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LETTERS 



»OM 



The Rev. W. HUNTINGTON. 



CCCXCV. 

1790 
To Mary, beloved in the Lord. 

1 \visii above all things that thou, and thy 
other half, may {>r<>s^:er and be^ in health; atid 
that your souls may prosper in the divine life 
of faith. Trials empty -us of self, and of all 
carnal gratifications and entertainments, and 
serve to wet t]|ie soul's appetite for satisfaction 
in the fulness of Christ ; where the starving 
soul finds repast, the poor in spirit his wealth, 
the naked his best robe, the insolvent debtor his 
happy release and full discharge, and the weary 
sinner his everlasting rest. I have been led the 
sixth time to see the state of a sinner saved, 
when all refuge fails, and have found my God 
to be what he always was and ever will be, that 
is, a very present help in times of trouble. 
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Your husband may wonder that I write to 
you and not to him ; tell him I must follow the 
fashion, and it is become customary in our days 
for preachers to creep into houses^ and lead cap- 
tive silly women, and I must not appear to be 
singular: indeed I wish I could take a few 
more of these foolish ones, led away with divers 
lusts and pleasures as I was, and bring them in- 
to the same captivity with myself; they would 
then never more wish to enjoy their former 
freedom so long as they live in this world. I am 
i^till as sick, both of Sodom and Egypt, as I 
ever was. My face is steadfastly set Zion- 
ward, or toward mount Gilead ; nor shall I ever 
rest till I get to my heavenly Father's home. 
This is what I have in view, and thitlier am I 
hound; but the poor vessel at present goes 
against both wind and tide ; nevertheless it is 
a vessel of mercy, secured from shipwreck, fur- 
nished with a good anchor ; and I am fully 
persuaded that I shall reach the port. In spite 
of every adversary. There have been deep plpts 
and strong combinations laid and held against 
me; but my God has in honour bound himself 
to mar them all; "No weapon formed will 
prosper*" He blasts all their measures, breaks 
all their purposes, and confounds and confuses 
them^ till they are split intp various, factions 
already, and at daggers drawn agftinst each other; 
and conscience is at war with them all, and 



th^ir countenances witness against them. So 
true is the word of our dear Lord, that, " if a 
man abide not in the vine, he is cast forth as a 
branch and is withered, and men gather them ; " 
that is, men gather them into their wicked 
counsel and wicked company, and they are 
burned at last; which is and will be evident 
enough here. 

A letter, lately sent by two god-fearing men 
at P. respecting W, contains such things as my 
eyes never saw. I believe in my soul that he 
is now at hia wit's end, and that God will make 
him manifest to all ; and, though his affair hath 
been a hard task to me, yet in the end it shall 
purge the church and the world of so damnably 
an impostor. My face is set as a flame against 
all such; and I know that I shall not be ashamed. 
—Now, Mary, I shall drop you, having spent 
time enough chatting to an old woman, and 
speak a word to your betters. 

Brother H. how do you do ? Your sickness 
or health of soul will ever be according to 
your looks. Which way do you look ? Is God 
before you as an angry God and a consuming 
fire; or is he before you as a reconciled God, 
shiningin the face of Jesus Christ? If thcformer 
be the case, fear and torment drive you ; if the 
latter, love and mercy draw j^ou. iThe former 
view is in a broken law, the latter is in the 
everlasting gospel; the former makes sin abound 
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yea, strengthens it, and makes our chains heavy r 
the latter subdues sin, works \rith power, and 
enlarges the soul. The former blinds the eyes, 
and contracts the old vail ; but by the latter '' we 
with open. face behold as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, and are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory." The former works wrath 
in us, and all manner of concupiscence follows ; 
the latter is attended with the soul-dissolving 
power of dying love, and purifies the heart. 
Hence the command, '^ Look unto me and.be 
saved ; " and again, '^ looking to Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith," In the bless- 
ed face of Jesus, God shines in all his glory, 
grace, mercy and goodness. The Lord give 
you this sweet believing view, and the fairest 
face among ten thousand to look, that you may 
'^ see the king in his beauty, and the land which 
is very far oft!" The Lord ue with you both! 
Amen and amen, says your willing servant in 
Jesus, 

W. HUKTINGTQX. 



CCCXCVI. 

. Dec. 29, 1796* 
Dear Sister in Christ Jesus our Lord^ 

I WISH you and your spouse much of his soul* 
satisfying presence at this season of the year, 
and th^at neither you nor yours, me nor mine, 
inay serve him as the innkeeper at Bethlehem 
did — I mean, lodge him in the stable. To lis- 
ten attentively to his votce is to have him in 
an obedient ear ; to covet him earnestly, and 
to hunger and thirst after him, is to have him 
in our desires, and ** the desire of a man is hh 
kindness/' To love to speak of his name and 
his praise, is to extol him with one's tongue ; 
to look to him wishfully, earnestly, and to long 
after him, is to captivate him with our looks ; 
i* Turn away thine eyes from me, for thou hast 
overcome me ; thou hast ravished my heart 
with one of thine eyes." To fear offending him, 
and to be tender of his honour, is to have him 
always before our eyes ; to fly to him as our 
advocate, under every accusation of Satan or 
our own heart, is to have him at our right hand ; 
" He shall stand at the right hand of the poor 
to save him from those that condemn his soul.** 
But to embrace him in love and hearty affec- 



tioD, is having him to lie all night betwixt oor 
breasts, or to have him in our heart as " the 
fairest among ten thousand, and the altogether 
lovely/' This, my dear sister, is his resting 
place for ever ; " Here will I dwell," saith he, 
*' for I have desired it;" and, as the spouse 
sptaks, his desire is towards me. 

But where is my poor sister got ? Her Tetter 
is not dated from the hill Mizar. It is neither 
from mount Tabor, nor the valley of Baca. 
She is neither rejoicing in the banqueting house 
nor weeping by the waters of Babylon. Mary 
seems to be in a pet, or under some provocations 
of anger or jealousy ; at least it conveys some- 
thing of this sort to my feeling. Is she in one 
of her former fits of unbelief? Is she sick of 
love ? Is she suflfering in those fires of jealousy 
which have a most vehement flame? Or is she 
under desertion? "A woman grieved in spirit, 
and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused, 
saith thy God : fear not, for thou shalt forget 
the shame of thy youth, and shalt remember 
the reproach of thy widowhood no more; for 
thy maker is thy husband, the Lord of hosts 
U his name, the God of the whole earth shall 
he be called/' I do not know where thou art, nor 
how it is, that my pen runs on like the poor Shu- 
namite's ass when she was riding to Carmel, 
while death was in possession of her son be- 
hind, and hope in the prophet before. " Drive 



o^/' said she, and so say I, and to Lewes I must 
go in this little paper vehicle ; but whether I 
shall hit thy case, or find thee out, must be left 
to him, who " confinDS the word of his ser- 
vant, and performs the counsel of his messen* 
ger; who makes a man know what are his 
thoughts, and reveals his secrets to his servants 
the prophets.** 

My dear God, mine holy one, my reverend, 
greatly revered and benign parent; my ever- 
lasting father, and eternal all in all, is a jealous 
God : jealous of his own praise, honour and 
glory ; and jealous of the hearts and affections 
9f the darling of his soul ; he cannot, will not 
brook, put up with, nor be put off with, a di» 
yided heart. He made us, he chose us, he un- 
dertook for us, he redeemed us, he called us, 
he has espoused and betrothed us, he is married 
to us, and will have us; and from all our filthi- 
ness, and from all our idols, he will cleanse us ; 
and we must have, we shall have, no otlier godg 
but him. But does the husband mind the farm 
while the wife goes to Carmel ? Does he stand 
behind the curtain and tell Mary to writer The 
direction is master's, the whole contents came 
from dame. The Lord grant that you may be true 
yoke-fellows in the fiirrow of gospel obedience 
unto life, and then the yoke shall be easy and 
the burden light As for me, I labour ulider 
the scourge of many tongues ; I shall be every 
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thing that is bad while alive, and every thing 

that is good when dead; ^^but none of these 

things move rae, neither ootint I my life dear 

unto myself, so that 1 can but finish my course 

with joy, and the ministry that I have received, 

to testify the gospel of the grace of God.'? - I 

kifiw in whom I have believed; whom I lovv, 

* and whom I serve with a pure coBSbienbd ; my 

reward is before me, and my \V0pki9 nrkh^my 

God; he alcoie called and G^mnii^skmed ine, 

be sent me and blessed tne; and lie will kec^, 

ftave^ ' own, and acknowledge me, and receive 

me td himself, when the biiildkig of mercy^ i& 

completed, «ndthe topstone brought forth wMi 

^tfie4ouble shout of' "Grace, grsWi^ utt«oit.^ ' 

I will send a line previouia to n^y coming, 

jMy kindest love, best wishes, hearty resjiefetb, 

humble acknowledgmcAts, and many thanks to 

ytM bcfthi; '^hita I r-emain, dear friendsf, your 

''Wittogand afi^ctionate servant in theb6hdi^ df 

^t^fmtt, ttuadultierated, and everlasting gosfitl 

0^1^-Kitig of kings, and Ldrd of all Xordii^^^ 
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William Huntington, $-S^ 

**.«.— •• • • ^ 

Vl.f'jf...' . : ■ -^ . ■} ' r ^ s.; 



-ujjt J -. 



• I 



V 



* I 



GCCXCVII. 



^797' 

1 HE.^Qtter that sister Mary Gomplained of is 
^fijyr good^ and J .hppe.when I ^^^Lewet to 
fp^y h^T what I stand indebted fox it But O 
the^ <;cwnlbptr.of Having the debt-book of the 
4aiv <:aac#lledr--the hand writing that wa3 against 
,vft4aa»d.ocM(i<rary.to us, taken out of the. way, 
^an^, ^nailiQ^ t^ the oross ! to see the bunch of 
:^y^9{^ thp soarJlet woo}, the blood and water 
4h«^.i^wed.fr£^ni the sacrifice, sprinkling, the 
leper^ purgHigthe conscience, aad blotting out 
onr transgressions as a cjoud ! This is the bet- 
ter sight, this is the great work of the Surety 
of lb? better testament. 

, At present I. am confined to my room with 
a cold and hoarseness, which are appointed for 
i^j.hutagQpd hope makes them ait tolcrahly 
easy, and love is the best cushion tbat^q^tbe 
laid under a daily cross, and the best lining 
that can be put in the inside of the yoke, as it 
makes the yoke easy and the burden light. 
But the fire must try us ali--^aU our works ; the 
fiery law ; the fire of corruption, that tries every 
man that is in the faith of Christ ; besides the 
fire of his word, the spirit of judgment, and 
the spirit of burning, the fiery darts of the ad- 
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versary, and jealousy, which hath a most vehe- 
ment flame : and I have been in them all ; Jbut 
to have the heart. burn within, with the love of 
Christ, is the sweetest fire of all; this is stronger 
than death, no water can quench it ; and I could 
like to be burnt to death in it. However, whe- 
ther this be enjoyed os not, I believe that he 
loves his people with a love that is everlasting. 
In this confidence, and fully persuaded of this 
truth, I rest and remain, 

Your willing servant in Christ Jesus, 

W. H. S. S. 



CCCXCVIII, 

July 4, 1797. 
My dear friends in Christ Jesus, 

May the sweet and soul-cheering presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. The pre- 
sent of the best fruits of thy land arrived safe, 
consisting of some white and savory 9ieat, and 
the chemical preparation, which we will call tho 
essence of the meadows ; for all which I hum- 
bly thank you, but am ashamed at your kind- 
ness, as I have no means of making any returns, 
unless the poor imperfect petitions of the worst 
of sinners caii be thought to do it; if so, GocJ 
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knours that my daily prayers for the few $he«p 
at Lewes, and on the downs, are as sure to 
ascend as the day returns. 

The great opposition, that was made to me 
some time ago by the son of Belial, is almost 
lost in oblivion, and the poor impostor, I bear, 
is almost starved for want of n^essaries* He 
has laboured to destroy the souls of men, till 
God refuses him the common bread of life ; his 
flock consists of about tx^enty. How good 
God isi to the poor Avtetches whose souls he 
hath known in adversity ! Not according to our 
deserts, but according to his own eternal love 
and good pleasure; *' No weapon formed shall 
prosper; he that touchetli you toucheth the 
apple of his eye/* O what tender regard, pity 
and compassion are here ! I protest, by your 
rejoicing, that his daily goodness, which passes 
before me, and appears in my behalf, is elaily 
death to me; it cuts me more with pious grief, 
and wounds me deeper with the noble stripes of 
killing kindness, than all the curses and terrors 
that ever entered my heart. If there is a sweet 
soul morsel under the sun to be enjoyed, sure I 
am that the sounding of a dear Redeemer*s com- 
passionate bowels affords it: — this, this is the 
quintescence of all vital godliness, and the 
sweetest- entertainment that ever sufficed a 
wretched and miserable soul. 

When the dving love of Christ comes into 
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the heart, and there opposes and coouteracts the 
workings of obdurate hardness, infidelity and 
black despair, what strange emotions, what 
pleasing sensations, what self-abasement, vdiat 
unutterable love and gratitude doth this draw 
forth to the sinner*s best friend ! O that you 
may enjoy much of this better part, which cni- 
ciGes us to this world and this world to us ; 
and then we shall take a part of our inheritance 
with us, to sweeten the bitter cups that may 
fall to our lot in this waste and dreary wilder- 
ness, where there are so many briers and thorns, 
which often teaze and torment this body of 
flesh and blood, -^Farewell. — Peace and truth 
be in our days ! So prays the worst of sinners, 

W. Huntington, S.S. 



CCCXCIX. 

Sept. 29, 1797' 

Your last latter, Mary, surprises me, and I 
hardly know how to credit it. You say that 
the milk fails— How can that be? I read that 
the heirs of promise were to inhabit a country 
flowing with milk and honey. And will you 
make me believe that the cows are all dry? 
No such thing. You bring an evil report upon 
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the good land. Is it for the want of rain tliat 
the grass and milk fail ? I knoiv not how thia 
isj Mary. However, I shall bring you to books, 
and confession too, when I come down. I long 
to come ; but the weather being wet, and my- 
self poorly, I am afraid to venture. 

In this last illness my old master, the devil, 
hath been very busy, tempting me to murmur 
and rebel at the bad harvest and n^y ill health. 
He hath set before me the Lord's hard dealjbag^ 
with me ; the abundance of my work ; my in- 
ability, through bodily weakness,, to get thfough 
it, and the impossibility of procuring a supply 
in. my room* Many lectures hath he given me 
on these things, and stuck pretty close to m,e^ 
for three days, returning again soon after, not to 
see if I was better, but in hopes of finding me 
worse. And before he left me he mingled his 
feeling, his rebellion, and his desperate mad* 
De$s,'rage, and revenge^ with my soul, till he 
made me the very picture of himself: and the 
cursed rascal had the insolence and audacious- 
ness to follow me even to the chapel, hunting 
and following me into the pulpit, to make m^ 
murmur even there. Did you ever hear of 
such a villain? But as soon as I began he set 
off, for he hates the light as bad a,s a mple or a 
bat; nor can he stand the truth; for, when 
li^ht and truth fly about, he sculks off, and hell 
follows with him ; and I had a good time of it 
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after getting rid of that rubbish : for generally 
on his departure better company comes. When 
Satan had ended all his temptations Jesus re- 
turned in the power of the spirit" And, as it 
was with the Head, so it is with the members. 
But, blessed be God, we are not ignorant of 
Satan's devices, nor shall he ever reign unmo- 
lested or unrivalled in the heart of a real be- 
liever; for he never can gain ^he will, the 
mind, nor the affections, to favour his cursed 
Canse ; '* I would do good," saith Paul ; " with 
rfny mind I serve the law of God ; " and " I 
love the law of God after the inner man /* 
These three things^ — the will, the mind, and the 
affections — the devil cannot overcome, conquer, 
or subdue ; all which I find in my own expe- 
rience, though he has hunted me for twenty- 
four years, seldom allowing me so much as a flag 
of truce. I have no call to send my respects to 
your husband, for I believe that he stands be- 
hind the settle, and makes you write to 

W. H. S. S. 



CCCC. 

Oct. 5, 1799. 

Well, Mary, how is it with you now? Arc 
you any better for your late exertion? I 
hope you are. And, thanks for ever be to my 
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God, I am better, and my strength begins to 
return again. Many moulting times have 
I had, and in the general much feverish 
heat with them, for the want of cooling pa- 
tience, or those cooling waters called good 
news from a far country ; but this, in the worst 
sense, is the botch of Egypt, the fever and 
burning ague, of which I cannot be cured. Not 
only is my disorder better, but I begin to re- 
joice in the spirit, for my youth is renewed 
like the eagle's ; and the fever which helped 
to loosen my native plumage hath for a short 
season left me. Yesterday, at the eleventh hour, 
I began to amend; and I know it was the same 
hour in which Jesus said, " Thy soul liveth." 
The army of my inbred corruptions, which have 
been sadly stirred up at the appearance of fa- 
mine, by their old faithful ally — I mean the 
black prince — are now, like the lions, laid down 
in their dens, that is the den of dragons and 
court for owls, a cage of evei'y night bird and 
hateful bird, that will ever attend me as a seeds- 
man, and come down, more or less, upon every 
sacrifice that I offer : nor can I, as Abraham 
did, drive them away. But we must look to 
him from Shenir, from the top of Amana, from 
the lions' dens, and from the mountains of 
the leopards. 

The devil hath so mingled himself lately 
with my corruptions, as to make me feel every 
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^ettsatidn peculiar to himself, except the sting; 
of guilt, the curse of the law, and the wrath of 
God. Enmity, rebellion^ hardness of heart, 
infidelity, revenge, madness, and desperatiorr, 
selfwill, perverseness^ obstinacy, and inflexibi* 
lity. These are the devil's body-guard . in my 
heart; and, as for an evil eye, lasciviousnes^ 
unclean thoughts, &c. they are the devil's fly- 
ing troop and scouting party. I call this cursed 
corps the devil's army of observation, besides a 
reserve within, kept on purpose to oppose me 
whenever I would do good. Surely these old 
inhabitants of the land are thorns in my side^ 
and pricks in my eyes: I wish to make no 
league with them ; but am often obliged to eat 
of their mouldy bread, which I call my sorrow* 
ful meat, or the bread of mourners. But my 
glass is running out, and I shall shortly get 
above this prince of the power of the air, where 
he shall never come, nor any in alliance with 
him. 

Mary, farewell ! Remember me to my bre- 
thren in the farming line. 



Thy willing servant, 



W. H. S. S. 



n 



cccci. 

Nov.'w, 1799. 
SISTER MAKV, 

r * 

Z HAVE got a bad cold, not onlyjh my head and 
stomachy though that is bad enough, but I have 
also a cold heart. O this body of sin and death 
— what a sore burden ! And how closely .allied 
to Satan is this old man ! What amazing' con^- 
desceusion and humiliation in God, that he 
should stoop so low as to remember and visijk 
with his great salvation such poor, rebellious 
mortals, who are so feeble, weak, and helpless, 
and so unmindful and ungrateful. But thp 
covenant stands fast with our Surety ; and by 
the blood of it the state prisoners are sent 
forth out of the pit, wherein there is no water. 
This Surety is our strong hold, out of wbosp 
h^nds, and out of whose favour, grace and 
righteousness, rfeither sin nor Satan can pluck 
us; and this the adversary knows; yet, hating 
us with perfect hatred, he is unwearied in tempts 
ing. But ^* verily Christ took not on him the 
nature of angels ; " for which the devil hate^ 
the Saviour, as their high nature was passed by, 
^nd ours assumed : and the thoughts of hi$ be- 
ing judged by Christ in our nature; yea, an^ 
of our sitting in judgment upon him j ^* KnQVir 

VOL. IJI. c 
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yc ndt that we shall judge angels?*' ire truly 
mortify ing to such proud and lofty ispirits as 
devils, for they never thought that they should 
be judged in that nature which they had ruined. 
Herein Satan is mortified, sin is condemned in 
Christ's flesh, and the sinner saved; God is 
"just, and yet the justifler of him that be- 
lieves.'* Tlie ungodly ire justified, not in their 
ungodliness, but from it. Iniquity is forgiven, 
and yet vengeance is taken of our inventions. 
We are bought with a price, and yet saved by 
free grace. To us it is, in God, an act 6f mercy ; 
but through Christ we are saved in a way of^ 
strict justice. Here is the poor sensible sinner's 
:firm basis under all his trials, temptations, and 
discouragements. 

Always aim at the approbation and tcstiniony 
of God himself, as the things that will support 
the believer when all other props fail. God 
bless you both ! so prays 

w.H. s:s* 



CCCCII. 



Feb. 2?, 1800. 



Vr ELL, Mary, how do you do? Is it well with 
thee ? Is it well with thy husband ? Is it well 
with the children? " Say ye to the righteous, 
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Jt.ahall be weU witl;i him." Q.thc spotless 
goJbiCr— the briUiant garment— the bridal attire— 
the soul-adorning vesture, which the* heaveifly 
Bridegroom hath wrought out for those that 
tru^t in him before the sons of men ! . He came 
forth as a bridegroom from his chamberv and 
rejoiced as a giant to run a rajce. He saw the 
daiiing of his soul, in. the ruins of the falji a 
prey in the den of dragons, exposed to the, vea* 
geaace of heaven, bound hand and foot In the 

,,chftins of guilt, and led captive by the worst of 
foes. He saw the airy heavens swarming with 
deviU^ and the dark places of the earth filled 
with violences and with the habitations, of 

I cruelty. .He considered the infernal legions 
which he had to encounter, and the malicious 
tribes- he had to oppose. He saw the infinite 
breach that was open between God and man. 

;JBint in this gap he saw no man, and he won* 

dered that there was no intercessor; his own 

* . *. • ■ 

ajim therefore must bring salvation, and his own 
righteousness must sustain him. 

Pity to his spouse moved him, and indigna- 
tion against his foes roused him. The day of 
vengeance rose up in his heart, and the year of 
his redeemed appeared in his view; Isaiah Ixiii. 
4- "He put on righteousness as a breast-plate, 
.and la . helmet of solvation upon his h,ead; Jie 
fput -on the garments of vengeance for clothing, 

apd Av^^.clad with zeal as with a cloak.** Isaiah 

•I ■ - ' - J . 
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li^, 17* His perpetual and spoUess obedience 
added strength to his invincible breast-ptate^ 
aiM every victoi^y added lustre to his hehnet : 
the crooked serpent felt the dint of his sword, 
and the- lighting down of his arm distributed 
the indignation of his anger; the vengeance 
of his garments filled liis enemies ^ith terrors, 
urhile his zeal swallowed him up. He wounded 
the infernal head over divers countries; the 
objects of his choice bowed to his sceptre when 
they felt tl^e arrows of his quivers ; and received 
truth, meekness, and righteousness, while the 
right hand of his Godhead shewed tlie manhood 
terrible things. His conflicts were not attended 
with a confused noise, nor with garmentsi rolled 
in blood; but with burning and fuel of fire. 
The corrupt trees became the fiiel of his wrath, 
but his^purifying furnace was in Zion. 

. By fire and by sword did he plead with all 
flesh, and the slain of the Lord were many ; 
and by the sword of his mouth and the breath 
of his lips was that slaughter made* He went 
forth for the salvation of his people, yea God 
tite Father went forth for salvation with bit 
anointed; and he divided him a portion with 
the great, and a spoil with the strong man 
armed; and, though often sunk with sorrmvs 
and acquainted with grief, yet '^ he shall drink 
of the brook in the way, and therefore shall he 
lift up his head," and pursue his victories; for 
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€very time that he. draok of that brook th( 
power of the Lord was present to heal, and of 
coucse some conquests were made, and the s!ubp> 
jecta of his kingdom were increased. Nor did 
lie ever quit the field of action till Satan, sin^ 
and death, were subdued ; and many of his 
subjects were led to feel their enemies' over* 
throw, and to triumph in the victory. He led 
captivity captive, and received gifts for all such 
rebeh as come over to his standard, and ever 
bince the Lord God has dwelt among men. Buti 
bless him ! he shall appear the second time, and 
j^ball dethrone all the principalities of Satan, 
the prince of the power of the air. 
«• The fear, the pit, and the snare; the wrath 
of the law that excites fear, the bott(!lnIess 
pit, and those to whom the Lord Jesus hath 
been a snare and a trap, will all be revealed; 
and brought to light; for the windows of hea- 
ven shall open, and the foundations of the 
earth shall shake; The earth shall break, dis- 
solve, and move exceedingly ; and shall reel to 
and fro, and be moved like a cottage under her 
load of transgressions; and she shall fall and 
never rise again. Then shall all the infernal 
potentates be punished, and wicked princes of 
the earth with them; ** It shall come to pass 
in that day, that the Lord shall punish the host 
of the high ones that are on high/' This punish- 
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ment is a vial of wrath in the air, on the prince 
of the power of the air; Rev. xvi. 17. The 
last vial destroys the devils, and binds them a 
thousand years. '' And he shall punish the 
kings of the earth upon the earth." This is 
putting down all rule, and authority, and power. 
** And they shall be gathered together, as pri- 
soners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut 
up in the . prison, and remain there a thousand 
years; and after many days sliall- they be 
visited/' After a thousand years they shall hp 
brought forth to the day of wrath, Job xxi. 30. 
Then shall the bright luminaries of heaven veil 
their raySj Avhen " the righteous shall shine 
fprth as the sun, in the glory of their Father's 
lljpgobm." Then shall appear Adam and ^ve; 
Np^h, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, David, Solo* 
mon, and all the forefathers of Christ after the 
fl^$b> who in a literal sense are older than bim-> 
self. " Then the moon shall be confounded^ 
and the sun ashamed." But O what follows ! 
" When the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount 
Zion^ and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients 
gloriously." — Read Isai. xxiv. 17 — 23, and com- 
pare it with Rev. xvi, 

I have taken an unusual flight, Mary; a 
flight that few, very few in our days can pur- 
sue : " T^ie way is above to the wise, that we 
lUAy, depart from hell beneath." Tender my 
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kind and best respects to my dear brother; to 
brother Thomas, his wife, and all that favour 
the righteous cause of the Son of God. 

W.H. S.S. 
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Jul/ 17|1801. 
Ju)AiS>Y MART, 

« 

X OURS, with its welcome contents, came safe 
to hand ; a fruit in due season ; a sweet savour, 
well pleasing and acceptable to God. I have 
lately occupied much business in deep waters; 
yea, a day and a night have I been in the deep. 
Th« more success, the more trials ; the more 
the power of God attends the work, the more 
the roaring rebel rages. 

For five days, and as many nights, did Satan 
beset me : and such access did he obtain, as to 
mingle his infernal rebellion, anguish, horror^ 
desperation, and revenge, with my spirit ; inso- 
much that I felt all but his chains, his eternal 

' ... , 

curse, the vindictive wrath of God, and the 
venomous guilt of his infinite and unpardon« 
able transgressions. His cursed foulness, his 
damnable familiarity, and his inveterate malig- 
nity, were the sieve wherein this foul, this 
familiar and desperate head and leader of the 
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innumerable host of stitd prisoners'wlnliowed 
Ine, Yesterday ' my reprieve came, whch I 
once more i'eturned' to my long' absent, much, 
desired, and most weleome Sovereign ; and am 
now not far from bis feet, clothed and in my 
right mind. 

Mary, many of these sore battles have fallen 
to my share ; and hraw many are yet in the ap- 
pointmcnt I know not, nor wish to know, lest 
the foresight should render me incapable ©f ac- 
tion. At my frit onset almost all men forsook 
file— faitll, love, patience, meekness, submis- 
di6ri, reason, sense, and even consideration; 
only hope abode with me. Well may the devil 
be called a rbaring lion, and one who continu- 
ally goes about, for his noise scattered 6very 
thought that I had ; and such an hasty spirit 
ihfluen'ced me, and continued so to do, that I 
am fully convinced Satan neither faints nor 
tires. But the Lord turned, and looked upon 
Peter; who now blesses God for that battle, 
and for supporting him under it; and above alf 
for that everlasting love that makes us more 
thanconquerors* ^ 

'Nothing, no/ my dtar Mary, tiothing but 
that iPciith which is born of God; the blood of 
the Lamb; the word of our testimony, or the 
sword of the Spirit; and an assurance of hi^ 
everlasting love to us ib Christ Jesus; can ever 
brini? tis forth from the snares of death, and 



si 

finom the paitts of helt, with flying colours. 
• JTtae^day shall try every man's work of what 
sArt it is ; for it shall be revealed by fire.** Both 
the pFeach^r and his converts, the worknteii 
and their work, must pass through the furnace 
of affliction to make manifest whether they arc 
chosen 'or not. And that tree must have an 
immortal root, and by that root be supplied 
with divine life, that neither scorches nor wi- 
thers in the flames of infernal rage. 
- Poor Mary, God bless thee ! Is it well with 
thee r Is it well with thine husband ? and is it 
well with the children ? If the answer be, * It 
is well,' give my love to them all. 

Yours in Him, 

W. HUNTINGTOJ?. 
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Dec. 1, 1601. 

' > • . 

JhiAViNG now and then stolen an hour to drop 
a line here and there, am inclined to send one 
tp my old friend Mary. I believe, dear Mary, 
that the present season is the most favourable 
and flourishing for the children of God that 
bath appeared for many years, excepting that 
when our country expected daily an invasioiu 



It is a time of much watchfulness and prayer; 
a time when many are ;iick enoi^h of .this 
world, of the men in it^ and the wickednei^ of 
it : a time when many are crying to God, and 
expecting to be answered by terrible things ii^ 
righteousness : a time when many halting and 
doubting souls are brought to a point; and a 
day of no small share of divine indulgence, when 
God is preparing many to meet their God in 
the way of his judgments. And we may say 
of many poor souls, that it is a day in which 
their outward man is perishing^ while the ia- 
ward man is renewed day by day. 

"When it goeth well with the righteous the 
city is exalted, and when it goes ill with the 
flesh the soul prospers. Never did Gods two- 
fold work of ripening go on faster than now. 
The Sun of righteousness shines much on his 
poor hidden ones, and melts them ; and the sun 
of temporal prosperity shines wonderfully upon 
the oppressor, to whom Gocl gives all that his 
heart can wish, while he is hardened and grows 
callous under it; and thus God satisfies the 
souls of all mankind. And I do believe that 
the throne of grace will for some time to 
come be remarkably accessible, and the door of 
hope sweetly displayed ; for, as the cares and 
burdens of his poor children increase, he will 
admit them near to himself^ that they may cast 
their cares and burdens there, where his care 
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foV- fhem appears, and Vhere he has protnised 
.to sustain them. And surely every trouble is a 
bfessmg if it does but drive us to God. 

Strangers flock much of late to hear me, 
and most wonderfully have I been led out for 
some weeks past. How condescending it is in 
God to be a present, a very present help in 
times of trouble ! How does his wisdom appear 
in making all things work together for good to 
them that love him ! And how sweet the thoughts 
of a, treasure in the heavens, >vhere there is 
neither moth, rust, nor thief! And surely our 
everlasting Father is in the full possession of it, 
m our name and nature : part of the children's 
flesh and blood is within the veil, and the chil- 
dren shall follow in their time and order ; for no 
sopnet did our Forerunner enter within the ho- 
liest, but he sent forth the Holy Spirit, to let us 
know that he was safely landed ; and, as he is 
our representative there, so the Holy Ghost is 
our eartiest here ; and both are to let us know 
that tiie intercourse is open, the way cast up, 
the new and living way consecrated, and that 
messages and messengers are daily passing and 
i*epassing. We are the body of Christ, and 
members in particular; for, as our bodies are one 
body, and many members, so also is Christ 
mystical. Thus Christ personal, as the son of 
man, is in heaven; and the church, growing up 
into Christ's stature'in likeness and in number, 



99 

is ^called a perfect man in Christ, and all 'the 
angels of God are . ministering spjrits, and are 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man. 
Between these two lies all their business. O 
tiie wonderful works of God, to give us a sure 
nail in that house, and not put us off with a 
portion in this 1 

My kind love to brother Cleevc. Adieu! 
Grace and peace be with thee ; so prays 
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Jan. 9, )805. 

r AM sorry to hear such low tidings of poor 
Mary ; but it is a truth, that the devil and the 
old man are sure to find out, and to wage 
war with, those who fear God, or hope in his 
ihercy; God*s children must dwell with hiin 
that bates peace, and find him not only house 
room, but fire and candle. Satan hates the 
lights but we must come to it; and Christ came 
not to send peace, but a fire- Love and light 
m^ke ^nfif)ity and darkness desperate; and every 
r»y or cosil of the former brings on the revenge 
and* vetlg^ince of the latter. Hence we read, 
*f 'la tfcg diy of prosperity be joyful ; but in the 
day of ad^iem^ consider; God has setthe onfe^ 



agaiiist the other/* And what are the prln*^ 
ciples that producethese different days? Why^ 
the following ; " The heart knoweth his own hi t- 
terness^andastranger doth not intermeddle with 
bf& joy/' » The day of prosperity is joy,, and that 
of adversity iiitterness. Joy is grace, and sin iii 
the heart is its own bitterness. And I have my 
doubts, Mary, whether this disease be not epide- 
mical; and, with respect to this world, inctirable* 
, Bittehiess is opposed to joy ; enmity to love; 
infidelity to faith ; despair to hope ; peevish- 
ness to patience ; pride to humility ; hardness 
to meekness; stubbornness to submission ; dark- 
ness to light; and death to life. The devil 
musters and heads the former, but Christ the 
latter. I will put enmity between the serpent 
and the church ; between the generation of 
vipers and Christ and his family, both being 
the seed of the church; and between the church's 
grace and the serpent's spawn. We must c^sxh 
tinue in a strait betwixt tliese two.. But, if 
w^ believe, sin is pardoned ; if we aje united to 
Christ, we died and suffered the law in him^ 
I0 him sin was condemned, and otir old tndn was 
criicified with him. His death was in our room 
or stead ; his apprehension was oUr liberation { hjis- 
imprisonment our enlargement; his death our 
life; and his resurrection our full discharge^ But 
grace shall reign ; the love of .God, in the gift 
of <:;hf%t, shall reign over the infernal m^Iioex^ 
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jBatan by the entrance of sin. ^ The; oiFeoc^ 
was by one to condemnation, but the free gift 
19 of many offences unto justification/' - Sin haf 
reigned unto death, but grace unto life.^ And, 
what is still more, life is akeady obtfuned. 
Every grace has life in it; — hence .we read. of 
*^ the grace of life-" And every ^in has death 
in it; — ^hence we read of ^^ the body of this 
death." 

Mary, farewell! Peace and truth be in pur 
days. 

The Coalh£av£r^ 
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With the best wishes of the worst of sinners^ 

JMat grace, mercy and peace, be with my si^ 
terMary, I have turned thy lord and ^master 
into a post-man, to bear good tidings to his wife* 
I have long been as a vessel in the storm, where 
I have had an opportunity of trying, or making 
full proof of, a good hope through grace, whicii 
is an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfsusit; 
and to this truth I set my seaL Wars without, 
peace within; evil report from men, and good 
report from God ; the curses of many, and the 
blessing of one; numbers condemning, -.but 
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God justifying ; tlie outward man decaying, tliB 
inward min reviving and renewing day by day; 
takeh'up in the lips of talkers, and the Spirit 
speaking fresh things continually to my heart ; 
the song of the drunkards, and yet there hath 
been joy in heaven over me at repentance. This, 
Mary, is chequer- work ; but he shews himself 
through this lattice. My bow hath abode in 
strength, and the arms of my hands have been 
made strofig by the hands of the mighty God 
of Jacob. I am sick of this world, and this 
world is sick of me ; and thus we both agree 
to disagree. The world drives me, and God 
draws me ; and between both I hope to arrive 
safe in the desired haven. 

Perilous times are coming on; and, look 
which way I will, I see nothing before my eyes 
but provocations, to bring down God's anger. 
Oppression, and grinding the faces of the poor; 
Covetousness ; errors abounding of every sort ; 
Wind guides of every denomination ; not two 
preachers in a thousand that know the Lord ; 
professors swarming, but scarcely one bom 
again to be found in a whole congregation; 
the kingdoni is divided against itself, and the 
greatest part of professors in rebellion against 
the higher powers. And will not God visit 
for these things ? It will be well if we are not, 
tte long, hunted in our streets, and if the com- 
mon enemy do not oppress us in all our gates. 



Krr^rdieless, tbere are '' a hw imlM$ trm nt 
Sardit which have not defiled tlieir gariMnts^- 
and these must seek meekness and righteoiMh 
ness.—It may he that they shall be hid in the 
day of the Lord's fierce ang^. O for fvtk 
and fortitude, to stand and withstand in the 
«vil day ! Access to God> and a close walk willl 
)|iin; cotistant prayer, shunning every path of 
the destroyer, and keeping the word of hb pa- 
tien^ce, that his truth may be our shield and 
imekler; are the only ways wherein to obtatfi 
atrength, and find grace to help us in times ^ 
peed. I think my faith will be sorely tried, 
bat that it will not fail : I know whom I havis 
beiieved, and have no doubt of hisability^to 
keep that which I have committed vote hivti 
against that day. . . . ; ; 

K. . Satan. seems to be very busy amottg us, tnA 
tQ'Qse every art to divert the. minds of pro£D^ 
»0TB from the .one thing needful. First, Ml. 
jBcotbers's pretended Messiahsbip set hun^re()| 
in a gaze,.wbo were going with him tothe.hcrty 
'ja&d. Ne3^t the missionary, business tuvwed^a^ 
fil intQ Atli£nians, telling and hearing: of .thi^ 
ine^rtr Jthing.. Then the conversion of the Jews 
^fQused^ tbpusands^ of fopls, . In all whiclx . I bcr 
Jieve thft^ God had no mpre.bJindthanliB^ 
But it answers Satan's end, because it takes the 
mind and thoughts from Christ and conscience; 
and if these two never come together* Sata© 
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ketfB potietaion* It is uot a little grievous to 
tat to see such herds of poor thoughtless mor«' 
tils so duped by thedevil, and a number of poor 
blind guides in the pulpit, speaking and rejoic^ 
log in sttchtbings of naught before them. This 
labour will bring forth wind ; they will worjc 
SIC deliverance in the earth/ nor will the inhabi* 
%ants of the world fall before such presump- 
tuous champions as they are. 

Mary, turn thine eyes to the hills from 
'whence cometh our help, and keep a strict watch 
^ver thine own heart, to observe all that goes 
and comes there; see what visits are paid by 
•the Lord ; what changes are made ; wliat hopes 
are wrought; what love appears; what revi" 
^8, refreshings and contrition ; what feelings^ 
enlargements, and contractions ; what witness 
iqmd evidence^ what love tokens and manifesta- 
lio&s are made there. - *^ Our rejoicing is this» 
the testimony of our consciences, that with 
^[odly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but 
i>y the grace of God we have had our conver^- 
tation in this world." Mary, farewell; that 
grace and peace may be multiplied to thee 
through Jesus Christ, our common Lord and 
covenant head, is the prayer and desire of thtf 
greatest of all sinners, and least of all saints, 

W. Jr{. p. 3 ' 
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Mor. 8, 18ia 



I KNOW not what to say to my friend, I knoir 
not what to think of him. I am wholly at a 
loss to account for his conduct. He is foolish : 
he is bewitched. I stand in doubt of him ; and 
long to be present with him, and to change my 
voice. He has heard repeatedly, and he hay 
read the same — yea he has felt it, he has con- 
fessed it— that the law cannot give life : and 
yet he is labouring day and night to live, or get 
a living, by the law : and, not contented with 
this practice himself, he is labouring to seduce 
others— even his own wife and poor children ; 
these are led to look up to him ; and through 
him they are taught to hope that they shall live 
by the deeds of the law. " Moses gave you 
not the true bread," but the typ^; "your fathers 
did eat manna, and are dead." And do you not 
act diametrically opposite to this ? Are not your 
head, your heart, and your hands, perpetually 
employed in getting your bread by the work^ 
of the law? The blessed Saviour of lost souls 
came to deliver poor sinners from the law ; and 
you have owned this, and have feignedly. re- 
joiced in these good tidings — I say feigned ly. 



For I have not an individual, in the whole circlfc 
of my acquaintance, that tugs, toils, and cleaves 
to the law more than you do. " By the deeds 
of the law shall no flesh living be justified." 
And have I not heard you talk of your good 
success — of gaining your causes — and even 
justifying your upright conduct in the law? 
Poor sinners in their troubles are commanded 
to look to the Lord, and to him only, for their 
deliverance. But you invert this order; fat 
the oppressed, defrauded, the injured, and the 
wronged, meet with no deliverance by your in- 
strumentality, unless it be done by the deeds of 
the law. Client, plaintiff, defendant, case, cause, 
suit, process, indictment, jury, verdict, counset- 
ior's opinion, &c.--— This is another gospel! I 
take no such texts as these; though I know 
that I handle the law lawfully. 

" There is utterly a fault,'* and it originates 
with you, *^ because ye go to law one with anp-- 
ther, and that before the unjust/' What! " Is 
it so that there is not a wise man. among you, 
that can judge between brethren ? But brother 
goeth to law with brother, ?ind that before the 
unbelievers. Know ye. not that we sh^Il judge 
angels? how much more things pertaining tp 
thiislife?" And, if the world is to be judged 
by you, are ye not able to judge of these smali 
tnatters? When you are with me you seem to 
ipprovisi of the gospel, and to admire the good 
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will of the I^rd therein ; but no Addn^rafe'jmi 
departed from me, tbln to work you go ag&tai'^t 
the la^. ^^ It is good to be isealously affecbed ra 
a good thing, and not only when I am present 
with you.** You run counter to your owiriex^ 
^rience, comfort, peace and quietnesB, You 
know that law-work has often brought yon into 
dtirkness and confusion, yea^ into bondage, har^ 
renness, leanness, distress and misery ; insonkuch 
that you have panted for the courts of the 
Lord's house, in order to obtain some refreshing 
from his promised presence by the word of the 
gospel ; and yet you have immediately turned 
again ^^ to the weak and- beggarly elements, 
whereunto you desire to be in bondage. You 
observe days, and months, and times, and years" 
: — Hilary term, Easter term, and Trinity term. 
'*' Tarn afraid of ^ou,; lest I have bestowed upon 
you fobdur In vain.*' 

\ I have lived tong by faith, and have obtained 

%ojQSe and home, food and raiment, peace and 

happiness, life and salvation, gold and silver*^ 

by faith^ without the works of the law^ And 

'I H^ill insist upon it that one penny obtained by 

the gospel is of more worth than ten thousand 

pounds obtained by the works of tlie law, 

'though falsely called sterling. The law is no 

'more than a dead letter, it cannot give life: 

and they are in general the sons of death that 

deal in it : and yet you go on with this neccQ* 
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amifeie art, eo&wUing tbe desd }^ and 4ir£ .xnucl^ 
pleiMed to get a aau$e to try: but he is, the 
in$e$t man that tries aod examines we]] hi3 own 
eauae; and who i$ clear (before Godandconr 
s^qce) when be judgeth ? 

Ilea}eiiibcr> I have counselled you this day,: 
and I hope you will be no otherwise minded ; 
md not ^t at nought my counsels, nor despise 
my.tepim>£ 
V • Q. in the Corner. 
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March IS, ISia 

DEAR FBIEND, 

• ' ' » - . ■ ■ ' 

L FEEL that. my last bodily affliction hits left a 
sensible debility upon me ; so that long senqona 
wUl^ooitprove a taslc too hard for me^ My 
Sunday's labour enfeebles me for the whole of 
the following day, and my legs swell withstand- 
ing so long; which in the. work I feel npt,f be- 
ing sensibly more than mysejf; though whe^ 1 
:have done^ nothing but self. 

Li)ng, sharp; and hot has been my warfare ; 

tbut hitherto! have kept fhe faith, though heart 

and ficsh have often failed.. I believe that there 

rlus not becin learXat times) thas^ fifty pulpits |n 
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poe day sounding, out waiaii^gs mA Si^Htif^^ 
against the Antinomian, And tl;>ou^a)\diL ef 
hand-bills, large and small, have beqii put ^p^'}^ 
the streets of London, informing tlie p^blix^t^i 
on certain nights would be debated different 
subjects respeating the Coalheaven Tlie 'diSf* 
putants, I am told, were hired, sonic fof and 
some against me^ and the audiepce paid ^l^r 
pence each for admission. 

^ In walking through the city on a Tuesday 
afternoon, being the day of my weekly lecturct 
I have been noJ:iced by many, who have stopt, 
pointed, broke their jests, and regaled theui-* 
selves with mirth, ti^l I was. out of sight. These 
have had their day, their sport, and their tri- 
umph ; but mine is all to cqme. 
, I have had the honour (?f introducing two 
or three newspapers into the world; the.pv^blio 
bein^ infornied thatl.was to be th^ subject of 
ihe^ newspaper about to be published.. . Thi? W«# 
pnoMgh} for, it. soon nKide its way, wheiji on^e 
vJino>yn thatj^w^s to be the subject, of itspi;;^ 
face, introduQtipn and qon tents. I w^^ tlien 
JUid aside til,K another was to be hg^tph^, )sh?i\ 
1 cam^ into :^use agp^in. -This wor^c has^.ho^:^^ 
• ever, been ci^irfied on ^t the expense of piy IVIaj-* 
. ter':S honour ; and. fai|)» tells pie that .tlje L^XfX 
Gpd.of re^:ompen?es will purely Tequite. 4wi 
in all this tlji^deyU has fa^iled;. w.bipbsUc;Vi;s 
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that rage and tnafice often hnrrj him oo to the 
injury of his own interest ; for curiosity has 
oc^»ionalIy led many to hear, whom truth and 
power have met 

Satan, with all his fancied wisdom, is but a 
fool at best ; for be stirred up the chief of the 
Jews to do the work of their father, who was 
a murderer from the beginning, in crucifying 
Christ ; and Christ by his death ^^ destroyed 
him that had the power of death, that is the 
devil, and delivered them who through the fear 
of death were all their lifetime subject to bon* 
dage." — There is his wisdom. Hence it is 
plain that the flaming rage of Satan's des* 
peration drives him beyond his reason, his judg* 
ment, his wisdom, aiid even to the injury of his 
wisest plans ; so that the devil is outshot in his 
own bow. 

And I believe that Satan has stirred up al* 
most every tool in the nation^ called a gospel 
minister, against me, his aim being, no doab^ 
to render me useless in my labours ; but in this 
he has failed, and so have all his transformed 
servants ; for I believe in my conscience that, 
through the good hand of my God upon me, 
I have had more success in the Lord's work tlian 
all the preachers in the nation. It is GodV 
work, and who 'can let it? And the more I have 
been opposed the more I have been supported. 



OFhi$ bat so eaiddared my G^ to me, thit I: 
^itti, adore him, bless him, praise bnn^ ckave ta 
him, and follow after hiro^ with aH rty hfaft; 
with all my soul, with all my aiind, and witb 
$11 my strength. 

God's covenant is the ward of eternal Hfo 
in the powerful hand of the Holy Ghost, wbich 
l^ never to depart from Christ nor *bis seod^ 
Isat. lix. SI. These sons of God, aird seed: of 
Christ (there mentioned) are miniiteri of tbe 
Spirit and of the gospel ; and arc tbet>iily ini-' 
DfSfiers of the New Testament; " bf the Spirit^* 
and not of the letter}" 2 Cor. iii. 6i In the 
sduls of these living temples every divine law 
of God is written and fulfilled. And, as for alt 
the rest. of the world, whether they *are prafes*^ 
wrs'Or profane-; whetlier letter preachers or 
lifeless hearers; they have no law in them ; they* 
aji^ \iHithout law : '^ without the law (says Paul) 
aifti was dead; 'for I was alive withoutthe law ; ''* 
1^1. vii. 8, 9, The Gentiles sin without God'« 
h^Wi being a law to themselves, and shall* perish: 
without law; Rom. ii. 12. All urtbelie^tfrs^: 
therefore, are lawless; 1 Tim. i. 9. There is 
TioV'^t&it in the Bible that disproves what I 
here assert. 

It is the Holy Ghost who qualifies, equips, 
furnishes, fortifies, and gives success to a minis- 
ter, and his ministrations : and he that builds 



ii|)otlfe ichtrch of the Hiring G^d^ who -^dctl* 
fies^aBol teonmcrates it for his own tem|ite/isth(i 
sloiiew "So tbat w& may' boldly &ayv si^ in th4 
SoBiiiMm Prayer Book, ^* I believe in God tb€ 
Holy Ghost, who hath sanctified me, atid ' all 
Ae elec?t> people of God." 
; Thus my friend "sees who it is that makes « 
Xttintiter, and what the materials are that coff- 
kit^te a cbiirchv And, if all who are in officii 
and tinder a {xrofession, were stripped, ejccepi 
Sttch as the foregoing, how few would bb th* 
5uml>er that have entered the strait gate f Buff 
S0 it is — what some in words repeat others e#^' 
j0yu-t<^ O God the Holy Ghost, the coififortfeiV 
hfere tnercy upon us, miserable isinnets.'^ S6 
spekks the form of sound wdrds. But thft king- 
dom^ of God stands, in the power of the Holy*' 
©host. • ' " 

1 farewell J' Grace and truth be with • thetfe,"^^ 
Tender my kind love to Mrs. 'S. My dtfnife- 
sends the same with her own hand, whichis t\9^' 
tdfeen in 'this epistle; so shewriee^; '''fifcWlot* 

t^F-Mrrand-Mrs* S;* " ^^"•' ■ ^''^''^ '' 

*>{ .>-»<\.« • ■• •• .- • ■ • ■' ',""»•**♦•* 

lis-Ar: 'x-- -^ ••' •■' -W.Hi'&S:*' 
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CCCCIX. 

t 

Cricklewood^ Ott. 22, 1816L 

DEAR FRIEND, 

Ox*P age reDder9 writing a task to me ; lay 
right iiand forgets its cunning, and a kind of 
weakness in the muscles turns my pen out of 
the way of duty* But my tongue may be aa 
the pen of a ready writer when the quill has 
finished that part of the ministry peculiar to it* 
self. Your first epistle furnished me with a 
(hank-offering. God is no respecter of per^ 
$ons; this is evident^ for you are a lawyer; and 
it is as plain that he is no respecter of places^ 
because he visited the lawyer in a barn. " Wc 
walk by faith ; " and faith has her mystical foot* 
steps, and does most certainly move forward* 
But every fresh step has some visit, enlarge- 
ment, discovery, refreshing, manifestation, love 
token, indulgence, revival, or renewing, in order 
to put the feet of faith in motion. Under the 
influences of the Spirit she receives her. activity, 
and all her springs that move her to act ; and^ 
like the moon, moves in concert with the coun* 
tenance of the Sun of righteousness. The Spirit 
speaks not of himself ; but what he bears, that 
he speaks ; and,, as the Saviour moves among 
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the candlesticks, so the Spirit operates in the 
Is^mps* Svch sovereign; and discrimioating 
visits caU for thanks^ imdsvand every humbling 
acknowledgment If you come short in this 
you -withhold the revenues of the empire, and 
may expect to feel the sensible need of that 
power in which the kingdom stands. 

I am now preaching in a place most disa- 
greeable to me ; the way of access, and every 
thing belonging to it, is unpleasant. Yet there 
1 am fixed, and there I must abide : and by the 
continual and various exercises which I pass 
under previous to my preaching, and the un* 
pomnum zeal and energy with which I am in« 
flafiaed in the work, especially on the Lord's day^ 
convince and assure me that God has a work 
to do in that place : and I suspect that the old 
chapel was burnt down in order to remove the 
camp to another spot, where more work, and a 
fresh soil to work upon, may produce such fruits 
as. shall in due time make this manifest. But 
iiFe are called to watch and to wait ; and, if thtt 
'jLoi^ a footsteps were always plain> we should 
follow by sight and not by faith. When I have 
his presence I am at home, I am full, I am richi 
I abound, I am contented, let otlicr matters go 
bow they may. . But when this is not the case 
1 liavic no dwelling nor resting plate, and that 
which is wanting cannot be^ numbered. 
: Ever yours 

Tn£ COALHEAVE*. 
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mnd caUmitieSy by temptations &nd trials, iiM 
by the heresies of false tea<^berS| purges fa% 
ikioi; ; and by dtetli, and at judgment, gathers 
his wheat into his garner; wheh the master 
and the servants, the sower and the reapers, 
the husbandman and the labourers, shall all 
rejoice together. This, my dear friends, is th^ 
end of the saint^s conversation in this worlds 
this is the end of faith ; this is the end that 
God had in view — that we may be made per* 
feet in one. It is one part of the joy that was 
set before Christ, and the things hoped for, 
that are set before us ; it is the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus, and the 
inheritance of the saints in light ; a treasure 
in the heavens, where no moth corrupteth, nor 
thief approacheth. Then let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin that so easily besettcth us, 
and " let us run the race set before us, look* 
ing to Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith, who' for the joy that was set before him 
■endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God." The present is our seed time and harvest, 
arid we are commanded to sow to ourselves in 
righteousness, and to reap in mercy, and not 
to be weary in well doing, for in due time we 
^hall reap if we faint not. 

Prayer, my dear friends, is a blessed means 
by which God hath appointed to bring every 
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lof" tkfa * woriid ill ^^9 * great harvot day. The 
tftroogft of sen^iUe Ainners, wha are alarnioil 
add a«rakeo6d-to a sense of their dagger, are 
Ac fieids that are white already to harvest; 
The gospel* in the hand of a faithful labounror, 
is ifttevded to cut down, and gather together, 
the Lord's crop/ that is, to cut them off from the 
old stock of self-righteousness, self-confidence, 
and self-dependance, and to gather them out 
of the world, out of the old covenant, out of 
th&t carrraf security, and to gather them toge* 
ther to Christ, into the bond of the new cove*- 
iiaaif; that fbeit souls may b^ houiid up in tha 
biftfdte of Bfewith the Lord Iheir God ; and 
iilt6'thefbd6dcf peace and lote, (^whieh are &it 
b<l^ of pefffectiou) one with another, aiid> s^ 
fi%€fiheh This wheat mu^t be gathe^'MUM 
fbe Lord^s barn; into his housed and iwtoiibitt 
^Ulirch, the'honsehold of faith; whl»re ^e^ 
^Kithful preaoher, called a thmhin^g^itlMitk 
^mt baling teeth, IS «o handle the imrd'&flll^ 
tQtijr, :m4 so: to separate die n\^ fmai tlse^pHS^ 
l^s, and 4:he chaff fromibe-wheirt^ t(i brfaft|( 
-the ^aoul/ out from all ita^. felse coverts ia»4 
jese^riagfs, and from among those ' wbo^^ - aft 
light .^^and rain, and who ai^^ carried aw«)r, 
ifke^j diafi^'^^r withv every wind of i v^ooiiiyinei'M. 
^M^ite the 'Master (of. the grain tabes cbe^ftD^'^ 
4isfai€^ )andr^by i the ^ faitbfaii ' pneaj({hliig>'^v^te 
i^^dj.by creprocfs amlxiebukefl^ 43yojui^(KiW8i 
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mud caiAinities, by temptations and trials, aM 
by the heresies of false teachers^ purges h% 
Aoor ; and by dtetii, and at judgment^ gathers 
his wheat into his garner; wheh die master 
and the servants, the sower and the reapers, 
the husbandman and the labourers, shall all 
rejoice together. This, my dear friends, is the 
end of the saint's conversation in this worlds 
this is the end of faith ; this is the end that 
God had in view-^that we may be made per* 
fleet, in one. It is one part of the joy that was 
set before Christ, and the things hoped for, 
that are set before us ; it is the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus, and the 
inheritance of the saints in light; a treasure 
in the heavens, where no moth corrupteth, nor 
thief approacheth. Then let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin that so easily besetteth us, 
and " let us run the race set before us, look- 
ing to Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith, who' for the joy that was set before him 
■endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.*' The present is our seed time and harvest, 
artd we are commanded to sow to ourselves in 
righteousness, and to reap in mercy, and not 
to be weary in well doing, for in due time we 
^hall reap if we faint not. 

Prayer, my dear friends, is a blessed means 
by which God hath appointed to bring every 
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grace from Christ to U8« We are to l^tour 
requests be made known to him; and for 
our encouragement he tells us that the prayer 
of the upright is his delight ; yea, that he loves 
to hear it; ^^ Let me hear thy voicei let me 
Me thy £ice ; for sweet is thy voice,: and thy 
countenance is comely/' Prayer is casting of 
our cares and burdens on the Lord ; it is pour- 
ing out the soul before him, and shewing him 
our trouble; it is communing and correspond^ 
ing with Christ, and receiving grace from his 
fulness to help us in every time of need ; it 
is keeping the intercourse open between the 
Ldrd and us; it is our way of paying morning 
and evening visits * to the King of kings md 
Lord of lords ; it is going to court, and shew* 
ing our respects and royalty there;, it is keepr 
ing our debt-book clear, and cultivating and 
keeping up perfect friendship with a friend that 
loves at all times ; and therefore should never 
be neglected. Prayer is God's appointment^ 
the Spirit's gift, the saint's privilege, and Satan's 
scourge; therefore prize it, and use it. 

And now bow is your spomse r and how do 
you go on in the ways of God? If indoor 
work, that is conscience, be neglected, things 
3viU run qross, both in the fields and on the 
downs. The garden of spices must be attended 
to as well as the husbandry: and^ while the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness, are 
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and' let him have thte casting voice in all thy 
codMltations ; ^' In ' all thy ways acknowledge 
bitn, and he shall direct thy steps; commit thy 
'WsyS' unto him, and thy thoughts shall be esta-* 
bilBUed/' When God has been pleased to in- 
SiBlge US with hearness of access to him, and 
freedom and enlargement before him ; with'hu- 
mitity and self-abhorrence, attended with love 
and gratitude to him ; with hope in him and 
peace with him ; how composed and becalmed 
is . the mind ! How tranquil and serene is the 
'4Dul ! And with what fortitude and satisfaction 
lio we go forth to meet the toils and troubles 
of jthe d^, conscious .that there is nothing 
standing between us and our God, throughP the 
great undertaking and full satisfaction mad^t 
byotbci^Surcity of the better testament 1 Theiii 
]iiy*d60r bfother, may we ^* eat our bread wi^K 
J05, Jai^ dritlk out* wine" with a'meVry heari,^ 
fotOdd'tscfw accepteth our Works." - 

^j- Pl-ay give' my love to poor little 'Nan,' w 
1m pettish awi peevish Excellency ; ^rid to all 
.tli«t4ovfe the meek, the bwly, and the altoge- 
thiJt>-Jk)Vely.iSdn of God. I am at tithes lil^e^ the' 
pe^ ©agle^^I could stir up the nest St Lewes^^ 
aaiid^' 'l^pread ^the wing (often ixi imagmatlohy 
.oVei«. ^he^iiff -chapel ; biit^the piti\6n%''iQQ 
fibflft Wrfeaehi aridrofteii so cold thatit co'ufci^ 
ctfmtflttrwtsat* no- heat, suppbslhg tfte f^ai;^ers* 
l^tmUi fbacB fld far,^ X«itlxis^ Strait I'iUve'^feut'' 



tatifi«r9«r :|»t«r If^V: tbtS} i wish ycM aracb 
jiijpf^ifftac xUil^ M patient; if iu ^faefidd, bo 
Tatiattt i ii« . sball^cbe more than ^ conqMir ors 
Ihroiqgta. khn. that hath toir^d as. Qm V9y 
of the true lights mhidi leads us to.lQvejthe 
bre^i^li^a^* ^i|e grain; of ^ith in the Lord Jesus $ 
one beam of hope in the Son of God ; are of 
more worth, and of more value, than a thou* 
sand worlds, and will be found so in the time 
to come. Temptatjqns^ desertions, disappoint- 
ments, crosses, changes in the soul, from love 
to^nger; from freedom, to bondi^e, fron;^ en- 
Iwgieinetit' m : prayer to atrattness, from- baor 
^#tldag to fasting, from nearneaa to disitanc^ 
iftm kisaiog to quarrelling with the heavenl^y 
toidegmom, are certain prekdes to future es* 
tiMifelitnent, aind xindoubted tokens of presevK; 
lift' i|nd present grow^ ; M They that ha>« m 
e}iSLUgei ^^M TU)t God." Any ^ing, any how, 
itfthkir th^n i^ at ease in Zion. 
^'^ Oar God and bridegroom js a joaloas; God, 
jealbftv of his people's .love : aijd those that lb¥9 
h|m 4re jealous > of ^ his iote ; and whei^ thtre 
are two real lovws, both tiactttred .witli j^- 
laiAx^ itheit witl be q^ibbies, d^^piif?^ surmis- 
iilgt^ add isiKptGiona. : They will har to w: 9f ^14 
^ie^ainiesv^ sifting thsags fo:. the bottom i p^97 
Mc^tions'^viTC^Moni]^ ai^itatoti^; ki«^i^ :w4 

» 
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making up, and then breaking out again; scuft 
filn^, striving, assufning airs of consequence 
atid defep compunction for it, disdainful Ibok^ 
atid silent tears ; bitter words and loving hearts; 
perVerse lips and pious grief; contending, and 
yet fearing ; murmuring, and trembling at it ; 
running away^ and looking back ; longing to 
chide, but fearing to speak ; wishing to claim, 
but afraid to presume. I am for a wedding, but 
lie is forbidding. I have been at this till my 
carcase was nothing but a bag of bones, envy- 
ing all, yet best off myself: but now I know' 
that he is faithful, and loves for ever. 

Tender my kind love to Nancy, and tell 
her I have you both always in remembrance in 
my poor prayers. 

God bless you both. 

W. H. S. S. 



J . 
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1 RUCEiVED my dear brothers epistle, and was" 
not a little pleased with the contents' of it. 
Every cut, every stroke with the rod, every " 
reproof, every conviction, has a tendency id . 
open' the heart, that truth may enter ; and sboji 
aMt the beloved comes in add eats his pleasant 
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friiifs.' '** The kingdom of heaven,*^ Tommy, 
^^'^utferein violence, and the violent take it by 
rorce.". When the poor sinner is sensible of 
bis tost state, and feels the plague of his owu 
iiciart, he is the object whom Christ came to. 
save, and the patient that he came to cure. 
Such a soul, hungering and thirsting after righ- 
teousness; fixing his longing eyes upoaJesas;. 
mbiirtiing, sighing, and praying to him, with 
sincere and honest confessions; pleading the 
promises; loathing himself in his own sight; 
ac^iiowfedgin^* his guilt before God ; pleading 
the blood and righteousness of Christ; covered 
wiffi sTiarhe and confusion ; driven on by a sense 
of want, and encouraged by the kind invitatioas 
in the word of God ; such a soul, I say, is as 
formidable and powerful at a throne of grace as 
an araiy with banners. 

However abashed ; however backward or 
reluctant; however accused by Satan, law, or 
conscience; however discouraged by unbelief, 
carnal reason, or misgivings of heart; still we 
shouJd.pr€fcs through all this crowd; and, if we 
do but touch the hem of his garment, we shall 
be made perfectly whole. Npvergive up. Tommy, 
nor let a^ny business whatsoever hurry thee 
awaV from, this blessed privilege, this unutter- 
able^ blessing of calling upon God in prayer; 
ano 1 liQpe, ,by his assistance, to mingle my 
petitions \vith thine; tor, when once the door 

E 2 
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of liiprcy is completely open, wheil the throne Is 
^cpssible, when the intercourse is clear between 
d us, we have a heaven upon earth, and 
rliut my :>oul knoweth right well. Every enemy 
thci.. I liave encountered, has been subdued in 
ti is way: every care and burden that I ever 
f cilt, I haye got rid of at this Messed work j 
all the guilt that ever I contracted, has been re- 
moved in this way ; and out of every trouble 
and temptation have I been delivered by prayer 
to God. As soon as ever my pocket gets low, 
or if the Philistines be upon me, my only me- 
thod is to shut myself up in my study for five 
or six hours together, and to give myself unto 
prayer. 

Dear Tommy, ever thine in Christ Jesus^ . 

w. H. S.S.: 



'^. \ 



ecccxiii. * 

March 4, 179^^ 

I HOPE my dear friend hath not not loit all the 
unction and savour that appeared \ipou Win in 
our vestry at Providence; and I have iome 
confidence to think that thou, as Well asr thou- 
sands more, wilt be enabled to set to thy meI 
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tha|; God 13 true whea he says, "I never said 
tp the seed of Jacob, seek ye iny face in vain.** 
Apd again, " They shall not be ashamed that 
wait for me/* But there is a time for every 
purpose, and a set time to favour Zion ; and he 
ViU make us feel our need, and sorely long for 
that time before it comes, which makes it an 
acceptable time, a day of salvation, a time of 
release for debtors, and a time much to be re- 
membered by us. 

, O how hard, how trying, how provoking, is 
it to the sensible sinner to see one and another 
j^tep into the pool before him, while his wounds 
^tiqk and a)*e corrupt through his foolishness ; 
so that he goes bowed down all the daylong! 
But God knows their case, and what they feel 
apd* what they want ; but he will bumble our 
ppoud heartSi and lay low our haughtiness, and 
bring us to put our rnouths in the dust, " if so 
be there may be hope," But the longer w^ 
wait for it, the longer will our comforts conti- 
nue when they come. The deeper we sink, the 
higher we shall rise j the more terrible our tra- 
vail, the more wonderful our birth ; and, as our 
afiSictiohs abound, so our consolations abound 
alsq, I am a living witness of all this. I am 
Joyful, I am' comforted, at the tidings I hear of 
Jlis £2^:ellen^y's success; his name I hope will 
]^d^ Legion.' Thu5 does the true light shine, 
Aftd th^ v^Qrd of the Lord runs and is glori-» 
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fled i. apd mr^ly . wcu^derful WPfi^. in a yaj^.^f 
conver3ion are going ou among us. Two. thaj,f 
\jfere lately, brought out died ia th^lr firsj; iQve.^, 
several others have joined us, and more want t^.; 

doao. . ,A 

^. Tieuder my kind respect:^ to ypur spou.^ey.fro,: 
n^ djeax brother Jf;;ikiu3, Morris, and all fnen^5..j 
Excise h^9te; ray hands are cojld, and J h^y.fit 
nq &rfi^ God bkss thee and thine. = ,. ,,j ,v 

• >..i«c..j».. < >«,»-... ,\jv.' 

•'•••■'-•■■ ecccxrv. ■ '..!....«,.■:!? 

V -"I':- , " ■ . • t . . <. .' • . : • • - '...,. J. 

RECEIVED dear Tommy's epistle, and am fflad 
to^hear of his trials and deliverances, hopes 
' and fears, Joys and griefs; for *^ they tlialt have -, 
no, changes fear not God;** and they who lia.ve 
np daily cross are not following the Saviour. 
No life, no growth, no meekness, brokenness' 
nor contrition of heart; no humbleness of mind, 
nor self emptying, self abasement, self despair, 
self loathing,, nor self denying, but under con- 
tinual gh^nge^ trials, and heart searchings. No 
fervour nor earnestness, no struggling, wrest- 
ling, nor crying mightily to God in prayer, but 
under the sorest trials. No appetite for the 
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'ijfy dearly beloved Friend and Brother in Clirist 

Jesus; 

r .. . - 

I WAS sorry to leave thee so low in, sppfit 
^ont y^uf spouse's afiiictioQ ; an(i I. wi^h iTyuch 
to knovKT if God ha^i been plffisec) to. listen Jte 
mxr poor pel:itioq$ in her beh^f, as I had ^9 
^^U s[hare of enlargement fpi} hpv this morar 
ifig;^ dnd^hecefore be^ that my ^e^t friend. wiU 
iiiform Hie how sl)is is, O bow iQ^ompn^hem 
»bMf g?e»t i»> that Wessing of having God fof 
a^present help ill timfis of trouble!, And how 
^Hftpitely goqd is God for keeping us ftoqa dftr 
f9iit»ig. from h\xa in times of .prosperity and 
ea^ei whiob in. men professing godliness L; the. 
b^^t: j>f all if^grfttitudp, I have seien, wpwgl^ 
©fi't^is tQ m^i?? a wije maujn^i which; ha* 
fk^^^ tfep vjl/piiefp of human nature in tl^eWt 
and the unremitted and undeserved mercy, or 

God to me, who am no better, but far worse i^i 
heart than they. ' 

V I^^t potiing carry thee away, my dear bro^ 
then Let God every morning have the first 
minutes of the day, and the first thoughts of 
the morqitig. Let him be thy first counsellor, 
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and let -hira have thfe casting voice in all thy 
€O0ft«iltatfoas ; "In all thy ways acknowledge 
if and he' shall direct thy steps; commit thy 
unto him; and thy thoughts shall be esta* 
Ui&hed^" When God has been pleased to in- 
i/algt us with nearness of access to him, an(i 
freedom and enlargement before him ; with' Hu- 
mility and self-abhorrence, attended with love 
and gratitude to him ; with hope in him and 
peace with him ; how composed and becalmed 
i% . the mind ! How tranquil and serene is the 
4Dul ! And with what fortitude and satisfaction 
-do we go forth to meet the toils and troubles 
cf the d£^, conscious .that there is nothing 
-standing between us and our God, through? the 
great undertakiug and full satisfaction madi( 
byctbei^Sute^y <>f the better testament 1 Hien, 
]iiy»d^ar brother, may we ^^ eat our bread wiltli 
jajr, '^tid drink our wine" with a'meVry heari,^ 
lis>f'G(5d-norw accepteth our Works." ' ' c - * * 
t) • Pfay give' my love to poor little -Naii, to 
kid pett^h and peevish Excellency ; irid to all 
.t}lftt4ov% *he meek, the Ibwly, and the altoge-^^ 
thor iovely-iSdn* of Grod. I am at tirties lilce'the' 
per(» eagle*^! could Stir up the nest dt Lewes, ^ 
ajuA 'ijpread *'the wing (often fii imagmatioh^ 
.oVi»H ^he^ilff -chapel ; biit the ]^iti\6h%'^iQQ 
flbflft te^ itafeh, aufdr often so cold tWt1t couf^^ 
c<miMi|njtSate' 'tK>' hedt, supposlfclg tfte "^Ifeali^ers'* 
f^tmUi fbacB $6 far.- In this dtrait I^h^ve'^feut'" 



Heart and with my whole soul: I am God and 
change not." 

I believe that 193/cpiitinjiial conflicts bring 
much life to the people ; death works in me, 
but life tn tlierti';'atid my subjects have nothing 
of sameness in them, but great variety* 6f mat- 
ter dcnnesMCiit of the furnac;^^ $om^t^m$4 ^ 
"flilnfcinuf^ end ja near, and that I tro uml^i* <t;he 
:iasfa rrefv^i v4l9 ^rid • ^refreshings ; indeed' I Img ^to 
'Bid a BmkffsmsiffAl to these continual fog^and 
smabe r fi^ thi^TaathflOia makes life truly,^ bur** 
deilryiiamd /wpei^iftUy to ^e eoga^g^d itjir $0 fufxf^ 
dpttakifig. \ Tim outward man gri^atty decay^^ 
but the inland maa is r£}neweid> ati|d struggles 
hard; faith is neither weak nor dead* The 
Holy Sfyirit ta the life and the quickener of 
»evtBry grace ; and, as* he influeqrcea and inspires 

'^tltem^ao they act, either laingttid or .vigonou^ly. 
t But the wrenue of the King of. J^ings^ a^d 

r \Loi?d of lord«, arises from the works. of ^ith, 

' th6 htbonrs of love, and tl^e . patience of hope 
m our Lord Jeaus Christ. Ami, as he eateefns 
^hi» rerienue mo/e than choice, silver, and will 

; uevifer g^ve hi$ prai$e to graven imajge^, I am 
sure that He will never suffer the above men- 
tioned holy members of the new ma? to die. 
The principal work of the, wprd preached is to 
strengthen these, and to 39t fprth what is lack- 
ing iu their faith, to ke^ep them diligent in the 
assurance of hopeji and tp enlarge thepx in ;love, 



a» their bowels get straitened with' feti^ AtiS: 
I do visibly perceive that these are to be strength^- 
ened, refreshed, and increased, by reading, at« 
tention, confession, meditation, observation, and 
prayer. I now see that the. conflicts of my 
soul are the life of the flock : and, though I am 
at this time under the continual attacks of Ssl-* 
tan, yet I am looking out for better days, and 
for glorious accounts from some poor souls^ in 
future, proportionate to the soul travail that I 
have waded through. Pray, but liever faint 

God bless poor Tom and Nan. 

S.S. 
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Feb. 18> 1800. 



From the Cabin, on board tbe Providence, bound for 

the Fair Havens* 



. V- 



Gtlap was 1 to receive an epistle from ray dear • 
brother Tommy. Bless his heart for his %a)ld'^ 
remembrance of the Doctor. I have recetetly " 
had good success in fishing, being infonncfd of * 
three that were brought out by one cast of tlie 
net on tbe right side of the ship, which 'brings ' 
to my mind his Excellence's teai^t, ^ NeVferthe^ 
lessi at thy word we will let do Vim the neti^ ^ I - 



have lately preached sovm very rcmarkaWc dis* 
coufse& And last night the Lord was with me 
in the city — not to fish, but to thresh the moun-. 
tains, and make the hills as chafF. Samson 
among the Philistines never laid abont him more 
than the Lord enabled me to do under that ser- 
mon. My soul went heavily to the work, hav- 
ing been among the sick great part of the day, 
till I was tired. Perceiving the place fuU| I 
e^p^cted to have a poor dead time of it : hut 
when I began the name of the place was Jeho-* 
vah Shammab, for the Lord was there indeed. 

I am Jack of all trades. Some, under God, 
I beget to a lively hope ; am instrumental in 
quickening some ; and others God enables me to 
bring forth ; to these I am a midwife. Some I 
suckle, and others feed with cordial. Some I 
church, and some I present to the Lord ; while 
othej*?^ who are coming forth before the time, 
get a knock on the head, and crawl in again. 
So that, upon the whole, we are quite alive ; our 
nursery is very productive, and we increase and 
multiply. As to myself, I experience many 
ch[9^9gf a, : Sometimes am all alive, and then fast 
bojLfpil^ peevish and fretful ; tried in the cabin, 
bat it^^U.ig0d in the pulpit; quarrelling one 2ni« 
ni^: >«itb,H>yonjy friend, and crying over him 
th^^pei^t^ Sometimes ready to run from tlie 
wpfjf^ and then againb ready to run to it. N^t 
lopg agq .h$^;sl>one upon m^ wonderflilly in his 
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kmd providence; siflOB dben bis hand is fast 
dmedf nor can all tlie faitli of which I am pos^ 
aesfcd open one of his fingers; bat I keep look^ 
wg, and will do so nntii I die, for I viil not ho 
shaken off! He has smitten, wounded nod 
kiUed me ; divorced me from the law ; ^ wcnedf 
won, and wedded my soul ; and, knowings when 
I am well off, I will not be turned addft. It 
i^toh^ve and to hold — for bettv ferwocse — i 
fbriicher for po<»er; ^neither shalhdeath /ua 
two part. 

I rose early tliis morning to wi ite to {loor 
Tomt' and I believe Satan is officoded nd it« 
Kifld love to Js an. 5 * 

Fellow lime-burner, adieo. 

■ vr.H. S.S/ 
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* March 7, 1800. * 

I* * ' • • * 

F jDj dear Tommy knew the xesppct a»d ^<^ 

ce^R that I;^ave for him, aud thQ an;?pety tl^| 

I feci, for bis >vel fare, I think he - wfH^ldj har#> 

sent me ^ few lipes before now^ t Buthf seemt 

cfcfisi\an^4ie5.,,on i^^^ of^m jOflji ^^oldisft 

vhoc^jipot q;^cuse hi$ Iqaig ?ilew^.f<ff[!*^ft9^irf 
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Ijine, not yet for vmxit of matter ; for, vrl^etliorl 

hecopr^ joyful or miserable, the • heart is fuU^^ooci 
it>io.iiut'of tiie.abuBdance of the heart that the 
Hxdiltb ^peaketh. I liave been confined tn^elve" 
dajis fibtny room^ by a cold and fever, dari^ 
>^mh time I have had various changes pais* 
onrervcpc* Sometimes hopeful and meek,' atf 
cfiiecs 'SterO'^irfal and sad; and Satan not idle, 
bttb^Mviy <eiiougfa in helping forward tlie cala- 
mity!; bbut I am not altogether ignorant of his* 
devices; he has laboured at me so hard anid' - jo^ 
hmg, that he can bring nothing Qew. ' 

/: if£x]iected to have seen thefe before no^i 
but I suppose you are on the top of tlie' thoutit; 
and, like tJiie^Conixthians^can reigii as a king 
wi^l]^ut tho/ assistance of old invalids. Or is 
it otherwise? Have you hugged the new man ; 
have you nourished. aniL admired him, wept 
over him, melted and dissolved under his infiu- 
ence ; talked to him, smiled at him, and won- 
dered at his operations ^nd' influences, till you 
havCglost h'lvfi ? * Yes,' say you, ♦ faith and the 
word were bound to my heart, and tied about 
rty tifedc.-^When ■ I walked tliey fed riife, 'when 
I^ipt' -fhey kept me, and when I aWdke th(e|^' 
ttilfe4rfS*ithme;'-ft-ov.vi. 21, p:' ' YU*^a^ 
you," I'liare felt it just sb' indeed; ' Wdll, ancf 
nrheffetafre they how? * All gorie.' He^Has Ifeft! 
HHjifj!o|gtt'his'tru^? ' '^ Yes; he bame to ttie, he' 
forced ^bloVfiftg kjudnesisiipbn irie; hid inade 
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SO free with me, and encouraged me to sUctif 
femiliarity with him, that I confessed my vilc- 
ness and unworthiness ; but he kept wooing" 
and winning my soul, till he gained toy whole 
heart and affections entirely to himself; and"/ 
when he had done this, then he left me, tflf 
I became a mere carcase without a soul — b, ma-* 
chine— a mere cuckoo clock. This world ap-* 
pears dismal, all is dark and gloomy ; such Joys; 
as I never felt before are now fled ; and I envy^ 
the happiness of every child of God, yea, of' 
every carnal man that seems happy, and even^ 
the birds when they sing, and the sun when it 
shines/ 

Ah, Tommy, I have done more business in* 
these deep waters than ever you did, or thaH. 
ever you will do. If he goes a hundred times; 
Tommy, he will come back again, and do the' 
whole work over and over again and" againV 
This is true. Tommy; and time shall tell thee' 
whether I am a true or false prophet. He hatft'^', 
chosen us in the furnace of affliction ; there is 
the fire of divine wrath, of inbred his% the' 
fierf darts of Satan, the scorching sun of p«r- * 
secution, and the smoking flames of crUfel ' 
jealousy ; all which are often stirred up when 
the bridegroom withdraws himself from us. 
And now let me shew you, by the word of the 
Lord, where all this stands. Head TsSiali xlH.^ 
Foi'mer prophecies are come to pass in the be- 



Ueyc^r when he declares tlKse neur things-ogives 
us ^ nevr heart, a new spirit^ and a taste of thd 
i^w wine; verse the 9th.— This xnakes the poor 
seniles and islanders sing^ verse 10. — ^When 
we get into the rock Christ, and ascend -the 
mounts this adds to our song, verse IL — Such 
vessels of mercy give glory to him, and declare 
his praise, verse 12. When any great warrior 
or potent king starts up in the world — ^such as 
David was — all other kingdoms and states are^ 
jealous of him, and afraid of losing their king^^ 
doms ; and so it is here — " The Lord shall go* 
forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy ' 
like a man of war," verse 13. This fills thd 
devil and wicked kings with madness; and 
the poor believer, who is just brought to enjoy 
the kingdom of God, and the righteousoess, 
peace, and joy thereof, when he loses his joys 
the devil and sin harass him, and he is filled 
with jealousies. But the Lord shall cry^ roar» 
and prevail against these enemies, verse 13« 
His. powerful voice among his people shali 
throw them into labour^ like a travailing woman> 
and, t^Q^.e that persecute his poor travelling 
people. shall perish at once, verse 14. Satan» 
sin, and other powerful mountains of obstruct- 
tion shall be made low: he will dry up the 
sweet scent of the pharisees; and even in the 
Hoods of Satan's temptations his people shall 
find islands to rest upon. All the puddles of. 



the doctrines of meo shall be dritMl up, and be 
nFiU put a spring of living water in the bcarts 
of his saints, verse 15. ''. I will bjing the bliiid 
by a way that they knew aot, &c." verse 16. 

Tbis is the way. Tommy ; it is all IsMid down 
ip this forty-second chapter of Isaiafa ; and^ should 
apy thing aqicmg these scraps suit thee, gj ve the 
g^iory to God; and, if thou art in any trouble, . 
le( ipe. see the^, as God h^th sometimep com-^ 
fj^rtjied his petople even by a coalbeaver, anfi. he^ 
qm do ^t again if he will. The Lord tenopijDd 
AJbrahani, kept him long hoping and praying foy 
a son^ and then bid him offer him up as a sacri-: 
^f; and so h^ often reveals his dear Son to ^% . 
af)d the^ calls us to give him up, with all. th^. 
cassforts atteodiiig him; and this is a strange : 
thing that happens upto us ; but he only tti|)pX4, 
us, or . tries w ; for h$ will nev^er give us his , 
h^%% gift, and then take him. aw«y agaiji ; No;. 
^\ blessed is the man tl^ endure.th temptatiOQ^^ 
for when he is tried he shall receive the crpwo.^ 
-—God bless thee and thine. 
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July 26, lOO. 
PEAR TOMMYj 

I WISH that grace and peace may be tnuttiplie^ 
\joth to thee and thine. For a few ' days past- 
I tave been purely in health, and mucli strength- 
cned In b6dy/and have been not a little indulged 
in my privatfe approaches to my God; and" 
in every approach I have remembrance of thee, 
htixxg fully persuaded that gospel simplicity 
atid unfeigned faith dwell in thee, which are tbe 
greatest of all treasures. I have of late been 
initch enhrg^ed in the 'work of the Lord ; the 
p<<3jpaeS5 nearts and my mouth seem to move in 
cbtfcert. How "kind is my God ! How sweetly 
lias lie revived the work on my soul ! He has 
likewise given the two Miss T — 's a most glo- 
riotis' revival, and sweet refreshings from his 
presence, having stepped in and done the whole 
wwk over again for them. But my poor lady 
T-^-ii ill in bed, though I verily believe that 
her sickness is not unto death, but for the glory 
of God, and that the Son of God may be 
glorified thereby. 

A young damsel, who was in great trouble 
tnd distress of soul^ has lately written a letter 
to a friend testifying of her deliverance the 

VOL. Ill, F 
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booaskin&ikjr spriiignap<aflerwan}s> atksdiaM mow 
foeovDv^ to, God than all the blMd of ti^st^, 
w 4fa& tnsa^res :Df Egypt. AiHictio^s are seki 
ioiprodnce these; to ftesh and blood they'^Varb 
fiot jay mis, but grievous; ti^rertbekss, afteiv 
tnard they yield these fruits of rigbtaousMs^ 
ia diem that are exercised thereby/^ * Sett 
trials' create appetite, shew man bis real po- 
verty and beggary of soul, and convihce him 
of their woful state who are left to tbemselvei^ 
and have no portion but in this life. ^AMity 
'^Q$. keep; the mind anrd conactence awaloe, and 
make; us watchful and observant ; . aixl theioe^iis 
bi^t little, fear, or. danger of their falling iaMca^ 
.who are loadqd with a daily cposs^cha^a^ 
jevery moroingi and plagued all the.day;keDg.o^ 
\ irTbjese thix^ are my plea> rmy togfemeiit, 
imA my gloiy ; >| Thou hast knowa jm^vtaulJOh 
adv^rsibiiesr; tiiou hast searched ikiy liear^banB 
•^knolurB^ine.; thou hast chastened nieisoi!e^:>teit 
thi>ii hast not gireii me over imtx»4]^t}ri<aa 
,V9ryrfaitbfulnes$ liaat thou afflicted mt;^" iWfoen 
. there'aiie none of these things these ii9:i»OvCJaaoi 
vpon;God, no arguments, iki real senserof "want; 
nor i» there any real faithVin God^ ibr faifh h 
give«L . to us that we may take bold 06 tlie 
(Lord's Btrength, to b^arus up in timf^ of tron^ 
ble. All things work, for good, Tommyvffid 
yff^rmAy truly say " It is good-f&r.mfetbat I 



|i ^^rder.^ t^^;twt:l|?r tbe hemlpck .and nettles 

4}MitfpjtrQ(niH the gar^eoi and tbe roots of bit- 

fi^^Cfes, \i^hich have long bom . nothing . b,ut 

,^ifrs^: a»d thori)s, weeds and wormwood. 

'^V, ^phraipij shall ride, Judah shall plow, and 

Jacob shall break his clods." Ephraim, when 

^j^^liy^ergd, shall ride on the good Samaritan^s 

own beast, and see the work going on in his 

own heart, and in the heart of others, being 

an'^jvierTooker, a sort of foreman. 

Judah signifies ministers whom he fofmS 

for himself, to-slicw fprth his praise : they shall 

plow; but our spiritual Jacob, by hia power 

attending John's axe, or Jeremiah's hammer, 

shall break his *dods: h^Ai hearts, stubborn 

niinds, obstinate wills, and indissoluble obstruc 

tions. Tallow must be cross plowed, which is 

' uil against' the. grain of rebellious natiwre^.'it 

'{fl»lstiiB: well stirred^ to keep us in petpetuial 

ift^fai^ign^ in jeopardy, and in suspense; aad^it 

•^£3a£tfb['t^e mind not a little, as every stirring 

:iKsd5i^ci3^ something had. But the Lordf dg^s 

iix>^atiiiav tnay be deepness^ of jeartb ipc^e 

^iSt^olioerbBt ih. The more we are stirred^ Jbiiift- 

iilile^ sgftefdd; and rraiigned to the .will QfQt^, 

I^AeeBettrfrj-as. then we receive with .me^aa^s 

.^tbc i^k^aSSktti krord, '♦^hieh is ,ableJ:o;S^v^jHir 

.vBobW.r^^fBofcit cmusfe: be-.iaid'ttp, th^tfjQdijf^fLy 

XHst^xut^ fwtrcgivhy ,wsS^ the tidges^ ifefes^if Jie 

,tBfoanga\gi x^icrmv%L^l^\yasLt^v\tk hi^ g^p^I- 

r 2 
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iiess. And when he speaks a seasonable^ an 
encouraging, a supporting, a softening, a souT- 
dissolving word, O how sweet it is, and libW 
doEsJ^ the soul yield, nielt, moan, and weep';iin* 
der it ! What self-abhorrence, and admirarioti 
of God's goodness, does the soul feel ! This i$ 
i^eceiving with meekness the ingrafted word. ^ 
, The word of life makes us lively, the word 
of mercy makes us happy, and the gospel of 
peace brings peace. The power mixes the 
word with the soul—it is the good seed in au 
honest and good heart. As the things which 
are sown in the garden laris made to spring 
forth, so the Lord causes righteousness, peace, 
and^y to spring up; /* I the Lord create it*' 
iSo says the parable; first the .bl^de,.^ and' then 
the green ear, and lastly the ripe com in tl)(e 
*ar. Love, Tommy, is the root ; the gi^een blade 
is l?fein the soul, aspiring after God'; and the 
ehoicest grains in the full ear* are faith, h6pe/ 
RSmiHty, poverty of spirit, and restgnatioriHtcf 
the Will of God. This, Tommy, is a good shea?/ 
bound iip in the butidle of life, bowed to Wic 
sickle of ddath, and will appear ' attiohg' fhp 
shocks fully ripe. But, as for me, -1 am looking: 
and hoping for the harvest-home, whenth^rieW 
wine of the kingdom will be hibathedj whea 
tlie fountain of life and the river of pleasure 
display air their immortal resources, and end^^ 
less contents j when the tree of life shallvfeld' 
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s^l}, Us healing and perfecting virtues, and all its 
{iqh and delicious fruits. This, Tommy, is the 
Ipppe. laid up for. us in heaven ; and he. that has 
^d.it 4p will bring us to it 
^j ^ pray give my kind love to little Nan, and 
accjq)t/,tbe same from your affectionate fViend^i 
ggmpaj^OD, aqd brother in the best of families, 

hj h J- ^ . ' - . W. H. S. S. 
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^M sorry to hear, by your spouse^s letteri thg^ 
jjou^^re so ill; but qo trial, no faith; nofur-j 
H^ce,. no election; po cross, no crow,n ; wbijtter 
cufj^^fio consolation. I am at this time copfinf^ 
*?/;^ Toom v^ith a bad cold, and many rheumy* 
ticoaips fropa head to foot, attended witl;i a cpldf 
heart, and much deadness and infsensibilitvr.sQ 
that you may aptly say to' me, " Phy^iciftn^ 
ffealj .^l^y^ielf." But I cannot^ nor cap I heal 
yquf ^ But jail birds, or criminals in chains^ be- 
mff fejllpw prisoners, and. fellow sufferers, pftefi 
speak to eaclv other, which is. all tluiit I pretend 
to. at this. time. . 

I have lately had uncommon success in the 
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Lord s work ; tlie're has been a great ingatficif- 
njg of ^ouls^ botK by my books and my preach- 
ing, and people flocK much to Ijear ihe> especl* 
ally since so many thousands are convinced of 
tlfte fplly and deception of the missionaiy fiiisP 
ness.' But now I am laid aside, to humble itiif 
pride, and sharpen their appetites, that they 
may feel the need of one so lightly esteeftied,' 
You, Tommy, have been favoured witli a larg^' 
crop of corn, and z good harvest,' xvhich has if 
material tendency to lay the foundation of future 
jgreatiiess,— Vain imaginations can raise .man^? 
castles in the air,' while the stream of temporal 
Prosperity runs with pur earthly desires: but^ 
when the Vod comes on the soul, we are maae 
to se^how fast a hold the thi'n^s of this VorFd 
Ixave of our heart. While gold was as plentiful 
in Jerusalem a&^the stones of the broot, Skno. 
mbn'weht qii tuildjng, planting, collecting^ if^a- 
ftures, and increasing men-smg^rs and women- 
. siiigcfsj "and musical instrdments,'anid that of 
^^11, sorts; iintir his strange wives, ' itiordinatfe 
love and Idolatry, brought him to tlie stoof^if 
repentance ; and then he' called illf'iilhVailii:^ 
aiid' vexation of soul. And siire t am tliat ddh 
'will. teach us to put our hearty anien tb'tHfei 
confession before he takes us hence. ^ ' ^' ''^* 



It is. in very faithfulness that God 

us*; for without this we should surely go astf^; 

^arid vyhj^t surprises me tpost is, tlhat hV^ dhdiiftl 
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t^tij $0 much paiiis with us, when we know 
th^t hfi stands in no need of uS; for we cannot 
add to his happiness, nor ditninish it. fiut such 
19^ God*^ sovereign love and goodness to his own 
electa that he will chasten and humble them^ 
cross and try theru^ reprove and rebuke them, 
till they hug the cross, kiss the rod, submit to 
Hs will, and accept the g^unishment of their ini- 
qiiity ; and blessed is the man whom God corr 
recteth. Is it not true, that all whom he loves 
he rebukes and chastens^ and scourges every 
ton whom he receives ; and that he hath chosen 
us in the furnace of affliction, and will purg^ 
away all our dross, and take away all our tin, by 
tliese means ? And is it so, that all are bastai^ds 
who. are without chastisement? Then we have 
i^Q call to wonder at Paul's saying, ^' I take 
pl^^ure in reproaches, in necessities, in dis- 
tre^e^^ in persecutions for Christ's sake, for 
when I am weak then am I strong." 

. ,Come, Tommy, let us not cast away our 
pQnfi4cnqe, which hath a gr^at recompense of 
l^Mfard : for we shall yet praise him for the help 
(^rf his countenance, for he is our God ; and after 
thisi furnacie work is over we shall come forth 
as, gold, and wturn in the power of the Spirit; 
therefore hope thoti in God, far thou shalt yet 
piT^Ue hjm^ for he is the health of our counte* 
ij^qpe^ ^the life of our souls, and the length of 
our days. , All w^o ^re in gloiy got there 
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and let him have thte casting voice in all thy 
codftultations ; ** In ' all thy ways acknowledge 
bitn^ and he shall direct thy steps ; commit thy 
Ways UBlo him, and thy thoughts shall be esta^ 
liltsHedL" When God has been pleased to in- 
dalge us with nearness of access to him, an(} 
freedom and enlargement before him ; with'hii- 
mttity and self-abhorrence, attended with love 
and gratitude to him ; with hope in him and 
peace with him; how composed and becalmed 
is . the mind ! How tranquil and serene is the 
^iDul ! And with what fortitude and satisfaction 
4o we go forth to meet the toils and troubles 
of Jthe d^, conscious .that there is nothing 
•standing between us and our God, through? the 
great undertaking and full satisfaction ma^^ 
hydimSurety of the better testament 1 Hieiij^ 
ittyydim toother, may we *^ eat 6\xt bread with 
joy, '^tl4 driiik our wine' with a meVry hear^^ 
far^GcftJifforw accepteth our Works/' - ' ' 

-i- Ptay give' my love to poor litikle'^Nari,'Vo 
fcis pettidh awd peevish Excellency ; irid to all 
.t}lat4oVJ$ the meek, the bwly, and the alto^e\ 
therJovclytiSdn of God. I am at tirties lilce'tho' 
|)»(»p ©agle^^I coiilrf stir up the nest ^t Lewes, *^ 
ajuA ■' Spread *' the wing (often ip[ imagination; 
.ovutti the^HfF -chapel ; biit^the pjriro'h 'is''^qq'' 
fibOft fed itaehj and often so cold thatit coula^ 
cOttitflUn«S»1* no heat, supposing tl^e ffea1;^eirs* 

CAWM f dac& a6 far. ^ In tbis^ Strait I^afve'^feu f ' 
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telif <hfe Sh\«'iom^rf cross, and Wsutfer tor Christ^$ 
Mka;:i^ a diVin^'gift ; ** It is given on your bc^- 
imif,4^6t only* tc tfelifevd in Christ, bui also to 
UtS!tP ^f- his ikkeJ'^ Aiid,' as sur^ as we. suffer 
.with him,' so .sure shall we reigh with hijn : but^ 
^ovTeare without chastisement, then are we 
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leuriard^- ind not sons; and, if not sons, not 
lieirs'^ God, nor joint heirs with Christ. Be* 
$ildM; it is in trouble that. God is a very pre- 
pen& help ; it is in adversity that God knows us 
and'owns us; and they who continue wit^ 
Cflirist in bt$ temptations shall sit on the throne 
UtitbhkA: for it is by these things menjive^ 
and in all these things is the life of our spirits. 
S<^ God revives us, and so he causes us to live. 

By |io other means, my dear Tommy, will you 
grow, but by being em p tied from vessel to ves«- 
4sel ; by ups and downs ; by the horrible pit and 
the joyful mount ; by cloudy of darkness and 
rays of light ; by the deepest sorrows and 
swefitesjt drops ; by flames of jealousy and sou^ 
dissolving love ; by sad desertions and tratlsient 
Yisits ; by bitter sighs and sj^weet s^pport ;. b^ 
hnYd tboughts of the best of fiiends, and s?lf-;a)bir 
lioVr^ce for them ; by blasphemous temptations 
ilnd'-S;irdndeiful preservations; by slavish fears 
ahd ftielting joys ; by desponding thoughts an4 
budding hfopes ; by quitting the field and renew? 
itilg the fight ; by fainting away and pursuit^ 
%}^e en^ ; by sinking in hell ^ud soaring aloft ^ 
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by starving for want and eating one's iill ; by 
dying fop love and kissing to death ; by bold- 
nesa in pvay er an<I shame to look up ; by urg* 
isg our. claim and doubting the same; by call* 
iang^bim ours and confessing it is wrong. 

And now, my dear friend, I have told you 
lihe way that I have come ; and, if I have any 
understanding tlierein, this is the way that you 
wiif go, if you grow and get forward. * 

The work of my God prospers greatly in 
siy hands; I have ju$t parted- with a lady whd 
hy tny books was wrought upon at sea. She 
]ias been five voyages with her husband to the 
Mediterranean, and is now bound for Malta. 
But therdf is a secret something* teUs me that 
a most awful cloud in hot displeasure hangi 
over our heads ; and that we sbalt feel sotne^^ 
thibg of the effects of it before next Lady-day j 
in which calamity a just God wiH find some 
oliier emptey for the rich men of this country 
besides that of belying his providence, hatcltfng 
artificial fkmme, and grinding the faees of thd 
poor. Take this hint fronr4 the watchman^ -^nd 
stand last -in your hope. 

Yours to commaod, in undissefpblef^ loyc, , . 

W. H. S. S. 
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Marc]) laOK 



Mv dearly beloved Friend and Brother' in Christ 

• • • * .. » 

Jesus; 

r • ♦ r 

T ' ' 

X WAS sprrj' to leave tjiee sp Iqw io, spwit 
gfaont yiiuf spouae's affiactioQ; ap4 I. ^^i^h iriuch 
ta knojiir. if God ha^ bew pjfiisecl ta listen ta 
^F poor petitiaQ$ in her beh^f, as I had ih! 
^^U $h»re of enlargement for/ \kpx this mor^r 
iogi, and therefore besg^ that n^ c}ea>; frie^^ will 
iilfarm i^e how shis is« O bow iQpoipprisheTif 
»ij:rly gi?eat iss th^^ Wessing of having God fof 
af^pf!9«ent help 1^ times of trouble!. And haw 
^Hfwitely ^oqd is God for keeping us ftom dftr 
pftftwg' ffom Mpa in times of , prosperity ,an4 
ea^el whiph in. n^en profiessjng godhiness i^.tbe. 
baa^^t: pf all iE^gratitudp, I have seien, ^wf^^s!^ 
e£ this ta pi^l^e a w.i$e man ma^i which; baa 
l^tSW^ th? vjilprMj^p of hupfian nature in thenu 
and the unremitted and undesi^rved n^ercy .or 
God to me, who am no better, but far worse ii> 
heart than they. ' 

-c; l^t p|o thing carry thee away, my dear bro^ 
then Let God every morning have the first 
minutes of the day, and the first thoughts of 
the morning. Let him be thy fir$t counsellor, 
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and let -him have the casting voice in all thy 
consuitatfons ; " In ' all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and lie' shall direct thy steps ; commit thy 
'^dty& unto him, and thy thoughts shall be esta^ 
Uished." When God has been pleased to in- 
dulge us with nearness (Vf access to him, and 
freedom and enlargement before him ; with' hu- 
mility and self-abhorrence, attended with love 
and gratitude to him ; with hope in him and 
peace with him ; how composed and becalmed 
)s . the mind ! How tranquil and serene is the 
m^ul ! And with what fortitude and satisfaction 
ido we go forth to meet the toils and troubles 
of t^ 6^y conscious .that there is nothing 
standing between us and our God, throu^i/ the 
great undertaking and full satisfaction ma^ 
byothci^rc*y of the better testament 1 llienj^ 
]iiy*d6a^ brother,* may we ^* eat our bread witn 
jc^, '^1^ driiik our wine' with a merry heari,' 
lor"G(5d'now accepteth our Works." ■ ' "" 
*)• iPtay give my love to poor little ^Nan^^tQ 
hu pettish and peevish Excellency ; arid to arf 
.ttiiitiloVK *fhe mieek, the bwly, and the altoge- 
ther iowfy^Sdn of God. I am at tithes lilce^tho' 
j^(Mi eagle^^I could stir up the nest ^t Lewes, 
ajiiA -spread ^the wing (often ipi imagmatioh) 
4)Veri tfh*K)Hff -chapel ; biit the plrilb'n 'is'^'toQ^ 
^h&ft W rfeafehi and^often so cold thatit co'ulf^' 
c^iMfUlTaeaiit tK>' heat, - suppositig the fb^Mts ' 
fiijuM fti*^ 66 fair. - la this Strait I'have'^feu t " 
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Jbcre lA «sf bwct^ csf^bte of beaxing arm^ bii|; 
winit sr« atogmcll^ wmxaoaed, an4 ral)ijei| to 
jam the mfanad a^iaacff. Unbelief aeems 19 
Jbe tibe aecopd in copomaad, which with enmity, 
sM^^diicqiiteiity peevishDesa, fretfuluess^ stub- 
bonii^aa, and perveraci^ss, sieem to carry all 
before d)em« £^(ifa^.4a ftedy aubmis^ion i^ 
wouiuled lA tb^ head, fod the vplce of faith 
caanol; be beard ;fpr thfi^|¥>j^ and 4!laniour of 
war* 

J^5>rt^(u4c and consolation' aio hojth at MUe- 
tpxi)^ »Ack; fmlj poor hppe is with m? ;f fad I 
hppp ^^ peace und truth will ^o :^eir dil|< 
goDCf to ^nie to me before wipt^ej;^ Every 
trsfd that I mept with is magnifiedlinlo ^ moun- 
tain «f brass j every disappointment is sjet bj^f^pf^ 
me as the fruit and effect of God*s indignatio^, 
afld the picture thathe takes in plaguing me. 
"jfl^ose Jthat are at ease, in carnal secu^rity, twiqe 
dead, and rolling in wealth ^and .pleasure, are 
represented A^ the quintessence of all felicity. 
Every one whom I have known to have been 
once as poor as -myself, and w^ho are now deli- 
vered from the dunghill, and, like Abraham, 
grejatly blessed with plenty, are continually 
brought to my mind. These looked to him, 
and were delivered; but for the coalheaver 
fliere* Ts^no deliverance — he was cursed with 
tt^ggai^ from the cradle^ (ind must be a ^^rv^)it 
^f (i^Yvants to the grave; " And now we call 
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bcoasBsti^b^ spring up tafterwanh) alfdiaM moM 
^Kr^^mui. to Ood than all the bl^od t^i$e^% 
«r ^he trea^res 4)f Egypt. AftictioBs are senit 
to 'produce these; to &esh and blood they'^^arb 
flot joyoiis, but grievous; «i*renbeks$, rfteti- 
iimrd they yield thcaie fruits of rightttousn^s^ 
in diem that are exercised thereby.'* * Soft 
trials' cnsate appetite, shew man his real p0- 
Terty and beggary of soul, and convince him 
of their woful stete who are left to themselvei^ 
and have no portion but in this life. ^^Ai^iOr 
jtions keep, the mind and conacienoe awaloe, and 
make, us watchful and observant ; anAl thdce/ii^ 
but Uttle.fear or danger of their fallings kwx^ 
.who are loaded with a daily cross^ chastenfeB 
Tevery morning, and piqued all the .day /long, oj 
.i:Tb^$ft this^ are my plea, fmy tt^bmeiit, 
m^ my glory ; ^| Thou hast knoim jit^ >facul>J9b 
adv^rsitnesf; thou hast searched miy liearJbanH 
:JwaMrBbme.; thou hast chastened nieisoi!ie^>teit 
tb^u hast not giren me over imlbodeatfafij^an 
.veryrfattjbfulness liast thou afflicted^ m^" riWhait 
there- ace none of these things these & bo )i!Jam 
•^poPiGod, no arguments, no real sense of iraBt; 
nov 13 there any real faith. in God^ fox iailk h 
giKen to us that we may take hold of 1^ 
i Lord's strength, to b^arus up in tmf^ of troia^ 
ble. All things work, for good, Tommyv^tjfd 
y(^mAy truly: say "It is goo4;f^jmfett)at I 



hMt been alBicted, for befoit this t-^tftit «fti!ra^/^ 
1* Qait not away your oonfideoce/' my cfewL;^ 
telovtd, " which hath a great xeoompease of 
Tcwarcl." It 13 the business of faith to stand 
its ground, and to hold fast. Faith is wonder- 
Inily allied to God, being born of him, and 
^* whatsoever is bom of God overcomedi the 
world J and this is the victory, even our faith.'* 
.. Faith brings distant things near, and makes 
^ture things present; it is Christ^s aid de camp ; 
it p^ttpares the way for him, and makes ready 
ihis residence, for he dwells in the heart by 
£iitdi4 And Christ is known by the wctfk^that 
fae does, and by the rewards that he brit^^S. 
ifie iA to sit as a refiner's fire, to purify m; hk is 
to Beatcb ns ; ** Aft the churcli&s shall know 
that> lam he that search the reiits and hearts.^ 
fie takes away the stony heart,^ melts ua wifth 
loire^ and gives peace: ^.dur advocate, he 'ai^ 
ylfiiicea all our enemies and Accusers t he siiin^ 
xihtotnisv and out of lis ; "Out; of Zion, the^per* 
^^tetlUn of beauty, God hath shine4" He makes 
'oa^bRoeedii^y giaid with his countenance, alid 
ffliieis mup' to hdpe for future glory, which is 
^* Owt's ihy»t^ry among the gentiles, Christ iti 
^W tSte *ho^e of glory/' And I am fully per- 
'ttmi6d thi* illy dearly beldted frietid is not 

l^<ffftiit t)f tbiese things. 

"" ^tould be^glld to see yoli at Griekl6W6od, 
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Tcndrr injr kite to dbmc, and tbs 
lus.£Koelkiicy, attd aU tfat sMto^wd fMtUttl 
in Christ JeMS. 

w. SL Sl S. 



CCCCXXIV. 

Julj 10, 1801. 

Dear Brother in Christy 

Whom I love in the truth, and for the truth « 
sake which dwelleth in us, and shall be with m 
for ever; Yours came safe to hand.laat mght^ 
and I thank you kindly for your care.6>r,QHI 
in sending the things* I intended this dfQr«ta 
have written to you, as my chapel in MqnliiWeH 
Street is shut yp to , be repaired so that, .1 h|t^T0 
^ leisure day. My poor young bpiBcis doid^. 
a|id^ no. small quantity of my hay spqilU ili.QC)i|<:| 
sequence of a lingering and expensive, hqimji^-: 
ing. These who are burdened with ^e. aht^T- 
ance of this world's goods must sufter loiM^ 
while those who are quite naked can l^ave 99||ie 
of these temporal losses to vex thei^ The dfr 
vil and I have been engaged in cloj^ action fo^ 
several days^ and are at , this miiment togethcf 
by the ears : not one member of the old Vi^^ i^- 
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Ibcttia ngF iMKt^ caff^ of beuiag arm^ bii^ 
winit ws jitogmcll^ snmmoaed, an4 ralliei^ to 
joift the mferoari a^iaace, -Unbelief aeems t9 
Jbe tiie MCOiid «n copiiDacid, which with emnity, 
laa^y^ft dwpBptmt, peevishness, fretfuluessj stuh- 
iMnroesSy and perverseo/ess, sieetn to carry all 
hefi»% them* P^(4f2¥Ml ii^ ft^d. aubmission is 
wouiided \n tb^ h^, fad the vpice of faith 
canaat be board fpr |h6|TV>i^;and ^ilamour of 
war* 

JFj)r4tu4^ and consolation* aio ho;i;h at Mije.- 
tiii% sick} Mrlj poor hppe is with m? ;r ^d I 
bopf^ ib^ peace and truth will ^o :^eir dil|« 
gcfncf to cooie to me before wipt,^r^ Every 
. trial that I meet with U magnififedin^o |i moun- 
tain x;»fbmss;<every disappointtneat is s^et bief<pi^ 
liie as the fruit and effect of God*^ indignatio;ili, 
a^d liie pleasure thathe takes in plaguing me. 
drhose^hat axe at ease, in carnal secu.rjty, t\vic;e 
dead, and rolling iu wea}th ,and ^pl^sure^ are 
represented ^s the quintessence of all felicity. 
Eretydne whom I have known to have been 
once as poor as tnyself; and who are now deli- 
veted from the dunghill, and, like Abraham, 
greatly blessed with plenty, are continually 
brought to my mind. These looked to him, 
and were delivertd; but for the 'coalheaver 
tfiere* Ts'^no deliverance — he was cursed with 
ibeggai^ from the cradle, and must be a ^sprv^jrit 
ofi^tvaats to the grave; "And now wc pall 
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the proud happy; yea^ tfaey thatnrorli widccd* 
!ness an^'set up; and they tAiatrteatptGboddre 
eiren 'Slivered;** MalacfaiiiL 15-;r^ ; 

This is the^^ifars m which lam noiren- 
j^ged, and these the deep waters wherctQ I ton 
at present occnpyiDg business: -^ And' ivteit 
Aepihs of divine truth are to be brought ont .^of 
these deeps Ilcnow not, nor to whom they rare 
to be appfied : but this I know, that some*, poor 
sinner will reap the benefit of this my soul's 
sore travaH ; for the ambassadors 6f 'peace shall 
-weep bitterly, and as soon ^as Zf6n travails* she 
brings forth her children. I have had enough 
of this labour to bring forth a thous^^ ; but 
we must travail in birth again and again before 
Christ is fomied in them ; and this T know by 
' wbcfdl experience, • 

Dbdieated from the dark regions of the sha- 
dow of death ;' at war with the devil himself; 
tried of God)* and hated of meh. " t* . \u 

CCCCXXV. '•>'^('n 

♦ 

MT^KARTOMMV, t)i^.^,iim. 
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^^€ritA(!£' And-pea(^ibe witto tli^Mai^ jiopfiait- 
tleNw. £4mvey since vlteftiinyidfjaflffdMds 
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tural element^ amd my.d}d\$[ tmpy^y. ^^y^fifi^^ 
is t^tmhtvA la oiy .God fer ownmg ^d» jutpssing 

tbi pooTypkifiilbbQmv of hk.d49in9ml.4^4:^" 
tsiiteA iervaate; :mid for making sju^h^ pQpr 
wtetsclies. his. mouth, hi& ines9jeog9rs, ^n4 ^i^ 
'ombasEtEidaiB^'^^aiiibassadors of pca(;e l^suc^jHP^r 
^dopaterraiasdwcllsolitvy ia the jbop-of C^riqHply 
'best in the wilderneasi and .sleep in tbe^wf^^s. 
^e>ncn»r^iid respciqt which th^t pQQf . ^G,i)ea^t[gres 
)ryieMfiedtD<the.Coalheave]r in the orqb^i^o^d 
I^iierffltttot ion they paid to tl>e irordi^th^ja^^ajiity 
^usbd^^affeotiOiiate leietve they took oi u% t^pth 
> vb^iOQl^»,.hj2^ Uinks, by oodi^ a?)4 by ,rt)fr'Sh^e 
vrb&tbei haad, coavjitf)^ me t^at . Zionj^ . .^Tids 
were stretched out among tb^tp* Tbjf^ithiri^e- 
tjfeldf.bve af> tlie Fittlipr^ Soo^ aid Sp^];i|^;is the 
>Mic8efoIdv wrd tiiat shall ue^er^ bc^ brokj^iVj ffnd 
all that love Ghristi and oof .; a()Qt|por. ^r-his 
^a^e,]i^a]J never want an evidence, a token for 
good, a sure token, nor an infallible witness; 
The Holy Ghost is a spirit of love and powei", 
and the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of pro- 
phecy. V {^'y / ; ' > 

My soul has been much engaged with God 

ollf be]^f of his Excellency and his poor charge. 

The Lord keep us alive, for there is bread enough 

iiSnomr Baliier^ihoiise/aftA J;'Qjpti9iiGLnfl)^g^ust 

2bi»blthfttbwi|ana)Qhivo:;i^Beg?aj«&y, TfflSW ^*us 
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have full belliesi plump^ ebeeks, .and cnllppi^ nf 
fat' on our. flanks; aiKlt^i>9li l^:Uki^r^h&if9pb!3 
loan kine, mating i>{> others^ aad getting^ Jicdnec 
by so doing. . I do loi^ to l^opw iiosr rtbc^ppgtr 
old creatures at the bower «are ; but I oaoi. jheax 
HP tales ' BOi* tidings about them ; yet imit|}7aiul 
l)4»pe tell m^ that they are better, but I waot to 
)}ear it with my ears* Pray give my kind Ion 
to Mr. and Mrs. Mi to hia Excelleney, l}tHR 
Nau» 9jh1 all fri^ids. .*. , : j, ^,.» 

" The^£;oTd bf all lords We»you alk ^ •: 
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' ccccxxvr. 

- • The Ciibm, on board die Providence/ J^. 20, iBO&* ' 

^ f» )'■ ' '■'*^ ' ' • ' ' '■ ' . •♦ f» •_ r 

^lusfy j:apAY . I went to see .poor^,. wbp.wa? 

U^ty^ek ^Duttea with apatalytiQ stroke,, tbi^ 

h^ taken aw^y the use of ids left iide ; hf^ \if 

^* y^Tf happy, and spoke most subUroely of^t^be 

4^T Redecimerof poor lost sixmers;. andrwi^l^^ 

both he and hi3 poor dame blessed God for ^f^4r 

ingforthi a^jd that .(hey overheard, thatp9or 

4^i^ed wretch called the CoaUaeayer*. .-Aft<V 

I i^f^l seeahim I returned to. the; C^)^, ^nd in 

my w^y to town called, at Cricklewqp^ J^^rP 

X.$awyour cp^rte^.^r.whi^^ you,; I 
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have had a sworn battle with the devil, the ac- 
cmiitt of which I have seat to J. B« and, that 
it might reach your ears, have directed it to 
be left with you, that you may see ha\r the dc^ 
vil has dealt with the Doctor. 
- In that battle the fool's lips entered intd 
contention, and his bdck called for strokes* 
However, I am now mute under the rod; sick 
of sin, .of self, and of my own way ; and my 
faith and hope still centre in the good Physician^ 
wha hasc often shewed the tender compassion of 
a f^al neiglibour to the poor defenceless souls 
who have fallen among thieves^ Under his 
frowns I cannot live; to be separated from him 
is dying all the day long. I am therefore, like 
Doeg, detained before the Lpi;d, and will by no 
means quit the cabin, hoping that he will not 
cQotftnd' for ever, mr be 4v\fay? WTpthf . I be- 
lieve that he will speak peace to his people, ap^ 
to his saints; nevertheless, at the next ottsefl 
feaflshall turn again to folly ; for ^* thethoughts 
of foolishness is sin," and in this I am scldbrii 
free. Xorig-s^iffering with joyfulness ii what 
f shall never krrive at; it is for those that are 
pferfect How solitary is the soul when the 
Fither of spirits \vithdraws! How disconsolate 
the wedded soUlwhen the sweet Bridegroom 
stitids behind the wall, and shews hihfiself 
thtoiigh the lattice, while the enemy msults, 
^ith i '^WhtK is now t|jy God! " . B^t there 
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is 3;promi5e» AD.^ it stancls'fast, *' Thou^s^alt' 
fgr^e^ tbe ^hstne of thy .youth, and sdaltf remem- 
ber Jthcjepro'adh. of thy widowhbocf'iili n^^^^ 
for thy Maker is thine husband,*' and lie mtes 
j>^ittipjj ^way. The possibility of adivorce nere 
would be attended with every bitter liigre^en^ 
that a flighted God could reflect, and a torm^n^ 
ing devil inflict; but the covenant '.'fs w^*^o^l^ 
derpd and sure, and stands fast^ bem^ "(fbne* ip 
truth and uprightness. /^ ^ '''^ 

The poor flock praise the discourses tfiey 
hear, while I am fetching them out of the fur- 
nace of affliction. They eat the honey, but 
Samson kills the liom -It ka truth— the harder 
we row to bring the vessel to land, the more 
the sea works and is tempestuous against us, 
Satan has no cessation or respite but when he 
canlotfainieave to wreak his rage upon us, and 
our bcjpi^ett upo* earth isH hdH^O hfHK- rWhea 
|tja5j,eijd.cpme3* ^ind he has no more sheep 
wpjr^yi, l]e will tfien vertt his desperate rcA^^j 
PA Al^? goat^, and torment theih most '^fi8 
have been his^ most faithful alHes, Which i^^bHfc 
^\i;fii|. j^rt of the wages of sin. You see' t im 
JGip^ by the waters of Babylon, sat down^i^ 
jg^ harp on the willows, unable to' i^ing dre 
Xord'S'iion^ in this strange landj ye^l'fefriem- 
herZiQxXi bjut most of all the fornier beaiilies, 
l^pd ,tjie fptmer Joving-kihdnesses, ofZron's kmg ; 
and 1 find that the enjoyments of mdntlSs*^ttiat 



ar^ past wjU i^ot suffice now* It will not do to 
live on ppst attaihoients; ive must press for- 
warii!^ though it. is li^rd 'work to go in the eye 
of the wma, and the gospel doth not allow us 
to ta^k about, but to look straight forward. 

My eyes tell me that it is time' to shut up 
shopi for those that look out of the windows 
^re 4arkened. My kind love to his Excellency, 
little' !Nan, Mr. M. and all friends. I send this 
that you may see what the Doctor iSj as well as 
how he looks. 

. Ever yours, 

... s^s. 

">" "'. ft 'I' • • ►' • " . ' 

>a j-<. .■•.■. . • • CCCCXXVII; • 

un ntx'.' . • , ......... , .. ._ , .. 

•.ii7^ ..;. .i. . ..■-•: . . F*. 23, 1803. 

''^(']«ky dearly braved Brotlieria Uie hotAJ^sfuf, ■ ■ 

ttAyf np doubt but you are still in the field 
ot action. The law jn the members will con- 
|inue,tttw^r as long as the law of faith is m the 
mind; faith brings an eye-sore to Satan, Because 
k%came from Christ, and holds fast and abides 
bx (^hristj and his interest. Unbelief iS of Sa- 
tan, and staunch in his cause, and will malce God 
a liar in. his word, rather than prove disloyal to 
Satan. This sin is Satan^s best ally; his shield 
inr^usi his bolts and bars: w,ithout wmcn ' pe 
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tin do but little : hence be labours baM td 
dtreugtben and encourage it, and to atk up aur 
reljeUkm to take fiart with it against God, as 
jrou may see in Thomas^ Zecbariah,' and others. 
But " whajsoever is born of God overcomes the 
^rld ; and this is the victory that overcomes 
the world, even our faith.*' 

Faith, Tom, is born of God, and is a fruit 
of God's most Holy Spirit; it is a most noble 
warrior, having overcome the world, and was 
itself never overcome. Faith lays hold of the 
Son of God, who is its own shield, and by t&is 
mean^ quenches every, fiery dart of the wicked ; 
for, thougli these darts often gall and unsettle 
us, harrow up our inbred corruptions, and in* 
flame U3 with anger^ rage, and ipiritnal and carnal 
jealousy, yet faith h<^lds up the shield, and, by 
shewing and applying the atonement, quenches 
the flames qf these darts, 40 that the fire does 
not burn to destruction, so as to set us on fire 
of hell, which is what Satan aims. at Eshh 
puts on the breastplate of righteousness every 
time that peace is restored to us, and is to. u^ 
continually a fresh proof that in the Lord we 
have righteousness and strength. It' is the 
breastplate that guards the heart and oonsdeiine 
against all the reproaches, accusations, and 
condemnations of Satan ; so that he catinbt sink 
us in despair^ though he tries hard, and at time^ 
«^trus t6 the very brink, so that lire kno^ not 



mi ^frWdhe^di^^^^halt'ftlf, whether inttJ dfe-- 

»fbniy ^^ M f&f Aie/'Sayis the' PsaTmi^t,'^»^^y 
fcrtfWrfe^mosrgofte; my steps 'hid^vdl%{^ 
rii^ped'pftr alfday long haired 1 b<*en'j>lagife<f} 
am**€towtenftdev«ry morning.*' But^ftJtli htfWrf 
fast her breastplate, which is cxpi'efss'ly calR?rf 
the rightebus^eito of farlh ; and the more she 
is dbstiHiGted and opposed the stronger she gets;' 
*^'vThb* righteous shall hold on their way, ai>d 
ihfy Ibhat have ckan hands shall wax^slrbAger 
atiA stifeiiger.'P- - - - ■ - ' •-: f; , . . .- 
, \ Sometimes it so happens that we «ine brought 
]iito:;eaptfvity to the law of isin which is in our 
niehlbe^s, and ym have utdthing setbefori^ ufe io 
fbediOir^biit^tiiislastS'of the flesh, which' afe'our 
sof^rdwftil 'meat ; even the thoughts' <rf fooKiih- 
nes^isisin. Oorwretchfcd rebeHjon tisausesthe 
Ups'tomuttefi* perverseness,' whi^h iticreai^s^our' 
guilt}' batitir the end faith eye* the -^romWe of 
vi<M)6ry, looks again 'to' tlieicrucifixioTvy applied 
tjrcfatoitmnent, melts the soul; and resti&fes peai:©;; 
Thu&againwe overcome hfm by the bixiod of 
tiro La«ib,>dndby the word of ^otir testimony; 
airft raiw;jbei ng restored to the .joys^of his sal- 
valnon^^amd faYoiired witlx:auothci»: spark: of xli*; 
Vine lovts^itfOQi' tia^ ak&f ; .we tJry o«lt, ?Nay4 »but 
**Jmi? aHfffchos^n tfeitigs: we .ai'«e rmorc $ thaa» ;cojd* 

qpiCfrdr${tbiJO«gkhin9^>tbatrha'thitoiie4 ^: 

:ofiEti«ndiev?l and: the Dactorf tevorlately had 4 
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sh^rp conflict, in which I stuck to him with 
every weapon I possessed : it was blow for blo^, 
wound for wounci) ^4 s^Fip^ for stripe; for It 
is a hell to my soul to hear and feel his insolence,^ 
ragCfiisc^vioiisness, and blasphemy; and it is as 
cojn.plete a hell tohiip to hear us cry^ pray, praise, 
and bless God. He never can feed but upon 
our corruption and our misery.} ^* Dust shall 
be the serpent's meat." When we arp in dust 
and ashes he banqi^ets; but in our festivaia hei 
fasts^ and sits hi sackcloth. ^^ So nm I^ bukitf^. 
at tinc^rt^inty ; to fight I, but not as those tha( 
beatth« air.^ 

- Tom, my £^iQW soldier and fellow su^er^r 
these a!« spoils from the field of action ; sent 
bj^'obi'w^hcMis faint, yet poriuiog; wearied :vith: 
the'tcikof #ar, yet in arms ; hoping far ^..penr 
sion/yet ejc^ecting no ijuarters. 



-■^ 



God^ bless tbcc. Erer thibe 
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Match to, t609: 



Qn boar<l His Majesty's Ship the Providence, bound 
for the Fair Havens, and on her way ondet; satt, the 
wind at S, W. in latitude 53. 

JL RECEIVED both yours, ai|d thank you for 
them ; aad one from my fellow ^klier, who |, 
atn tliankful is better, lest I ;should hay^ sorrow* 
ppon sorrow; for labourers are few. ipdqsdi. 
thofigh the harvest truly ia.gkre4t^ I haye a 
cold and slow insver upon,' me: but my jigajt ;^ 
jiot frozen, nor am J scorched with aj fl«ry . 1^\^,. 
•thio«|gh J feel many fiery dartsv - Bui ^l)e. hreiastf: 
plate of imputed, righteousness,; whid>; faU^ 
takes hold of and puts on, is divine, impenetrable, 

• 

and invincible armour: pfoof against tbe sword 
pf divine justice, for the just God justifies 
the bel^dver; and it is proof against every 
threatening, sentence, denunciation or curse 
even of a broken law, the law not being made 
tp pondemn a righteous man, for the righteous- 
ness of faith is witnessed both by the law and 
the prophets. It is proof against all the lo- 
gic of carnal reason, and the pleas and pretences 
of infidelity, a fainting, desponding, or misgiv- 
ing heart. The breastplate of righteousness is 
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proof against all the charges, judgments, or sen^ 
tences of the strictest, mo^t enlightened, and 
well informed conscience. 

Conacieoee may charge me with backsliding, 
with maay fits of unbelief, ii ith rabeIlio% i^<- 
gratitude, and with, many slips and falls: but 
never does my conscience pretend to p;:oyejm| 
a wicked man, or a sinner; much less a crimipal 
or,,an heir of wrath. The iust man falls seven 
times, and rises agam ; " though the righteous, 
fill, he shall not be utterlv cast down, for tlic 
Lord upholdeth him with his hand.*\ He nray^^ 
lose his feet, his foothold, his steadfasfness, liis. 
full iissjurance, and his steps ; but he never ^o^Sj. 
Ins tjtle; he is the just man, the righteousmaa 
still: and therefore he must rise a^jain. For the 
righteous shall hold on his way. This breast- 
plate is proof against ail the inroads of sjii anil 
batan, and guards the soul against ev?ry penal 
evil in the hour of death ; for the righteousness 
of Christ is upon us, unto justification of lifej, 
and Jie that believes shall never die. ^ It is also 
proof against the divine sentence of the vene- 
rable and adorable Judge himseli\— CfondemH 

trie wicke\l, says God, but justify the'righte- 

''"*''. . • • *• • ^ ' • ' * 

bus, to give him according to his righteousness; 

" Oj)en the gates, that thie righteous nation may 

enter in:" " Tlien shall the righteous shine 

forth !as t;he sun. 

Dear lom, ever voui^, 

W.H. S.S. 



«? 
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ccccxxix. 

r'' • » Septiss rsds. 

My d^*tfl/l/el6v^ Brother lii the Lord Je^9-iGra«?ef 
• - ' and peftce be ^itb tfaee. . **-'• 

J WAS truly sorry tliat my poor dear friend was 
sick : bi|t my faith said, " This sickness is not 
unto death, but for the glory of God, that the 
So;a of God may be glorified thereby;** in rals- 
ing hini ,tipj,purging his dross, reviving his hope, 
hu(nl>Hi^ his soul, renewing his mind, brighten- 
ing iiis views, banishing the world from nis 
Iieiart, ana increasing his faith, and attracting 
Kii^ love. And, if this is not gaining by trading, 
what is?V The god of this world, is an enemy,' 
and thou mi\st make no league witb him, * nor 
With the inhabitants of thjs laiid wherein we 
dwelf. Mammon is an idol ; and thou must 
have no gods before pie, says the Almiguty. 
llys world is a whore, and thou myst not ijom- 
mit adultery ; carnal ease is a Delilati— a fond 
sweetheart, and loves to be dandled lipbn the 
knee :. but " from all your filthiness, and. froni 
all your idols, will I cleanse you." Blessed be 
God tor tliat promise, seeing: one God is enoiigh 
for us. Cast not away your confidence, how- 
ever depressed, for that hath a great recompense; 
of reward; and the more^ faith is tried the 
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rleher it grows; and the Mt&t^ it i^^' thtia(fre 
glory it brings toOod. It gloriOes his truth 
by holding ic fast ; it confides In bis Uf¥e tundir 
Ills fatherly anger, and in his imniutable Aatttfe 
and counsel, when changes and war are agaiMt 
us, rejecting all^ false, faithless, mutaMe^ ^'d 
momentary things, as unworthy of God. And. 
although Satan, unbelief, and carnal reason,^ "^m 
palm these things upon the Almighty, yfetfdith 
never will ; neither will she put hcJf ktflen t6 
them, nor agree with their counsel aii<rd^ifd. 
PTo; nor will the renewed mind^nd-fAiH^d 
conscience consent, but give all tHes^ ihftigs 
tlie Ke, even while mtc arc listening to u^ibeltfel^ 
and murmuring at God ; arid this I ktto^r *by 
expdridnce. ^ '-^^^^ 

In these times of affliction, Tdmitty, "I8ei 
dftcrlife,- which h the principal blesSitfg In the 
holy covenant, and may be perceivefd'lflp the 
struggles of faith, which will contradict the 
cavils and gainsayiugs of carnal reason and un* 
belief. It may be found out by the transient 
workings of hope and expectation; by the holy 
longings, cravings, and hungerings of the soul 
after the Lord Jesus Christ; and by the enlarge- 
ments, revivals, and refreshings, which the soul 
feels while others are speakmg oFKim ; Tiis name 
ik iri ointment poiifed forth; and tiiettf W^S 4a- 
S'durand'an unction ev'^ti in^ ttatn^'^^liWft^y 
**e^n^wiiby the ^cnsatfdfts^of f fie ^'s«d^ H«Bifch 



as 

i$ sensible ttid -^suseq^ible of hi» frowns knd 

annlesi contracting and enlarging; vndtr them* 

lkti& sfoisiUe of his goings and Qpanngs} of 

^a.irii^ ^nd absence; sensible of hi^iiods 

i8^v;of r\ii9 embraces; of his woundings and 

. hfalifl^ ; and indeed our very countenance will 

^iproclaim bis^ comings and goings ; and our tern- 

(p^rs^wiU tell all about usj and how matters, go 

[(e&T^it^in. « 

ot rililptbiQg in this world can please parson Sack 
^hs^n h\» d^F Lord is gone ; and I hope notbipg 
hS^MfP^'enr. satisfy him^ or rq)air the loss, durijig 
ciha^fl^md'i absence* Awl I am suce to be full 
'49qd ialioHnd when he is here. He is un|ut;ter- 

* • 

vSbl^ckittd; to poor, helpless me ; his gqodness 
daily passes before rae, and my soql struggles 
.^rd to fellowafter binik 
^ff I (jod bless thee« My love to little |^an^ ^nd 
<):t)iQ pow dwr Vicar. ^ 

vb 1": ' " ' ' • S^ S» 

•fff ?.''♦ • » - ' { ' _ 

V'r.' «^M ♦• - "•' ' ■ , ■ ' • - 

I " , f . January 13, 1604. 

wAi?. t»nt (!:>'•*-•' : • ■ , • • 

MY .DEAR rRIEKP, 

.fij ji%f 15?: J50^ fer yours^ which famished my 
yi!wiiwiti^,tjb#nk^^ to my God for your 

'(:«jftyal^i»fie. I.ircad it wit;b toars of gr*ti- 



!tude to tfag be$t of (tk^xd^i whd v^v^ fails to 
li€ar tb^ pruyer^ of poor 4efiendant worms, nor 
refuses to stretcli out his bajid wb(in his help is 
.sought arid much needed in the gate. Blie^s his 
iadorable ' nam-e, who binds his pooj" chjildren's 
isouls to himself by a tbOusand Cords o£ love, 
and allures, us. to foUoW^ him by the meltin;g in- 
flueuces of mercy's beaiin^, aad the.spul deljghts 
of omnipotent sweetness. How prepious are 
broken boaes, broken by 'soft Words, and woupded 
spirits, ^nc|iier:(^d; ^y. dividiie cpn^j^^^er% an4 
held willing captives in the bonds ®f peace ^Dd 
.etenial friendship! Mount ^oft, O i^iy spul,^^ 
the blissful pjesence of thine eternal all ; anfl 
seek his face, in whose , presence ,is fi^lniess \o£ 
joy, in whctse favpur is life, and at, who&e fight 
hand are pleasures for evfef njore ! . !We. ^rp .born 
to this';. ordained to inhtfit immefisity !; '^d is 
the heavenly country our l^t-r-tli^ lot ^^Qiiriij- 
herifsince ? Yes, our " blessings have prevailed 
above the blessing of our progenitors, even to 
the utmost bounds of the everlasting hills.'* 
" I will make thy windows of agates, thy gates 
of carbuncles, and all ,tby borders of pleasant 
s.tones; and all thy children shall be taught of 
the Lord." But what eyes can survey the bor-. 
ders of the heavenly country? The immortal 
radiance of immensity shines* throughout t|e 
bou ndless ex t rem i ty. And those w ho are taught 
of God shall ascend to: and shine in it, but 
never bound the glories of it 



My poor ^oui fttiil a^spires^ still ascrads ; buU 
after all| it is but free in part — free to hope; 
but it. is hope in a prison ; ^^ Turn to your strong 
hold, ye prisoners of hope." But ere long thi* 
ckjr cottage, with all its daubed wails, decayed 
timbers, and infected materials^ shall come down 
and dissolve, and leave its loathsome leprosy in 
the dust, when corruption shall be no more. 
This will be the ruin of the whole usurped em* 
pire of Satan; and he will be buried in its 
rubbish;^ for, as sin and death came in by Satan, 
sin and death shall reign in and rule over Satan, 
and he shall suffer eternal tornpent and destruc-* 
tion by his own inventions. This work is al- 
ready begun in us, and God wiU perfect that 
which concerns us. Thus our guilt and filth 
are purged out and destroyed by the blood of 
Christ The remains of sin, or the old man, are 
condemned in Christ's flesh, and crucified with 
Christ, that it should not live — " the body is 
dead because of sin." It is counteracted by 
grace, that it should not reign. " Sin shall not 
have dominion over you ; " being justified from 
it by an imputed righteousness, that it should 
not condemn $ and a new man is put in us, that 
iin should not be imputed to us. The Holy 
Ghost is given unto us, that we might serve 
God under its influences, and not be reckoned 
as servants of sin. At death we shall get rid 
of the inbeing of it, and at the resurrection it 
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will be confined in helL and the Can^uuiite iihalT 
no more dwell ia the house of the Lord of host^K 
The . uncircume»ed aiid the . unclean; shall pads 
through Zion. This is A\t good work begun ia 
us, and it shall be performed and per£ectedanu(^ 
^t the grand ^ssize^ ^^ faithful is he that hath 
promised^ who aUa will do it'! :> 

• ' ' Ever thine; 

W.H. S.S. 
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MT DEAR TOMJnr, 

JkLAN is born to trouble. But what shall sepa** 
rate ch(^jpg souls from the love of God in 
Christ ? Neither death nor life ; things present, 
uor tilings to coniie; neither Tieight nor depth; 
for God is of one mind, and who can turn him ?. 
All these things sjerj^ioVd^^GBline nearer to my 
God, make him the more pFeciouS|. and endear 
him, the -morel to my soul. • O, what should I 
do without my covenant God in Christ! .Wf 
are his workitiAnship, and. much, paps h^th he^ 
taken to c^ist us into the mould of his d^r Son!' 
We :^fe his jewels, and he has polished^us after* 
the. simlliuide of a palace for the King of icings.. 
AJ^e are his treasure, aod he still continues. K^. 
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purge awaiy the dross and tin, as fast as our cor^ 
ruptions clog, impede, or are likely to overtop 
or choak his word, or his work * of grace ; and 
to this very end he keeps his lire in Zion, and 
hfs furnace in Jerusalem ; his dear Son, as a re« 
finer and purifier of sih'er, always sitting by to 
feed the flame, and regulate the heat, that no- 
thing may be consugied, or suffer loss, but that 
which can well be spared. ^^ That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh;"' and will dissolve; and 
'' that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit," and 
sliall never be scorched, wither, or consume. 

Tender my kind love and respects to Nancy, 
^nd to his Excelleaqy; and accept the same 
from 

Yours i^ost affectionately, 

W. If. S. S. 



ccc(;xxxir. ■ 

; . . . March 20, 1804. 

X KEALIT long to knoiw how my dear friend 
goes on. 1 take it for granted that he is busy 
at this time of the year. It frequently happens 
that much business damps the fire, and clogs 
the " new man of grace. lii every grace of the 
Spirit there is divine life. Hence we read of 

H 2 
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Mpcntancc unto life. And " he that believes 
hath everlasting life ; '' for there is life in faith ; 
ds is plain, because it labours, acts, and moves/ 
Hope is called a lively hope, having life in it ; 
and so has love also : " I will circameise their 
hearts to love nje, that they may live." Hence 
*^ we know that wc have passed from death un- 
to life, because we loVe th^ brethren/* ** That 
which is bom of thfe Spirit is spirit;" that is, 
grace, which is born of the Spirit, is (as Peter' 
«iys) the divine nature, or it is spirit, or of a 
-spiritual nature. And this Spirit (says Paul) is 
life, because of righteousness. 
• Nmv, my dear Tommy, as this new man • of 
grace has spiritual life in him, so also does -he* 
live upon th^t which is like himselft nothing 
but spiritual life can feed him. A dead minis* 
try, a dead minister, or a sermon preached on 
the latter, or conversation with formal profes- 
sors, legal preaching, or law preaching — mere 
forms and outside things-rWill impoverish him, 
and aggravate his appetite, but not feed him. 
The prodigal could eat husks until he was quick- 
^ ened by the Spirit, but no longer; then thq 
bread of life must behad, or he perish with hun- 
ger. This new man, which has divine- life in 
him, can feed upon nothing but spiritual food r 
he can eat Christ's flesh and drink his blood ;^ 
but not in the gross sense; for " the words that 
I frpeak (-says XiJhrist)" they are spirit, and they 
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Me life.** Now the spiritual tBiflg^ donfeUtal 
in his flesh afiid blood are (first) pdrdoi>i»g mercy; 
which is a dwe^t morsel He peconcited as t^ 
himself by the death of his son. Reconciliati<A 
and friendship with Grod ^constitute another 
choice dish on wisdom's table. Peace is third ; 
" he made peace by the blood of his cross." 
This is a sweet crumb of comfort; we arc 
justified by his blood, and shall be saved from 
wrath through *)Hn>. Here are righteousness 
and salvation ; and surely those who hunger 
and thirst after righteousness must bo filled 

« 

therewith. 

The new man is fed with the breasts of con* 
solation, which are the choicest of all drops; 
with spoon meat, the sincere milk of the word; 
with the blessings of the promises, and promised 
experience of God's favour, *^ My son, hast flioU 
found honey, and the honey-comb, which is 
sweet to thy taste ? ^ His sweet countenance is 
a triost blessed entertainment. ** Who will shew 
us any good? Lord, lift thou up thy counte- 
nance upon them : thou hast made me glad with 
thy countenance ; feed them with knowledge 
and understanding/' With knowledge—-" H^e 
*that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God ; ** 
that is food. ** Feed them with understanding." 
The wisdom of the wise is to understand his 
way; and ** we know that the Son of God is 
come, and that he- hath given us an- understand* 



in^, tbat wf might know him that is true, aod 
ue are in him that ijs true, ^ven in his son Jtr 
sus^Chrii^t This is the triie Go4 an4 e^eri^l 

life" . 

• -'■♦. 

God bles$ my laQcllprcU 
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Nov: 5!, 1804. • 
Mir DBAR TBIEKP, 

iiy^NG a cpufirnij?d fsthnfia, thp easterly 
windmake3 me feel it not a little.. May-bill^ 
before m?; but many, ©ow living will never as- 
cend it, and I piuqh ,f]uestion if I $halK Bi\t 
the Lord Gpd of Israel has given me an ex- 
pectation of the great reward ; yea, even to me 
is this hope given ; and sure I am that the God 
of- hope will Ajpt lif, repent, i^pr change ; for all 
the gifts of God ^re without repentance. In 
peeking this, my dear friend, slacken not^ from 
this withdraw not thiqe hand ; for the days are 
drawing nigh, yea, almost at the. doprs, when 
we shall say of all earthly enjoyments, '* My 
aoul has no pleasure in them.'* Then — then 
how sweet is a ray of divine light and a breath 
of heavenly life! All-conquering faith and 



cB^crFal li6pc arc then trie-oiiiy c6to|>anl6ii8 ifeat 
c^n be of any -use; and will present a "bettet 
tbtratry to•vie^r; wTiich as this vanishes away wiM 
approach. Expect tribulations, which cliscoT^r 
to ws what is in the heart""' The moPe we see of 
setf, the xiiqre do we see the need of a Saviour, 
whose atonement purges the dross and tin which 
tlie lire discovers, whichj-theHgh it is grievous, 
yet is it good; it is nauscou-s phy^sic, but f>ro- 
duces appetite, whi^hpfomotes health. 

I am sorry to hear that Air. B. is very ill.' 
I dread. •this cold winter, expecting it wilt tiy 
the poor old invalids not^-ia-Uttle/; audi, doubt 
not but you^ as well as the rest, will feel the 
effects of It, be?ii^ atteddj^ cdmpa8ate(Fw'ftl> the 
Effects of old age. ' D rop me st lihb, ''and let ri^e 
Icflow how yotf do. Exciise haste*. '-• Hatton i^ 
dead, whrchr* brings on ttie liiore labour.* Farty 
well. ' - - ^ 






^ Ever yours. 






A '. -^i' ; •• ..« : . :rv ^ '.r..-\ .;..: ^i 
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The Cabin, Aug. 26, 1803. 

To Tommy— my fellow farmer, fellow grazier, fellow 
sinneY, and fellow sufferer — with perfect peace, and 
at suchatim^. 

X AM Still of the saipe opinion I ever was} 
iiamely, that tl^e frowns, the rods, the scourgicSy, 
the deseitiOQs, the stripes, the crosses, the rer 
proaches, th^ crooked 4n4 , rough path^-r-thcf 
fire, and the water, the lime burning apd thet 
furnace, the darts of S^tan and the shafts of 
heaven — the plague of the heart and the whims 
of the hjBad; the ^ore back and the broken 
heart, the horrible pit and the! wounded spirit^ 
the mount of corruptioti and the valjey of death 
—are better, more useful, more salutary, more 
profitable, and a better treasure, than all the 
riches of Egypt, than all the pleasures of sin, 
than all the applause of mortals, than all the 
candour of hypocrites, and carnal ease in Zion. 
If I must glory, I will glory in mine infirmities. 
" Therefore I takepleasure in reproaches,' ■» says 
Paul, " in necessities, in distresses, in persecu. 
tions, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, 
when heart and flesh both fail, God is the 
strength of my heart, and my portion for eyerr 
more/' 
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Oi>r d)*os8 add tio, Tommy, call for the fur^ 
l^ace i the old maQ calls for a daily cross, and 
the back of a contentious man for strokes; and 
»11 these calls are sure to be answered* Ini^ 
j^uity is bound in the heart of every qhild of 
God ; and this bond is corrupt affections^ the 
bowels of the old man ; " With my flesh I love 
the law of sin." But the rod of correction is to 
Arive it out, as it often does ; but th(^la it comes 
again, and so does the rod, which has a voice ; 
i' Hiar the rod ; '' and Will have the last word ; 
for when on the death-bed the last stroke of 
the rod is given and sanptlfied, away goes. thfi 
old man, for good and all ; while the soul returns 
to God, in full possession of the whqle work of 
grace ; then the Egyptians \yill be seep no more, 
jior shall there he any more the Canaanite ia 
Ithe honse of the Lord of hosts. 

Tommy, farewell ; my love to dame. Mercy 
and peace, grace and truth, be ever with thee. 
jSo fmp 

ThjeDoctok. 



ccccxxxy. 

jCricklewood, October 10, 1805. 

It is almost aii age since I have seen or heard 
from my friend Tommy. I have no doubt biit 
t]i>e quitting of 90 large a concern employs both 
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head, his hattds^ and his mitfid ; and that yotl 
find these things, though lawful in themselvie^^ 
to interrupt your peace of mitid, atid drive th€ 
best things from tfce hesfcrt and thoughts. Sa- 
ltan cannot endul*^ oiir minds to be stayed >oti 
him who bruise^ the serpent's head, destroyed 
his works, afld redeenled man (the poor slave of 
the devil) from death- ^ My «on ^saj'S tb* 
Saviour) give me thy heart; * I ciin <;harige ii| 
subdue, clearlse, and circulnciseit. Whenthe!'* 
is love in the heart to him, hoxir swftetly^ does* 
he speak in his word to^uch a soul; " Because 
he hath set his love upon nte, ' therefore wiH I 
deliver him ; I will set him on high, because li^ 
has known my name. He shaJICail upon rrie, 
and I will answer himc I will be with him iit 
trouble-: I wilJ deliver hi ffi aiid hdnour him^ 
and with Jong Fife will L satisfy him/ and' sfee# 
him my sa1va:timi/* ' ' "^ •; :7 

' This is Ood's incomparabffe ^ift io pboi' ctth^ 
tures, whose love is set upon •mni;''itid^a'g:i|ihst• 
this the devil labour^ with all iris i^iyit,'iii br»? 
der to fix the heart updij soinething that 'Kji*^ 
longs to him. And, wh^riSatati ' is' likely HA'^ 
carry his point, and to rob God''of^^dulf 'aflfc(3 
tions, God then searches oi|r heart, tries, wounds, 
smites, and breaks it; filling it with sorrow, 
gnel^ and trouble. He crosses and disappoints 
us; goes out against and withstands us, and 
walks contrary to us ; and tells us that tlie 



back8|i<}er m heart: shall be filled with hk own 
ll^aySy which makes us sjck^ and (like Baalam) 
wf^say ** If it displease thee, I will get ine back 
jRgain." Or else, like the Jewish church by the 
prophet Hosea, " I will go and return to my 
first husband, for then i t >yas better with me 
than now/-* Ev/^ry thing is lodged,, couchf^di 
and laid Mp in Q(id*s covenai^t for us, and for 
Q4)rtiS6. Things spirifujil arjfl temporal-^both 
gf^ee aqd glory ^;^nc} seeki|)g the kingdom uf 
iJtqd fkst sec^rf^ all thesi^ i^o, tl]at \y^ havp no 
^use-to be burdened \yith i^aresr ^nd perplexi*^ 
jties, ipr God careth for us ; and^ having :sive;i 
}k\9 dearSfln to iasj.whicl\|s:his.J5est gift, hcha^. 
?nhim^'?j)4;.v^Uh'')iim; prqinised ps a.Jl: tilings 

f get o|4; a^d . feeble,- ftnd am. alinost ready 
tK> f^ar and drearl the seyerity : of the ensuing 
iwrinter. ^\x% jn the heavenly rj?ountry th|?re.ij^ 
peither frQ$j;nor snpv; apd. scripture informs 
US tl^t. thp sun 9f that Coventry n ever goes do wi:^, 
nor can the days shorten, biscause there, is no 
i^ig^ht there, JIawever busy or engaged, send 
ine a^c^'^p, ,if it cQutalq but one line, to inforp[i 
mc^wyo^dq, . 

^ Ever yours, 



, T 



w. a s. s. 
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« • Nov. 6> 1S06. . 

« 

1 HE Doctor U coming once more to inquir'fi 
after your welfare. I hope my dear Tommy is 
still pursuing, though he^ often ftints. Th6 
more difficulties lie* in the way, the harder thS 
s6ul struggles ; and every bbs^tacle that we Siif4 
mount affprds us fr*h encoutagemcint, atfd 
opens a new scene of things to oiir view ; oU^ 
^ath is to shine brighter and brighter, even to 
perfect day. Tarious are the changes that havi^ 
rolled over my head of late ; sometimes I am 
barren and dry; then rebellious and stubboni; 
then meek and submissive for a few minutes; 
then again I renew the cohtfehtibn, argue, atid 
dispute the point, assisted* \vith fearnal reasoH 
'and unbelief. But all in vdin '; ♦' he is of orte 
mind and none can turn him] and what his sotit 
'desireth that he doth.'* • 

The branch, that is in th(i true vine, must 
be purged ; for the dross and tin, the risings and 
workings of inbred corruptions, interrupt the 
union ; and, as these carnal things rise, the Lord 
draws further and further off: and, as vVorldly- 
mindedness, deadness of soul, &c.'come in, the 
Lord goes out; In short, as sure as our inbred 
evils rise up, and work withii^, so sure do 



109 

worldly objects without present themselves to our 
carnal views, which meet together, whilst a union 
betW'een the things of this world and our natu-^ 
ral corruptiolis (which are earthly, sensual, and 
devilish) takes place ; and nothing but deadness 
md barrenness can ensue. But Christ unites 
with our souls, under the operation and influ- 
ence of his own Spirit; aqd it is this one Spirit 
that resides both in Christ and in ps ; *^ He that 
is joined to the Lord is^one spirit." This is the 
influence that makes the joint It is the grace 
of God in the heart that, counteracts the work- 
ings of corruption; but pothiag less than the 
Zeroises of grace, or grace- in exercise, can sub- 
due them. Hence we find that when humbling 
love, and the sweets of undeserved joy ; or when 
under the workings of godly sorrow, contrition, 
or self-abasenieut; hallowed grief, compunction, 
meekness of spirit, submission and quietude, 
patience working in hope, and humility under 
the rod, the cross, or spiritual desertions ; when 
these things are in exercise they go forth, and 
Christ meets them ; when they are uppermost 
Christ communes with them ; and while they 
reign- the devil and the old man dare not peep 
nor even gaze, much less intrude into the com- 
pany of such divine visitors.. 

If Christ dwell in us, it is in faith. If 
formed within us, it is in hope* If he take up 
his dwelling, it is in the broken, and contrite^ 
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beart, or else in lore. If we hare access widi 
coo6deiice to die Father, it is by one Spirit 
operating; and by the faith of the MedU^or. 
Hence my dear Tom will see, that it is nnder 
die Spirit's inflneiic^ and by grace in exercise^ « 
that the unioa between the brandi and the vine 
is kept op. Christ oommanes widi his own 
grace in us, and the Spirit inspires ^md aninmtes 
grace to keqp up this union and friendship. 
Our 4M man and the spirit of this world have 
their share in ns also ; and the devil labours ta 
keep this up, to our pain and cost. Hence 
comes our continual pui^ging, that the cares of 
this world may not choak die word, nor over** 
top the crop of implanted grace, so as to make 
ud barren and unfruitful. 

My love to Nan, and accept the same from 

The Doctor, S. S. 



CCCCXXXVIL 

Jao. 11, 1806. 

XwAs glad once more to see the hand-writing 
of my dear friend, being fearful that he was 
getting cold, lifeless, and indifferent. For when 
trials come on corruptions and lusts are stirred 
up; bad tempers, carnal enmity, legal bondage, 
slavish fear, spiritual desertions, rebellion, dead^ 



MS3, aod iKKjkwarilness to all good;: — tbese 
things make the wheels of Ammii>adii>'s*ch^riot 
tfoag heavily ; and^ though the spirit of. the Itv* 
ing creature is still in the wl^el^, yet tliey 
^ardly gp round ; it is to us a round of bodily 
exercise^ of dead fortnality, apd of lifeless du- 
ties, by no means pleasing nor proHtable ; and 
this is the case with the Doctor now i who is 
jjU3t as contented with it^ aind as patieat upder 
it^.as a starving liqa in cl>iain^^ .qr a. bear, bereft 
of her whelp$% Bu^ there is*, iiq discharge in, 
this war, till the king of terror^ writer It; and 
I think that a painful oucj as it fx)nie$ but onct^, 
is better than a lingering o^, tli^t ..lasts all th« 
week* ... 

During the sixty-one wii>tei^*jthriWgb;Whiich^ 
X luve waded, I have no|: s^ffer^d s^ much from 
a cough, shortness of breath, and weak lungs» 
as I have this winter already; and> should I get 
through it, I never expert to survive another; 
nor do I care tlie turn up of a straw about it» 
for I am as sick of a fml-.bQdy;^ of the old man, 
of this world,, and of the sight of those who 
are afe^easeiift Zion; of the security and pros»- 
peri:tt.;Qf-:)>}?£«^9r:itcA o(^tl^e,f^:^ pmiBg of; 

thq^^' ^]jit lare m tbe fle&l),; jand of the:Aucccssc*'. 
of Bupij;^gartQ ;, ^& :^,yer bndog \fri^ , of: his ^log,-^ 
or a p^4njii4al:(arf) l^is^cfeJlil^.i;a«<i yet I :know r 
there i*^. OQ^lift, ii^r.grpiWitb^.Ao adriincesy no.; 
lefining, pMtijyin^ Pi; j ripet^^iitg)! .bkt. in. this fur^ - 



lis 

Lce. Bat wbo is there that loves puipAg 
Its? No afflictions are joyous. 

It is a pity that oar bi^. stomachs, stiff 
icks, and carnal minds, require so much purg- 
gi melting, softening, sweating and bleeding; 
d yet I would not be without these things* 
temal life is found in death ; " tl^ dead meo 
all live." The strtnigest acts of faidi sprifl^ 
3m desperate cases ; " though be slay me, yet 
ill I trust in him.** And never does a child 

God hug and strive so fast as when he thinks 
sd is determined to sWke him off. Nevaj 

he so fervent in prayer as when the dooM 
ems double locked ; nor ever so earnest id' 
raping together, mustenng up, and.holdo^ 
itj every evidence, as when God ap|>ears<tQ 
; atrip4>ing him naked, and turning him pnlf 

bouse and home. ) 

-I shall proceed no further, judging that byi 
BW Scraps you will be able to judge tii^t (he 
vH and the Doctor are not far apart. . : 

Ever yours, 'dear Tomy ,v 
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CGCCX XXVIII. 

Dec. 4, 1S06. 
To my old compaaion in trtivail> greeting. 

XT id the desire oH my soul that thou mayeat 
prefer, that thou tnayest be immensely rich, and 
yet always poor ; that thou mayest abound in all 
good things^ and yet be compelled 4:o beg, and 
have nothing but what is got by beggittg. I wish 
thattliou mayest be obliged to travel on foot, both 
by day and by night, so as never to stop, halt, or 
tvtii to look back, and yet that thou mayest 
never reach thy home as long as thou art in this 
world. I wish that thou mayest be strength- 
^ntd with heavenly might in the inner man^ and 
yet so weak as never to be able to take one step 
Without leaning on the arm of another. I wish 
thee much health, but always under the faandi 
of the physician ; with a sound inside, but 
never from under a course of physic, or taking 
purging draughts. I wish thee great promo- 
tiain, and the highest exaltation imaginable} 
aad yet to be the least, the last, and the lowest, 
in the royal family. I wish thee unpa^Ueled 
progression in all wholesome, useful, and ornt*. 
mental knowledge, wisdom, and learning; and 
yet to be the blindest, most ignorant, and most 

VOL. IIX. 1 



lolish dunce in'all the schools of Zion. It is for 
3u to make these crooked things straight, and 
lese rou^h places plains I have of late been a 
ttle indulged, and comfortably assisted, in the 
Old's work ; and his kind and tender dealings 
itb s^ch a poor, blind, ignorant creature, are 
;ry lowering and debasing to poor, unworthy 
e. 'He does indeed fulfil his ^drd; fcff' lie 
ith choseti the foolish, the base, and th^ Wfe^i, 
Hidi is very degrading to the opposite ()»l3f. 
lit) from the wise and prudent att-Oni- Wj****- 
ss' (which God ordaiiied for our gltrty)*: ^ 
id; and What God hides matt 4vill ne¥«r^dd. 
Whitevei* yda do. Tommy, 't^ftss fotttortd. 
he M'OrM,' the flesh, and the devii, afC atJifti 
it- way, and all labour to hioddr ttadiiflipetfe 
H* ' progi^ess ; -but God is oli 'Our sidet' (Hie 
Apt&in of Our salvation is botb' a commttfldsr 
rd Pleader, and is always at the beEtdigftiMs 
;opIe. We are iiAt otir ewti, btft'' his^dii*- 
lught potchase.' Our cau{BS>iS'}ii«i^o*i*njTOiiir 
'aceHls empire, oar affectioos^-hbUhfone^itBir 
!!V4>tioh bis tribute, and »ur ttelfi[m'his;chi^ 
incern ; we are the froit of hisf suffetririgsjot^ 
avail of h\i son], the spoils of htei' VBrsji: a'tid 
* dty of his empire; the «Bdt:of''his^bBrd), 
6 fi«sl>fmits of his harvest, and ^Aexi^m^ 
s'floof. ■ ■ '\vv^ 

DearTooH «dicu.. .. | .^^ 
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- ' Tom, • Oct. 9, 1811.' 

Ji DiQihfi[]fiyfi it was the Lord's will, apd th^ 

JU^d's^rMTprk^ ^ buiu the old chapeL W^. s^jp 

^m^ly : iCffqwde4» the aud ience are very la^ttej^- 

lin^ jW^ideiyput ; and, what i$ mo^e, the Lp^d 

M, aitixfork iodeed. NotvJifss dma fo^r have 

&eipe:wi<ibm lhe»>few;days tQ brkig m? gpod 

tiidtos^l :TiWp afi whom have cast, off their 

gT$m<l9tlifi9 md the napkin tlwb w^ wr^ppi^d 

itbmils. thfttr head, aad are sitting at th/o feeft 

^] Jesus in{ i new ^ ^parel, and in - tlieir .^ rig^t 

(^lind^^ Tlie othie^N two are in d|eep mo^^1Qipg, 

lititlff litesOWiBe, J ?n4 itt; widopvhood.} ,tcf jyJ^Qpi 

H$($e9 1 bcgiBls tfi^; ftlie w bin^sejf ,; in l|is tr^ci , qq- 

4imr?„.i^^ciaii riic?cu$^r and a bloody . l?,ush^pd, b^- 

YDoui^nofritheiicireuinctsion r and ia suing the^ 

i&riDpftj(nwjnt ^ tJaiJ old debt, briBf iog InMl 

ii^o^^^faiH^fiaod aifiaking every debt to i^ppear 

;icifx;an^Hi£niAe amotmb >These are toiling mth 

ddmsterfeiii' cffm^ "ivthile la^^thing wiU p^9^ \^itih 

binii (hub riteriing, cash, nor will he AipoepD any 

composition. One poor young dejectecLgrrl^ajt 

weeping, wailiif^j^i^WeMfng, anil pouting, as long 

ad^sMb itdHuIdT; till at length, the vessel wanting 

I 2 
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nace. But who is there that loves purghlg 
salts ? No afflictions are joyous. 

It is a pity that oor hi^h. stomachs, stiff 
necks, and carnal minds, require so much purg- 
ing melting, softening, sweating, and bleeding; 
and yet I would not be without thpse t;hing5. 
Eternal life is found in death; " thy dead men 
shall 'live," -The strongest acts of faith spriii|; 
ftom desperate cases; "though he slay me;, yet 
T^ill I trust in him." And never, does a- <^ld 
of God hug and strive so fast as when he thinks 
Q^ is determined to slmke him off. Ncvefi 
i* he so fervent in prayer as when tbfi . doctf 
seeais dcwble locked; nor ever so tamest ift 
scraping together, mustering up, aodihtfldifi^ 
S^tf every evidence, as when God .ap|>ears<tft 
be strippinghim naked, and turningi him' onir 
of house and home. ., ? ,,f 

y I shall proceed no further, judging that ^ 
t^ese kcraps you will be able to judge, that'fhft 
4tvil and the Doctor are not far apart; . . ,■.-.•) 

V , , Ever yours, dear Tom, ■ ,';:_• 



tl« 



CGCCX XXVIII. 



Dec. 4, 1606. 
To my old compaaion in trtivail^ greeting. 

XT is the desire oiC niy soul that thou mayest 
prosper, that thou tnayest be immensely rich, and 
yet always poor ; that thou mayest abound in all 
good things^ and yet be Gompelled-to beg, and 
have nothing but what is got by begging* I wish 
fhattliou mayest be obliged to travelon foot, both 
by day and by night, so as never to stop, halt, or 
tvcti to look back, and yet that thou may est 
never reach thy home as long as thou art in this 
world, I wish that thou mayest be strcngth- 
^tntd with heavenly might in the inner man, and 
yet so weak as never to be able to take one step 
Ivithout leaning on the arm of another. I wish 
thee much health, but always under the hands 
€)f the physician ; with a sound inside, but 
never from uinler a course of physic, or taking 
purging draughts. I wish thee great promo- 
tion, and the highest exaltation imaginable; 
and yet to be the least, the last, and the lowest, 
in the royal family. I wish thee unpa^lleled 
progression in all wholesome, useful, and orna*. 
mental knowledge, wisdom, and learning; and 
yet to be the blindest, most ignorant, and most 

VOL. HI. 1 



bolish dunce in'all the schools of Z ion. It is for 
'Oil to make these crooked things straight, and 
hese rouf^h plat-es plains I have of late been a 
ittle indulged, and comfortably assisted, in the 
jird's work ; and his kind and tender dealings 
pith s^ch a poor, blind, ignorant creature, are 
■ery lowering and debasing to poor, unworthy 
ne. He does indeed fulfil his word; fw lie 
latb chosen the foolish, the base, ahd the! 'veak, 
irliieh 18 very degrading to the opposite fwttty. 
JU^frtim the wise and prudent kKjOuttftyftW- 
tes* (Which God ordained for our giwy)i; ^ 
iM; arid What Gbd hides man Vilt neTCpfied. 
' WJiatevef you do, Tommy, -pfess fodrfliaiid. 
?he world, ' the flesh, and thed6vM;"a!'e ftitifei 
lut way, and all labour to hiiaddr fibdJ ifiipelk 
iJtf'pfOgi'ess; 'but God ia oti -our' sides' CHie 
)ilpfEiiil of Our salvation is both* a'cdmmaflder 
fid^Ieader, and is always at the bead 1>f 'Ms 
eople. We are rtbi our ewii, baphis^diciil- 
'(iiight pwrchase.' Our cause>is■lli8■'o*»nJ^^ori^ 
[pace 'his empire, our affectiodff hftichiionei^iiaBr 
ith'rttion his tribut*, and «ar Welfawhisjchitf 
atl66rn j #e are the frait of hi^jsuffet'irigsiot^ 
^Vall of h'li B(sa\, the spoils of Me' warsjx: aM 
bedty of his -empire ; the ssdt:of"'lii9tBarA, 
hi! fi^^t-fmits of his harvest, and ^thejieiiDfcfi' 

Pear ToiBy 9dieu. . ;■ .|,-). 
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Oct. 9, 1811.' 



T6M, 

Jl DrtJibdicYip it was the Lord's will, apd t^ 
^JUwd's^rMTQrJf* tp bmu the old chapd- W^, a^e 
frm^ly hCTQwde^ the audience are very a^ttej^ 
.^bw iw^^enrput ; atid, wl^t ia mo^e, the Lpgi 
m a^vwork indeed. Not.Jlfss li^an four bava 
i5ft|pe:witbi«i' v*h€8e>few:days to bring m? gpod 
tAifo^g^ :3\wp /afvwhom have cast, off .their 
;gr4)^-cl&tli«9;an4 the napkin; tb^ av^ wrappod 
jttsnili.thcdflr bead, aad a^re sitting at 4^ feet 
i»f J Jesua Avu i neir ^ j^parel; and in ' t^i^ir^ rigfet 
(Blmd>- The otbei:; two are in d^ep mpi^t^tipg, 
iitittg iite»0laae, : an^ ^ widopviipod^} jto jytnE^pi 
M^e« r tcgsBjps tp.v ftli« w h^»seif ,; in Ms tr^ci . s:;f>r 
Jteiir?^i^»oa»rlQCift^r:an4 va bloody . busbi^nd . b^- 
ismii^nofritbsndrfEmtQciaion i> and i& saiQg the^i 
i6m:>isi];iii)ent^ ti^ old debt, brin^ii;^ jn/biU 
at^ofi:^fai)J'^^ad aliaking every debt ta appear 
lfifx;aitii9)£ifiul^ amotmb . >These are toiling w|tb 
ddmstenfeift' ctim^ ^hile oa^^thing wiU pft$^ \%\X\i 
doijmrlm&diterling ,cash^ nor will he aipoepfi an^y 
composition. One poor young dejecte(i^g(fl/^a(t 
weeping, wailitfgj^i^WeMing, antf pouting, as long 
aa^sUte lUiuId/; till at length, the vessel wanting 
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nt, she burst out with this exclamation — '* All 
y sins are before me ! " 

This work of Moses ^hews us the need of a 
rety : nor will Moses let the debtor escape 
I the surety interpose. Of Christ Moses 
rote; to Christ he bears witness; and every 
ace from Clirist's fulness is current coin with 
m, and was never refused by any royal statute 

his laws. Our penny will pass, hariug the 
lage and superscription of the King of ttingii 
on it But thousands are trading with base 
in, and with p^r currency, the intrinsic 
lue of which will terminate in poverty,, begr 
iry, and death. Watch, and observe wha^ 
is sort of coin does for M's friends; and i^p~ 
those who have the grace of.f^th do not 
on discover and reject all the money that b^ 
ings to market. 

These things serve to teach, instruct^ cpn- 
m, and settle God's family ; and, by observ- 
g what these fools trade with, they are led to 
e the worth of their own treasure, and highly 

prize the true riches. Every one in Londoa> 
lat has had any dealings with him, has suffered 
ss; and, though his bondsmen at, Lewe^, may 
: led by his full assurance to rely upon Provi- 
:nce, it will be seen that Qqd .}i(ja^i^ no 
ith byt bis o\vn. /. , . . . i,,,/'. 

Lovp to Nan and all friends^ . ; . , 
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Sept. 17/I8I2. 
. Tbje Coalheaver to his friend Tom. 

Z^klt thankful to my God that lie has sent thee 
^ plehtifliT harvest, and hah^est Weather to g6t 
ft^fH "good tjrd^r. My soul admires and adoreS 
Bis'^Bti'ritiftil hand in his FaitHfulntess to hit 
fioUmi v^bJeh Contains the things of IJhis li^ 
§&7P tlYati which is to come; krid seeklhg' theJ' 
Mf/^otn of 'God and "his right^ousiiess securiBs 
83iHi^^0ut-tJoa^ requires sacrifices of j)raise 
199 %aii1c-ofl[4fings for these tindeseryed fa-" 
^iiV^^i^ in^fatituHe, 'unnrindfultiess, dtld forget- 
fulness, his righteous Majesty hates. T have 
t/^fi zeifdiis^for the Lord of hosts in endeavour- 
i«^W ei{iot(5e ^h^se things on the*^ niinds ^f 
8il:te?^/^%f \f ithnut hnmlile acknowledgment's 
a^^^^v^rt^b^ butf little joy; the folloWlng dre 
c*R^^d4Bgethfer— '* ioy artd' gladness shall be 
MiaB ih^Ziofi; thanksgiving ^nd the^ voice of 
liMb&jrl^^^^rajrei* arid praise mustgoon, if \v^ 
]iK6Getd^'ahd succeed with peace arid pleasure; 
'^^ ^^^b^y doming to tevves, Jseenoheedi 
where you have a supply, and are not destitute 
of the means t and the Lord greatly owns and 
h^tMii^'iijs' own word in our new house. When 



I opened this new place my text was— " Trio* 
glory of. this latter house shall exceed the glQry 
of the former, and in this place witri give 
peace^saith the Lord^of hosts." My text'liath 
been fifljSlled. God hath confirmed the word 
of hi& servant, and performed the counsel of 
his messenger, for he has manifested forth hi% 
glory, and enabled many to believe on him, to 
to, whom he hath given peace in this ptace. 
There have heenmore than ten cleansed, though 
not many have returned to give glory to GodI 
The accounts that I have received of the good 
work are just published, and, if you wish it, we 
will send you some. I am thankful for this 
fine harvest weather, but to day it appears to 
change. 

Dear Tom, farewell. My love to dame, and 
^r.^and Mrs. M. 

"W.B. as. 
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''■Niv. 2;l!312.' 
^EAR TOMMT, ■ .p. ■ 

i- HAVE some time back occupied busineW in 
deiep^ waters, under which exercise the'S'plrit 
js^ail^bes the deep tilings of God ; the tlibr^ "tny 
soul was tried the deeper I sunk inilie mystery; 
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aa^Lwhen I had dived deep I brought them up. 
and set them forth, and jnany souls seemed 
to be fed under the sound, which is a joyful 
Si^und to them that hear ; but a bitter cup goes 
l^efore to him that blows the trumpet. Of lata 
X h^ve been a little indulged with some swe.et 
^e^spns of refreshing, and have been permitted 
tQ touch the top of the golden sceptre : but 
t)iese sweet visits seldom abide long with me. 
T^his,^ however, is some comfort — the more I am, 
t^'ied^ the better am I furnished for the work, 
^nd hav^ more success in it 

014 ^g^i ^ith its train of infirmities, gathers 
fa^f upon me. I am become very feeble and 
tpttering; and am so weak, by the time that I 
have done my labour on the Lord's day, that I 
cap i^car/cely walk ; so that I am at times led 
to think I never shall be able to take another 
ccjuntry^o^rney. My knees and legs fail me no<; 
a little, and rheumatic pains hang fast about me; 
and the long winter that is before my eyes will^^ 
I think, leave but little of the doctor behind, 
^ut this I know, that my religion came all from 
God, for of myself I had none, nor pretended 
tQ ai]fy, I believe with his own faith, and hope 
with his own hope ; I love hi^i with his owi^ 
^ovj?,, apd^f joice in him with his own joy ; speak 
vjqfj^% |ind pray to him, with his own wbrcfs; 

,^^47?i?rr^^ ^^^ ^^ V^ ^^^ Spirit moves me in his 
'^jfyj^(;<5, ^ ^nd this is truly evanj^elidal service. 



iftildoihg the'woric of an fci-ah^Ffe^-fimllrfaWf?* 
tftdeerf, alt other service is' su|)epstttioti,'*ilh' 
worship, atitl bodily exercise,which prwfitetfc 
liftlei Alt good and perfect gifts come (tewti ' 
Irom the Father of lights, who deposits his trea- 
jure ill our earthen vessels, that, the'escellency 
ofthe power Ijteing of God and not of us, we 
may bethankfiit for so great a benefit. -m 

Tbminy, farew-eli. My respects to dame 
and family, in wliich my dame joins with me. 

W, H. S. S. 



ccccxLir. 



My de^T Broitier in God, 
I AM amazingly weaJi, low, and feeble in ray 
inside; but, though my outward man waxes 
feebl^', the inward is undeservedly and imexpect- 
edly supported day by day. I thirilt I am fast 
going the way 6f atl the earth Never have! 
seen the Itind hand of God following xm m-'k 
way of providence as I have lately, and never 
have I more forctljiy felt my base ingratitudet' 
What a body of sin and death do I' cany 
about with me, which interrupts my peaee^ 
breaks off my purposes, mars my counsela) 
tilnderS rtie ia my best 'attemptsj And :fta«i 
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tmC^slalltEify eili^^ These €anmtn}te^'^viH dhrdlf 
jTi-'the vaHies, because^ they have charidu- ojfT 
itbn^^, and it is hard work to gct'thcin f)ut of . 
tl» fflfeotttttaina— I meau the mind and affec^? 
ti<ms^^' With my mind I love the Itfw of^ 
Grod," and with the mind I serve it, says Paul,i 
**^butiftrith the flesh the law of sin/' But the 
time will come wh^n there shall be no more the 
Caiiatoites in the houie of the Lord of h<:?sts. 
pray tender my kind love to Mary, to your bfo-» 
th^ and sister, and to his Excellency. Excuse 
Jiaste. 

Ever yours to serve in the bonds of the 
gospel, 






-^^ -^ 



CCCCXLIIL ♦; 

Marph3>1804t % 
. . WJAB BEIEND, 

l^ft'R^have BC^ cold weather again; and I find 
tbe^e eoild easterly winds very unsuitable and 
unseasonable t© old invalids, who are looking 
oub for : a dismission from service, and for an 
eternal ! pension : bnt beggars must not b^ 
ekoos^rs^ it is well for us if we can get on^ 
penaya-dayvibepaid once, a montb, he alloxve^ 
l^read and w«ter, and that even m winter jjuar-f 
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ten. Bat the King of kings will give both the 
bounty and the pay, the victory and the pen** 
sion ; that we may glory in his matchless grace^ 
and in nothing else. For surely nothing is so 
displeasing to him as pride and boasting ^ and 
nothing more pleasing than self-abasement, and 
glorying in his favour. 

Tender my love to M^^f ^^'^ s^ccept thfs 
8am$. 

^ver yours, 

PocTOft Sacj^, 



CCCCXLIV, 

18](X 
DEAR DOCTOR, 

1 £ST£RDAY can^c the wild fQwl smd your let-i 
ten But I am poorly, ^and have been much 
confined for more than three weeks, with a bad 
cough and fever, and am still confined. Wb€;n 
I got myself entangled in what is callad a 
church at Kingston-uponrTbs^me?, \xi S\iu;tyf, 
the mentioning of God's work iipon in? soon 
brought the high resentment of the. grefitest 
part of the whole body upon me: b^ut tbrne 
whom God instructs with a strong hand dare, 
not say * a confederacy ' to every one who is 
In a professioa ; wherefore I soon left them ^ 
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and it is a matter of doubt with me whether 
there was a breath of life left behind, for the 
conduct of too many made it apparent that the 
spring of divine life was wanting. 

At present I am weak and feeble, but the 
Lord is my righteousness, the health of my 
countenance, and the strength of my heart. 
His kindness, his love, his faithfulness and 
truth, have been most abundant towards me in 
Christ Jesus. My enemies are many, but I 
have oqe unchangeable friend, who has not left 
off his kindness, nor withdrawn his friendship. 
I was twice dead to God ; an enemy, a rebel, 
and a williiig captive to Satan and sin, when be 
found me at first: and he never withdrew his 
hand from the work, till he made me another 
vessel. His work is fresh on my mind, and 
the wisdom with which it was carried on has 
left too deep an impression ever to be obliter- 
ated. I have long lived by faith in his darling 
Son ; am still a pauper dependant on his provi- 
dence, and hope to die over head and ears in 
debt to his all-conquering and all-sufficient 
grace ; poor in soul, but an heir of the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ. 

Farewell ! Grace, mercy and peace be with 
thee through Jesus Christ. 

W; Huntington*. 
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CCCCXLV. - • 

PEAR FRI^NP^ {.\ 

I liAVE been much engaged of late iri prepzf\ii^ 
a f(t^ of Mr. Jenkins's letters for tbe^^ prdss;^ 
and in writing his funeral sermon, whith nWr 
gbe^ beaivily on through age, my hand shaktngi* 
Biit,'ble$sed be God; the hand' of faith ddc?s* 
nefl^ber ^hake nor tremble, totter nor feint/ 
Bor catch hold and then let go,' ai heretofore/ 
Nether does the new man- of ' griace dbte,^' 
4Mop, bend with age, nor crawl with infirmities'. 
No icprosy, no plague, no gonit, po rhehtni^' 
^m, no gall-stones in him; he despises sick- 
pCBA'^d flinches not at pain, but ever triumphs 
|A death. *^ TI19 outward man decays, but the 
]ai\?ard man is renewed day by day,"^ and bf 
li€air$e^ grows younger and younger; and never 
4M% lose the name of the new man, thotigh we 
know that he is millions of ages older than fltir 
piri' mamy and was ip being before sin'\vas bbrn, 
or iU parent formed. ' 

i^fitid \rhat is the new man? Faith and hbi^fef/ 
lof'^andiighl/ life and p<?ace. And \7hat p?err' 
clacks i these? The mercy of God in regehtfra- 
tbn^^^andGod is- the father of all these mefcicy,- 
mid ^fhe- €rod of all " the comfort that attend^ 
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tbem. And when did this mercy take place? 
The mercy of God is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting upon them that fear him. Daniel, fol- 
low after these things. Every religious appear- 
ance, inward bondage and outward shew, will 
all wither, fade, die, and vanish at the appear- 
ance of the Judge ; and nothing can stand jbe* 
fQi:e him, meet him with pleasure, or embrace 
him with delight, but the souls that i^ hsvs 
made, adorned with grace from his own fuU 
nes^,. enrobed with the wedded garment which 
he .\vi*ought out and puts upoa us. His o.wa 
Spiri,t jo. us is one in bim. His own Iqve will 
embrace him and admire him ; his own Ugiit 
will rqjoice at the sight of! him, and.Wa^ae ^oHh 
like the sun. at bis appearing. This new tnaiv 
-with. his lustre, is his own treasure; it is bQth 
our lamp and our oil. It is that charity which, 
never fails, that grace that ever reigns; the 
powjcr and majesty of Christ's kingdom; the 
true riches, hidden wisdom, and the image of 
Qod. It is the first fruits of the Spirit, and 
the revenue of heaven in an earthen vessel* 

Upon these little workfolks which arewitli- 
in, these heavenly guests, these rarities^ from 
the tree of life, I fix my eye, and often observe 
their rise and fall, their going out and staying 
at home, acting or lying dormant : and I am 
8ui:e to rise or fall, enlarge or contract, b^rn or 
^ax cold, live or faint, with these. Let us say 
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Oct. 4^ 1811. 

J/he doctor is determined to kill the eoalkBEamr 
with kindness. I am sorry you sbonlcbipiit 
yourself to so much trouble for ooe so :uiiwor- 
tby. I have of late been poorly^ am stiil v^iE^ 
and at timesoiot a little exercised. So Ltalutays 
seems to be ; and the more discipHne liixvei>iii 
the week, the more ^oyrtx on the Lola's da^9 
and I often guess what the sabbatb^taywilklM 
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of this new manias Ruth and Paul did; '^ Where . 
thou goest I will go ; thy people shall be my 
•people, and thy God my God." He is in ixir 
heart to live and die with him. God givi^ 
more g^iure ; then pray we as Moses did ; ^ O 
satisfy ns early with thy . mercy, that we nu^ 
rejoice and be glad all our days ; let thy work 
appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto 
.their, children, and let the beauty of the Loitl 
cur God he upon us." All this is nothing moie 
•than God transforming us into his image by a 
work of grace* 

AU the presents came safe, and I thankyefii I 

for them. Grace and peace be with yon; ^ami 
ikeep yon in hb.way.' '• 

W* H. SjS;c 



lar 

fajifhe fuxaace iwork that precedes it The fiery 
trial purges out the sour leaven, the leea of the 
fviasely the dregs of the cup, and the ill and 
Aeshly isavour. of the dead flies^ which occasion 
tiie doctor's ointnient to send forth a stinking 
smeli This self^abasing and self-emptying 
Mork prepares the earthen vessel for a better 
£a}ueas^t and a better treasure : and I often find 
itfaat, when I feel myself worse than nothing/ I 
JDD (then more than man. The Lords strength 
ApfHears to. be xnanifested (so as others can see 
it), and to be perfect and all-stilfiGient, when 
Jwart aad flesh both fail ; for then there is no 
fecosKture; God is the strength of our heirt, as 
•well as our portion for ever. The strong hand 
of^Qcdlupdla me, the daily cross, and the per- 
petual conflicts and changes that pass over me^ 
J^eep me from soaring too high, and from con- 
fidence in the flesh ; and I view it as the tender 
care, the watchful eye, and the protecting power 
of God ; for it softens the old bottle, and re- 
moves the stony part; and the more soft and 
•teiadet the vessel is^ the better it holds the new 
$rinei :. - •• ... • -. 

. 10 Divine joy in a hardened soul swells it with 
•ptkkv isll the bottle bursts, and the wine run* 
Bcfth/out.' I have seen sad woik of this sort in 
tibe Qourse of tny pilgrimage. But the broken 
iieart and the Spirit's Joy will both be preserved. 
The; foundation. of all teal joy. springs from the 
pardon of sin, and a pure conscience, and is 
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therefore called the lamp that burneth^ the joyi 
of salvation, the joy of the testimony of oouch 
eoce, beingr purged ; and the joy of faith, be^ 
cause it purifies the" HeJirt. **. Where there is no 
unpardoned sin to spring up, there is nothing 
to put the lamp out Where the blood of Christ 
speaks pardon and peace, there shaft bV joy and 
peace in that soul to all eteimty} ^hSfS-infliid^ 
thi^xrhole of Christ's treasure; if hifi ^^KH^ml 

^^pm^ ' ^'*y ^^ ^^?y ' called wise^ %c^Hi 
^y .are ,nmde wise to salvation;; ^atriu ^gfg^ 
^^mu^hi to kADwrthat their. $i|}srai)g^ lofgilffipi 
th^fi for his. oaipc's ^€4 Why ^ip^Ak^$4^ 
tbf . Jbridegroom's . vii^ias r fiksqi^use r;si%o<^^ 
sgp^rj^t^s betVef n God andth^ soul^ M P^^^ 
a^d.the^ are, n^dc Jiigh by th^ blqpd|<^»^^ 

a^^h^yerfeUpM'sbip.both witb tl^s Ivgil^tHA 
tb^f^opf ! ;Th|e| best vessel. i^^a bfilip\i\n§.}^ciff$f 
ai^j^.^t^ ^^t oil,is the Hqly GM<^U ... i*d5MW 
(..Q)ir; WW cli4pel if.VondeTfuliy: a^ttprfp* 
aj^^,tl^?nc are many. Atrangersj.^Jaft swm^W^ 
a^tteptfve and devout. What God ip |d9^^ 
]^.npiv.^Qt npw, .but may pecb^ins'.iknpWo^fWn 
after. The. bread of life is to ba c^t^t upd^iAlit 
vatersy and may be found. afteniHany di^y/i«^b$tl 
such as believe in their hearts return, and give 
glory to .God by the confession of the mouth. 
God bless his people both with. spiritual and 
temporal health ; and then there will be little 
work for us doctors, 

Thk GoALHSAvaa^ 
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I>i)iiljr<'i^nfty for tlnne afflictioni, bat glad that 
dWf tt« ndcSifitfd. The efect are all firstboni 
Mii^^pi^dptioa ; '* I ant a father to Isnel; 
liMI'I^Ithiiib '^ n^ firstboro;" The generaf 
IWedlM^ dite thc^church of the firstborn ; ant^ 
^»#%i<iiliiMtH6 firstboni of « ftmily a HoH 
H^^MftfibB^- And, as sueh in a spiritual senscj 
^%»t^ th« protnise of the life &a.t how is, 
aiif <^ tllNtt wfaSch is to come. But in beggary 
ildfi|k|»ea^ tfyitfg, though the bread -is sure. 
HWi^llrft ntft to tempt or limit the Holy One; 
Whether lie stod by a i«ven, u pagan tridoMr," 
^4>k ii^I;^^~ill are Qod's servants^ all ii God'* 
IVbMatfee, inid notbbg to be refused if it bd 
^e^cAli^ vrith thanksgiving. This paper kitef 
iMH^fntetideditonLe wdiks ago, but 1 am writinjf 
i^Mk i God's blessing attend it So prays thdr 
CiMlbeftV^, attd my dame joins me. ' 
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CCCCXLVIII. 



Aug. 4> IdlSt. 
D2AR DOCTOR) - v -- 

Xf you have been ill| I have also beenvieryl 
poorly with rheumatism and the gtavel m m^ 
tein's. Biic this is not the wors^; for/ faa?if»]^ 
admetime ago been indulged with mncKtidamo^t 
iM access, much freedom and familiirity/imiii^s 
l^lMsing reflections, heavenly views, amh^j^od 
^Idtis iirb^p^cts ; of late the old vkiU has^^th 
Been dtoptj all has been hid ; and I^havfe ^^ 
fef% fes a man of strife and eontentittii, ^' MjF 
s8ul^ Has been the emblem of iwduirt ^Slnnij 
in ^iiKiky^, tempe^tiious, and itMnvy^ tWifiMin^ 
al^ ^(faking, repining, fretting andrebeUin^ 
Bue the legioti is now cast out, and '^cAm Ifdttfai^ 
h>^M oi^ s wifie, and I am onceihore^atthe^nilfa 
ftdt, clothed \Hth htarnllityv ' ami ift myj- tight 
Intnid. I, however, expect a retbm of^the^tj 
hot at the new, full, or any change of the mo^; 
Ibt at the eclipse of the sun : and I alvtr^^find 
f»y fits most violent after fine, warm, and com^ 
ifor^abte weather. The foreboding- -^ymjrtioifts 
ar^, a cdd chill in the afiectioQs;'«qitfiaviM?c^ft 
thv^eyc^rso that eveft the sun itself is dbs<iui^ 
fthd then aU is darkness, ^imness^ ani^'Histiyiliwl 
^wi^ ec^fosion; and t&is bHngs ^ an )n6^ 
jnittent fever^ which > burns and cools, rages 



and abates, alternately. And these fit« call for 
the strait waistcoat^ the rod^ the doctor pestlo 
and mortar, and the stocks. 

* },u these epidemical, not to say chronic dis# 
easesj I long for a few leaves of that tnaenvhich 
h^s tiienationsi And ^ lit|:le of the dilof jojt 
for a& emulsion'; some salt, that is goo^ s^ 
|f)oesjt2K>t its savour, for sfiline druughM ; imU 
abwraaH^tbis is.my request — to see the.f4pfii>f^ 
wmI /enjoy .a.tiMt from, our gre^t physiciQp^ Owe 
lic^irig. bs^lm, wr saving health, ,eur lif^afli^ 
tJieJieagji;h:of;ottr days. Eveiry spiritualpaJlejil 
l«^gb iQT. Mils' ir%nd it is a sorie tri^l wln^ii^Wfi 
kW>w ,tija.tr*her^ay of Uis ^rttj|e,.^iunjp of ^ 
lijnWs jwderp, ta w«sh,in Silpam^ a VQrdi frpfft 
l(tftbliiii*h,, a::l0ok:fi!Q^m hia ey^f^ .^r a tpuflb *?/ 
tjb^eibfim of bis garment^ would atake^ mjfA} ffifs 
fttotjy wliwje. JBiit so it is; w© sri? fbie-^K^iog?! 
«\te8^1?ittd7ct go lean from day ^ d^% S^t>tb4 
hiiitgrmm wmt be taktin away^ ftwJ/the fkllt 
ditealofMbt bcid^chamb^r :intist,fts5 IriXimm 

bnnWfJVXtootftr, go i^und to y%^fr^ikv&^ 
^WDai%i w Wf W: i« t^Mder miadv.fhftn jw^fs^tiiio^ 
ijfi(inyrjcjustpmftr»bti0g naked, ^d^in want of 
aci*»ddiig;ii0bQ; .sonK^tgrving far. want of ^b# 
jli^s^cUf/ Jifi^»: <p theirs :^i$:k-A|t }>etrt^ ^»4/:^(»rif 
twJih.ijiE^ii^ p^ympn^h ivkii^ ftU .i^tn^.tA 

^nforJieJf , < ^ealttij. «nd cure ji f km^pb IjjISw 



jjtimj) I Can iloither help, gtvcfKcftliilitwt ©iff Mcfl 
«ttfe ptysd^ whieh concludes me^ . -x^ i«f.. 

A Physicitii 6f do VJdttef 
•' CCfcCiLlX, '•■•''•^^'^ 

N-:\ .«..]BV. SIR, ' ' '' yt?o[ 

XF God permit, and ycfu ap'prove, i sHali Ti5- 
Wtmr ydlif pulpit on Sunday licxt ; iSonobPit, 
tsiyi witli the preacMng of the vilest '^9M8h 
^'t evfer was bdrii, in possessian of iti'llti^ 
fhlit'caTn never die. I am % 1)irtlif a teggSr^ 
by 'tradle a coaIheavfer~by ptaclice k iJe>^fl[-^4y 
']f>T6l&i^ii6ti a isinher saved— by priiiciple' a"'Stm 
^ssHifS'.- If yiJiirhearers seek Jbl- 3<5qufeit5f, 
^f hrStteal research, or profdtiftd i^owiSflgi 
I aitf'tee'htkriVlib can completd/ dSsapto 
%eAi aft. riut, if they will be'ccmten?^^!^ 
^^^K^ sc^ip^ of apostolical ignoranSe,' tt'^lSifl^& 
MHut tiiey siiall have some ot tJiasc. '^'^-^ ^ 

■"■■■■■••■ ■ ■ • CCCQi^ -.:^.i:h^v3 nf. • 
■ f ; ,\ ;■• - ! : ■ . • ;. V ■:..• . • I-;! oJnu noilo 

Toi^jaaic, .l^Jlaeir of pip^?; !tbe3 wn ^toHl 
*g?j. Il^e ; se? (w^d son , !«f ^ ,^{|b^fn j Is/m tJfeCfioit 



der tutors and governors, differing little ftoi^ 
.^of^KiVaoi^ thiHigb Lord of all. WhHe undej* 
tutors and governors, the law being .our ;ichpQl- 
^a^ter, wrath, fear, bondage and death rule us; 
and here we learn to know, or a,re tutored in, 
.the desperate evil of sin, and l;lie terrible ma- 
jesty of God. Happy they who h?ivc finished 
^|j^eir^st^<yes, fpr this stucjy is a Yfe^rinc^.tp \\\p 
||cf^,., Ihit hl^ssseifi are they wlio learu ^jf 

'hm^^Mx^' -fP*" *^«y *^^^ '^.'S^ tp.the^tt^t 
JJpP^A .shall. sj|;.do>vn at l^is fee,^ i^nAey^^y 

^jpe.??ord ,oif life whpw X\\^. ,ftpp?^^e hfts, h^y 
lgl^'"^'V.^; ^y 4e. k'llipg. letter !.,The,%ipgi,i:«^\l 

^BSK/,«' .T<> ^Hfil». A?%ed .i$ thf Yrw4;flf{ ^Up 

iW'lM^r-Wy ^^flP^ k **f Wk indeed^ . ftij^ |^^ 

Jt deliveyg ,^« ^rom jl|he ci^x^e of c^he lau*;, l^fhiif^ 
iSRtld minijtt^tioQ of death ; and frq^i Satan, 
.ivho has the poyrqr df death, which brings iji 
an everlasting righteqi^nefs, that is our justifi- 
cation unto life ; " I'he words that I speak up- 
to^$^%fcy*ai;e jspirit, and they are life." "1^ 
ithfcfii* €im Q6A is the Gcxi'^^of salvation, -atid'iifc- 
^aCfetl ik4 Lord 'bd(/ng^ the issues .fr*na &eatK.'' 
ibd'gnifcsihe^ffaprlng" and 'the' is^Ue 'fiSn^ -o* 
the nail fastened in. a sure plaqe; the keys of 
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tfie fibiisc of Davi 

'tHe offspring and 
« My blood is drink indeed.'' His blo()i*0* 
curtfs pardon, and cleanses from all' sin j^ "he 

^iiiade ^eace by the blood of his cross/*' iSod 
tecbnciled lis by the death of his' Sbri; anli 
t)rbugnt us into friendship, which procures our 
jail delivery; ** By the blood of thy <povenani: I 
have sent forth the prisoners out bf the pu, m 
which is tio water/* It blots out traiisgfessiofis 

Vout 'of the book of God's remerAbkioge, and 

justifies us from all future defftand's of vmdic- 

7-!^.> :. J . ;.' : ,, . . . .;-r..s*i' '<;i' y-?^ -'^frs 
tive justice; " being iustified by his blood, we 



,.xiie aeui-ooDK cuqcciicu, sccuhlv irom wratii 

and tuiia, and au these spintuauy applfed, and 

'comfortably experienced, ^re what is meant 

by drinking nis blood. And all these, things 

(through Christ), held forth and promfsea in 

* 'tbe vvord,^ is letting fbrth jChrist as evidently 




eed- 
ofth 



which he is to 4} Y^.^ ;!^Xferi mental knowledge 

of these filings in the heart, with light in the 

4ittid' to \inderstand what is in the heart, and 

setting both these before the believer, is feed- 
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J^g.^iro witji knowledge, and uu.defstan|di^n(j, 
^lijch i» the work pf a pastor after Go4's own 

t But you will perhaps reply, the blood of 
iChrist. is within the vail; and. as for Christ's 

i flesh, or his bodilv presence, that is in heaven ; 

*''j> . I ' ' "^ r ' / , .■•.'* T 

" The heavens must receive him till the res^i- 
,tiition of all things.'' True; but, as the ppmi- 
potent God, he is whenever two or three me^t 
in his name to the world's end. And he is 
r.njBver separated from his human nati{re,^nor 
from his savin? benefits: ** My reward is with 
me. and my work before me." His fulness of 
grafip, of wisdom and knowledge, the p^ne^ts 
of Kis cross, knd the blessings of his death, 

r alwavs attend his presence. Hence the pliizlmg 

^boi; .r; .; ) i. **\ .-. ..'...' >* /.r:-'' iij^^ • 
question, and the lamentable assertion, 'VCan 

f- the children of the bridechamber fast While the 

r Dridesroom U with them r But the time will 

ban r«'*^''J.- »t "<'.!- ■ t" lY r .''^^ '• ''■' 

, come when the bridegroom shall be taken away 

froip theni, and then they shall fast Ji^ those 

•days. 

r rMy son. be ;5trong in the grace, that is in 
r Christ Jesus, and endure hardness, as a good 
j.sojdier; tor the captain or our salvation was 

perfected for his offices by his >uffenngs. 

9':jj)*jl'/'rif;>. -'•'■'>"•'' >Ev6r yours,' • 
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A..p&£sj^KT help if Godinev^rjr tupfr^Qccil: 
liTs prescdce fills ev.erjr yaouicy, xepa^a ct<^ 
loss, satisfies every desire; l^als cxfiy bf^i^ 
and fills fivery cbasm* We are cU^upeA Jh^S^ 
fitth by bloody but we are de^iis^ f^Mp i^|pto 
by love. %Vhcn God circm}cises the l}eai^,JK{ 
takes .araj tbe body, of jthe^ui^ ?f M^ .^esjn^ 
Chrfst h<;cainjB a debtor to ansiyer $;>r t)|e^ Ite 
Bis own circuincisioo ; and, ham^g mjic]^ iw 7 

fi yei!^ ji¥e love much ; this is tq^e c|rc;»ii)QMf 0^1 
'Be ^.pirjt, applies the atoi^emep^ . r^eiW3 t^hftl 
aouu and shedsabroad the Father's Iok?, wfekb; 
boras Op ^U, th^ i^ola^ wi^ \\f jmx,&^^ b^tiftflfe'i 
Atid ,#ith^ an intpjesjt i^ |i\esp tlju^^wil^o 
snoul^ we Ap itqder ^11 the qr9ssQ% ^qss^iig jAit'> 
djifj)pojntin?nt3 c^f .^^^^ wprid^? Wb5iJi.iaAc|Shl 
tolerable mountain have I ojfteq mad^ of a jt^teri 

insur'mountablp pb^t^cle;} Myq,flwj^G9l,^<i^ftjftt,- 

tieni visit ! THe bas^$ of the$|: ^ip.un^^n^^o jiiqto2 
belief 4i»d ^istruflt, vhipb are.rai?j8fl m,tb# parnid 
nalnunu, %nd,are but ,teni|K>];^r|^ at bej»tr. X^djlu 
tout^Ves'them: .thpj 'smokp^ ^i^ ,t^f.,J9<^(!p«,tn 



epcs up ynder theai. £0^ w^^ 1^^ com^ 
jdown, the xnoMUt^ios flo^^^wQ at hiii presence; 
JsaL l?civ. 1—9. ^ 

God wil).3uppor t my dlear Jba;otbef } ^f 5f^U bea^ 
}ifxa upi ^i^d hrix^ him through. And nev,^r does 
Jai^l-Stuflpfefenxiy ixiotedlearly.?^|)ea^ tjhan w&en 
5|lJ>6tlKr|ii!Qps;giyc way, when all refuges faiL 
tli^tefift'AllwbHcfly eicpectations prove ^ miscarry- 
|S^Vo(»n^,^aiid all creature comfort? a^r^y b^ea^L 
^ffiitiffftoktti cisterns afford ^Aowatew when. the 
tebobfor the olive shall fail ; when there shall be 
i*fcfRii* m Ihe V!n;e; .when .the flocks shall be cut 
<3(rf mtti the fold; a^d no heril left in the^statu 




Ittfla/ftlid^Ved %\^'rse ; when in rag^ apd iktters : 
\f4i^'«'ba?lfey cakes ahd1}ad' water were my^o'nly . 
fcWdi^liad thebredd of life^ and'a flowing cup. 
of^<k4vaiion *in irif fieart: ' dncl woulcl hot pave 
cWH%€d»' i^tes^ W?th any soul living. Sharp. 
ti*ils^«i^V^ what i5 ^^iixp^l^Qti^ 
-yefiiedyf gibii^ ?($ deep' SB the dfs&ae^/SaK^s 




40T^mfe^"i(ulteiiJrt6ii't6 thd:di vine, will, .toajt , 
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terpiece ; it is couBterfeitiiig the oil of joj, 
dbd is the light that Christ calls darkness^ tb^ 
light of our own fire, and the sparks that ^e 
kindle. This is the Arminian's conversion, a^ 
foolish virgin's lamp. It is the way-side heara^s 
glee, the stony-ground hearer's soil, and this 
"thorny^gtound hearer's cross; but> being nothing 
more than corrupt affections, the deceitfulne$s 
i of riches carries them away from the gracious 
-picmises^ and makes them, as they ever wiU:be| 
barren to God, , ^ 

.^ God bless thee, my true yoke feHow^ ^> 

Ever yoursy . j 

The CoALfiSAVisa: 
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lIhav* to tell nay beloved that tlic plipa^ufe 

rf>f the Lord prospers in the hand of ixh dear 

,.SQn, and in the hand of the weakest ot' all 

,; t;he. Saviour's servants. A little iji^hile ago 

i^.^eferal people came to join us, and last^ijjn- 

day three more, among whom was^ a ^yc^ijpg 

; maa^whonot long since was the picture of 

misery, sadly confused, bewildered, and abasljed; 

a mere inanimate machine. I endeavoured to 

f nicoimtge.him in seeking, but advised him to 
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Keep in tlie lowest room until the Spirit: df 
l?Bertj? should say, ^* Friend, go up higher/* On 
-lefet%i*mg the vesti-y his face prbclaimed his health ; 
•Wb judgment was clear ; he was placid, serene, 
^ctflta, composed, tranquil. Smiling, he said, *»I 
^im c6me with a better story now,* which waa 
"true enough, for I found it, as the Lord says, 
when he heals Ephraim he restores comforts un- 
' to him, and to his mourners ; when he left me I 
Ifelt a dissolving oil, and a cheering camlie^ 
which I went and paid away immediately in a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving to God for his good- 
ness to such, and for his deep and unparalleled 
oapdi£SC€n9ioQ in owning, and approving so des- 
picable a servant, whom numbers abhor, des- 
pise, and ridicule: "through evil report and 
good report, as deceivers and yet true." But 
nothing can avail Or ^ircvail against the testi- 
mony and witness of the Holy Spirit, the testi- 
mony of conscience, the approbation of God, 
^Wdlight of Ills countenance, and the sopportof 
'^w fiandi These are the favours tliat encom- 
' ^ass i?$ y With a shield; our love tokens, ptops 
"^'^fecPljuf^arks, and our weighty matters, whfch 
' -^^^ftyi- fioi" f and, when these are nOt found, we 

^'' ""^I hfeg iiiy respects to dame, and all th6 seed 
• ?6^Sl that" are on our 'side. 

. •' ■ , God bless yott, ' ^ ' 
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March 15, IWI* o 

5 AM now, my dear friend, preparing; n^j^^^i^^' 
%ir removal ; a difficult task, that creates, p^^ 

iustle. But we have the propjise. 9/»/^jt?Hf!5 
rfwdling, a peaceable habitatiop^. ajod ^^<tml^ 
riesting place, from whence we shall reinqv)e<^ 
SQore. And we are permitted at tlme« to |f|999^ 
in^tHe exercises of faith and hojj^ so Jtigjj,^ 
j'l^l to feel the sweetoess of that.air^ fm^.j^i^ 
pteasan'tQess of that climate; aod '.t^ntj^^ifok 
down again. How transient is every h/e^fff^j 
j^ttMencil^ If In meekness and con^rj.tJ9n,aft^ 

^^^Rkf^'f.§lf^^^'i'^^^^ prayer is «ndq(^.^^t:ft 
^nj?.'-. , if Mve)y and wet" with dew Jn , tj??;fi«lBife 

%fS^:'^i$^J^ J^^^^^J^P}^^^^ that we.^l;^^Lyfi,^fD^ 
our -iirsUoye, and disapproves. of ^merA^pflfni^ 

*/i ife^C ^"'^ ^ ^^.^^"^ ^°®^^ "''^y* if. ?n,X»iWlWk 
ever after felt lave so hot, so ^eaxen^yj so ^;<|^^ 

4?3 that so' completely cast out al^ f^^M^ifts^ 

all cdrj-np^iori, and ci;uci6ed, so df^Qtufjy^ tc^t^ 

^brj['t|, ,4s the ^rst ," The time will .Qf>^%,(fuj4f 

I know^ha^these >s;oi:d&3re tfue) t^iafeyft#h?W/ 

ana ye shall not see it." We are exhoi^^j^ 
*Pi>ftto:f %^ . P^^5Pa^ WeHn^s*, ^jg^tepH^tpss. 
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ctetrity, faith, Sec. ; hxxi the dTiffifculty is to oViJr- 
lalce t'heiTi. Atirf, fof my pir^ I kno\^ 6f no^ 
tfiing in my prof^^sioii' ^kt puzzles tne mor6 
tlian the exhortation to abide in tlicf vinef, ti6 
abide itihrs 'love; and the protoise of rieCiiViiig 
lii/^^ridofisly; loving ns freety, riicfi'iing ^e& 
OTi**]^^'iin6er him in his #a:y, dnd matfri^ ttc 
ffil%efat 'ifeirf fat. Upon ihese I have long set 
i»y»eartf;^ter these I follow, and seek ifiein' ii 
We^m^iX Mr treasure; but O with whii poor 
af ftfeyfeS P- iB! that I gam are some very conspi- 
^^U^'^ii^Mreii to'^Hy^ m beMlf of^niyself and 
8ffie^Vlndht at'thnes brings a Irttte raim Ifor il)c 
|wpit;' atid then tfi^t h gone. I 'obtatn also t 
atefiM&lthrH* for him, and n6>^ aha «ie^' i* 
aiiifl^token, jost to let me know h6 'is alive; and 
fhlf t^ ^1 - But to $ay I am fat an^ Aoqrisning^ 
alffl'ifekHsfiedxvIth his goodrieiss as with ma^rdxtP 
ttdWdWSjtHis fs'far frott" riie. 1 canripttriake 
ij^cflfefcfie,- ^of pf ovidence, keep pace. with ftie 
ffflfiflsci?,"^ iiot dan I'lii'afce them agree and har- 
«^Wi2i,"fdf ttt%e"they often appear' to/differ 
i#«ieff.f»2r.-fiave¥nbMm ^^hat ft 'ii to' aipUn^^ 

^Wf !nf •ddp'to bvei^bt»V^ the^ sight Ibeing t(^p 
gi#4^* aM!"th'«i^com^ttts too niticlii'tiiese; were 
5ft^r881S^df hbntiy'ancl Ijutter ; ' ^ut inihi td\i 



baft8r\fi^ atiti aPcfo«liie''te'aiifi? da^n^^t W 
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the rail \riU.gire way in due tini^ aod tligfs 
Anting days come to ao end; (or: we canDpt £|i$t 
wfaca .the Bridegroom is with us. la heavflo. 
we shall have his campany, though in this world 
he is- but as a wayfaring man, and seldom ^^^ 

m 

lies a whole night Yet it appears strange that* 
he should court, woo, win, and. captivate tk|t. 
whole soul, and kill it to all but himaejil^ ^m4. 
tiien leave us to longj crave, hunger, an^ tbii^tt^ 
with seldom or ever any more than a txap^ieg^, 
visit. Lam this morning in a bua^ouc.^.^od 
fiuilt^ and all thb world will not satisfy me; tMt 
}. know what can, and that cannot be got; w^, 
w& musk weep and sorrow on, till death pvte^Mi 
ta the furnace, the cross, the fastings wd- 
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-Pesirly^beloved brother, and true yokefellow j grace 
and peace be multiplied to thee." 

I:nHXVB^in a great jneasure lost, my spAf^f^ 
thimigkAhis icough and cold that.a;re (^i?D9e(^p«^ 
m*v and my : hoitrseoess makfes^pae ^&t?MiLQQ^i# 
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x^ftkbess*' Last night I had a sweet time oil' 
Isaiah xit. 3. My dear Lord is kind, an4 stiy 
s6iil blesses him for furnishing me with mticy 
t^ be faithful. He has blepsed me with an ex^ 
p^fiendeof the force of truths and enabled nm 
to embrace the love of the truths and truth in 
the love of it ; which hitherto has been my shield 
a^ buckler. The church of God is the ground 
of truth, which should labour to support it, and 
(tt^a pi41ar) to hold it forth. Wliat furnace^ 
^Oric have I seen, and what suffering under it^ 
cfn^ly to purge from false influences and iklse 
nxKtii^hsl And, when such arc convinced, that 
t1ver0is;a lie in their right hand, yet tfaey.faolil 
f^iffS' dj^odt; aoid no wonder^ for Satan, sin and 
self, are all in union to support a |ie^ smd^com-* 
hirj^(3k against truth. But, beloved, let us be 
zealous for our God, seeing that Arians increase 
and abound every where, and we have one near 
to us who is indefatigable in circulating his 
bane. 

All that are of the contrary part shall be 
tnaj^ nj^ifest ; they shall oppose Christ, shew 
their enmity to him, fight against him, and earn 
their damnation in the sweat of their brow, for 
the wages of sin is death ; and Christ will be 
affe»aftttl)litr* sti&tte and a rdck ©f offence toithit 
pm^'>W(t'^'\lte'Wis6; ai^ a sarefoutidatioalio 
^i^hiJOiAite, ther pKxfiV, aiKd the fofolisb. ^^(^ 
Vmf^&M&'*''i4'4dt fel^tbe fall-^nd riaiogia^&iii 
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^ mftaf JB Israel^ and for a sign that iflbatt H 
<^p6ken against ; ^ atitt^he^ Wiretches are proving 
tlie truth of divini f6vehition, (mt ^e have not 
•o learned Christ He is Golfs iaiM/zi}l oUt 
eternal provision ; his fruit is gQodi plerauH t) 
^e^ye, good for foody and very <te[drab!e.tai 
iriakig one wise. There is no part of him /bii 
starving sinners can eat: his rig^hteousn^S isir 
^eet morsel; it removes the.eiirs^and bHii^ 
the $6ntence of justification utUo \lft,\ ifyta 
l}}oQd is driiit: indeed to thci soul ; it pur^<lft alt^ 
and g« and satisfies the soul with peace i^ 
i\econciiiation With God. His mouth, ^lien hS 
breathes oh us» is most sWeet, and a Wort^ jjtt^ 
aes^n from his lips bow g6od it is t His fHr 
sence will not sufibr a bridechild to fiist. T^* 
si^t visits, healing rays, the returns of praye^t 
and.^ sMUing providence, how sweet to J^thl; 
His frowns, des£irtions, liis furnace,, rebukes, rp^ 
prooi^ ^cQurg^s, and stripes; ye^ bis aIo«|i 4iHi; 
ipyrrh,;b;s wormwood and gall, hU coQtHKtlooi^ 
his. bitter herbs^ and the waters of strifey are^lieV 
ter a^ sweeter, to a starving soul, .than >fa)sr> 
p€»ce, carnal ease, and the deep sleep of dettk.^ ; 
, God bUss the excellent of the ediibi ^ 
says the chiefest of all sinners, / , ' 
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\\ Iwyti qoir A l«n^ Qftd^tr^Qbkaome job ii» 
Mii4.^ WNhout H MAff I kfl: €ra*bfrook/ bbtr 
ittti\m^ became ;t vr^ bands. I used to carry all" 
4l^^sQ)MtliMe {iha four-busfael sack ; now i coidid 
Att^^CigHt w^ggops. I^ncef 'God cotnpeHed me 
fO^iioek 'his ktbgdoio, and the righteousness 
iffllidi^d^givtsy'all these things hare been given 
itPifoW imc^* W*heB I went ^o school in )youB 
<ft^<:l)^sl i enviied every one tfie conoenta o^ 

a 

\ik dinner bag*^ smd etery good cost that ap^:' 
pSaiietf iipon ifbe boys of a. better sort.*' BtiC 
MMly the last are first; God ^* HaspUtdoTJ^*^ 
tft^ihlgh^-from their scats, and exalted tbem of 
la4;^^igrte:^' ^ IPhese things are wonderfu!, soft- 
eMhf , arid humbling to me. My God appear* 
bolft Within and IV ithout And I. am, even in* . 
XHA' lAwest sense, *Kr ileher than all the fathers 
of5>tbose children whose plenty and affluence I* 
dM^^ envied^' having all in th^ promise o\^r and 
abd^V the true riches, for God is oor pbrtion:l 
His iviidom appears most wenderftrtfy iit^ suffer* 
ing me at the beginning of my ministry to ck-' 
peri||Q(|e,]ji|in|;^r, cold, and nakednes3; by which 
things I have been led to watch and observe ; 
japad h^s kin4 dealings have made a deep and lastr 

Vol., II u I, 



Dg impression. My beggary was sport for 
bols, and Icept the polite and gay from my 
ninistry; for who would think of looking for 
;he heir of all things in a Coalheaver, covered 
rith rags? But this was their mistake, and be- 
came the fatal stumbling block of many ; who, 
vhen they had finished their six years' sport, 
went out of the world by wholesale. Were I to 
ivrite all that I have seen, it would surprise you. 
But the wonders of God's grace, and his fatherly 
;are in providence, are to be known and ac- 
knowledged by his children, to excite gratitude, 
md to endear their God to them. And the co- 
operation of the Spirit's influence with these 
furnish the soul with a variety of sacrifices, and 
the mouth with divers words for expression ; 
and so the glory redounds to the source from 
whence all the goodness flows. 

Isaac, God bless thee. 

W. H. S.S. 



CCCCLVI. 

Aug. g, leio. 

SEAR FRIEND, 

Hope and her anchor are both within the vail, 
and therefore far enough above brick walls and 
deal btmrds. The man after God's own heart 
lost Ziklag by fire, and the best saint in all the 
east lost both sheep and shepherds by a fire from 



147 

lieaven ; then what may not a despicable, sidFuI 
Coalheaver expect ? My God has not suffered 
my mind to be moved, nor one moment's sleep 
to depart from mine eyes, on account of the 
chapel. God satisfies the desire of every liv- 
ing thing, Psalm cxlv. 16. Numbers have long 
wished, and expressed their wish, that the cha- 
pel might be burnt down, and God has fulfilled 
their desires. But will he not much more ful- 
fil ours? Not a few have heard me as Ions: as 
they could ; till, having received their sentence, 
they are become desperate. Such have but one sort 
of food; namely, * except we eat of their flesh 
we cannot be satisfied.' The burning of the 
tchapel was not sufficient ; they lamented aloud 
l^ecause we were not in the place when the fire 
began. 

I am no enemy to their joy, nor could I 
help laughing when I heard of it. I thought 
of the old story — " When the Philistines saw 
the ark, and heard Israel's shout, they cried 
out, These be the gods that smote the Egyp- 
tians with all the plagues in the wilderness ; be 
strong, and quit youreslves like men, and fight." 
And, when they took the ark, they set it before 
Dagon, as a trophy of Satan's victory, ascribing 
the glory of the conquest to him. But the fall 
of Dagon, the loss of his head and hands, the 
emerods and the mice, made their joy but of 
sbort duration; and the triumph of these will 

L 2 
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be but for a mommt. At first I t4idu|^ t}m^ 
was intended tsn drive me into the oouatty, 
U'bich I have long wislred, and had set iny mind 
on Snflblk and Ely. But it is Bot so to be. 

God Almighty for ever Wcss thee, my dearly 
beloved in Christ Jesus !: 

U\tt s.s. 



GCCCLVII. 



DEA-R FRIEND, 

With respect to myself, tjie Lord dealb^lchtdly 
v/iih me in oiy last stage, and fulfils his owa 
wpvd, " They shall bring forth fruit in old age, 
to shew lliat the Lord is upright" Jfe lodge*' 
bis divine fruits, from his>own fulness, in pur 
^|;then vessel^, a^ a portion of good thart lalls (»' 
lis, and life is the ■choicest blessing in tbat ppr» 
lion ; fpr it is said, that he divided unto tben»_ 
his liviiig. Theie fruits, ^nd- the boly Spirit 
that producetb them, are bO- many parts of 
Christ's fulness; and thiis he ascended that he 
rpiglit fill all things ; and these vessels of mercy,. 
wbjch Ire fills, are the fulness of him that ^IletU 
ftil.ip all. The fear of the Lord (the common, 
name of all the crop) is- his treasure ; apd, when. 
he pomes to reckon with the traders^ he receives 
hi^ o\vT^ with usui-y ; for "there is. that 8cal?feerf 
and y?t increases," both his own stockand the- 
stpck of many ; and. "there is that withholdeth- 
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tnore than i^ me^t, arid it tendeth to vpeniiry/* 
as^ in the slothful servant, with one talent of 
;goldJ 

This divine oiati "had two sons, one by cre- 
ation and national adoption ; — Pharaoh, ^^ Israel 
is my son, let him go, that he may serv^ me.** 
The younger is a son by pre-adoption. AinoHg 
earthly families scMne take the land, others the 
cash, some the goods, and others have the rest 
and residue. He divided to tliem his living, a 
portion in this temporal life — the living that he 
has appointed for man ; and all the means pf 
jgrace, as the Jews had, when tlie elect amoiig 
the Gentiles had nothings ^ Soh, thoii art ever 
with me,'* to the end of the legal 4Hspensationi 
which is often styled fbr ever. This sacrifice, 
and ^hat offering, shall be for ever, tlVat i^ to 
the end^ when thev cease to be offered, ^^* Ali 
that I have is thine ^" the «arth and the fulness 
thereof- Tlie oracles of God, the service of 
God, the covenant, the promises, the Messiah, 
the gospel, and the kiiagdoni, till Christ took it 
away, and^ave it to us Gentiles, that we might 
taring forth th^ fruits thereof. Tlien you will 
«ay. Was not that elder son a chosea ves^l, see- 
ing his father says. All that I have is thine? 
No: God may give us all this W'Ofld, for it' h 
his, and the fulness thereof^ and all the means 
of grace, and heaven itself. But it is not all 
that God has that will make iis happy ; but ill 
tfiat God i>i will; the Lord — Father^ Sbnauid 
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Spirit — are the portion of his people. " Abra* 
ham, I will be a God unto the^ and to tb}- seed 
afiCer thee." And " he is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living," who have the Spirit of 
life in them. 

Once more; all God*s elect are firstborn 
sons, being sons by adoption before tbcy were 
bom, and hence called the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn ; and, as sucb, they 
must have a double portion, '* the promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to 
to come, all things pertaining to life and godi 
liness." 

All these things came into my head after I 
began to write to my brother, so that I may sayi 
my mouth is open to him. Tender my love to 
our banker. God bless thee. 

The DpcTOR, 



CCCCLVIII. 

ISOfi. 

AU sorry to hear, by Mr. I.ansde11> that my 
friend's child is so ill. One trial seldom comes 
alone ; and the least trouble will break a stronger 
back than mine, if left to bear it. Cast thy 
burdens on the Lord; as the heart conceives, 
.'Hid the load increases, so speak to God as to 
ease the weight. The mouth is the door of the 
lieart, out .of which the heart discharges its 
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freight; *^ Our mouth is open unto you/' saith 
Paul, " our heart is enlarged." Sorrow will fill 
the heart, confession and prayer will empty it; 
and} if meekness mingle its influences, the dis- 
charge is great, and the flow is rapid. In 
mournful days I have laboured hard at this 
pump, to keep the little vessel from sinking too 
Jew, lest I should not be able to bring her again 
to anchor, the winds and the rain, the waves 
and the billows, have seemed so violent. But, 
abovp all, be gratpful for every token for good ; 
love, praise, and thanksgiving, are the best, 
and most acceptable, of all sacrifices ; if grati*-^ 
tude be neglected, our best joys, brightest views, 
and kindest indulgences, will be transient and 
^hort-lived, and soon be exchanged for the 
wormvjrood and the gall. Petitions, groans, 
cries, and tears, are not the only revenues of 
God's realm ; when he turns the wilderness into 
a fruitful field, hp callsf for joy and gladness, 
thanksgiving and the voice of melody ; this is 
more pleasing than a bullock that has horns and 
lioofs. If this branch of real devotion be not 
attende4 to, the wheels of Zion's chariot wiU 
drag heavily. 

I have been to Lewes in consequence of Mr. 
Jenkins's illness, and I think I shall see him no 
more. I have been but poorly since the cold, 
^vet journey ; and this heavy, dreary weather 
confines me within doors; ,for old age loves, 
nursing, and so does the old man. We have a 



Everyoan. Lore to rf firjendsj r ? 
The CoAtBEivMt ' 



CCCCLIX. 



Deadf betoved iqii troe joke-feUov. r 

c-ttE Coallieava' is stilt alirt, and God gHH 
tAtJmAnir to the word of his gface. Srreral 
are beeo brought forth in our ncxr -xt^ddkig 
hamber ; this and that man are iiletdf bOPQ 
ate. Others hare conceived by the wwd rf 
ruth; siArte ife in the strav, aad d ^iit'ii 
iar^ hbou'r. Thas God maker us fhiitfal hi t 
traAge laitd. My sweet Sai^ieur is still iritti 
lei'itnd^fny bitterest cDcmies are icattcred 
broad. W, has collected some frotti Brighton, 
tora'Lewei, and the Wells, and is going ta 
Lmerica. ' Mac has cursed the miriistef of ff bi 
idebce Chapet, London, even in his^ ptilptt. ' U 
t irell fbr me that this dWine sentence is ift 
be mouth of the king, by whom it iiever 
iei dt caadom. Pook- David and Jeremiah fell 
ndot-tKissame'causelbssciirse; bursas It eame 
rom the sqiji of perdition, it was not executed, 
^oije of t^ese weapons, formed against me, 
ave as yet prospered, and I am still in hopes 
hey never will. 



Saviour ; by whose blwd |i am icle^p, ,by -wUosft 
Spirit I lam. Kblyv and byt M^hpse, ^potUJUs obedi* 
eiurfivl::wii;jiilt,, These, in all their fulness, 
and in all their glory, are in Christ Jesus; 
and, by virtue of our tirtion trith him, they are 
dur% in aH their sufficiency and perfection : for 
we are complete in hint, and without fault be- 
fore ibe: tliroiie, even in him, who appears in the 
presence of G6d^ for «s. All sanctifidaffiJn but 
fbiol j3>of hpipan invention, and muat add ^hall 
fell, before t\to ark of God*a strength. Ami I am 
mcit^i than, sure, that if all this sort of gs^^ctifir 
pati^n,' wWch h no\v set forth in London, ^xi4 
'$& ;tbe/»drocates for it, were but ta faJl into th» 
|)aq4s of the gr^^t reijner, one part in 4 thoi^nd 
©f( the furnace WQtk that ha& fgtllen to my shar^ 
would, be ^ffii^i^nt to consvimc'i^oth itand tbemi 
^Qthing but the tru^ riches qan abid^ God's fire^ 
^11 dros$ and tip, iledh and blood, ^Upersitition 
^nd human invention, nsttural padsions and' fleshly 
afibctioDs« blind zeal and legal strife, a fair sbej^r 
ill the fles^ ^nd a covering not of God*s Spirit, 
feigned f^ith and barren hopes, cannot stand 
thje)fiery test of a broken law. Through merciy 
J am in. Uilerahle health, ^nd comfortable iii 
hQ|>e, kaowing in whom I have believ^d^ Adieu. 

Yours most affectionately, • 

W, H. s. s/ 



, . I I ^ ' ' 
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Dec. 31, JSOg. 

aday, tbe eighth of next month, I hope 
ind, if God will, to be at Cranbrook. I 
jin to long to see you, hoping the barrel 
e meal, the cruse some oil, and the cup 
erflowings I^ft. I have of l^te passed 
lany changes, yea many in a day ; some 
g and abasing, some softening and 
log, some stubborn and inflexible, some 
; and cheering ; but all transient. Ease 
has never been my lot; though flesh 
id gives her voice, and pleads hard for 
e of the question. God will have a 
of spiritual sacrifices, which must rise 
ferent frames and different operationsi of 
)irit. Burnt offerings must have fire; 
Terings must have friendship ; freewill 
1 must have submission; incense must 
loke ; the sacrifice of a broken heart 
i'e hammers, reproach, and troubles; anc^ 
Eferings must have love. 

Farewell, Isaac. 

The Coalheaver. 
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Jan. 10^ 1812. 



l^XLLOW (labourer, 

The living soul is the only creature under the 
sun that lays troubles and their causes to heart; 
the dead put far away the evil day. Wave upon 
wave have passed over me of late, and deep has 
called unto deep : before I have emerged out of 
one trouble another has flowed ib. And I really 
wonder to see the fruit of these many travels. 
The Hebrews are continually crawling out of 
their holes. The sackcloth is put off; the bands 
of the neck are loosed, the beautiful garments 
are put on, and salvation goes forth as a lamp 
that burns. The harder I labour, the more they 
break forth, which greatly encourages me ; for, 
seeing this, I am the more resigned to the yoke, 
for God Almighty sends his children from all 
parts of the nation to our place- 

We seem to be the only little companies 
with whom the offence of the cross i^ not ceased : 
we have all the reproach and scandsfl, and seem 
to have all the success. We have lately lost two 
by death, whose end answered the promise ; and 
this week two more have informed me that they 
are come in their room ; so that we, being many, 
are still one bread ; and, as the stale is taken 
away, the new is set in its room, hot from the 
live coals, standing on the golden table ; shew- 
bread, bread that shews itself, or the bread ^^ 



I is to see God face to face. Tw'u 
ore have come to offer themselvea,. 
ared dougli-baked, like E[)liraim--a 
rned. One cake of shew-bread ouj 
'e was balf dooe. Ephraim claimed 
Israel in profession, but in heart he 
to idols. 

le ago a baker in at professtoD, but in 
e from Nottiogham, whose cotinte- 
st its sadness. A grocer in Loodon, 
ut of the country, and sat long uri- 
aving heard of my Bank of Faith, 
Followed him, till lie got it, though 
1 afraid to read it ; hut after many 
TCDtured, and found some instruc- 
ting providcikce. He then came to 
rhen he sunk before the truth, and 
came on ; and he found himself io 
cither to allow that those whom he 
re wrong, and had belied me, which 
arity, zealously affected, cannot sub- 
IT else that all those arc right, and I 

which conscieoce will not allow. 

has gone on at this strait gate; 
(tin with us, havibg run to and fro 
Igc is increased. Another account 
nred, wherein the man informs me 
f his own kindling, in which he lon« 

country;-oftlie wonderful accounts 
ireachers in London, and of his long- 
1 to town, dut be might hear. He 
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eSLfn^ and |)«reuecl.%i^ for two y^rt,anf|,<(. 
a hajf^ with Ji^old presuinptipii ciainiii^^ the 
Lord as hk SavJQur^ yWjh^n hi^ carnal j^as^ioi^a 
mrere iixKn^^d^ clirvioe loy^ w^» enjoyejd.j if he 
$|ied tearSy it wfs« refreshiMg from, Gpfl's pi'Of 
seocp. -Dijrif^g.the two ^years that ^^ ha§ Ijecp . 

- ■ * - 

among %k$ Im trouble casne on, aad thei9.w; can]^ 
in; ]^H$\xmij^t\(^hgw^ way, and be hacl^o nj^or^ 
claims upon God j yet be saw tbe trut^ aBd;|;l^/^ 

l»eauty qt iti and V^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^'%P^t it;. . 

. ' ■ ' - ' • ■» 

And, when J pr^acbed three: trn[\e9 frpflj tbfi?^, 
wai;d^i. " Tl^t tl^ey m^y b^ ope, wa «s^" ttj^. j^-.^ 

fcjiee (c^ame.. ., ,. . - • i. ... .^ •>;' .. .• . .- 
^apcwell ;. the beirs of ipron^jse injeA-q^s^, .,. ., 

k, 

,){ . * 1 III <— <|ipii»i> i' I I •>• ■: «-\>'«r'^>^ rr(« j 
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My dearly l)eloved brother and true yblcefellbw. 

A^ yet ^od has net .given h5 j9V5ep,,qi>^,,,tl}f|^,, 
wiUr^of our!ejnpmiea>. Bsor left ws >n •ibeirt:,^^^ 
a&u. |MPey lotlidr t^eth* But let us by no niean?j , 
put far away the evil day, lest it over^k^ u^ f^^ 
a thief. Tidings are come this morning to ni^ \ 
and I fear they are too true, .that ^r Per<;iy^| , 
was shot dead last night in the Housi?. of Cojci^- j 
monsw This- man, under God, appeare^i to,^e,^ 
as' a father to* his country. Jsacob|nisti[i ^ern^^, 
%0'bea}^it3 height, and tiie devil.c^rtainly rei&^&& ^ 
in t^e hear»ts of tho«e men,, foi* tlgie l^aat su^, 
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jrand of God appear on their very couiitcnaticesj 
ind their faces are as flames. But the King of 
cings still holds the reins of government. 

Sometime ago I found my mind remarkably 
irm, equipt with fortitude, and had a sense of 
3od's presence constantly with me ; insomuch 
hat I seemed fearless, confident, and bold, and 
ully persuaded that God would be with me; 
ind my constant purpose was to cleave close to 
lim, however matters might go with us> At 
ihese times I often thought of Paul's words T6 
Timothy ; " but thou hast fully known my doc- 
rine, manner of life, purpose," &c. But now I 
'eel my soul stack, my mind faint, energy is 
panting, and my all and only one seems further 
ind further from me; and when he goes all 
!;oes, for without him nothing can he done. 
iVhat changes do pass upon us poor potsherds 
)f the earth ! I am now dead and cold, inactive, 
Iry, parched, forma!, logal, stiff, peevish, conse- 
{uentiat and self-conceited ; appearing as some- 
;hing, though less than nothing; and this is 
The Doctvb himself. 



ccccLxiir. 

Hermes Hill, July 2?, 1612. 
MY DEAR B'ftlENDS, 

[ EECEiviD yours yesterday in the Chapel, and 
hank you for it. Our new place is remarkably 
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attended) and God owns and honours his own 
work, and gives testimony to the word of his 
grace. I think 1 never had the success that I 
have had in this place; it has been the wedding 
chamber, the banqueting house, and the nursery 
to many ; and I may say that I bring forth 
fruit in old age, to shew that the Lord is upright. 
I am grown old, and have many infirmities that 
stick close to me ; a bad coiK^h, the rheumatism, 
and the gravel in my loins ; so that it is with 
difficulty I can walk; and I find that these 
daily increase upon me, insomuch that, after 
having finished my labours on the Lord's day, I 
do not recover myself before Tuesday ; and 
therefore I conclude that my travelling times 
are over. I suffered much in my younger days, 
and I now feel the effects of it ; yet in the pul- 
pit i forget and lose all my complaints, for there 
I am really more than myself. The Lord is very 
indulgent to me in the decay of strength and 
health ; he is my great physician, my healing 
balm, my saving health, my life, and the length 
of my days. For, although my outward man 
decays, the inward man is renewed day by day. 
I have been enabled, through rich grace, to hold 
fast the truth which the Lord hath taught me, 
and now I reap the benefits of it; my Saviour 
has been my all in all, and I now feel and enjoy 
his all-sufficiency, for he keeps me low and little 
in my own eyes ; often sweetly meekened, soft- 
ened, and melted ; with much nearness to him 
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4 freedom with hJNB ; vith 4bc meet tfu j t y 
cut of solid peace, and die alxiuiidii^ of • 
>Dd hopf. &Ij eoenici wvodcr auicb tb^ a 
loe b)w»uU be bulk by ^ au^^rc^tioB. >t «• 
4Knse of ^SOOO, without coUecti«^ or evcft 
g^ng'Of fibers. It has been dope by tbff Uf^ 
ripbons of our owj] fficiu^ which wttHUsbey 

our evil observers, yho (espqi for joy at Ibc 
irniag of. t^ old «hapei 

Yob infonn me that yo^ are cs spockkd 
rd«, j»d dwell alone; and you do ligh|: ^ 
ml b» chosen us out of the woJtld. jWd bi^ 
ide us to di&r ; aod be tells »» txt ^oflis.oirt 
)m QiDong them* and to be septwate. . If .theft 
any happiaew to be found in this wqrld, if , 
y joy, eorafort, pr j>eace ; if any rest, imif- 
dtt, or vatjsfactioo ; they are to be fQuqd^oi^lf, 

faith in Christ J^us ; must lie betw«en bin 
d our own consciences j all besiilcs if f^ajaity 
d vexatioB of soul Even otir fornier days ^ 
nity and folly tell us, that destructi<Hi^^ 
aery are in all the ways of sinners, y^arfi 
;ht ; I believe Mr. C. will be a good ipinjstfC 

Jesus Christ Tbe Lord ^jYom you. Gf^$ 
d peace be with you ! «p,pray> yowr 90c^tif»' 
: fflend, ,, 



W'H.,S.,sJ;; 
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^ , « f . « . Cricklcwood* , 

Mt dear Driena's' letter catme safe to hand ; but 

I 'am I'aiiie 'with the rheumatism in my hip, and 
d^hot watfc without great pain: faith however 
is not lame, nor in a staggering condition- at * 
pf^Jrat; "^nbf inblihed to halt, as heretofore; 
nlif'io feaslfy tnbVed, as'in times past; nor quite* 
i6'stow*1n'fier motions, as formerly hath beeB^ 
tftfe ci^t^ whcrf the too bktn returning fits or ' 
Uftfcleifef* assaircd* her. Manjr cofripliin^fs,^ fjfte' 
yttxri/ has tfhfieltef wrought in' the members 6f^ 
thelibd^if sin and de^th; and ili'any i page of'* 
h8ly Vrit has''befen •penned, ntany'an dpistli hasf- * 
becd'nt'f^iitenl'niatiy sermons have beeriprekch- ^ 
t6jvlifi AuMK gS6d cbtrnsel has beeii giveri^ arid^ ' 
irahy jfr^<S8uy'pfomiseS have been' madH," to' ' 
eteifa^e uV'ttJ beat thisf'unholy Wkv, tb jirac-^* 
tife'^Atf-Heniil;' to/bear the cross With patfcface;*' 
bft* lifVef allywe " thatare'in this fabeirnsrcle' do- 
gfoan';\)eiti^'^btirdenedr'* but -wb ai-e not 'at** 
holhi«¥n4!ife-<!i^h; Mt^s but a- tabernadle pitched ^ 
for ptIgtiiliSj and for way-fering tnen, and shall - 
«hxljjnMist,bCjtaken'down, and* rebuilt after the* 
pattern of hts, who once tabernacled among u$. 
Satan is' the god of this world by usurpation, 
and man became a voluntary slave and d radge 

t9X.. itx« M 
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to him, by yielding obedience to his lies, and 
disobeying God's truth. This base and sinful 
act in Adam opened the door to sin, when sin 
entered, and death by sin. Upon these two 
pillars^ the devil erected his throne ; man's 
heart became the strong man's palace; the 
devil ruled in the children of disobedience, and 
spread his own bane throughout the world. 
The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life, these are not of God the Father, 
but of the god of this world. But the second 
Adam, from his fulness, communicates by his 
Spirit another crop of incorruptible seed, which 
lives and abides for ever. This makes two dis- 
tinct natures in one person; "that which is barn 
of the Spirit is spirit." The chief parts of this 
blessed seed are light and life, faith, hope, and 
love.; these came down from above, the others 
are from .beneatli ; and how can these opposites 
accord? No concord between Christ and Belial, 
nq agreement between sin and graced God has 
left in all his children the old crop, to remind 
u£^ of our base origin, to hide ptide from our 
eyes, to exclude boistihg from outhps^ and to 
keep us from putting any confidence in the 
flesh. It is to exercise our grace, especially 
patience ; to make us watchful, to make us 
constant and earnest in prayer, to make uS 
sensible of the depth of man's fell, and, filially, 
to exalt the grace of God ; to make us sick^of 
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self, and sick of the world; sick of sin, and to 
-teach us ta. prize the great Pbysiciao, and to 
make us long for that perfect. rest which re- 
maineth to the people of God. Sin is purged 
by the death of Christ, and;detlironed by the 
grace of. the holy Spirit: we are justified, from 
-it by faith in Christ's righteousness, and ira 
shall take our final leave.of it at death. Teader 
my respects to your husband and brother-in- 
law, while! remain. 

Yours m affection, 

w.HiS. s: 



,- ■"/:,.ccc?cLXv* ■ ", . .■ , 

" Church Strectj Paddingtoti. 

<rH)<,c^nes to ac)cnow1edge the reception of 
yours. ;A 'uiultUudc of concerns on my head, 
jieirt and. hands, has been.the cause of my long 
silfufle. Qpd, I know, does not-afflict.wilUng- 
ly, , nor grieye-tlw children of ^men- without 
cause. It ie 'sin, and for sin, ,tbat he visits 
with the rod; and> -when the rod -rests long on 
the sinner, it is often occasioned by his sloth, 
want of fervency in prayer, minding worldly 
things-more thanthe things of God; or else 
US 
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ecret sia is nourished, cherished, aod cleared 
o; or some toordinate affection, which is a 
nember of the old inaD, keeps the soul from 
jod. These cause Ephr^m to tarry long io 
be place of the bieakiog forth of children. 
'The diligent soul ^lall be made fat." "Call 
ipon me in the time of trouble, and I will de- 
iver thct" But, "if I regard iniquity in roj 
leart^ the Lord will not hear me." If we would 
xamine, and prove ourselves, we might easily 
ee what engrossed the heart and employed the 
sind, and what is uppermost in the thoughts; 
nd, whatever it be, it is God's rival, which 
irovokes to jealousy. " I have smitten Ephraim, 
lut he is gone on in the way of his heart; it 
ras for the iniquity of his covetousne^ that 

smote him," and for this idolatry. 

When salvation came to Zaccheus, he rc- 
ormed ; and in this Way David turned his feet 
God's testimonies. However, contmual 
trtpdv and God's walk) Qg copt,i:?ry to us; 
rosaupqq Qrq^s, a;idj^mene&s ojfspuj^ from day 
» day;, l^c hangiag in dopbt bffpre us, and 
ledit^tions of terror; will both »a^den# and 
icken us too, in timt;; and. if w,e Jbelotig to 
lod, he wilt, by one means or other,, bend us, 
nd bow our necks, fo . his yoke. He is never 
t a loss for means ; ;Lpd, wb^n he is^ plegkS!9d tf> 
tnctify the mean^,, we, sfiajl bl^ss him fc^ 
rery dispensation. I am sure I haive iausei'^sa 
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to do ; a^nd I hope yoa will also in God's time. 
If he wounds, he heals ; if he strips lis, he wiU 
clothe us ; if he brings low, he will lifl up. 
Submit to his will, and persevere in prayer; 
and you will, ere long, see what a day will 
bring forth : the day of the Son of Man is be* 
fore US. 

Farewell ; my love to your spouse, apd believe 
me to be, 

Affectionately yours in Christ, 

W. H. S. Si 



CCCCLXVI. 

J)ear Friend in the Lord, 

*J HAVE bden informed more than once, that 
you want toste, to hear, to know, sLnd to fe^l 
something^ of the w6rth, the sweetness, aiwi the 
[ savour of " that just oue," which i t pleased the 
father of alt mercies, and God of all comfort, 
to revedl in' ttie, as the wonder of all wonders, 
tt is nbw'ne^r' thirty-one years sintre fche^^ ex-r 
iiibition ' of' tfir^ Vision bf peace appeared in all 
Ills fulhfe^s^ 'in all his bealfty, and ih all hrs 
glor^,';^to fibdi*, sdf-lost, self-despairing and 
selfcS'id^mri^d'' me: 'But rhb effect of the 
virion siill r6mal6^; *^The jdst main shall live 
^Kll^di!^^ the live dOcTl, the viVal heat, the 
^ * ' i^c • uii-* sbul-di^solving flame, and 
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CCCCLXVU. 

DEAR FRIEND, 



i ESTBaDAT was a da^^ of prayer with poor me. 
Weakness, contrition, and a stretch after God, 
abode lotig with rne. When my heart conceives 
her evangelical fulness, my soul longs to pour 
it back into the fountain from whence it came, 
dnd not to spend the rich contents upon fellow 
inortals, knoWing that it is intended, at such 
secret se^lsorts, 'to Vurbish' OS for spiritual 
sacrifices. ■■_ '^'^J- '"■' ' '"■ ' 

■ Last fiight Mr. O; 'fcklt^d, and told me he 
had received 'a line froiiiX. informing him that 
you was 'niuch battel',' and txp^cted to preach 
on Siiittiay'nefkif;' This /klU'ed me quite: I 
knew nttt'rfMt* to 'szf-.'mf Keart was ove#- 
'wlie!ftj<^H. Whatf Wm God perform 'his prd- 
mise in"'a caSe'io pferllbus,' and 'almost des- 
perate?- Will 4ie restore cotoCorts to tphrairii, 
and' td^lw^' who have so Wng bemoaned him ? 
What! Shall the dead praise 'him? Shall his 
iaftlifdtlne^s be declared in destruction, and his 
tiirth ia th6 land of tijrgetfiilness? I know not 
irtiat W ¥»y';' tny 'soul is overwhelmed; my 
belly wants vent ; my heart glows with grati- 
tude to 'tiiyGofl^'riiy Father,' my portion, mj 
Centrt!, my £lnal end, and my only fulness. 
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Many years of hard labour and sonl dis- 
couraging travail have fallen to my share ; in 
which perils my heart and my flesh have often 
fainted and failed ; but God, who worketh in us, 
fainteth not, neither is weary; "he giveth 
power to the faint, and to thepi that have no 
mig^ht he increaseth strength ;" and so have 
I found it. When under the most cutting dis^ 
appointments, and long delays; wheii prayer 
was most fervent, and most frequent ; then thjB 
expected reti^rns seemed the most distant j and» 
.whefi. the most energy and power ttrought 
within, the' most gloomy prospects appeared 
without. Faith cried, "All things are possible;^ 
but reason said, '' It i^ impossible.' '*' Against 
^pe, believing in hope;" a livitig confidence 
within,' and the reign of death without;; these 
KPd' crooked things indeed, agd pone but G«d 
Canmniake'tbetf straight But we ^Te.bofB t^ 
peC' what a» omnipotent arm can j^rfwih/' lAid 
^hat ilvaEchlets grace can effects - '^Hfe -that 
fcegetteth a'wise son shall havojoy efihiirtt'' 

-God bless thee ; I shallepend'the rest of Oiy 
fpuse'in' prayer; ■ ■ ■. . ■ n, ;; i i'.i'\ ..-. 

■ '"' ■ ■■^vcrydiir^''' ■" "'■■ 
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. CCCCLXVIII. 

' June 1806. 
BELOVED FBIEKD, 

J. HE Ijot^e-leecli lias twp daughters, crying 
.*■ Give,: give ;" and these differ little from tb« 
f on of iny ypws. IJowever, I am not half s9 
Kuic^ terrifted at his dangers, perils, and out^- 
cri^e, as heretofore; for he himself is well per* 
SMa4fv4 that he. is out of all danger, though he 
WP!%ld wish me to helieve what he doth not 
h.iinflflf' They most certainty were what I 
^U baring pains, becaMse many of the fea-> 
l.m'e^.iAetnhers,. joints,, and lineaments of th« 
nam ■ creature ^ai^ared ; these were come ta 
the .'birth, but there was not strength ta bring 
£iirilbk : l/t.v&.'caat* out fear, and faith must 
eatch.hejd, Mfid: hold fast love : aod one branch 
•fd&ithfa hardest labour is to say. withjchnj 
** WenhavQ believed tbeJove that God- hath to 
«»l"; . OR , wish . Patd, "I am perauaded that 
neither life nor death shall separate u» from th« 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus." 

There was not strength to bring forth j fait^ 
was too feeble to hold fast love, and therefore 
Esau pulled his hand in again; and the child 
Af old Adam yet strives and struggles with the 
jaQer JPitaq,; But "ahaH I cax^e to travail^ and 
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ratise to bring forth?'! Shall I begin, 
I quicken, and by fears and terrors cause 
avail, and not shed abrdad ray love in 
hearts, when I have promised by love to 
them to me? Or shall I cause to bring 

and shut the womb, saith thy God? - 
I cause light, life, hope and failfti to come 

and keep back, and shut up my pur- 

and promised love, by withholding tlie 
ised consolations?' No; "- Aa one whom 
lother comforteth, so will I comfort yj3U, 
■ou shall be comforted in Jerusalem ; "— 
is, in the new covenant, the promises of 
I are Zion's brertts; and the comfort of 
is the milk ; and, when the promises flow 
len "you shall suck the breasts of her 
lation, you shall milk out and be delighted 
the abundance of her glory." 
arity ediBeth, or buildeth- up; and, when 
builds up Zion, then, hc^.app^rs in. his 
But faith works l^y lm%r and;.love 
i up in God; and encouraging faUh is 
ing upoa, our most holy faith ^ *^,iaith, 
a love. But what li.call. ZJonV bqating 

often abate, anil a «ens«lrw~stt)p^r .^{i^ 
; for tliis wind blow^th vvhen ai^^'^ei.^ 
low it ,listcth; but the p^inis- are, ,nf,v^ 
dry, hopeless, barren, nor vpid ^fjenejgjj 
rmerly ; and this ts true,.,becaijj|e ^n^t;^ 
ps9, sweetness, and tenderness, are felt, 
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end much evaDgelical refreshments are enjoyetl. 
Much love to God, much pity to Christ, and 
vengeance on self, attend these bearing pains 
of Zton.. 

: I wonder not at B; T. He has rendered evil 
for good, and: evil shall never depart from his 
house. All the devil's pafis, which have served 
to lift him up with notions of the prophetic 
ofGce, he has embraced as impulses ^om God: 
but he will be undeceived when Satan enters 
into hipi.' 

w. H. s. s: 



C.CCCLXIX. 

November 19, 1800, 

ijA«T night my dear friend's letter came to 
liand; in which I find he is still indisposed, 
weak and i6w; doubting, fearing, staggering 
dnd halting, limping and wavering. However, 
this-I'believe, that the Spirit of all grace is the 
fruit and eff&ts of Christ's deith; and of his 
mediation; and is received by the Mediator, 
ataid comes from him and from God through 
hi*t ;' ' that every grace is a fruit of the Holy 
, ^iS^irit, eVeu from -the first implantation of fear 



to the perfection of love ;- and that every grace 
bai a secondary fruit, which is called the re- 
vivals of the good work. Activity, vhich 
keeps the soul on the wing, or on the stretch 
for God, springs from the life df grace. When 
these are languid, we hear complaints; 
** Strengthen the things which remain, that are 
Tisady to die, for I have not found thy works 
perfect before God." 

■Thus activity and vigour spring from life; 
joy from faith; comfort from love ; quietudi; 
from .peace; patience from hope; and hu- 
tuility} or lowly mindedness, from weakness. 
But tlie thief'upon the cross could not,eiyoy 
any of ithese supernumeraries; and some. are 
saved and delivered at last, " who through 
the,,f«ar of death were all their liftitimc sub- 
ject ito bondage ; " and some have received the 
word, with joy who were never saved at all. 
3p|i ^t ope that «ver received the ,wprd )ii 
i»i,tbf ,Qi;,til)at.ijfaa brokeu and pn^de cofft^ite by 
it, Br.brppgM tp ,tren,vble at it, \fa^ e,rer,ca6t 
*wjiy^.j,:J(Ipr,ris ^ih to, be prpvejl if^,jq^,,pf>r 
the .ftrpagt^i pf it tq ^ in,ea^Uirt;d >y lovc^ Tbp 
f3it|h-fti'?Jv!l^:Rever appcfirpd so strqag;,as i^^bi?^ 
S^IM .IftidTb^d at him. M^^^ ^f^WtSm^P'^. 
IMftt iiii^B-Jpl'5e4,wrruptipns ,ma4e,.hip Assr 
J*I»W;£j?!r!?*{i4?nce ;s;ripped, hinj;. ^nt^ 
p«ii<)$I .bio^i God's ,wi^th.lowefc4,:5ffi?*'i^i9V 
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and hh arrows stuck fast in hitn ; cnetni^ rc-^ 
vifecl him, and friends condemned him : Never^ 
thcless, says he, " Though he slay me yet will 
I trust in him, and maintain my own ways before 
him/* He knew the integrity, the honesty, and 
tiprightness, of his soul, however pdi-verse hii 
nature was. 

Miny that you and I know, who pretend M 
much; more joy, peace, qiiietude, and apparent 
assurance, than eveV you have hiad, were they 
stripped of these, and theit* souls put in thy 
soul's steady would' sink, and not stand; li^ 
down, and not fight; give up, and not hpkl 
feist; biit say, with H^zb'kiah, I shall see mati 
tto more in this world, nor God in the hextl^ 
^ as a lioD; so will he break all my bones 5 front 
morning even to night he will make an end df 
me/* It is easy to believe whfen love burnsj. 
joy flames, the glory of grace is fresh in usj 
the light sfhining on the path, the bow reflewcd 
in 3in^:^hand, God's secret choice bf u^uppe^*^ 
m6^t iu 6iur frail tabernacles,' wfe^ii^'Gdd i# 
bleksiii^the wotk' bf our hand^, knfl 'p'eace'.an* 
pfbfeperity* attending the- house, ^nd^all^n iti 
Bdi? ih^' faith ha$ stood in a sevetrifoy slircrigth!, 
sb' li^aainf trti r^arthe endltts* hilU ' 6f 2^, when 
tfii^^ inverse- of all the above ' attei^*cd rttefi 



OTti evity sidei,]and hof ptoi^^tj^ts bu^^dP 



174 

peaee, but of the spirit and power of Elijah*: 
nor do I believe that Jeremiah, during forty 
years, enjoyed only what is found in his fifty- 
first chapter; but likewise zeal, anger, sorrow, 
fortitude and courage; if it be true that " out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 
cth." Neither does God search, try, chasten, 
and scourge, such^sinn^rs as rare not in these 
troubles, who never see nor feel sin, being 
destitute of light and life ; for he will not search 
these till the great day, when*^the heavens shall 
reveal their iniquity, and the earth shall 'rise 
in judgment against them. It is the churches 
that Christ tries; "All the churches shall know 
that I am he that searcheth the reins and the 
hearts.'* And such, and only. such, are sinners 
in God's sense; and he hath sworn that he. has 
no pleasure in the death of such, nor shall they 
ever die.. 

If you had not stood by faith, you must ere 
0OW have fallen into apostasy; if you had no 
, hope, y Oil ;must.r have despaired; and, if no 
tfust.in tliCj'Lqrd, 3rau could never hkve been 
a»:mouni Zion, that cannot be moved,xmder all 
the :9tomis abavt^- and inundations beneatb. 
Thisis,your portiori ;take:it-^". thou hast been 
a/help: toftte-poortia his distress, a sti'ength to 
, the. ^ueedyl when the blast. of the terrible ones 
i» at a ^tomi jagainsfr the Avail." Every saviug> 
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effect of Vife has been, and is, in the soul of my 
h/eloved. Sin is his grief, and corruption his 
pl^ue, which cannot be the case where only 
ourijiature reigns, He feels the frowns of God, 
and his smiles; his near approaches and de- 
partures; his enlarging presence and contracting 
abse;nce. He gets callous at his anger, and 
melt$ in his love; he has an appetite for all he 
promises!, and greedily snaps up every crumb 
that falls, and feeds uppn bitter ;stripes more 
than 0^ carnal ease; and, if this is not life, 
I am aL^ uHer stranger to ,Z ion's choicest 
b jes^ing^. Remember the poor Doctor, 
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» . I 



November 1312, 
Grace mercy and peace be with my Son. 

Usis, as a creature, a subject and a servant 
of our good old iking George, whom it isthir 
diUy to. serve with body and mind* But T trust: 
my dear frjend is a new creatupe^ partaker of 
a new nature, and engaged in the holy war* 
fare; and, -as such, that he is a servant of the 
I^ard of. hosts, the God of alt armies, and a; 
soWier of Christ, the captain of our (and I niay 
say of all) salvation* He is the sword of thine 



Excellency, the shield of thy help ; in famine 
he will redeem thee from death, and m'Var 
from the power of the sword. Faith fighttf 
under his banner, and his banner over us in 
love. ' , 

I have been this morning begging of God is 
thy behalf; and I believe that God wiH'MeitP 
prayer, and bring you back agiin tt) SnglaDdi 
Trust thou in o^r own Captain, who has'%altdj^ 
'^ a thousand shall fail at thy ri^ht hand, 'and 
ten thousand at thy left, but no (Dlague'shallcOme 
nigh thy dvVclling/* And let me advise thee 
to watch the hand of .the Lord, for he says that 
*^ his hand shall be known towards his servants^ 
and his indignation ^^owards h j^ enemies." And 
I doubt not but you will see who are preserved, 
and who are numbered to the sword. God our 
Saviour is the shield of faith ; he is the helmet , 
of our hope, and the breastplate of our righ- 
teousness, which is impenetrable; notfafing can 
go through it, neither from men nor devils; 
it is oar ai-mour, and God himself provided 
it for us. Satan's darts never could make any^ 
impression on this panoply, much less the arras ^' 
of men. Watch his discriminating providence, 
and you will see many tokens for good turned 
up, which faith will look at and feed upon; 
many promise! will fly in, to prop up the heart, 
which when you have time you ahould pen 
down> that they be not fiorgotten* Never will 
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y^H be more brave, more valiant, more 
C0uragcou$i or more successful, than when you 
a^e looking to Jesus, with your mind stayed 
upon him ; and he will cover your head in the 
day of battle. "Through faith they subdued 
kingdojns, wrought righteousness, stopped the 
mouAs of lions," &c. )3y his help thou shalt 
run throi^h a. troop, or leap over a wall. My 
pOpr petitions shall be constant in thy behalf, 
ai|(i I am persuaded the Lord will hear me. 
Grac(3 he with thee. 



CCCCLXXI. 



1808. 



Beloved in the Lord Jesus ; 

Ct«ac£ and peace be nmltiplied through; Jesus ^ 
Cht<ist. . I thank you for the hints you droppt^d, 
and hop^ tp be upon my guard agaipst all ^u^h; 
fof l Jiavp.ofije^ thought that .bold pin4^a^d9ned 
hy|H»ci4l^jg9^ mare from the saints' liberality 
thaa * thfti p9lc^■{ ahildi'en . of God. > ^ut h^pw ^o . , 
on,.^^a,|tp;?i.^l>^t^ween the apiritual^ b^idegroQiji" 
aryi.tii?i^<NAljl,i\rt thou, in 9. strait betwfeij t^'o? 
the.l^dj^cjjfawiqg, ,,and Satan pHllipg,b^ac)c;. ^ 
failh. j^fe§3lfi^,,op,,.?nd unbe|i^f han^in^at Uei: , 
hepl^ (Jf}y^i^rgoii:ing. 'at,./l«s ,prpenw, a^d; , 
cnfpity.,^gjp^ing at his absence; confessing 

VOL. III. N 
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ne interest in him when he comes, and 
;giDg a thousand pardons for thus presuming 
en he withdraws? Through evil report and 
>d report ; through darkne&s and through 
lit; licavenly sweetness and heartfelt bitter- 
s; divine joy aod deep sorrow; budding 
>es and perplexing doubts ; a thirst for holi- 
s, while clogged with vileness. JJut the 
er shall serve the younger ; grace shall reign, 
I sin within shall make us sick of self, drive 
■to Christ for help, and chase us from all 
iBdence in the flesh. God has chosen the 
)r ill soul rich in faith ; and alt that faith 
ngs in is our own for evermore. Every pro- 
ie which faith applies, pardon and peace, 
: and light, rest and quietude, comfort and 
, righteousness and strength, all abide for 
:r and ever; and, if we lose the sense, or 

enjoyment of them for a season* it makes 

difference ; they are all treasured, up in 
rist's fulness for us; and but of his fulness 
J are received, and given to u8 as a pledge, 

earnest, and as the firstfruits, to assure, our 
irts that the whole harvest of glory is ours 
;ternally ours iu Christ Jesus, the Ifird of 

and glory. 

This, brother grazier, is our trade ; om high, 
y, and heavenly calling. And I believe ui 

soul that I have obtained more gain iu one 
ir at this business, than all the gzaziers is 
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Leicester have received from Smithfield in a 
hundred years. The fruits of the Spirit are 
goods laid up for many years ; and those who 
have stored their hearts with this treasure may 
say, " Soul, take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry;" for it is a treasure in the heavens, 
where no moth corrupteth, nor thief approach- 
eth. In this better part, this enduring sub* 
stance, may you and I for ever trade, and deal 
fargely : and sure I am that our profits will be 
exceeding great — no less than an eternal weight 
of glory ! vfhWc thousands, who now sle&p, will 
beg io harvest, and have nothing. 

Yours in the best of all bonds, 

W. HtJNTlNGTON, S. S. 



CCCCLXXII, 

ft 

December 7> 1810. 

1 YEsUEKDiiY received my dear friend's letter, 
aiid an> sorry to find him so low. But, whether 
we ascend the mount, descend the valley, or 
oor feet stand in an even place, God works his 
own will in all thete. On the mount we may 
speak wisdom in a mystery ; in the valley 
become weak to the weak ; in an even placc^ 
confirm the churches ; and, if in chains, speak to 
them under the law. We must not judge of 

N 2 
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success by our frames. Comfort does not per- 
form tlie whole work on mount Zion, but 
crowns it. Sons of thunder, and sons of oil, 
are both in God^s hand. Nor are all prospects 
confined to the hills. You read of 'the valley 
of vision, where deep things are discovered out 
of darkness, and the shadow of death brought 
to light, by being turned into the morning ; and 
it is here that the morning star appears, the 
first harbinger of glory. Some rays of the Sun 
succeed ; and on the beams hereof we ascend 
the munitions of rocks, to see the King in his 
beauty ; but, when these beams of his chambers 
are withdrawn, the old vail closes again, to 
inform us that he, who dwelleth in the light 
that no mortal can approach — no eye hath seen 
nor can see — he who only hath immortality — 
was separate from sintiers; the prince of this 
world had nothing in him; yet all believing 
sinners are one with him, and one in him; 
though the prince of this world hath so much 
in us, for *• who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ?" O the gloomy and dismal vail that 
hangs so heavy over us! this makes darkness 
the Lord's pavilion. Nevertheless, his good- 
ness passes before us. In this we see his back 
parts, but his face shall not be seen. So it was 
under the law; but not so bad under the gos- 
pel. He there shone on Moses' face, which 
glory was skin deep; the skin of Moses' face 
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did shine. But all these were shadows, and 
not so much as the image of the things. But 
Christ is the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person. And the gospel 
is a glass, which reflects a more exact likeness 
than all the images of the sculptor, the portraits 
of the linger, or the types of the ceremonial 
law. And for this reason — the open and saving 
visions of faith under the gospel are no less 
than a divine exhibition of the most sacred 
Trinity, .wjiich under the law was known by 
\vord, but very dimly with respect to vision* 

Observe the apostle-r—Moses put on a vail> 
but we. do not so, for we see with open face. 
Gofi Sthone on Moses' face; but he shines into 
Qur hearts, to give us *Uhe light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ;" and, "while we look as through 
a glass darkly, we are changed into the same 
image, from glory to glory, qs by the Spirit of 
the Lord." There is the light, knowledge, and 
glory of the Father, the face of Jesus, arid the 
transforming operations of the Spirit. I often 
look back at this ; weep, moan, and struggle 
to break forth, but all in vain ; for we are sur- 
rounded with corruptioH, and blinded by the 
devil. These are the grave clothes that keep 
us down, and the napkin that keeps us blind. 
And, if we (who are to feed others) are indulged, 
and permitted to ascend the mount, the lads 



and the asseft abide at the foot of the foill while 
we ascend to worship. Christ came down from 
the mount of transfiguration when he preached 
to the people, and cast out devils. Moses 
must descend to speak to Israel, who were 
almost dead at the sight of his countenance, 
till he wrapped his face in a mantle. What we 
crave, the wicked shun : we wish his presence 
to go with us, while the wicked perish at the 
presence of God. In short, all things combine 
tp keep us down ; the weakness and darkness 
of the people, their want of spiritual perception 
to . discern, their dull ears and groBs hearts, 
which keep us lying among the pots ; for, get 
but the wings of a dove, and you are out of 
sight — the preacher is hid in a corner! And, if 
at any time we do see eye to eye, it is when 
we are all wrapped in a cloud together. , . 

My poor dear Jenkins is gone ; but God has 
given me one more, who seems to be after my 
own heart. God prosper him, bless him, and be 
with him ; this is the prayer and desire of thine 
jstffectionate brother, friend and servant, 

ThI CoALHEAVtR. 
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CCCCLXXIII. 

December 2Q, 1805. 

The Coalheaver to the Son of his vows sendeth greet*- 
ing, with perfect peace, and at such a time. 

I LOKO to know how you go on. As for tnc^ 
shortness of breath, and many inflrmities pe^*- 
culiar to old age, invade me. But, though the 
outward man decay, the inward, if not renewed 
day by day, is revived, refreshed, reanimated, 
and at times enlarged. My views are still ex- 
tended in some measure ; clear and harmonious, 
so as to grasp the mysteries of the kingdom^ 
the blessings of the covenant; and the noble 
security of God's council in his dear Son; I 
therefore conclude, with the wise man^ that 
** it is a precious thing for the eyes to behold 
the Sun." But a greater than Solomon has said, 
•'Blessed are your eyes, for they see; and 
your ears, for they hear.'' I am led to pay 
particular attention to this new man, knowing 
that when he thrives things go on well in 
Judah: *'Judah yet ruleth with God, and is 
faithful with the saints." He is a Jew which 
is one inwardly. The inward man, the hidden 
man of the heart, is a Jew. He came wholly 
and solely from the fulness of him who is '' the 



king of the Jew&f* Tbtf must stand iast for 
ever; "What IhavcAmiMii I' have written — 
Je&us of N azar^tb, the king tif the Jews !" 
' 'In^oid titties the patriarchs were priests and 
ki1i>g» in their own families ; hence you read of 
fh^ tabernacles and of the land of Ham, who 
lived to be kin^t of his own children. And 
have' you never read of a certain child bom, 
and a son given, whose name is ^' WonderfuL 
Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlsisting 
Father, and the Prince of Peace ; of the increase 
of his government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with; justice, from henceforth, 
even for ever; the -zeal of. the Lord of Hosts 
will . perform this." Here the everlasting 
Father is the prince and king of his own family, 
and his ownioiparted grace in his own ciinpire-; 
^^.Graofj 9hall r^ign through righteousness to 
eternal util^ by Jesus Chris^f" And this grace 
i^' the. Tillage of the sfoond. Adam, put on the 
Dew .m^in, which is renewed in knowledge 
^ftQfi vth^ im4ge of him that cr^ate4: l^im. Jbe 
empire^of kMig J^essiah, tliereifore^ stands in his 
owniijaagei fftpdevepy oqe wlip beari^ it is a 
SJ^ttJ^Pt jjii bis, l^iugdyiii. ,; Wh^n w,e shall awake 
vifc^ bis bfelsffiesf, the^^the kingdom pf glory 
wU j£i^i«^ ?cftnd, whil^ yre keep pressing on, 
^nd looking through a glass darkly, we arj; 
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changed into- the .aame image from glory to 
gloi^, ttiUr endless ^oxy tak^s place. 
: Isaac, you must drop me a line to say how 
yon go on. I ,am but so so. Last week was 
h »haird' week for aa invalid on his crutches^ 
aod I fed it now; but the shortest day^ and 
ChristmaS'day are both at my back, if the atman 
Hacks are true ; and, like Noah, I am looking, 
longing, watching and waiting for the spring. 
My kind love to dame. 

Ever yours in Jesus, 

W. H. S.S. 



? CCCCLXXIV. 

^ _ . February 17, 1805. 

Yours came to hatid, by which I am glad to 
learn that you are somewhat better; in the out- 
ward miari. The inward, or bidd^ man of the 
heart; must h€ ttted'and exercised ; atid nothing 
works and mfortifitt"* the f*ne\>fed mind more 
thfafi ari dppAffent decay ki' the hidden man of 
tMri !iieart}^ when any ^^f hi* members seem to 
wax fteble; "Stfeng^then the things that re- 
naaiij, that are feady to die.'- In these straits 
I'^v^'tnyiself unto'flrayef ; I atttod to this 
vBry thhig ; aiid this Work is not carried on 
iBflfhc^ut its difficulties, for at times I feel a 



186 

fcluetance ; which if it be sarmounted^ then 
come deadness, distance, straitoeas of speech 
and in spirit, together with a want of energy ; 
while every grace of the Spirit is dormant Still 
it is my business, my duty, my obedience^ and 
my highest privilege, to go to court This is the 
conflict ; and every one will run who is drawn 
by a cord of love tied round the heart But 
to persist when sternly repulsed; to continue 
knocking when the door seems doubly barred ; 
to beg all day long and get nothing — this is 
putting faith to the test ^' My foot hath held 
his steps (says Job), his way have I not de- 
clined." We have not forgotten our God, nor 
dealt falsely in his covenant, ^^ though thou 
hast sore broken us in the place of dragons, 
and covered us with the shadow of death/' If 
we faint here, our strength is small. ^^ He 
spake a parable to this end, that men ought 
always to pray and not to faint" Obey this, 
and there is nothing in heaven or earth that can 
stand before you, except the old man, and even 
he at times dare not shew his head. This is 
the coalheav^r's constant method, though the 
devil and the Rev. Mr. Huntington often unite 
against it 

I had at the beginning of this winter a bad 
cold, and a violent cough, as in the winter I 
generally have; and my breath seemed very 
bad. I mustered up courage, however, and 
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went to my Maker, who I knew could restore 
ine. I told him he had smitten me in that part 
where the hardest of my labour lay, and that 
I believed he could, yea more, that he would 
hear me. I had much energy, and came away 
satisfied* However, I watched a few days and 
the cough continued. Then 1 forgot all about 
it. Nevertheless, some time after it came fresh 
to my mind, and my cough has been gone for 
these three months ; then I went and returned 
him humble thanks. Truth declares the pro- 
mises, and faithfulness makes them good ; and 
we must trust till faith sees the accomplish- 
ment; and, when experience says they are 
sure, faith puts her hand to the seal, and gives 
glory to God. 

I am fully bent, when I^ come, to stay 
over two Sundays, if this plan doth not terrify 
you ; and will give you timely notice, that 
the report may be spread. — Farewell ; grace, 
mercy and peace be with thee. Remember me 
to datoe, and believe me to remain 

Yours in him, 

■ 

W. H. S. S, 



188 



CCCCLXXV. 

t 

Februarj 6, 1810. 

I AM Still poorly, my dear friend ; but will 
drop you a line. The burden which lies the 
heaviest is the whole body of death, as Paul 
calls it; by which he means the whole mass 
of inbred corruption, which brings death, and 
18 the sting of death, bringing on the sentence 
of death, which separates from God, and is 
death iternal. The care of the churches, the 
t)ppositions of men, the infirmities of the body, 
iHc darfs of Satan, the heart-searchings of God, 
al^d dprritual desertions, must be his burden, 
ffer' wc^lcitow'that they are our3, who are wait- 
\n^l^ot the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
the b5dy/ There is a pre-adoption, or pre- 
cTtStSiafibit to the adoption of sons, which is 
WteWtd G6d only; until, upon our believing, 
ii^ls manifested to us also. And there is to be 
a^fiirth^l' manifestation of it to the ungodly 
world, who now laugh at us for our ignorance 
arfad^resuiiiption. Those who shall be Accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrec- 
tion from the dead, neither marry nor are 
giveii in marriage. Neither can they die any 
more ; for they are equal to the angels, and are 
the children of God, being the children of the 
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resurrection ; Luke xx, 34, 37. Here they arc 
to be manifestly the children of God, by being 
the children of the resurrection. At that time, 
however, all our reproaches must be wiped 
off, as it was with the Lord himself; a few poor 
creatures saw, confessed and bore witness to 
his glory, " the glory of the only begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth." But tlxc 
synod of the nation declared him a deceiver. 
And how is this to be decided ? why, by hi$ 
resurrection, which declared him to be thj^ jq^ 
of God with power, according to the Spipjt:}^^ 
holiness, by the resurrection from ^t^ ^,?^^ 
Rom. i. 4. They were to lift upthe.^Oftj^f p?;^^^ 
and then "You shall know thatXaiu he.." ' uxt 
watch at the ^epiilchre xjo^vi^c^ th^.i^b^l^Vjg^ 
ing synod, And.tbe, Holy CJioef,,,^^ Jh9,^pft5^ 

ties, convinced: alj ./pCTit^ft^?^^ ,'l^[fUsgrea^ 
power gave the app^^tlps ^i|Mta^56] of the Te«W|- 
rection of the Lor^ Je^uji, >anji.g^^at gracf^ v^ 
upon them, all." .This is the cqnppk^ion of oiir 
adoption ; and the wicked are to.see the saints 
in the kingdom of God, and they themselves 
tbru8(t out 

My love to all friends. The Lord God of 
Abraham bless thee. Thy friend. the coalheaver 
is sick. 

S. S. 
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CCCCLXXVI. 

October 17, 180S. 

X RECEIVED my dear friend's epistle, with hh 
weighty charge, which is often brought by 
almost every correspondent I have. And I 
have frequently observed that, if there comes 
a young sprig of divinity up to London to 
preach, though not ten days old in orders, he 
generally opens his credentials by a most furious 
oration for the law, and against the antinomian. 
These are his qualification, and evince that he 
is no dunce in the mysteries of the kingdom; 
I am, however, at a point in this, that I am 
far enough out of their reach, and out of their 
sight ; for ** the way is above to the wise, that 
he may depart from hell beneath." Faith puts 
on Christ, and walks in the Son of God ; love 
walks in a God of love; and the regenerate 
walk in the Spirit, who supplies their faith and 
love, so as not to fulfil the lusts of the flesh. 
All these are above to the wise ; and this wis- 
dom is too sublime, too high for a fool — he 
cannot attain unto it. These paths are too evan- 
gelical for the sons, of death, who dealin the 
letter ; and for the whole fraternity of Hagar, 
who always wear a veil, if the weather be hot 
pr cold. 
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My dear frieind seems to be searching for an 
even path^, for comforts of longdurationv and 
for so sumptuous a feast ^s shall last hiip all the 
>vinter. But. he must be contented with much 
begging and little bread. A heaven*bora soul 
ha3 not a wgrse enemy in the whole map of our 
inbred corruptions than a legal, self-righteous 
3pirit. This is the wise maa's spider, which 
taketh ho)d with her hands, and weaves her 
webs, even ip the king's palace — ^in the same 
heart wherein the Saviour reigns. Under this 
baneful influence self is admired and advanced, 
and some ground laid for boasting ; though it 
is never indulged with a kid for all its perfect, 
perpetual, and unsullied services. The bowels of 
it sound like a harp for devils — Cain, Elsau^ Saul^ 
;and Judas ; but it looks all awry at the sons of 
Zion. It is always in a; harry, performing 
wonders, and framing wondrous plans, con- 
ceiving and hatching the cockatrice ^g; One 
smiling look frc^n a lively saint wiU crush it, 
and out comes the vipen It is a curious legis- 
lator, and, seifads forth various codes oi*law% bi»t 
all upoii rue^ annis and cummin ; and rules ' for 
pots^ cups, plaltersy hands amd. fingers; and 
about the uneven. cut of a loaf, the posture of 
the body in prayer, and the time that should be 
continued in that exercise. It would employ 
^vm of Jeremiah's mourning women to sooth, 
bemoan, sympathise with, and suckle it; and 
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in all its noble performances it always looks out 
for spectators; but never looks up, nor yet 
within; for God and sinful self arc both out of 
sight. "Men shall be lovers of themselves," 
says Paul. Self is the grand idol, and* legal 
pride the varnish that overlays it ; and he that 
exalts it shall be abased. But those whom God 
loves, and takes into the bond of his covenant, 
" shall remember their own evil way, and lothe 
themselves in their own sight, when he is 
pacified towards them ; " which pacification 
always takcs^ place when he accepts us in his 
dear Son. 

I was long and sorely exercised with that 
saipe sour, bitter, and unsanctified leaven of the 
pharisees, and with the sad fruits and effects 
which it produces; one of the worst of which 
is smoking jealousy in behalf of my own honour, 
asd envy and hatred at every soul which ap- 
pears bappy in heart, or joyful in hope. But 
tibis principle never reigns when the Master is 
at home ; it is when he takes the bag of money 
with him, and goes a long journey ; then the 
devil, transformed, debauchee the whorish 
hearts, and from those foul embraces come 
forth this spider and its web. 

God bless you all. 

The Doctor. 
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CCCCLXXVII. 

February 25, 1803. 

« 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, 

J. AM conting at last to acknowledge the re* 
<!eipt of yours. But where to find you is the 
4lifficulty ; whether with Saul among the stuff, 
or with the spies under the stalks of flax ; with 
the Hebrews in their holes, or with Gideon'^ 
.troops, faint, yet pursuing. I know your sort 
of folks are like the seven sleepers—seldom 
seen out in the winter season ; pbthing;.n\^ve8 
them but fine .weather, when the. sun, ^bmes q^ 
both sides of tlie hedges ; Ai^x^- tli^y will ven- 
ture abroad. The winter is >oyer^ndgon^^ the 
flowers appear Dn^tthe^ ciLtihi .the. time, ^f Ae 
singing oi binds ;is{ come; and the iroiQe, of tbs 
.turtle is heardiin^ our land : and/ indtfe^, this 
13 the only time when p<>br sinner^) are sufFerad 
to creep outiof darkness; and tftose whowtmU, 
and often do, proclaim their deliverance before 
the divine- warrant coities, do ^ot bring thein 
forth to the light, but into a worse darkness 
—a darkness which may be felt ; because the 
light shines upon them that are in bitterness ; 
whereas the true light is always attended with 
love: "He that loveth his brother abideth in 

VOL. ill. o 
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n^ ri$^^ with b^n^ in his be?ms, ap^j^^rr. 
don, ^justification said life atton^ it Hp h X^^ 
Sun of rigbteousness that shines ; healing is 
th^ thib^ that is conveyec^ as well as going 
foftfa^ and growing as calves of the stall. The 
light of the law only discovers the worst side 
of the perfections of (joij^&oliness, justice, and 
terrible majesty. But the light in Christ's face 
is pardoning grace^- i^ghisl^usaebs^ and everlast- 
ing love. Andy as the former coops us up, so 
this' tteiws ns forth. It is the business of love 
*?/ S^^'*^^ pHson doors» to burst P^^^^f9^S 
t^bre^k every yoke, and to 1^ ^^^ ^l^fPA^^^l 
ffge.. . JUdecd, according to thp rexppri^q^jfljf , 

J^ii?W» ,*?^c is th^^ sycete^t, "^^^^^fe'ifBi 
i^mt predominant sound in the jubilee trp^g^e^, 
I have had hard work to wade throug^|l^ 
W}^i^^ej> Rheumatic pains, an asthma ti9,9p^- 
P^^f^ff add bad br^th, through hard l^pp^ 
aqc)j jliot seasons in the pulpit^ andj^d^hpu^^, 
OH|i^ iff it, ^have fuUy persuaded me^^^hatf .t^ 
wj^jter 18 the last winter quarters, ^^y\^g\1f^.. 
vfholfi campaign; that is allotted' for mci., l^rtL 
HQi^ looking for a pension, ^and for aphon^g^^ 
abk discharge from the lying's servi/;e, i ^aji^„ 
fr^Qm the field of action ; nor ^o J believe^ j^^^^ 
ts^all be disappointed of eitjier, for. *rfaitl^ful 
, i^^lis tha^ has promised/* , I am oftei^ th]^^Ag, 
of fjlA.i^j^^ ch5|)cl, aiid of seeing, 3fp4 



atid the rest of tlie royal and foyal finiilyV 
shdiilA God spare my life till theii.' I i6ng t<J" 
see the month of March over. * 

'' God bless thee. Ever thine. , 

;j! 'C.J , ;. • . J ; '; 'j oil 






oa c»Ifj ■'*» •;•• » i' ' • .., . '\ .t)/Ol g 

Bkafe'^Eti' h6 thb tord God of Tsaacj; the UrS^ 
Hr%il 'AiTo^iral '6^ Ehgfafad: and CoAimitfdar Ift' 
dfii^P^ ' aM ' the"Briti»h forces, bofli'fiiliritua: ^ 
a.h&'tttA^m\; tl^e coiifidencb of all the ends k' 
thfe"tertli, 'and of them that are ifkr off tJ)oii" 
tfitJ'id^r;""' ' • ' ■ •""'■' 

^HWie '^fr^'th j)l^a8ure to the heir of promise,'' 
be'(HRi^ K\d kceiat is changed, and his appetite' 
nfftf^S^itlirted'to prefer legal lees and dregs be-'' 
f<^^tM' ne\V"witii' of the kingdom, so well r^- 
Gifm V'^ii to a jierishing soul goes down sweet-'^ 
lyfWusTfi^ the Hps of those that arc asleep i\> 
spiHk^^^* if they did not the cry of the stones 
WdfMd^^Wiaken thetril I am' wounded with t!t6 
kifianels^ df my Gbd^ and overwhelmed , with 
pldi^ii^^ grfeV. ' Every periodical magazine 
laifif/iftiis^ h?6;^^tid eveiy day ^IJing^^^ ^j^'ings of 
Gda giving testimony to the wft^dWiiii gtaqd. 
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Light and life go in all directions ; the ^2til is 
rending from the top to the bottom ; the prison 
shakesi at the foundation ; the doors open^ the 
fetters drop off, and those that sit in darkness 
shew themselves, and by the blood of the 
covenant quit the cells. No less than seven, 
who have escaped the impending storm, have 
come to me within this fortnight; my tnoirth 
has been open to them that have escapd^l, 'and 
I am no more dumb. The offence of the tposa 
has not yet ceased; evil and good report'i^till 
attend tny complex character, which bears the 
inass of corruption apd the treasure of grace. 
If there be not two natures within, there will 
?iot be two cries without; Satan is not divided. 
But this I must tell my friend, the ntore sue. 
cess, the more triah; the more the furnace 
empties me, the fuller I am : my own feelings, 
^od the fleshly savour that springs' up, ^eil *me 
when the vessel wants pumping; and yw I 
dread his frowns, his ablsence, hiia roH; 4nd 
his anger; though I know these^^must dotte J 
they are in love, and for my gocid, hl8"<*wn 
honour, and for the good of other si O,- wba^ 
a depth, what a fountain, is the fe^awri of^Satani 
what stripes have I had to keep it uil&er,^>and 
what dreadful fires to purge it off*! ^ AndJyet 
it rs to this day as strong and lai fuH'ai' ever. 
And, although I abound- iti hope, yet do I 
Vtterly despair of perfection in the? fle^h; thwigh 
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1 long laboureci in vain to obtain it: « Bat God 
loo]c9 at his dear Son, and his finished work^ at 
the nature he has assumed, at the offices he 
sustains, and at his own work in us; at his 
own image and grace, and the righteousness 
he has imputed to us. Bfehold youYself thus, 
and you will look as God looks, when he sees 
no sin in Jacob, nor pervcrseness in Israel. 
God has said, we are complete in him, all fair, 
and all shall be so that have no confidence in 
the flesh. 

W, H. 



CCCCLXXIX. 

1B06, . 

i. WAS sorry to hear that my dear friend is 
unwell, as is the case with me at present. The 
Kentishman, the Englishman too, must decay. 
But the King of the Jews, the everlasting 
father of our second birth, is not a man of 
Kent. He is a Jew, and reigns over his own 
children. But has the king of the Jews nothing 
but the title of a Father? O yes, he marries 
the widow divorced from the law bv the death 
sentence of the law, finding the wife vile, basi*, 
treacherous and guilty ;^ and tells her not to 
fear, for she shall forget the shame of her youth, 
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to raise up the name of t^s.dejtdi|i)iptt t^ttjid-:, 
hei^ftute-etraav evel^stia^ naioBi tfanb ^hsU loot 
})c <^t (^r , If he raises up this name, it is the 
name of a^hild of God ; and, if so, there must 
be anew nature. -Pstei juys, a divine nature 
in every child of God, which is the good thing 
towards the Lord G$>d of. ^sfac ; and always 
looks, bows, bends, and leans that way ; it is the 
hiddeti man tff the hearty and not a Kentish, 
99£jW! pngHsh man, buf ^ Jew V .'? ^^ Jip4 
Wjwl»>£«»« i»«««f/|ly." The anvar^fljg^ c^^ 
fe»»^:^lw/«^«» of the W^g of, ,t^^,Jp,w^^iff^ 

>HJWF4c^i^.fn*y^be renewe<;l,^^y{b2^y. g^ji^j, 

V b^?rtP^J»F^lyr the..ipe(n^f ft, [ ,fl^raP<g<fitt6 
6?e f0CfgKi?s, 3thfi,in|ltt^ncs§„ ,^hq gojftgf^tlj, 

.<^4'/r cft«W|enaijee ; .% }y^i\j^e he<;^iflf s ^^{^ a^g 
»PI^M*cflevJiif|^,j^1f ht^fv, h(; /i^fl^ ao"llR5 .*ffi 



dM ^^msknkiv^itidi'eiajofiAif^ But lotowmtonM 
'Oai^fi^ God blefia'tliettii?!My'love't»'dami»u(i 

^>»U <i Ji ,0; u.a ^.il! qi.' c^fif.'; j;'i ilwfjff jig) ad 
.v.u.Ti •) I •;;!.♦ ,i.. 11 ,'->-i:' ['r.o'O :C' h'-.-.i'Miio atcihii 
OiiJJiiif Miiviij ;i ,«-fBr^"*l'^— .r" , : vjii c. jd 
'^liiili !>iiu^ o-lj cJ • ; , ,' '•■ I . ■.' ;.'. ' •' i;>v;, ir 

(k^huA -■ ::c.>. 1;. ,,., ,!;:.■(. ,. ■ ^ffl^ ^ibb.'l 

m ifJ^ll!riii 4tes'fefeeA'?ferd^8fK(^» ni^^ild 
shakes ;t^i6t!lt<hkv^fiai«fea^ltl»e'%<$i^^T«atH,« 
aiftPtf <i6i-a|i' iip6tt>ifi&> 'QfM^hm'^Wii\t4^^^idy 

tliJKtinMf''dF ift-M thah -ft ^^MnftP'SS'tt^'fe 
bbtei^ aW^ilfotirso^that { eoaia nbt4l^te1ltifi|f 
iafif^enUi I'fi^'^f^&6^ C^'i^M^'^to^ 

kj'^^^bafitbti'^^rt^x*, '"thitb'th^ thid my 

ei%, ^'«t"of ^hiclh W Wktf'Bronght,' 'haWfi^.'ift 
sdni^^iabafiU^ pi^^ tUt^^drbbk, ''the bdattmts 
had some weight, not savoaring (according to 
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custom) so miicTi of the lees of the wooden 
vessel ; which with dross and dead flies too often 
mingle with the good ointment. ** His name is 
as ointment poured forth,'" and sweet 19 the 
savour of his knowledge wherever made mani- 
fest. 

* As for me, I shall never forget the day^p ctf 
the Son of man; I have long desined^ aud 
still do, to see one of them agai% but I am 
not to see it* The wet breasts of divine con* 
solation, the sincere milk> the honey from tb^ 
rook, the de w, the hidden manna^ . the }^fom^ 
the side, the shoulder, and the.dandii!Qg,liuiee-rT 
are for' the babes^ the unskilful, ^ and tfa^ 9MCki» 
Hig child. The everlasting Father noiafleta^t^t^ 
feast for nmny days before I was , weani^d, sqon 
after which I found my hands on Ihe hale .of 
tfie asp; Since then (some intervals .exoeptl^) 
I have been turned adrift, to get food w^Jjiexe 
I could: and too often have I. courted,i.^iAd^ 
skMght after, the imaginary lusts of Jthe ^esb,. 
to entertain the carnal mind, which eveAtually 
b^eime the bread of mourning, , or my ^qntf^r 
ful meat, for '* the thought of foolialine&3 1 is. 
sim*' Faith must be our moutby.Ciiri^l ai>d 
bis promise of life our food^ and a liv^lyi hope 
must rely on the faithfulness of God iaCh^nf^t tp 
his seed, and the promises of the covenant, ^nd 
keep hoping and longing for death; then -truth 
says we shall hunger no more. Gted bless yon, 

ThB CoALH£AV£R. 
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11 l^r T-:,;. ..^CCCLXXXL 

January IJ, 1813/ 

AtEAST fof the Kentish men, by the man of 
RAlt. The first dish is gall knd wormwood, 
srn ahd dcspe^ate sorrow, terror within, and- 
vehgeance'in exipectation. — .All these are nan*- 
s(idus''-knd u'rtpalatablc, being the contents of* 
thK^bWter cup. Biit these are intended to brings* 
on'^'^enfeiMe famine, to promote appfetite, and* 
sfiW^tfl it, that we may hunger after ri^htebus- 
riifS?,^fdr^hat garment smells both of myi*rh andt 
a?8Bl And sure I am that nothing strengthens* 
tl?e itotnadh so much as, or prOmotfes l&ngiw^* 
nkJtff ^hah, bitter draughts.-^The next sweer 
r^^t li' ^bui* passover lamb; this isflcshari(t 
Irofed^iii'^at and drink indeed; an entertain- 
rt!^i? 'YbV rhfnd and conscience. ■ The btood- 
d^jftfe'rii'l^dnf all sin, and fills the «C(Mi$ciefnce^ 
\vfffi^)^dtc^, Hvhich flows in like a rivfer, while? 
fyitfif^i§Sti\^^'*the mind that etfernal life is onrs ;> 
^ft5 bt-'^ptritiikTIy mihded is'Hfe ahd peace:'' 
Tlfif'iy<^'^ crtatui^ 'bfeing infuied, the■•qom^ 
rira^rfttietAs ^itd their contents, ih wWch^^hce 
a«^^Wt?9a Is' lodged, pass away, ami the. 
p'AWfislttJ^^wilih'llheir rich' contents^ flow in,i 
whW!i-'M'^ZiWs breasts ^of c(Wnfort, callerf the 



milk tot tbe word; ^^ Thine angbr isiJtaciiiBil^ 
awdy, and thou comfortest roe:'*' wfa'de tkict 
perieihing soul is sucking, the great trumpetiii 
to be blown. Bat no alarm, nb madroh) ho retre^ 
only blounng; ^'Blow up the trimvpet iiii'tiist 
neirmoon^ in oui^.soleinn feast days/^ wiienitirtit 
penitent sighs and jnioks in love and tg^^i 
Tbe.trtfe qf . life bears these. sorts of fi)uit{evoi3|^ 
''n^onth for. new ..comers; Aad;our-)^iiini9s^ot:itoi 
go do^wn,. nor oikr nu^pn to witbdrav&uitsedfJ 
No»r tliC/ wine cellar laad banqaeting baBSse^W 
^lewvbrrad juad the master's pmBiticc^^lUmpis^ 
enJQjyi9d')together4 And can tiie dhsUretDof 4im 
hrideg|nKim<.fast^while:lfhe.bridfij^roam iemi^tiil 
theni?x:i 3Aich; 1^ these are dieimuhdxyBibSlthi) 
Son 'of iman ;ijand I ^ would to QQd:thk3r^ahigIUb 
corner ^^tini.ias^ suofa^Aweet imorsdiijfdedjtluD. 
mmdy^aiaixL thfirconscienoe) amd.ithsl liffeiteknsl^ 
Bnb jvecimist bane pdsttirs to £ffed)u£ivitfa:)kBoskM 
Ifdgie and .jitivlerstafkdiBgi r.Aad'avbojlare^ttilifo 
learn these thiogaP^^Thoseithat aveidra^n^froiflU 
the breasts, and weaned from tbeiit)il]£;itbssiai 
xiuist pass from youth and childhood to man-- 
hood : and therefore their mind, judgment and 
understanding must be fed with strong meat, 
that in understanding they may be men. But, 
as the Lord liveth, I like the babe's fare best. 

Thufl^ have I shewn you the provision of our 
house ; of which I Ij^now there is enough and 
to spare, and it is all sweet, and I love i,t; 
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ImtiattiBiesiiAm vonsa than ibe dog^ fori odUb- 
Mto obitiiii one xn-irad) fitim my Aiaster!s tabtr*^ 
Tbfs. if.be^o ta. build oistlos in tbe opper 
TCfpaws^. jFnan a builder, L tarn warrior^ and 
puDsufi ao4 "&laiigbter tbe ^Vencb, till I leave 
them: as dung upon the earth*. Tfaen'I tunii 
jitdge:; .. Kt my thrane. in Mn^cow; anA 
fiaeiiaparte before me^ and order a*pole tabe 
putroot of. ibe mndow ai, the Kremliiv ta bang 
bttB^Jtber€l>n./. TIkJi again I turn a yevAfnt 
hattfy^^Mod Bm courting ajforeign.|iriiiOBtt, Ac* 
Qmtldi:yeaL!thndic^ tbaCitbe old lan^^oiivoiDkl 
pidi so(di) . tfiaBb in ihis daiftc in tbe;.4ilefaiii€rs:r 
Tiati/net raoeiioif.b&libis: eartliiiv^'seniin^'^afld 
dsialidi nvrUdtBrn isitoid,. £de it greJiily. exceeds: 
dA'^timt^iiihixaJwdi^ jThik is. the .Bornywtfbf 
xaitt bo€\ th&^miiii ''of Kent^ '- whep: ^ better its 
^oncdi:^: 'Thifl ns rtlie flesh ;. for ^infill : dust • and? 
ash0fl:^oah .'fasdboni no a otlien dnot the serpent 
dnesgidusl vfilJaU/be h^s bieat. Tou know tlHat 
ttw^iiarxtshcimnia jof rKenli^ ^lie.jiew man :was' 
humii^ Middkfi£Ko . : : :> • m . ' -^ • 

-iiiifn oi L«";o*::....'':> ;* : i.:.-./ rr... •. i> * S;*S;* 



iuolo floi«ivoiq 5fl^ U07 nv/3ti: I 3vi: : £1 ^ i 
i3a£ dguona fci ai^fli won;-! I r. ••'i-'-'-' *^' . "". 
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CCCCLXXXII. 

Fcbraarf 7, l6lO. 
DEAE UAAC, 

I HAT£ been brought very low, and began to 
think of the end of my race, and to conclude 
that it hastened greatly. My appetite seemed 
to be quite gone for a fortnight ; and I had 
a strange fainting fit, A violent cough seized 
me, and I took hold of my wardrobe to stay 
myself, when suddenly I sunk away into 
a pleasing region, and all my senses were gone 
from this world; at length I saw something 
before my eyes, but had no sense of what it 
was. When I came to myself, I found it was 
my dame pulling my hand, and crying out. 
I then found myself upon the floor, but how 
I came there I could not conceive. This gav^ 
me some suspicion that my departure might be 
at hand, as 1 had staggered at these swoon ings 
twice before in violent fits of coughing.' At 
such seasons how sweet is the thought of an 
interest in the Son of God, and the comforts 
of a lively hope! — a hope wrought by ex- 
perience of divine comfort, when the anger of 
God in the law is turned away — a hope that 
has contested and counteracted despair — a hope 
that has buoyed us up above the billows of 
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wrath, the damps of death, and the dread of 
gildgment — a hope that has always attended the 
prayer of faith, and done her part in expecting, 
watching, and waiting for an answer— ^a Uvelv 
hope, that expects the fulfilment of promises, 
9.nd of all covenant engagements — a hope that 
jn fttmes of trouble looks out for deltvevanc^, 
and expects to praise him again, as the heahhrof 
Qur- countenance-^— a hope that maketh^not 
a^atned by expecting. that wlj^ch never comes 
«-— a hope that has an assurance in it, and that 
will neither fail, die^ nor give up; but^ceeps look- 
rag forward, resting on the: promises, waiting 
injexpectatien, even to death, 4ind* to do her 
dffibe then. "The righteous hath hope imhis 

' " ^ Farewell: grace and peace with tfhee. • 

"' w.h; $/s. 
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December 11, 1811. 
My dear and faithful friend, 

IioWJ^H that thou mayest prosper aiul be in 

J^lth, even as thy soul prospers. . Qur dear 

^ord Jesus is tender, indulgept, and Jfi^d^to 

thy. poor q\4 weather-beatejJ friend, ,eveui be-? 



yorm- a^ckfUhn''; 'fo^ 'life " c6riafes6«nai' W 4^fi^ 

the liridfetVy wi^out, •gJHn^ t«stirtiotty»ii)"flfiP* 
wdwl' (^'-hi*' gracfe, and cottfirtrifng- i5r^ saffifl^'' 
^^thTifii^fts - *rrd tfiis disidbvert the ty^ii^-bY^ 
<Mlr If fci*t Hi^-|>^i6it, for out ?n tfen rietUfti^feJ^ 
glY«i'gio*y to Godj MTho i» !i6nest ehdugh^ftP 
conAesi' that tfee new Authority^ givyh''8o^SoW-^ 
scieade'ctoitapds Wm' to do ?t/ 'l^o' Be^j?'^T^^ 
adoptied ' fc&lld of^ God; a^a qjroii^T^ ^W^'^ 
faowly by rtgenehltten, aijd' tfieil' to-'^VinftKieT' 



an ambassador of the King of kings, ^i^iti^st^^ 
of thie Spirit, aiida'-messenger of salvation and 
peace from the court of heaven ; and that not 
of man, nor by manf^WT'called, furnished, 
authorised, commissioned, and sent by God him- 
self; this, when ten tra^ed^ whA my base and 
d^picable pedigree, debases and mortifies me 
more *than a thousand acts of Popis.h. p^n^^e, 
or Arminiau self-denial. For I know not whicl^ 
is Jhe ' graa«?r woiidev-utlife it{fdtW#6f7|^nJ8r- 
the^ int»tili«tteirt, et the huiiiilpatloii 'btiWVlfi^' 
Hi^. '-'■■"■ ' '•■ '*' •' ' ' ' • ' ' •" (iofh efiri 

H&^I am-,' Isaic,! wtolmded 'Wlfli 'laiid^W^ 
and-'WtfeiHft^«>r5oy: 'I im"Wt'^b{^iy'ffi^oaf ;^| 
my -luB^^'afe WiAU'J 'V\iiiV^'%ht^iL^'md''^ni^ 
cough, 'Wd 'a 10wisrifig»ffe^?^r'J'■'^Wlt^fe^^fl?te§$'■ 
are«w4ftt* diStli,' fdfthfffkM'tmSi^^^''- 
oniy^ st^sg'Snaf if B6''il^|^''kr^llafF cfif^WiTC'" 
1 amrteloi<d'VBCbt'sorcfhaf^lUW!, tikd'lv^ ^'^ 
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lg^wj^<i^j?^rpft;>sAl^W^ forglvehcife 4^ 

^Sfftr>2 ^ Wnthe Ij^r^betweep God and mwu 
^I'jieij^^jt))^^ h^^ is . r^mpv^^dy nearness aad uqi^tt 
t^e^^l^q^ ,^d the; heart . ia fixed^ . triystiog in 
Qgd^^,Wh,er^.l;his is not, the troubled wnp^t 
wJ^jq:af;9h,a|:.eYery thing, aiul join hiipsrelf if^JAh 
01)^ ir^tizi^g \^l}o will hut cry 'ptace^' aod^soiihtm 
dg^ ^^l^prt.of.tjli^.promised rest ; . but the joint 
i$j^^, Qljjiejr J than » the bond of iniqwity,. h«iftg> 

b^J^^^ft tjieir^ain*:^ - »- 

•♦on*/;'' : • ! : ' ' / : "^ , . '• • f . ; 1 .; > • » o • . • 

l[HE[iAYfTflO;W^ng^ of your oup/ oam/s^ safe to 

^feW^ff'Py J'^F^^fciyff the^ well-ftpriipg.af ilife 
has risen, and overflowed all its banks, and- 
drjj'ijjpj^^japfusiQn ^jttdqorrjuptioQ, &c. before it. 
It.i^l^^^rpam/rofli tjlge rivf r of pleasure^ wjiich 
h^^|l:s]S/9yur^e 4 fronov the (fountain of life,, and ' 
is ^if^l^^pded -jtp. make glad the ^ity of Gpd. . < It ' 
CQ||^3^.|lioistui:e to 4he root ofi love, producing 
^ffflF^^: ¥^^ SS^H so^rOiW. It supp^ffs^the 
hwl; ^A^\^ and !r^vi,^Tfs. a.laflgi^i^ h^pot; 
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it furnislies the heart with joyful sacrifices aod 
thank ofFerings, and the mouth with new ex* 
pressions. ** His reward is with him, and hift 
work before him/' He never comes empty 
handed ; his entertainments are with him, and 
by his work we learn that he is not the author of 
confusion, but of peace. His visits are saU 
vation ; and when he brings it he makes his 
footsteps glorious. The heart expands and the 
.soul teems at his approach, for every grace 
exults when it feels the animating influence of 
its incomprehensible sire. He knows his own 
implanted crop, and can well distinguish it 
from the devil's work, however artfully counter- 
feited. Grace in tl^e heart is his glory, and 
<' upon all the glory shall be a defence." He 
has lodged his' treasure in the earthen vessel, 
to make the world wonder at and ridicule it ; 
but the children of light see the contrast be- 
tween the vessel and its contents,' and acknow^ 
ledge the excellency and the power to be of 
God. The fall of man, and. the effects of the 
fall ia the human heart, are a most profound 
depth. 

Satan was in . the great transgressicm when 
he communicated his bane to our first parents ; 
and. the enmity of the carnal mind is tlie root 
of tlie sin unto death, which root is in every 
human heart. Even reprobates^ ttoder the 
.evident tokens of perdition, often see this in 
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he^JBL divine justice, 'even aff Sauldid. And 

pofi i of God- sees it in the light of the 

koc t ; but such, being begotten of God, 

5:z'. .ud prayer they keep themselves, and 

vcd one toucheth them not, 1 John v. 
%^ertheless, it is a good thing for a man 
himself, as it tends to watch fulness,, 
^cts pride, is as ballast to the vessel of 
and never does grace appear more woh- 
han when contrasted with the inferna* 
of human depravity. All external refor- 
. and legal decorations serve only as a 
^)avilion for Satan, under which he keeps ' 
>sion of the palace, and his goods, in peace, 
great Prophet, with- salt from the new 
.', puts that seasoning and preserving article 
the spring, which dethrones the devil 2Uid 
Tts the streams of iniquity at the fountain 
d ; and he tells us that his grace shall reign, 
J gives us faith to believe it. 
My dear friend must not think it strange, if 
"^ter this pleasing flight he should find a thora 
1 the flesh, a messenger of Satan to buffet bin). 
't is Satan's work to exalt us above measure, and 
so it is to buffet us when we are too high. He 
is God's tool, and nothing more, and is gene- 
rally employed in jobs which are fit for no other 
creature. It was the devil that influenced the 
incestuous Corinthian, who was delivered up 
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to SaUn £tn tiie de8tructi<Hi of that influence. 
Farevell. Grace and peace be ^th thee, 

W. H. S. S. 



CCCCLXXXV. 

Jannary 14^ 1807* 

The elect of God are an army with banners. 
$trongly embodied, firmly cemented, and nobly 
defended. About tbe walls of this beloved, in- 
corporated city, devils rove day aad night, 
counting the towers, which are the Lord's cove- 
nant names to us, where the righteous run in 
end are safe. As our righteousness, he shelters 
from the curse ; as our life, from death ; and, 
as our strong hold, he hides from Satan. He 
makes the bulwarks, which are different 

• 

branches of salvation; and considers the palaces, 
which are believing hearts, out of which the 
strong man armed is ejected, and in which the 
King of kings reigns. 

W. H. S. S. 
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CCCCLXXXVI. 

To Isaac^ the heir of promise, the Doctor sendetb^ 
greeting : 

I HAVE been for a long time secretly wishing 
for frosty weather, that I might give my land 
a good dressing. Last Saturday week the long 
wished for frost came, with which I was not a 
little delighted. I preached on Sunday and 
Monday ; but on Tuesday evening, tlie congre- 
gation being rather thin, the place cold, and 
full of damp air impregnated with smoke, and 
being obliged to draw hard to fill the bellows, I 
imbibed so much cold air, that my stomach ber 
came unpleasantly chilled, and the next day a 
bad cough and fever ensued, so that I have not 
been from home since. I have for a long time 
kept my eye upon this text, as it respects its 
accomplishment in myself — " Every branch in 
me that beareth fruit he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit." As it respects a vine 
branch, this purging means pruning; whi^h 
cutting work, in former days, was to me a 
plaguing all the day long, and chastening every 
morning; being kept in suspense till near the 
time of preaching — then enlarged, and again 
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ttmtened ; wearing my fetters from odc pulpit 
to another ; half the sennoo in chains, the other 
part on the wing. This was my constant toil 
for a long seven years. But of late this, purg- 
ing work comes less frequently, and of course 
is more perceptible ; and, having now between 
whiles my senses less disturbed than formerly, 
I have been more observant, and better able to 
make a judgment of it ; so that I have a sense 
of its need ere it comes, and a strong opposition 
to it when it is come ; submission to it follows^ 
a melting under it when it becomes sanctified, 
and a looking out for fresh views^ and for an 
inward fulness, when this captivity is upon the 
turn. And here I am now, still descending, 
feeling for the bottom, and looking out to see 
if the waters abate, in hopes of a return in the 
power of the Spirit 

You complain of unbelief, of fears, aud 
misgivings of heart. The poor man in the 
Lord's parable is not the only man who in his 
journey from Jerusalem to Jericho fell among 

« 

thieves ; it has been the sad hap of poor Isaac ; 
and by such means the devil confounds us, by 
drawing our attention from the yea aud amen 
of the unction, which is truth and no lie, to at* 
tend to the voice of ' lo here* and * lo there,* 
which is without. The Spirit moves the con- 
science in faith, bears his witness in the motion, 
aws the affections after faith. But * lo 
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here' without leads the understanding and 
judgment into speculative views and things, 
when neither conscience nor the affections 
keep pace, but stay behind. The Spirit is to 
lead us into all truth ; but the sons of Zeruiah, 
being only in the letter, are too hard for a 
broken heart When the Holy Spirit takes 
the lead, we compare spiritual things within 
with spiritual mysteries revealed, and make 
straight paths for our feet ; but, when the dis- 
ciples of Moses run away*' with our head, con- 
science, being neither truly searched nor tho- 
roughly healed, that which is lame is turned 
out of the way. But, if we cannot cleanse pur 
way by the word, while in the path of regene- 
ration, we must do it by considering the ef- 
fects or fruits which are produced. " We, that 
have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan within 
ourselves," says Paul, This was to have been 
my text ypsterday, had I been out. W^ have 
lost four more of our fleck, and I believe th^t I 
may say with Pai^l, they acknowledged me to 
the end. God bless you. 

W, H. S. S, 
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CCCCLXXXVII. 

Deotmb«r2l« 1810. 
: PBAR ISAAC, 

Xhe tfiUttiphitig of the wicked is not for ever. 
A person who lives near the chapel, exulting 
greatly wheA it was on fire, has since then beeli 
called Upon to Iamei\t the conflagration of hit 
own house, which is now in ashes. Anothei- 
Jacobinical gentleman, who triumphantly re- 
marked, that ^ not only the theatres were burnt, 

• 

but that Providence Chapel also was consigned 
to the flames/ sometime after ha,d the mortifi- 
cation to see his own house consigned to the 
same fate. I can but look at these things, and 
by looking see God*s indignation towards his 
fcnemies. But we have another house of prayci: 
going up ; and my lot, according to the order 
of my coarse, is to burn incense; but " he that 
burneth incense is as if he * blessed an idol.** 
Yet " in every place incense shall be offered to 
ray name, and a pure ofl^cring, for my name 
shall be great among the heathen." But how 
shall I get furnished for this, for it is to be a 
perpetual incense ? I want both fire and spice* 
Spices from Arabia were the type, not the 
truth ; and all fire taken from an inward passion 
is but a spark of our own kindling, which leaves 
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UB to lie dpwn in sorrow. Tb^ 1i>e6t fire is from 
the altar of burnt-oifering; the coal is the pro* 
mise; the life of the coal the Spirit; the incense 
not from Arabia, but from the garden of the 
Ijord, the church ; and from true hearts, the 
beds of spices, fhe beat of this fire is lave— a 
love to the things we pray for. The life of 
the coal gives us a sense of our wants. The first 
spice is faith, which must be the stacte, £xod. 
XXX. 34. Secondly, There must be humility,. as 
God gives grace to none but the humble; this 
must pass for the onycha. There must also be 
submission ; " Not my will, but thine be done.'* 
This is our best galbanum, And, last of all, 
patience to wait the sugcess of returns, which 
must do for frankincense. This, in my opinion, 
is the best composition that we can possess for 
the bnming of incense: and the desires of the 
soul, animated by the energy of the Spirit, are 
the best odoriferous smoke that ascends the 
golden altar of all religion. Seeing the king in 
his beauty, and enjoying the c>'own of the 
anointing oil, are the sweetest Next to these 
the breasts of consolation," with fresh draughts 
of the sincere milk, are most nourishing. But 
we must be weaned from these breasts, and 
drawn from this milk, to learn doctrine, " pre- 
cept upon precept :*' to feed us with knowledgfc 
and understanding, which strengthen, establish, 
and coniivn) us. And next in order, which is 
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my present employ^ and the most precious in 
this my last stage, is that of burning incense. 
All these, in a plain and regular succession, 
God has made me to understand by his good 
hand upon me ; but the most pleasant part of 
this is, when a little fresh spice is sprinkled 
on the coals, which never fails to produce rneek^ 
lowly, and sweet submission. 

My hand shakes sadly ; it has forgotten its 
cunning. Adieu. 

The Coalheaver. 



CCCCLXXXVIII. 

D^ar Sister in the Lord Jesus Christ: — Grace and 
. peace be with jou through the knowledge of our 
Covenant Head and Representative. 

• • 

Having an opportunity of sending a few lines 
by your spouse, and to let you know that I do 
not, cannot forget the poor outlandish islanders, 
I got up this morning soon after four o'clock, 
in order to send thee a scrap of my scribble. I 
have no doubt but that you have striven against 
your violent temptations, against the carnal 
enmity of your minds, against the corruptions 
of your heart, against your evil tempers, and 
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yoiir besetting sins, with all your might; and 
after all this wearisome toil and labour matters 
.are still the same, and sometimes rather worse. 
Then you resolve, and watch, and work with 
more care, more diligence, and more good in» 
tentions ; — and the more you labour, the more 
the stream runs against you;— then you fret, 
grieve, and conclude, that yoor family concerns^ 
4nd daily and unexpected trials, are laid in 
your way for the purpose of hindering yoii, 
and that it is in vain for you to strive any 
more, for that you never shall obtain deliver- 
ance. 

All these things 9re against us. Seeing then 
that we gain no ground this way, let us try 
another — let tis see what looking to Jesus 
will do. Hear therefore what he says : " Look 
unto me and be ye saved, all ye ends of the 
earth ; for I am God, and besides me there is 
no Saviour." Here we are to look for salva- 
tion, and for all the help we stand in need of. 
^* I will look to the hills from whence cometh 
my help, my help cometh from the Lord which 
made heaven and earth." And what did any 
body ever get by this? — Why, " they looked 
unto him and were enlightened, and their faces 
were not ashamed.*' Is this all? No : ** while 
we look as through a glass darkly, we arc 
changed into the same image, from glory to 
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glory, fts by the Spirit of the Lord.'* Looking, 
Mary, will do more than labouring ; " Let 
us therefore," says Paul, ** lay by every weight, 
and the siti that doth so easily beset us, and 
let us run with patience the race that is set be- 
fore us, looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who, for the joy that was 
set before him, endured the cross, despising the 
shame^ and is set down at the right ii^nd of the 
throne of God." Looking, Mary, implies be- 
lieving. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, that all that .were bitten by the 
serpent might live, so must the Son of man be 
lifted up, that whosoever believeth on him may 
not perifeb, but have eternal life. Looking im- 
plies hope and expectation, God has laid help 
upon his dear Son, who is mighty to save ; and 
when poor sinners hear of this, they are led' by 
the Holy Spirit to hope for it in Christy and to 
expect it from no other quarter. And you 
know not 1k)w Jesus is charmed at poor sinners 
looking to him* Hear what he says : " O njy 
dove, that art in the cleft of the rock, in the 
secret places of the stairs, let me hear thy 
voice, let me see thy ftce ; sweet is thy voice, 
and thy countenance is comely." And he adds, 
*« Turn away thine eyes from me, for thou hast 
overcome me." 

That the Lord Jesus Christ may bless thi« 
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poor scHbble to the encouragement .^ yow 
heart, is the desire and prayer of, i ' 

Dear Mary, 
Your affectionate Friend, and 

Willing servant in the Lord jQ$uSb, 

W, HuNTINOtON. 



CCCCLXXXIX. 

« 

DEAR MARY, 

JjEiwo ill at home is the reason of my answer- 
ing youfs'so soon, . I can see where; you are; 

it is the foolishness of a man that per^^erteth hilh 
way, and his heart fretteth against the Lord. 
All your present sensations are from Sinai, hot 
from Zion. Sin takes occasion by the cmn- 
mandment, and all manner of corruption is 
wrought in us. The law discovers sin, forbids 
it, and threatens with death for it; it accuses 
for it, convinces of it, and represents it in its 
true colours; and the more sin is discovered 
and forbidden, the more it works, rises, rages, 
and roars against the law. The carnal mind 
being stirred up, works all manner of filth. " It 
is riot subject to the law. of God, nor indeed 
can be.'* Mary works; but it is not working, 
but believing, that does the business* She is 
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'«truggling and striving from morning till nigbi^ 
but her strength is to stand still, yea, to sit 
still. She is bewildered, confused, and baflSed ; 
but God is not the author of confusfon, but of 
peace. ^ 

All the devils that are now in chains could 
not appear worse than I did while struggling 
where thou now art. God' never ministers 
grace, nor his Spirit, by the works of the law. 
The law is holy, and the more you hug it, the 
inore vile and filthy will you appear. Christ is 
the cleansing fountain ; what the law discovers 
he purges off, and what the law stirs ^up his 
grace subdues ; wrath is revealed in the law, but 
love is in Christ; the law genders to bondage, 
but Christ and his promise make us free. God 
is a consuming fire in the law, but a fountain 
of living water in Christ Jesus. To him that 
works as you now do, the reward is reckoned 
of debt; but to him that works not, but be- 
lieves, his faith is counted for righteousness. 

None more welcome to . me than you and 
poor Charles. Excuse haste, the post is return- 
ing, and I am very ill. God bless you. 
♦ • 
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1 RECBiVED poor Mary's letter, and according 
^^ my judgment it contains good news. She is 
truly poor in spirit, she has lost all the comfort 
of hope that she once had, and even her hope 
itself is perished from the Lord. And if such a 
soul is not poor in spirit, who is ? And sure I 
am that ^* the needy shall not always be forgot- 
ten, the expectation of the poor shall not pe- 
rish for ever." We often complain, Mary, when 
we have reason to rejoice : it is hard work, it 
takes a long time to strip a sinner. He is sooii' 
clothed, as you see in the prodigal son ; "but 
the stripping of him is a work of time, 'and 
terrible to flesh and blood. But there is a stat^ 
of real want that God brings most of his chil- 
dren to before he delivers them, especially those 
that are blessed with a clear deliverance ; and 
those that are not clearly delivered go doubt- 
ing and halting all their days, and have the 
hardest work to go through at lasfe Now ob- 
serve what the Scriptures say : . "He giveth 
power to the faint, and to them that have no 
might he increaseth strength." MaK^ that! 
" Let the weak say, I am strong." Sod's 
strength is made perfect in our weakness. 
Again—** When they had nothing to pay, he 



frankly forgave them all." This is a state of 
insolvency : such want a surety, and God has 
provided one. Further — ^^ 'J he great trumpet 
shall be blown, and they shall come which 
were ready to perish." — " I perish with hun- 
ger/' said the prodigal. This is a starving con- 
dition. Moreover, *' When the poor and needy 
seek water^ and there is none, and their tongue 
fidletfa for thirst, I the Lord will help them.'' 
The state of these is, thai their tongue is 
swelled, and hangs out of their mouth with 
parching thirst Once more — " The time com- 
eth and now is that the dead shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God, and they that hear sh^U 
*live." These are cursed, condemned, amd dead. 
Now to t'his state of real need is' the Lord bring- 
ing thee ; and this appears plain to me by your 
letter ; but self-will is for hastening the birth> 
like Sarah in giving Hagar to Abraham, that 
she might have a son by him; but that son 
came forth too soon, fourteen years before the 
time of the promise, and therefore was cast ooL 
Mary is too hasty ; God says that it is good to 
bear the yoke in our youth ; ^' it is good that a 
man patiently wait and quietly hope for the saU 
vation of God/' The life, the hope, the expec- 
tation, and the comfort that thou hast felt, can 
aever be lost if the Bible be true. I would not 
f#r ten thousand worlds have been led any other 
w^, than by that wherein the Lord has led 



t»e, tl^y^gh I suffered sQuch mote than ever 
you did. God will rtx)t up and throw dowa 
before he build a»d plant. And this work is 
going op, Christ loves to undertake desperate 
eases, Martha and Mary send for hiin~" Be- 
bold he whom thou lovest is sick." Jesus staid 
where he was. ^ Lazarus dies : but he will not 
go till he had been buried four days, and stunk ; 
then he goes. So comes the nobleman — " My 
little daughter lieth at the point of death." 
Jesus stays where he was until one of Job's 
xnessengers came, saying, " Thy daughter^ is 
dead) why troublest thou the masteir '* any fur* 
ther? Then he says, ^^ Fear not, only believe/' 
— " O thou of little faith, wherefore dost thoa 
doubt," seeing God hath sent his Son to save 
the lost, and to call sinners to repentance? 

May God bless thee, and keep thee; go prays 
thy poor servant, 

Wf H« S. S» 
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CCCCXCI. 

1801. 
DEAR SISTEE IN THE LORD, 

Grace and peace be mtiltrplied unto yoii aiid your* 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Chrt^. « ' 
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" W ITHOUT ceasing I have remembrance o^ 
you all in my prayers,'* that our God and Fa* 
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tfaer in our Lord Jesus Christ may preserve and 
- keep yoo from the vanities and snares of this 
wicked and alluring world; and that he may dis- 
cover his love and good- will to you, and manifest 
himself to your souls as he does not to the world 
at large. — These are my constant prayers for 
the poor outlandish islanders. I long to know 
how you go on, but have been very busy since 
my return from the country. I know that where 
God begins the good work he will carry it on ; 
and though Satan, our inbred Corruptions, and 
the etiemies of the Son of God, all oppose it, 
it will be in vain. " I will work [says God] and 
who shall let it ? My counsel shall standi and 
I will do all my pleasure/* His grace shall 
reign through" righteousness unto eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

It is the Spirit of God that quickenis us when 
we aire dead in trespasses and sins ; and as 
soon as we are quickened we feel our sins and 
God's anger ; and Satan's rage, and all our fears, 
pour in like a flood. Then we begin to hunger 
and thirst for the bread of life, and for the 
showers of heavenly grace ; " as the hart panteth 
after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after 
God ;" and " blejssed are they that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be fill- 
|?d ;" as sure as they hunger, so sure shall they 
be filled ; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoketi 
ity and heaven and earth shall pass away be^^ 
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fore the word of Christ ^hall pass away unful- 
filled. 

Mary ! wliat encouragement is her^! they 
shall be filled — filled with what? — with righte- 
ousHess, with joy, and peac« in believing ; — 
£Ued with the lov.e of God, and filled with the 
comforts of the Holy Ghost. And the time 
will come, yea, the time shall come, when 
you shall own and confess that Christ is faith- 
ful to his promise, for he will seal thee with the 
full assurance of faith, and thou wilt then set 
to thy seal that God is true to the word of his 
grace — '' they shall not be ashamed that wait 
for me.** 

1 know in my own heart, and believe in my 
conscience, that God loves the poor islanders, 
because be has given me a heart to love them, 
and to pray for them, and faith to believe that 
be will save them. If God did not love us, the 
world would not hate us, for the world loves its 
own. If the power of God was not with us, 
empty professors would not despise us; iF we 
were of those who have a name to live, but are 
dead, the hypocrites in Zion would admire us« 
Nothing in this world is so much despised as 
the power of godliness : it makes carnal and 
worldly professors mad; it fills them with wrath 
and jealousy ; and it drives thefn to desperation 
only to understand the report, and to see the 
hand of God upon poor sinners. God, when he 
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raises up a few poor fouls by bu owixS(Hr^^^rr 
nerally discovers the bypocrite^ la Zian,^;^l^l 
shews their nakedness before bis poor Mjpfft^ 

I know not why I have not seen Mr- JAtt 
before this — Is he not well? or is }le'b^|¥^ 
Tell him I should be glad to see bim. Jt ^jn^ 
afraid to write to — — , lest I add to her aflBijo. 
tions in so doing, for nothing can be so disgrac§7« 
ful to the devil, and his family, as real religjkoi^ 
* My kind love to all that love Christ .,:. 

. - • ' » •I / 

.'^jj :•■ CCCCXCII. • '^•; ^-'i iii- 

- ' ^' GranthaoL^ 

I HAVE no doubt but that mv dear friends, fvill 

«.,'■*,•'. • '"' .•' ^'ii'iJ 

t^iiik tliat I neglect tTieqi ; but fropi the. tjip^^^ 
leFt'pownliam, till my arrival here, t ha^e^ji^,. 
171^ house full ; for when B. left me,^ P9^^ •f'^^/' 
kins cAme, I believe, for the last tipie^ ,aml 
Stayed with me above three weeks. This m^flC:. 
ni'e so late in coming liej^c, which is bad for-^iryf,. 
calico carcase. And even here we are ci'o^v^e^^.. 
Yresh recruits comingfrom all parts, some of wh6;^|j. 
I mucli/esteem. The lio:htand heat, truth and. 
pow^r, run in spite of my Lady's mqi> ^^^^' 
Satan^s men ; but I want Charles's barn to l^ojH,. 
all ttiy fruits and my good s^ for^.iny girouifd 
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%^msiafyii}dy' %ki diere'ii noi rbpinl'iiv; 

m^am ii-kmd^crmti: ' "'"<-^ «;^^'^'-- 

When I came from home 1 left Lady 1$. e'x- 
treAfel^'Alf ^d(^f 'Bikf^^ Vds ^s >kd witl \he 
gdtffj'and niyscflf Was hoarse With' a cold. ")^ut 
aTfope in Wy most adofable Lofd/ and" now arid 
tfidfi'i liiefeK'aild'pDwerful spirit of prayer, car* 
riiis'teteabdVdart,' and through all. Wl^en this 
niedkf'ktd lowly, humble and self-abasing frame, 
dissolves andtneltii my soul, I am always alone^^ 
atlcl ^ery disquiet, or interruption is a thief and 
a robber. At such timesL^ settle tny accounts; 
recount and confess all that is amiss ; rehearse 
all his past favours With thahks ; take my cor* 
ruptions by the neck ; leave' them expiring at 
the foot of the cross, and pump my heart ofs 
its^'&rfegs ahd lees, filth and scum, sipother^ 
ancP^i^^iokej; and then I am as a child ive^ed , 
orm^raothWi as was the case last Saturday, 
wli^eir 1 found th6 door open aiid his power, 
pife^int/' the cruse spring and the water flow, . 
tboiij^ifits' swarm and arguments abound^ and 
energy ' appeared to be unabating, till comV 
pany" disturbed me. After some hours spent ^ 
this' WaV, the water ceased, and the oil, 
sts^Vfid^ Nor did I' forget my poor Down- 

haiti^ ?ri6'nds in these ungomoion induU ^ 

' for] c:. J". oO '/:^-N'- ' ' . •{ K ' 1. '^ rr "/ ^ '{rro'. 

B: imohiled me that you and Cliarle were 

Q 2 



to navft hict ihe hcrt. Exdui^e haStc,' thtf pdit 
is Ifoihg off. God bliss j^ou dll. 

o. 15. 

>**'■ i , , 
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ITo my deairly Beloved Brolher and Sisters in tfee Lord 
Jesus Christ, my Saviour and your Saiibiir; inf 
Lord arid your Lord. * '' 

Ydij may woDder at my long silciJfee, bu^^lhe 
' bearer of this will ittfofrii you that I h^ve^^not 
been idle ; arid of this be assured, tbafe : wbellifer 
present or absent, at home or abrbad^ ti»ever 
^'ferget the. inlanders, dnrt I atn- fnWy ^erswa^kd 
that you get oti. God's rods rfnd crosses, dis- 
appointments and unexpected prizes, '^ftswiis 
and smiles, misery and mirth, bittemtei and 
, S\veet$, all ins'ruct us, and teath us to' rHiise 
the evil and choose the good; orrrteriifs irrtfruct 
us in the nig'ht season, that there istio ^6od'i!h«. 
— Hypocrites teach Us the difference ber#fcctt 
J shadow and substance, between ardal'sWep'ted 
a wolf in sheep's clothing ; false pi^acheii w^Jde 
' us love the true ones, for 'the darker tliey appear 
the brighter we snine; the more they sfey, wc 
^^ emptier they seem, and the stronger theit'ftith 
the more dreadful thel^ stite- Baf^wlto maSkes 
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-MIR 1»4iflfer5 ,Aod, what h^ve we that wc l^ave 

not received ? And what 4o we deserve? But 

|)e iia$ not dealt with ua after our sin^ ; thjefie i$ 

an .evidenjce, a certainty, apd a witniessi thiatt 

utte^ds tb<"in^ork"Of> Q0 d> i oa the &oul ip every 

stage of it, the }ieart is sensible and conscipu^ 

of its o.yn integrity and sincerity, hejiqe the 

awakened sini\er, thj$ sijoicere seeker, and the 

.,weak^st, and v>o^t si^jple believer, who often 

.envies the rich, ^hepecure, and even the phari- 

secj aiJ4l much more the hypocrite, who is at 

ease in Zion, would not at the same time 

3i{ii2«)ge states with them for all the world, bnt 

: /would Sooner li6 a whole year in the furnace pf 

-^^iction, than be one month -in carnal eas^; 

would sooner hare-all his wounds irritated with 

brine and nitre, than healed slightly with thecfy 

of *^ Peace! peace!" when God and conscience 

. have: never spoken peace. 

GjQil deliver us ^from self-righteousness, |)ha- 

- l5?3\c pride, 4ead wprks, and evil servicp, says 

- bofiest Mary, And amen, says the Coalheaver. 
(Away flesh and blood, and all our performances; 

:'tru6t<we alone in his blood and righteousness, 
i^id in Ills grace and Holy Spirit. Let others 
boast of their goodness, and we of the godd- 

. a^ssof God tb'us; let them labour while we b^g; 

'•let 4;liem strive, but let us cleave to the true 
vine^ jlettheai bring their good deeds to God, 
.but let us be receiving fromrhis fulness grace to 
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hel|i us in time of need. "WfftKibt Wi^ tKfef 
din do nothing, bur through CWirftVetiti^'Btf 
all things. Let them vdw and prtWnise, binf Kfefe 
lis cleavie to him with fuir purpose of heart, Iftjf 
** he thrit abideth in me, and '!;hi him,^^ 
same bringeth forth much' fruit. ' ' 

' * This is the way, Charles, Walk yt in it. 

Pr4y give ihy kind love to Mr. '>^;, ^13^^ 
Mary/and all friendsi and accept the same rrdiii 
your loving and willing servant^ 
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, rOraee. mercy, and peace be with thee, through 
the only Mediator and Advocate ox the sons of 

men. 

.(•' ^/ ^'j • ) ' • ' .' \' -,■' /: ii 

J: sLNO\tr the Lord will fulfil the promises'tlliifi^lie 
has mziAeito the poor sensible smn^s, ^£(0 fe^t 
^heif uleed of him, and seek him with all tbeit* 
joeabt.::) ^iddh^s not sent his Sou inta the" wot4d 
*b(iSlhtbe'righteou«> but sinners to rependanccT; 
cthei wholie^^<y nc^ need the Physiefi^n,^>ut ttidn 
jdwt>ki«iaeioi>TOob as are sick of tbci* owii 
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^ ,ojf,^h^ c^^sl ,a,ccps^tions of Satan; ,it, ^% 
t^e,l^^t,^eejd the good Physician, an<^ (Glo^ 
has provided one, ^nd ja, suitable aud ^kilful 
one. .None ever died under his hands, nor. did 
anj^^evec.fail of|i.cvirc wjio yame to him; \* as 
ix)9.^y^as touched him were made >vhole/\pf 
whatever disease they had. 

.. ij^ut^uffei* me to give thee a little instruction 
iabout the Lord's way of dealing with poor 
wounded souls. Was the Lord to step in and 
heal us as soon as bur calamities come on, 
the work would be so transient, the impres- 
sion so shallow,, and the sensation so tran- 
sitory, as soon to be forgotten by us; and Sataa 
would set in, arid tempt us to believe that it 
was all done by diance^-^^d tJii^ttrVi^^ M^^f 
under no obligation to the Saviour for it^ and 
so make u$ fruitless and barren : therefore God 
seads trouble and distress upon us, ,^ apd his 
Holy Spirit makes intercession for us with 
gtQanifl^. that cannpt be uttered. TJaerk^t 
^^ kept cryiogday and night umohitMjjwfeilt 
}}e;see9is to turn a deaf . ear to^tbieiliv bpaiiri^ 
jLtMig' with thefl>; and yet be. williavtcngeLitfaodii 
of ftH* their spiritual ad ve:rsayie9» Naw ; (iod'B 
4^^y9^^e-inteAde4l to mak/e usimpoittiwner.t* 
f gtftcijj ^nd to kumh\p us ;•. ta .exerobfe pat^ekicc^ 



4[:ai& ^e morfc iSbsfmraie; that the ddiveranct 
-may: be the bi^re cat^picvons, the sense df it 
^enttidre.jlastkig', auri that ^n»c 'niay bt the 
iitwjre tiiaiikful to God far It when it comes. 
-Itlmiyaii tnay see hhthe thtidren of Istael in 
Egy|>t. God teMs Moses tfcat he had heard 
"^tVieir gfoa^iiflgs, and wsis cotnb down to dirfi- 
i*r tbeiii* But behold how raiik-masters trere 
' set over them, and a double -tale of brickfe 
•demdnddi), tbotrgh no stra\r \ras aMowed, 
■ Hid. the old mcfn wtnrt beaten for ijot doftrg 
^ ^vSat' tliey conld nor^^erfoitti. ''But at'tfbe R^ 
'4Se^ ih^ saV <jFOd*s goodness tofhenicelves, und 
^*|vttr{ty tovf^aVdstheEg'yptirfnl' You may like- 
wise see this same divine conduct With re- 
^■^itC "to potfr Lazarus/ whose sisters -sent to 
'^iilsifi slaying, ''^ Behold, he whom thou lovert 
-fef^akjfe.-' Jfeftns abode 'still •^hei'e he was, soon 
kfter which Lazarus'died ; even then he trould 
-'ftfcf^b; but 'stayed trU they had barred him, 
''Trtifrh ^e ^vent Had he gonte Sooner, the tnan 
would have been cUred; or bad he raised hhn 
as' seen 'a^ dead, some would have said that 
he was not dead ; but when buried and stink- 
ing, 'thcii it was a resurrection; and this is 
^called ihe'^ory of ^6d. Cod promises *"* power 
to the faint, and to them that have no might 
he ingreaseth strength." God will secure thfe 
glory of all salvation to himself, and be wifl 
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and then the ciiiewilbhe^e^rdliaUj'einbracedy' m 
lasting impresisiaii wUl be.kft.bchbid, and gm* 
titude and thfrnksgivang wil) Tcdound to the 
glory of God.. The poor /man wbb' entreated 
the SaviottT toio^mc ami ^eal .hb Htde. daN^lt- 
ter. Was interns pted by tbc$ wotnan with )Xfr 
iiwe; when there , came a servant fr^nai .the 
tnan's house, sayings ^* Thy daughter i^ daadit 
vhy troublest *hou the toaster aUy fwthfNV*' 
Thb was one of Job's comforters. But.rCticlst 
*aid to the man> ^ Fear t not, only beli^Te,{ and 
sl^t shall be made wliole." And sp ^y.J'vtb 
thee. '* The ^ needy shaH not always Ijerf^ngpMr 
ten, the expectation of the ^poorvab^ll D^t;v {«<> 
-rish' for ever.". , , . . - -v. 

I reached Lay kiti Heath, and preaohedi^bere 
on Wednesday: evening, but the place- was-rftoo 
small by half ;*ri>e next day. 1 reached I^o^ck^n 
by seven o'clock. r ^ 

Farewell, that the Lord may ^trengthei^ (9^d 
support thee, is the earnest prayer of, <leaCrS^ 
ter, your willing servant in Chriat, 

I 

I .• ' ' * 

N. B. — ^Tender my most obliging resip^ects to 
your spouse aixd^si^ter, and tdl then}, J .do, not 
forgetthem-. V !.. i 

■ " . . ■ \ • 
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ccccxcv^ . . 

Februa^ 28, 1601. 

Dem* Sister and companion in tcibnlation^ ' . !tJi; 
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Y ouR« came sa^fe to hand, wbereiii jfin cp^*^, 
plain that you have not been sick of your pwji 
ways, nor made to hate sin because it if ^s*. 
honourable to God, &c. There^are two.g)^^ 
in the word of Gpd, in which sin ^.d^^'^ 
ve^ed; first in the law; " by the Jaw is l^c^ 
knowledge of sin/* This sight of sin is attcn4|^ 
with slavish Jear, and motions, of seif-prqser- 
vation; hence we are commanded to.flpe, ^^. 
the wrath to come ; and Christ is called. ^ 1^^^ 
ing'pla^e ffom the storm, and a covert fron^ t^ 
tempest. This is called foreseeing tJie evil> a|\^ 
hiding one's self: hence the common cry, " Wli^^j;. 
shfrll I do to be saved }'' But the sight and r^ep^ 
i>f sin, Mhich you speak of, is that which ^^^. 
ncrs have at tlieir deliverance; as in Job, y^ 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashe^^ 
When?— When God turned the captivity .of 
Job. And so say^ God, " I will write my laws; 
in their hearts, and m their minds ^ will l^pi^ 
them; from all their filthiness, and .froai^,aU 
their idols will I cleanse them ;"^ — " Then shall 
yon rem.^mber your own evil way /s> wh^^ w§i;e 
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not good, and shall abhor yourselves in your 
own sight, for your iniquities, ^vhen I am paci-^ 
fied towards you^.** 

Bondage to the fear of death is a character- 
istic of an elect sinner. Christ came to deliver 
them, " ivtbo^ Jthroughtbe fear of' death> were 
all their life-time subject to bondage." Natural 
<56hvlctfofis do not drive souls totallupon Gocf. 
is ybu' thky see by the Egypthni in the Red 
S^a, dnd by those rtien who accused the adul- 
f^^Dtis- wohiati to Christ. The Egyptians ' fled 
fftrnnf God,^ tfnd the accusers all went away from 
Gftris't, one by otie ; not one of all these calFedT 
li^oti' God for mercy. 

^^*The thoughts that you mention to have had, 
oF'being in distress all your life, are common to 
pdbt sinners at their firist awakening, suppos- 
ing that by these means we may atone for our 
pkit offences, or have onr punishment in this 
wbrltf : but God's chastisements are to make us 
ffel tJuip need of Christ, and that we may be the 
ihdre ' thankful for him, when it pleases God to 
.ft veal him. ** No temptation hath taken you, 
bift w^hat is common to man ;" and, though at 
fibt ■ we are terrified beyond measure at them, 
vet: * when we come to know that such is tfee 
lot of all, and that Satan's predictions jof 6iir 
ruin come not to pass, the force abates, "and^We 
. giet fess terrified at them, knowing they are Sft- 
. tan s fiery darts, iSt^ not otlr siiis. Sataiv curses 
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find siijiF6ftr9, ^a«d wehate him ibr '^; ^ f^o^ 
fets a va*Ql> before our^^nouth^ wd ktepikM^Jiip 
door of our lipsj that Satan's .9»th«,^nld :Mt 
he ^t^rpd by cmi 90iM:l)a* Tt^re is in »% ^\i, 
hy n#ture^ the l^al ieayen pf a flelfrrigfe^9|^ 
spirit, wfcich leads u,s .ipto a dry, ^tjflF, de^fjw- 
malityjn prayw, and ipto pf^^vishncss: and fE(?(;- 
fulnetfc if w^ oaoffiiot pprfofM) o^r ^a$.k* fil¥t 
Gqd rs«u/r:e8i nat svich long pwy^rjJ, jpqr.^r^ ftp 
hc^i^d '^ *pur n^ch /^peakingt : T^e i^iklfi h t^e 
vbrst pray^r4>9pk. pod tjeills us J:o oall UfKHi hA9i 
Jtt the rtii^e gf /fro^ibk, aBtd that hd will dcjlivjir 
u$^ aiad w0.sthall glorify hjm^ . A £4vr minutef^.^in 

4 

prayer,, fiiequehtly put up, as our tfqijUiJJg^ 

abciuod^ taw bwt To4?ray ©pd fco Iwfip it$^om 

the)erils wo/i*a4-, to pardon iiv^ fw tfee §^Q)attd 

.salififaptioaof Chri^; toigivf M^isubggiMtOAc^P 

lUs w^h* and strengih' ami p^tie^Kse eqi¥^*to.^ 

oaypvtot teach and k»struc(i Wi tAm^f M^iTBMy 

kno^^'^bis mind and will oocoaBtting oucsitli/eB; 

that h£ would keep us from filing -ofc^ 

grboe ofMGod, or from coming short of the ipcQ- 

^ mised ^tat ; thait he would reveal hte.dear -Sm 

inw^y that he would ;load lus.into bia oudiiWBjes, 

and keep us by his power. . We .shouldi:lik<yw&e 

plead the promises andiencoum^vutnts that be 

;;holds forth in ;Gh»^ to sensible sispeiis^iVid, 

jabovt ralK the appouitnvent aod great nndi^* 

-taklngSL of Chria/t, .19^0. aays V He has anfttottd 

me;;tfi|)t}3achgoQdiidingsjU>itbo:mcok> bftidlis 
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9tiit ^int t6 bind' up the hrdkeo-henttedy fo 
'iliicdou^ th^ tempted, to seek and save the lo6t> 
*W cfcll iShliert to i'epeiitance, to'enHghten them 

« 

<^hat*sit'Jn datkiptess, t*opeB the prison to them 
^Istm tstt bodnd, to set at liberty themf that ar« 
^l^rui^cdjto'givc rest tt) them that labour and are 

heavy ladeti, to pbuv water on them that are 
- tttrsty, to speak a ivord in due seasoi^ to thevx 
^fhat ai^e weary, to teach the ignorant and them 
^t^ast are out of thfe way, and to ffeed thclto that 
' «re ready to perish."- And God '«a^s, ^ He 
'Ihkll gather his sheep like a shepherd, darry the 
-Iambs itl hi^ arms, and gtatly lead those that 
* att' with y&uBg." — ^' A bnitsed reed shall he not 
^^htesACf and smoking Hax shall he not quench ;' 
^ifbd'tJh^ Ysles: ^1)d)l wait fpr his law.'' And» as 
<^l>il!r'bleMi^d Lbrd was anmnted md appointed, 
^and^sM>t: lo'd<» these things for poor distressed 
y tinners, atvd for no otl^rs, therefore he says, 
: ^^^iie wJide need not the phystoian, biit/ those 
' ilhat am sick ;'* and " Wo to yo«i that are fuU ;" 

mp do the wise^ and prudent ; and iodeed 
iiwb ito'BU that never feel therr need vf auiah a 
•<~iimst Messed, most presck>us^ and compassionate 

«j i m'Kdw. for the dream — which I think is>a<6i- 
, i ^Mntsble xme: The place of our nativity h* this 
^wld '/iscni God says, *^ Come out from among 
l^tfaem^i' mid 'I^ will receive yooi*' &c-. Little 
^ «|)it!^h(i$^i;re aofnpafed to Vittaj^s; 



to vine^ R^ad Sdng vii. M. *Dark'?ch^in-» 
bers^ of imagery are m the hutnati heart, ^^k 
regioM of the shadow of death. Arid 'the 4a w^ 
or mount Sinai, is <!a!!ed bhckness, daffeiifcss,*' 
&c. which we feel nic^e or less. The laf ge sqtiSfb 
r^srnn is enlargement of hearty by a seiise^<>f 
GckP^ love. David says, " Thou ha^t set injr^ 
ftlbt ins, large room,'* which is liberty: *TIife 
other woman, no doubt, is sister B: ; Th'e t^ft 
is Christ, "Salvation will God appoint for'^v^lfe 
and bulwarks.^ And, as salvation is alone* fii' 
Cbriw, he says, ** I will be a wall of fire round 
about them, and the glory in the mMat '6f 
them/' Salt is grace ; " Have salt iit yotif- 
<6dlves,i (says Christ), and be at peace dne-wJth 
atiotber/' The best salt that can be cast at thfs ' 
wialViS' the gracious words and promises^6f- 
Christ, .which should be pieadi^d' in' prar^/- 
" liCt all ^your words [says Paul] be seasoni^d - 
widi salt." Stars in the wait signify sahltsi 
Christ. is the wall, and ail believers in fa'Ml ' 
" -shall shine as the brightness of th^ ^rm^^ 
meat, and they that turn many to righModfih 
ness as- the stars for ever and ever." Getting into 
the wall is entering into the presence, favour^ 
and love of God, through Christ Jesus; where 
we " come to the general assembly, and charch 
of the first-born." Read Heb. xii. 3& The 
King' in his heauty, is Christ shining into the 
heart, giving us •* the light of the knowledge 
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Qf^t^jgl^Fy^^f Gojl ia tlie face erf Jcius Christ.*' 
S^Gftr. iy* fi; I kpQW hot wlwt the blapk figjare 
i^y;j^ce{>t it be death; aad, as Jesus I)ath de- * 
sti^^, deajtlx as a penal evil, and disarn^ed 
Uin,f^f. his sting, which is $io, and turned it 
il^i^a.^, ^le^p,. and as Paul says, " All things 
afe^ ones, whether life or defi^h;" in this s^ense 
th!5;face of death i 4 not dreadful; for, when 
these cqfrruptfble bodies shall put on incorrup* 
t\f>fi^ a WDi^derful new face of things will ap- 
pear,, and until our change comes we must abide* 
ii^.the means* and the Lord's word, one Ayay 0t 
other^ will drop upon us as the rain. Deut, t 
xxxii, 2« . > 

: tGive my kind love to your sister, and ,hus-* . 
band, and tell him, that he will iind it as I 
ha^e- done— that vanity and vexation of sdul^ 
attend all the things of this life — ^^that de&truci-/ 
tipn and misery are in every sinner's ways, arid 
by nature the way of peace they know not Iiv 
Clwtilt's favour there is life and peace, joy ^and 
hop^e, but no where else. And, if he spends hiis 
time in seeking the better part that cannot be 
taken awav, he will find more cash in his/ 
pqc^pt, and more peace in his mind. 

Pear friends, adieu. Grace, mercy, and . 
peace, be with you all through Christ. So prays/* 
doair'frieuds, « • • 'c 

W. IL S; S.:\ 
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CCCCXCVI. 

DBAK SIR, 

Qrwce, mercy, and peace, be with thee, throagh our 
Lord aod Saviour Jesos Christ. 

I HAKE bold to send these few Uncs to know 
if God heard my prayer, in sendiBg^he ladies 
safe home, and if any disaster happened to 
your little one during the stay of its mother 
in town, aod if all was well at their return? 
Likewise to tell you how heartily glad I shall 
be to see you, hoMr welcome you will be to me, 
and to any thing that I have, and that my 
soul was thankful to my God, when your 
spouse told me' how you observed my couiiftel» 
and separated yourself from this untoward ge- 
neration, and that you were seeking the bet* 
ter part that cannot be taken from us. The 
Lord prosper you, and crown your endeavours 
with success, that you may know the sinner's 
only friend for yourself, and share in bis pre«> 
cious blood and righteousness, which cleaoses 
OS from all sin, and justifies us before God. 
Jesus died in our room and stead; he bore our 
sins in his own body on the tree ; and, as our 
Surety, paid the debt of suffering for us, that 
we might not perish, but have everlasting life. 
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He says — " I Jay down my life for the sheep,, 
and I give to my sheep everlasting life^ and 
none shall pluck them out of my hands." 

1 liita stucli in hope that God sent me to 
Downham for your good, as I have you (to- 
gether, with lihe ladies) continually upon my 
mind in prayer, that God may keep you .from 
the paths of the destroyer, from the broad way, 
and the wide gate that' leads to destruction, for 
many there be that go in thereat. But Grod 
promises to put his fear in our hearts, that wc 
may not depart from him ; and dieclares that he 
•^ill never turn from us to do us good. 

Tender m^ kind love to R., M., and to my 
Jioor old mother at Littleport, when you see 
lier. Excuse haste. God bless thee ; mercy and* 
tVufti bei with thee, so prays your willing and 
affectionate servant in Christ Jesus, 

W. HuiWTINGTON* 
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CCCCXCVII. 



BEAR SI|tj| 



March i2, trnXL'* 



I THAKK y6u for the kind tespecW you or^ 
dered to be put in your spouse^s and siker's 
lttt)dt» to me, srs respects and kiiHl irislies sel- 

VOL« IIU li 
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dom fall to my share, but plenty of the reverse. 
^Nevertheless, knovviDg my own former suffer- 
ings, aiid present peace, the terrors of God, and 
the sweetness of Christ, I continue at the good 
old employ, though it is through evil report 
and good report; as a deceiver, an.d yet true; 
as unknown, and yet well known. 

Let me, my dear Sir, advise thee to shun as 
much as possible the counsels and compajuy of 
this wicked world. Stand not in the way of 
sinners, nor sit in the seat of tbfe scornful; who 
despise that religion which alone can save them: 
no, nor upite with the oppressors of the day, 
for I tell thee, that I am un/der a great mistake 
if there is not at this time an awful judgment 
hanging over Great Britain. Time will tell 
you what this means; but either popery, s,wprd,. 
or pestilence is coming qn ; I think the la^tter, 
unless the cries of the humble should prevent 
it. The mercenary, the wanton, the scoffer at 
God, and the drunkard, will all applaud a 
spendthrift and a jovial companion; but when 
sickness comes on, and conscience accuses the 
poor creature; when death stares him in the 
face, and God's tribunal makes him tremble; 
these are physicians of no value ; they are just 
like the Jewish high-priest, and the scribes, 
who rejoiced at Judas's inteqtioi^ of betraying 
his Lord. They were glad, they cpvenaDited 
with him, they agreed to give him uioney ; but 
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when they had got him in the trap, and the 
wrath of God, the curse of the law, and Satan 
himself all at once entered into him, then the 
poor creature in all the pains of hell went to 
them and confessed his sin : " I have sinned, 
and betrayed innocent blood." But all their 
answer was, " What is that to us ? see thou to 
that.** Miserable comforters were these, though 
all of them in the same guilt. And sure I am' 
that no poor sinner, in a dying hour, ' can get 
any better comfort from ungodly companions, 
now-a-days, than Judas did. Spend your time 
in business, and in your own family, and have 
no more to do with the wicked than in buy- 
ing and selling; and neither you nor yont 
family will repent for taking this my coun- 
sel. My kind love to wife and sisters, and ex- 
cuse haste, as it is written in the night, having 
much work on my hands. Dear Sir, adieu ! 
Grace, mercy, and peace be with thee; so 
prays thy willing servant in the blessed gospel 
of the Son of God,' 

Wm. Huntington. 
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CCCCXCVIII. 

April 13^ 1601. 
DEAR SISTER, 

I LONG to know how you go on, and wheih^ 
the good Lord still exercises and tries you. as 
he says he will ; ^^ I will purify them as silver is 
purified, and try them as gold is tried, and they 
shall call upon my name ; and I will say, It is 
my people ; and they shall say, The Lord is 
xny God." These things are not joyous, but 
grievous; not pleasing, but profitable; and they 
furnish our mouths with many pleas, as was the 
case with David : " I will be glad, and rejoice 
in thy mercy, for thou hast considered my trou- 
ble; thou hast known my soul in adversity, and 
hast not shut me up in the hand of the enemy ; 
thou hast set my feet in a large room." All 
sorts of trouble beset us at the strait gate; 
hence the Saviour tells us to strive to enter in 
at the strait gate, for '^ strait is the gate and 
narrow is the way that leads to life, and few 
there be that find it/' The strait gate is Christ 
himself, who leads us into the presence^ love, 
joy, and favour of God, " in whose favour [the 
Psalmist says] there is life," 

This gate is said to lead to life, to liberty^ \» 
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justification, and into marvellous light : hence 
it is called entering into the joy of the Lord, 
and coming under, the sweet influence of free, 
sovereign grace. Therefore Paul calls it having 
access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand, and rejoicing in hope of the glory of 
God. And the Saviour says, " He that enters 
in by this gate shall go in and out, and find 
pasture.** All the difficulty lies at the entrance. 
'^ Strive.to enter in," &c. At this gate all sorts 
of enemies beset us ; tempting and accusing 
devils; a guilty and an accusing conscience; 
our sins stare us in the face ; unbelief and carnal 
reason, hardness of heart, with perplexing doubts, 
fears, terrors, horrors, and tormenting thoughts 
about the day of death, of judgment, and future 
misery ; misgivings of heart, till heart and flesh 
both fail ; besides enmity, rebellion, and hard 
thoughts of the Lord himself; opposition from 
the World, and the contempt of those that are 
^t ease ; darkness, blindness, and ignorance of 
the word of God ; shame and confusion of face 
before the Almighty : — All these, and many 
more, sorely beset us at the strait gate : but the 
Lord kept me seeking, knocking, thinking, and 
crying, till I got in, where I found the devil 
and all confidence in the flesh were shut out. I 
really received the kingdom of God as a little 
phild, and as ^ little child I entered therciiu 
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Old things passed away, and* all things became 
new. 

At this gate we must importune, beg bard^^ 
and take no denial; must plead the promises 
and the mercies of Christ; the invitations and 
encouragements that God gives us in his word; 
and the more discouragements we meet with, 
the more earnest must we be, for " hie that 
overcomes shall inherit all things/* The Saviour 
knows our infimiities and sore trials, and will 
not contend for ever, but will incline his ear 
and make bare his arm in due time, saying, 
** Turn away thine eyes from me, for thou hast 
overcome me." 

Dear Sister, adieu. Tender my respects to 
Mr. M- and sister, and believe me to be. 

Your willing servant for Christ's sake, 

W. H..S.S. 



CCCCXCIX. 

Bolneyj Sussex^ Jane 6, 1811. 
DEAR FJEUjEKD IN THE LORD, 

W iSHiNG mercy and truth in Christ Jesus to 
be with thee and thine, is the daily and conti- 
nual prayer of thy poor, unworthy servant in 
Christ Jesus. I have been preaching here in a 
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barn for this fortnight past, where I have re- 
ceived a letter from poor B. My feelings for 
her in her trouble are ^uch as I know not how 
to write, lest I should add afflictions to her 
bonds, for no names or reproaches have been* 
too bad for ine, nor can I expect any other, 
Christ was called Beelzebub, his disciples sin- 
ners, and Paul a pestilent fellow, a sower of se- 
dition, and an heretick. And God declares 
that all, who will live godly in Christ Jesus, 
must suffer persecution, more or less. How- 
ever, we must obey God rather than men. The 
man in the parable, that was invited to attend, 
and to feed upon the word preached, who ex- 
cused himself, saying, " I have married a wife,- 
and therefore cannot come," was excluded the 
feast, and not suffered to taste of the supper. 

And now, my dear friend, as I expect you 
soon in town, I drop these few lines to inform 
you when I return to London, lest you should 
come when I am absent. If God permit, I hope 
to be there on Wednesday, the l6th of June, 
when I shall be glad to see you. My kind love 
to your spouse and sister, and accept the same 
from 

Your affectionate friend and servant, 

W. H. S. S. 
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October 17^, 1801, 

iV^iTH no small degree of pleasure did I receive 
my dear friend's letter. Those whom Christ 
phooses out of it the world is sure to hate ; uor 
have Christ and his saints any greater enemies 
than those who have gospel doctrine in their 
head; a form of godliness in profession, legal 
bondage in their conscience, carnal enmity in 
their mind, and this world in their heart. Fear 
none of them, Mary ; thou hast found favour 
with God, and greater is he that is in thee than 
he that is in the world. God ^ives thee a 

mouth and wisdom : he has chosen the weak to 

1 • . 

confound the strong. One poor, convinced, 
self-condemned sinner, who feels the plague of 
his own heart, is abased under a sense of it, and 
feels the impressions of God's justice, holiness, 
truth, and terrible majesty, has more of God, 
and of real diyinity in him, than all the formal- 
ists, hypocrites, and impostors in the world; for 
^one can have more of the devil in them than 
those who profess the name of Christ, and yet 
hate the poor, the needy, and the little ones of 
his family. They who hate the brotherhood arc 
of the devil, and none can have a more despica- 
yi^ parent. These very professors are tb^ bei^t 
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friendsi you hs^ve, though they me^ not so 
to be. 

In the bible God has drawn the portraits of 
3uch professors, and you now see the liviijig pic* 
tures« It is by these means God tes^che^ us to 
read likenesses ; and*he sornetimes raises up a 
whole assembly of suqh, merely to instruct on.e 
chosen vessel, as you read ; and no wonder, for 
God will give nations for his saints, and people 
for their life. These sheep in appearance think 
to bribe God and conscience, but all in vain, 
*' for the congregation of hypocrites shall be 
desolate, and the fire [of wrathj shall consume 
the tabernacles of bribery," Job xv. 34. How 
do these wandering stars shine in our eyes while 
we are wallowing in the horrible pit ? But, 
when the condescending bridegroom says to us, 
" Friend, go up higher," with what shame and 
indignation do tfiey give place, and in our eyes 
take the lowest room ! Then how they try to 
pull their scanty veil to hide the cheat ! But 
their bed is too short, and their covering too 
Sfcanty : the more they attempt to cover, the more 
naked they appear; and the more they prate, the 
more empty they seem. Their ointment sends 
forth a stinking savour; and the more they 
rage with vain confidence, the more arrogant 
and presumptuous are they in our eyes. Blessed 
be my most benign, reverend, and revered Fa- 
ther iu Christ Jesus, who instructs us with a 
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Strong hand, ttbat we should not walk id' their^ 
way, nor say ' a confederacy* with them. 

Hundreds* of pulpits have echoed with rkge 
against the poor Coalheaver e\^ei*since the-libVtf 
hath opeuied my mouth : biit lione df thV^fe' 
things movfe me; the evil body ofsiu atfd d^ath* 
that I carry about with me is my greatest grief. 
' But all, who have the hope of Israel, are tlound' 
with this chain. A certain Baptist preacher, 
who belaboured me for ten years, lias lately 
left off* preaching, and turned Moravian, con- 
fessing that he did not believe God ever sethim 
at the work. Another is lately gone mad; and 
a third,' who hampered us for nearly ten years, 
has fled from a large family. The gobd Lord 
knows them that put their trust in him. 

My kind love to poor old mother, R. and C. 
and tell him he is welcome to me. God bless 

you all; So prays 

W. H. S. S. 
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Cricklewood^ December 25j 180^ 

DtARLY beloved in God, called to be saints, 
and ordained to future glory; grace, mcrty, 
and peace be multiplied, through the'kno^ledg6' 
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of Christ Jesus, my/ Lord and yonrs. I can 
clearly see the growth of your souls. You arc 
eoriched by the Lord Jesus in knowledge, in 
utterance, and in spiritual understanding, 
abounding in hope and expectation^ in oonfi^ 
dence, zeal, and love, towards the name of our 
Lord esus Christ; and slwrtly^ very shortly; 
will the old man^ with his infidelity, hardness,^ 
carnal reasoning, and blindness of nHud, get 
out of credit, and sink down under the new 
man, so as never more to rise, to reign and rule: 
He gioes up and down now^ almost at an equi-* 
poise ;.l)ut will ere long be so buried as that the 
new man will be raised up in you* The more 
you are opposed, the rnore will God equip you, 
and give you, as he did me, a mouth and wis- 
dom as a flowing brook, which all your adver- 
saries shall never be able to gainsay nor resist. 
" Upright men will be astonished at this." Job, 
the innocent, shall stir up himself against the 
hypocrite. I he Holy Ghost deposits his secret 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge in the heart, 
which is done imperceptibly to us ; but, when 
fook oppose or perishing 5ouls ask questions, 
" the words of wisdom are a flowing brook, and 
counsel in the heart is as deep waters." The 
Spirit stirs it up, and then it springs, and out 
it flows, to refresh and encourage an honest 
seeker, and to baffle and confound an envious 
hypocrite. 



You will see the hand of God towards hit 
^rvants, and his indignation towards his ene*- 
}nies, as already has appeared in the untimely 
death of one, and the broken bones of ano* 
ther* It is hard to kick against the pricks, 
to fight against God, or to sport at the con- 
vincing and convicting work of the Holy Spirit 
in the souls of God's elect, which will never 
pass unresented. ^' He that toucheth you 
toucheth the apple of his eye/' He will give 
nations for his saints, and people for their life : 
a thousand shall fall by their side, and ten thou- 
sand at their right-hand; but no plague shall 
come nigh the dwelling of those who make the 
mo$t high God their habitation. ' 

I should not wonder if you were to see their 
little building of strange materials — hay, Straw, 
stubble, instead of gold, silver, precious stones 
— scattered into all winds, so that no two of 
them would hang together. God says, '^ The 
congregation of hypocrites shall be desolate,'' 
and fire shall consume the tabernacles of bri- 
bery; for their consciences are bribed by a 
few dead works and outward formality, while 
the soul is dead to God. Let them alone ; 
keep close, and watch the good hand of your 
God, and he will make manifest who are his, 
and discover the contrary part. 

Some time ago I sent you an account of one 
lyho had been raised to hope^ and another 



brought out, at Leicester and Grantham ; and 
R. sent me word that she hoped it would 
be so at Downham, which I think will be the 
case, and that ere long it will appear. Though 
I preached only once or twice at Biggleswade, 
a poor young man, who then heard me, soon 
after came to town, got into a good place of 
work, and is now brought forth ; another youth 
is still there in bonds, waiting an opportunity to 
come to town also as soon as his age will per- 
mit. The rest I believe to be in a cold, dead, 
and dismal state, having a name to live whilst 
dead to God — a form of godliness without the 
power. O, what a deception is this! 

I am pleased with the tidings of poor C. 
God preserve him and bless him, that he may 
be my joy, and the crown of my rejoicing, iu 
the great day of Je$us Christ. Tell him to keep 
close, to shun the company of this world, to be 
diligent in business, pitiful to the poor and 
needy, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord ; that 
he give his mind to reading, which helps medi- 
tation, furnishes us with an answer to fools, and 
with wisdom to guide the meek. The Bible is 
Christ's will and testament, all the treasures in 
it are the portion of the heirs of promise, and 
God will most surely perform and make good 
every part thereof to all his children, both in 
this life and in that which is to come, which is 
grace here and glory hereafter. Pray for one 
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another, as -I continually do for you ^1, and 
keep a good conscience, thsLt hone may ever 
harm jt)u. 

I thank you for the contents of the little 
box, and shall be glad to see the son of my vows 
when he can come. My kind love to Mrs. R. 
md old Mrs. W. 

Ever yours in Christ Jesus, 

W.H. S.S- 



Dir. 

The Cabin, five o^clock in the Morning, 

Dec. 27, 1801. 

Dear Sister in the Lord Jesus Christ ; 

Faith and patience be with thee. Your letter, 
which was brought me last night, has made me 
very low. I have often of late been indulged 
with much freedom in prayer for the poor out- 
landish saints; and, having long been grieved 
for the afflictions of Joseph, was in hopes that I 
should have been favoured with some good tid- 
ings, seeing God promises to rei^tore comforts 
to Ephraim and to his mourners, for thoSe who 
sow in tears are to reap in joy. 

When I read my dear friend's letter I found 
myself turbulent and rebel^ous, till these 
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thoughts came into my mind :— Job rose early, 
offered a burnt-ofFering for all his children, and 
sent and sanctified them, lest they should have 
sinned ; and he went on with this till a wind 
from the wilderness smote the house, and killed 
a,ll the ten together. Yet this man was one of 
the brightest men, stood as high in the divine 
favour, and obtained as glorious a testimony^ 
^nd as good a report of God through faith, as 
any man that ever hved. This consideration 
silenced my murmuring, and shut my mouth. 
Then I considered how cordially God loved hi$ 
deal' Son, and yet what a sea of suiTerings he 
waded through; and further, how God declares 
** all that I love I rebuke and chasten, and 
scourge every son whom I receive ; and, if ye 
are without chastisement, ^vhereof all cire par- 
takers, then are ye bastards and not sons." Well 
(thought I) to be a bastard in God's sight is to 
be at ease, to be put off with a portion in this 
life, ^nfl to have no part in the kingdom of God 
and pf Christ, Surely my dear friends are no 
bastards. God does not spare th^ rod, for he 
that dqe? hateth his sou. " Iniquity is bound 
in the heart, and the rod of correction shall 
^rive it out."— r*' Thou shalt beat him with the 
rod, and save his soul from hell," says So- 
lomon. 

If these then are the blessings of afflictions, 
if these ^re the fruits and effects of chastise- 
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inents, let us be subject to the Father of spirits^ 
that we may live. God*s wisdom is infinite, his 
judgments are a great deep, and his ways past 
finding out You know not God's eternal pur- 
pose in the afflictions of your poor little boy; 
^' There hath no temptations taken you but such 
as are common to man/' All manner of bias* 
phemy and concupiscencie are mentioned in 
scripture, *' Dust shall be the serpent's meat,*' 
Says Isaiah. Flesh and blood are dust and ashes; 
and Satan, being a most vile, foul, filthy crea* 
ture, can feed upon nothing else but the filth 
and dregs of human nature, which came at first 
from him; and he stirs them up, feeds upon 
and delights in them ; and, when he cannot 
obtain these pleasing baits, he is filled with des* 
peration, and influences our souls with confu* 
sion, rage, and revenge, being desperate at the 
power of God, which counteracts him, and at 
the goodness and mercy of God for protecting 
and saving us. When he can swell us with pride 
and rebellion, that feeds his ambition : when 
he is suffered to cast his fiery darts, that eases 
his desperate mind ; when he can torment us, 
he wreaks his rage and vents his spleen, till, re* 
fleeting on the joys he has lost, and fearing the 
judgment that is to come, these stir him up 
till his desperation boils up and»runs over again. 
But uncleanness is a kind of opium which 
amuses him, so that he pursues this branch of 
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trade above all others, as a stupifyiog remedy 
fov an incurable' and eternal distemper. And» 
when God rebukes him^ and he is obliged to 
leave us, then, as our Lord says; ^' he walks 
through dry places seeking rest/' but findetb 
tione. Dry places are the hearts of the saintSy 
in which he cannot reign and rule: this disquiets 
him, and makes him restless. . , 

But fear not, Mary, your faith gains ground} 
and I can see it. If faith can stand, maintam 
its hold, and- live in the furnace, in deep waters^ 
and in the field of. action, we are. sure it. can 
^taud and triumph upon th^ mount, under the 
banner, and in the banqueting house. . Your 
faith has got a fast hold of the truth : you Still 
helieve, and expect the fulfilment of the pro- 
mise ; yea more, yQur faith has got a fast hold 
of Christ's power : ^^ Let him, says God, take 
hold of my strength, and he shall make peacQ^ 
with me." We are kept by the power of God 
through faith. But I can see more. Now and 
then faith catches at, and for a while holds the 
ihercy* of God in Christ ; and it is this that 
moves your bowels, meekens your mind, melts 
your heart, and draws out an unfeigned flow of 
gratitude to God. But this does not abide long. 
Never mind ; stand fast, and struggle ort^ there 
is but one thing* wanting to crown the work and 
iix the heart, and that is what John nientions^ 
'' We havie believfed the love that God hath to 

' VOL. III. s 



us: God it love*" When this it laud hdd ^ 
and brought in, thy whole soul will dissolve a«d 
iaw like oil, sound like a harfv and soar ataft 
Kke an eagle ; and then you will indeed be di- 
vinely ravished — z silly dove without any part 
of your heart upon earth — a mere machiuei a 
skdeton, a carcase, ashpw, without one tlxwight 
at command, or one a£^tion upon earth, when 
this text will be fulfilled, ^ My son, give me 
thy heart.** Time, Mary, will tell whether J 
am a false prophet or a true one. They thst 
mourn shall he comforted. Look for these 
thmgs, and tell C. to do the same. This best 
wine is k^t till last God bless you both« 
So says 

Yodrs in the furnace, 

S.& 



DHL 



MsrchtflOS. 



My clearly beloved Brother, in opr Lord JesQs 

Christ, 

Jb oa such I believe I may call thee, being per* 
suaded thou hast gotten that good thing ia 
thy heart that will not be taken away. Indeed^ 
k is meet for me to think this of you all, see* 
ing you are in my heart, and are daily brought 
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ta liny mind both in the morning and evening 
oblations : almost in every prayer of mine the 
poor islanders come into my mind, with a ' Pray 
remember me.' And I bless my God that I 
have a confidence he will not suffer me to seek 
bis face nor call upon him in vain. I believe 
that you have already felt, in some degree, in«* 
ward peace, satisfaction, and tranquillity of 
mind ; that you have been led to see something 
of God's government and management of the 
world ; that you have had some views of his 
kind providence towards you^ and have seen 
something of his judgments, which you cannot 
ascribe to fortune or blind chance. 

You have tasted and relished something of 
a sweetness in the name of Christ, and at 
times have felt such a sense of his presence^ 
and of his protecting care of you, that is not 
natural to all men; and you have latterly 
found some degree of love, gratitude, and 
thankfulness to him, such as you never had 
before* Some sins, which before were taken 
no notice of, nor considered to be evil, appear 
now with more deformity than usual; and a 
feeling sense and full persuasion of your being 
in tiie hand of God, and that you are preserved 
and kept by his power, are what at times you 
bave felt and firmly believed. Thus far I know 
you have gone, as I went on at first: and you 
ve now looking out, and at time^ expecting, 

• 2 
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that God will shcM^ you something more of the 
evil of your own nature; ^nd even this you 
would rather have than be suffered to go 
back to vanity and vexation of soul, for this 
M'orld affords nothing else; and this all know 
who have tasted that God is gracious. My hope 
of you all is stedfast, blessed be my God, my 
Father, and my friend, who makes manifest 
the savour of his name by the instrumentality 
of so poor, mean, and despised an instrument. 

Take encouragement, my dear brother, for 
". we know that we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love the brethren;" and this 
love to the brethren is of God; we are taught 
of God to love one another. This is the grand 
joint; and so you read in the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, " Part held with the Jews and part held 
with the apostles." Nevertheless, some cleaved 
to Paul, and those who*received'him received 
Christ. And such God encourages ; " Also the 
sons of the stranger, that join themselves to 
the Lord to serve him, and to love the name of 
the Lord, tx) be his servants; fevery one that 
ikeapeth the sabbath from polluting it, and tak- 
€th hold of my covenant, even them will I 
bring to my holy mountain, and make them 
joyful in my house of prayer ;'* Isaiah Ivi. 0, 7- 
'^' Their burnt otferings and their sacrifices will 
I accept upon my altar ;" which sacrifices are 
9^piritual, such as confessions, petitions, praises, 
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and thanksgivings ; whicb^ springing from fe^r 
and affection to him, arq called burnt-offerings. 
* But my friend C. will say that I entertain 
too high an opinion of him. It will be well if 
he says no more. David said in his haste that 
all men were liars : but he was wrong ; and the 
time, will come when you will acknowledge that 
I am not a false prophe^t. Farewell ; my love 
to R. M,, and the mother of us all. 

Ever yours in Christ, 

W, Huntington. 
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JVIt dear Mary's letter came safe to- hand. 
C. appeared on the outside, but the ruling 
power within ; and the language of my heart is, 
^ God bless the supreme and the subordinate/ 
J am lame : the rheumatic pain, which was so 
long in my shoulder, has' been fixed in the joint 
of my right hip for more than a month, so that 
I cannot walk ten yards without great pain, 
which runs down my thigh and leg till I seem 
to have little use of them. They tease me to go 
into the north, to Cranbrook, &c. but I give all 
that up for this year. I have no doubt bat God 
would remove this pain if I begged the favour 
in Christ's name ; but, as my soul has flourished 
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under it^ I am therefore afmd to ask, kit t 
heavier cross foe laid on. I am going this week^ 
by the advice of the higher powers, to try 
electricity. 

Dear Jenkins is all but gone/ tJMiigh he 
irisbs higher and higher. The devil has done 
all that a devil can do, but God fs above him. Hfc 
shines : his chains, yokes, bands, grave clotheto 
and the napkin, that has been so long about hife 
head, wherein he wrapped himself up, are now 
•cast to the moles and to the bats, and the court 
dress is put on. 

I have just done hay-making. It has been a 
poor time for us hay farmers and graziers : but 
the seed royal must hope in a crown, not in a 
hay stack. £. stands her ground ; her joys aare 
-abated, but as yet she has no doubt of her^in^ 
terest, nor have I a doubt but the work is real. 
I - have had man v from the north, who cone 
to the south rather than starve. The friemds 
ftom Lakin Heath too have been in town, and 
seem to have gained much by coming. They go 
on well at that place, and increase. And I do 
intend, if God permit and enable me, to ^ 
through Newmarket, and preach one Sunday 
there; then to Littleport, and end at Dovm- 

My dame, and all here, send their love to all 
the noble race, as does the Doctor. 

Ever yours in Christ Jesifs our Lo^» . 

W. H. S. S. 
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1 sttXikoAir^ beiag ordinatice day with u^, was 
a day of bard labour t^ the Cbalhearer. Ou 
f eceiving your letter I thought I was, like Job|[ 
bom to bear heavy tidings as well as innumer- 
able burdens* I have laboured every ds^y for 
many weeks for C, till hearing he was bet** 
ter greatly encouraged me; and now I may 
bleis my God for his mercy to him. I have 
been sadly grieved for poor R, and her 
ootber. Hope God will hear prayet for thern^ 
give Ihem^ submission to his wiU, and comfort 
them in his, dear Son. .But now poor M. is 
giving up the ghost under a complication of 
disorders ; though I hope none of them are &- 
taly because she is alive for evermore, and I am 
aure that she will never die. My faith imd hopt 
in this are sted&st Your labour, wrestling, 
struggling, seeking, praying; and crying,: are 
all from God. You are working out your own 
salvation with fvar and trembling, while God 
worketh in you both Co will and to do. God is 
adtker unrighteous to forget your labour, nor 
ua^thiiil to his promise made to a coming siti* 
ner ; ** Let him turn to the Lord, for he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he 
will abundandy pardosi.'* And I know that no 
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sensible sinner will sedc-his face in vain. We 
are commanded to say to the fearful heart, '*iBe 
strongi fear not; behold your God will came 
with a recompense, and save you ;'' and sure I 
am that '^ he will confirm the word of lits :sdr- 
▼ants, and perform the counsel &f his mfc^ 
tengers." ... it 

I was shocked and grieved to hear ofi the 
death of the doctor's w^. The word of -li& 
was preached near to her before <death— rknocked 
at her doon — But we must be still, and know 
that the Lord of life and death is Gpd ; and we 
know that the Judge of all the earth oannot'do 
wrong. I know not what you mean by. your 
last letter i I have never heard from you since.i 
wrote last till now; nor would you have written 
yet if you had not* been compelled ; so no thanks 
to M. Now you say you are dying:,- but I 
tell you, by the word of the Loi>d, tliat you are 
in your bearing pains or birth throes, and that 
the paihs of the second birth will outstrip the 
bodily pains of death; so that you will pass the 
scond birth before you pa«s the gates of death; 
Mv own existence is not more sure to me than 
this; therefore do not you fail to proclaim me 
a false prophet on your death-bed if I lie. 
God's ways with his people are wonderful^ 
but his word stands faster than heaven and 
earth; " They shall come that were ready .to 
perish; andiwhoaoever cometh I will in no. wise 
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csfiBt out.'' Year faith at this trine is stronger 
tham ever the Syrophenician woman's was, and 
has stood more rebuiFs than ever her's did, and 
yet it holds fast; nor will it ever give over, give 
out, or give up. 

Pray what may these fatal, perilous, compli- 
cated disorders be — the pestilence^ the leprosy, 
the dead palsy, or the apoplexy? Satan can 
magnify every thing but siri, and that he never 
attempts to make greater than it is, unless it 
be in order to sink us in despair, by telling us 
it is^ unpardonable. O thou foolish woman! to 
listen so much to Satan and to oirnal reason, 
wfaen it is through the comforts of the 'scripture 
that we are to have hope. But I must give 
ov«r writing, and go about my Father's busi- 
Bei9. » Tender my love to C. and accept the 
samefrom 

Your aifectionate servant, friend, 
• ' and brother in him, 

W. H. S, S. 
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DVI. 

It is my determination, with God's leave> to 
visit Downham as ^oon as' the weather will 
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permit sne to endi^re the tiam, vbicll ia not a 
very warm chapel in cold weathen I have been 
for some time poorly with the rheuttiatiflm it 
my loins, where all my pains seem of late to be 
settled) so that it is with difficulty I can stand 
upright I am glad at tay heart, and thank- 
ful to God, for the tidings you sent me about 
the poor and needy inquirers. They shall be 
welcome to me; and when I come I think you 
will see greater things than these. 1 have often 
observed to you that ploughing up the fallow 
grdund precedes the seed time; but aftel a 
while, sowing and springing up appear ; and at 
the great day it will be said, to the honour of 
^ them who receive the gospel of Zion, *' this 
and that man was bom there." '^ Rahab ( whicb 
is Egypt), Babylon, Philistia, Tyre, Ethiopia^ 
this man was bom there." *' The Lord shall oouat, 
when he writeth up the people, that this man 
was born there ;*' Psalm &7. Nor do . I believe 
that your bam at Downham will be left out of 
this account on that day, at least I hope not ; 
for, if none have as yet, I hope it will soon 
appear that some will be bom there. 

The weather has been cold for some lime, so 
that I am in hopes it will ere long be fine again. 
In that case, about the beginning of May, if 
God permit, I hope to see you. I cannot help 
thinking that my dream has some meaning in 
it; for we read of some who have lain among 
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the poU, being as the wings of a dove, co» 
Ycred "mth silver, and her feathers with gold^ 
My kind love to C. and the chiWrcn, 
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Beloved in the Lord, 

1 11^ v£ no doubt biit thou art stiU in the fire^ 
(bough not without the presence, present help^ 
«nd momentary support of the refiner : ^< When 
thou passest tlirough the fire I will be with 
thee, and through the waters, they shall sot 
0¥erflo\ir thee ; when thou passest through thr 
five thou shalt not be burnt, neither shall the 
Hame kindle upon thee." The best of all faiths 
the choicest hope, and the sweetest of all love, 
are fetched out of the furnace. Hay, straw, and 
stubble, all consume ; but gold and silver will 
jendure the heat, and lose nothing but the dross. 
All that lies at the bottom the fire discovers, 
letches up, and t^onsumes by degrees, and then 
comes forth a vessel for the finer* Bv these ter- 
Tible furnaces God purges us from all our fool- 
iAk and ialse notions of a God all mercy, as fools ' 
dream of; from all^mr empty forms of devotion, 
%nd fiom our si^posed wisdom ami fancied 
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strength. . He purges the heart from its native 
impenitence ; the stubborn will from obstinacy 
and unutterable per\^erseness ; the understand- 
ing from . its blindness, confusion, and igno« 
ranee; the affections from the empty toys, 
pleasures and vanities of this vain and perish- 
ing world ; and the mind from its pride, conse- 
quence, and loftiness. And how much of this 
filth and fume, dung and dross, has poor M. 
lost already ! 

I have often stood astonished at the long 
suffering, long forbearing mercy and patience 
of God. What pains does he take with us, in 
order to humble, soften, and meeken us ! And 
what untoward, perverse wretches we are under 
it ! But he will stain the pride of all human 
glory, and exclude all boasting from us for 
ever; all k>ftine8s must be humbled; and, that 
Christ may become all in all to us, we. must be* 
come nothing; and this work God pursues with- 
out intermission ; ^^ He shall sit as a refiner's 
fire;'' he will regulate the heat, and mitigate 
the flames; will strengthen, uphold, support, 
and keep us night and day ; '^ He that keepeth 
Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps/' 

Be of good cheer, old girl; the deeper you 
dive, the higher you will soar. If afllictions 
abound, consolations abound also ; the more tor- 
menting the courtship, the sweeter the wedding ; 
and the greater the prize 3vfaen the heavenly 
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bridegroom is conquered. God loves to see poor 
sinners wrestling, striving, and struggling to 
catch hold of the skirt of his dear Son, for in 
the.days of Christ's flesh he often withdrew 
himself from the multitude, and endeavoured to 
conceal himself: but the Father always drew 
poor creatures after him/' All men seek thee,* 
says one. " The whole multitude followed 
him," says another. . And " He could not be 
hid," says a third. And so it is now. Sensible 
sinners are after him all day longj and are jea- 
lous enough when they see any one. in his pre- 
sence while they themselves are not. There is 
as much bustle and scuffling after him now as 
ever, among them that know the savour of his 
good ointment, and feel their need of the 
same. 

I should have written before now, but have 
been hardly worked, and yet preserved in good 
health, hless my God. And of this be assured, 
that at home or out I never forget the foreign- 
ers. God for ever bless them, and believe me 
to be, in eternal love, 
• Ybur friend, servant, and brother, 

S/S. 
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DVIII. 

■ 

ISlbe Cabin. 

J AM. once more engaged in scribbling to poo^ 
J^. ; and had no sooner begun than the enemy 
sent another messenger to hinder me. How yau 
ge on I know not ; but I am more and inore 
convinced that the path is through much tribu^ 
lation, and that bonds and afflictions abide me, 
which has often driven me to envy many that 
have been, and still are^ at ease in Zion : and 
with a jealous and envious eye have I often ob- 
served and watched them. One of this stamp, 
about four years ago, wrote a most infamous 
book against me ; nor did the most holy and 
ever blessed Spirit of God escape his daring in- 
solence. And he went on boldly and insensibly 
till a few weeks ago, when he sunk, and fre* 
quently exclaimed, ^ That wicked pamphlet i ' 
and then hung himself in the Dock Yard at 
Woolwich. 

The poor hardened C, who has never been 
exercised witl^ one cross, either internal or ex* 
ternal, for these twenty-five years, always boast- 
ing, ^ I know that God loves me ; I have got 
it in my heart, though I cannot speak it out a^ 
others can,' the first day she was taken ill her 
sandy foundation gave way; and neither hope 
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aor help, faith nor expectatioOi have ever ap* 
peared since, but she now feels the troth of 
what I have long told her. A preacher in Sua* 
•ex, who has had pounds out of my pocket, and 
who sold the books that were published against 
me, about a fortnight ago was struck mad in his 
pulpit, and talked wild and distracted, till the 
people were affrighted to hear him* 

These things help me in some measure to 
hug the cross. Trials discover the dross and 
tin ; faith, upon every fresh discovery and exer* 
cise, purifies the heart from them ; and thus are 
the books kept clear and conscience tender; 
strait paths are ma.dc for our feet; and lame 
things are not turned out of the way, bat heal* 
ed. ' Not one of those whose smooth path I 
have coveted, and whose apparent indulgence 
I have envied, ever appeared to end in hope. 
Welcome the cross then ; and let me once more 
publish the banns of marriage between you and 
the Doctor's shoulders; and let nothing but 
death dissolve the contract, or be permitted to 
put asunder what God has joined togethen 
I know it is good for me, as there is a sinew in 
my neck ; nevertheless, I am fully persuaded^ 
yea, more than sure, that the Coalheaver will 
never end like these. None of them have trod- 
den my path, nor will they meet me in the 
promised end. Regeneration is the path in 
Which the disciples fbltpwed the^Lord, and ** it 
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19 21 pstli tlist- no foirl knoweA ; ho MMa' shall 
be there, too raverions beast shall ValK^^fe^ 
or<be fimnd tfaet^e; bbt the rededmc^O^'^iffiyifl 
Wafk there, oAct the wayfaring tnan,- thbugba 
foWj shall not err therein.'' ^ ^ '^"' 

C. lifttfe ernes, &c. ' ^ ' ''^' 
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DKAll SIR, , 

!;/l J ;<>^rLoixlaq(lSayioucJe^usChrijti .^^^j .>J oJ 

J) DK^^ ia bQpes that I.shotild Mvet^hadijdMi 
l^lf^fi^Qtio&^Qf. ^eeiag you. ; but muc^biibteiftwli^ 
afif^vtb^cpnoefQs.of: a family,; oifteii^ ptiEiifMtf 
\^)> \fj^ purpMe or intend. L UruAviaytttfi 
God th^it you are^npt grown wdaiy ^40 ^istel^ 
ifVg (be. better pairt, that caa ftOYCu^.b^nteftSba 
from u^; i mean '^a treasure in the.heli3iMMi^' 
wik^re 90 moth corrupteth northief appirohoUd 
(^i{>' at trea$ure which eye.hath.fiDtattiH' imt 
Q»r h^a^d, nor the heart of nun concei^Mtt^ii? 

Ineasure . ^hat God hath prepacedv fbr bim^tli^ 
ift9aite!th:for hun. This portion, iniy.idb£fr irie^4^ 
will st%|id by u^.when heart andflef&iilbMkr 
fail, when all created ffood caa.atfiaKibi«fe 
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relief nor satisfaction ; and when^ of all the 
pleasures of siu^ man must say, ^* I have no 
pleasure in them." Then, says God,/ " you 
shall return and discern between him that 
serveth God and him that serveth him not;^' 
Mai. iii. 16 — 18. Nor is this heavenly trea- 
sure all that God has promised to them, that 
fear him : for, after he has searched our heart 
and tried us, humbled us by a sight .and sense 
of our inward corruptions, and made us sick of 
the evil of our own ways, he declares diat he 
win send us a comforter that shall abide with us 
ibr ever ; that he ^ill not leave us comfortless, 
but make wisdom's ways " ways of pleasant- 
ness, and ail her paths peace." And this I know 
to be true by blessed experience ; though I had 
hard work before I got to the enjoyment of 
these things ; for, when God brought me into 
trouble, so that I could no longer keep com* 
pany with the wicked, I became their song, 
their by-word, and their laughing-stock. 

. Many snares and traps did they set in my 
way, to drag^me into sin: but I had long been 
4Ued with my own way before, and had been 
sick of the broad road ; so that the fear of deatl^ 
tbcdread of future judgment, the thoughts of 
being exposed to everlasting contempt in the 
day of judgment, and the dreadful thoughts 
that I had about eternal burning, together with 
the terrors and accusations of my own con- 

VOIuIIl - T 
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science, made my former life a burden ; and 
what God says I found to be true ; ** Destruc- 
tion and misery are in all their ways, and the 
way of peace they have not known.'* Nothing 
'was so dreadful to me as the thoughts of going 
.back again into the company of the wicked, and 
the slavery and drudgery of sin and Satan ; for 
I could not help remembering <^ mine affliction 
and my misery, the wormwood and the gall ; 
•Hiy soul had them long in remembrance, and 
na^as humbled within me ;" Lamentations iii« .19i 
30. But, blessed be my God, after many strug- 
^es and sore conflicts he delivered me, and by 
Jbis own almighty power hath he kept v^e .l)i- 
ith^rto; and, though, thousands bate to see me 
npon the earth, both professor and. pro^pjo^, 
yetf ** having obtained help of my God, I^con- 
/tinue to this day," Acts xxvi. 82» And I be- 
lieve there are many hundreds, if not thouis^nds, 
^some 10 heaven already, and some on e^,tb, 
who bless God for seeding me among then). 
I .. Please to give, my kind respects and be^t 
wishes to your spouse and sister. Wishing y^ 
much happiness in yourselves, mMch peaqe in 
your God., and comfort in your little ooies, I a^d 
jko more but my poor prayers; and am in f^i^ 
.and aifectioni , t 

Your devoted, friend and servant in tl)g l|0rd 

Jesus, ar^ for his s^e^ i 

W. JtlyiVTiypTOtr. 
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DX, 

April 13, 1602. 

I MUST inform my dear sister that I have for 
some time been poorly ; and, being advised to 
go for a fortnight to Lewes, Mr. Jenkitis was 
so kind as to preach in town for me. I am at 
present tolerably well ; but the weather is so 
cold and unfavourable, and I am so badly off 
for want qf assistance in the pulpit, that I am 
completely tied by the heels, as both my chapels 
are exceedingly well attended, and the good 
work goes on prosperously; but the people 
complain if I leave them. 

I will most certainly, if God permit, see 
you this summer; but I much wish that you 
and your spouse, with Mrs. W. and Mrs. R. M. 
would come and see me, as you would thereby 
have a second benefit. I am in hopes that ere 
long I shall be enabled to procure one to «tand 
up for me in my absence. 

Poor Mary is in many fears where no fear is : 
she is just like her namesake at the d^ar Lonfs 
sepulchre, crying, grieving, and fearing, when 
there is no call for either ; for Christ is alive, 
and he ever lives to make intercession for us. 
c^ Fear not ye, [saith the ingel] for I know that 
ye seek Jesus, which was crucified ; he is not 

T 2 
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he^e, for he is riseo^ as he «aid : Coiqc^ .s^^rthe 
place where the Lord lay; aod g9 <}uu:k\f^ ^od 
tell his disciples that he is lisen/' . The ^flp^r 
before the door feared, trembled) and quakisfl j 
but there is no call for this ia sensible, selftlosit, 
and .sincere seekers of Jesus; therefore thc^.^i^- 
gel rebuked their fears as groundless^ and spring- 
ing from their unbelief. And this is th^ case 
with you ; for, though you are hungering and 
t!iirsting after him, and he has already pros- 
nounced them blessed that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness, or after the bread and water 
of life, and says they shall be filled, and that 
heaven and earth shall pass away before his 
word shall fail, yet are you at this time fretting 
under the eternal love of God the Father, under 
the blessing of Christ, and under the great ^ft 
of the Spirit: '* All that I love I jrebu^e.and 
chasten," says God, " and scourge aj) ^hat I 
receive."—" Blessed are they that moura ^d 
weep, for they shall laugh and be comforted/- 
and " it is given in our behalf not- only to. be- 
lieve on him, but also to suffer for his sak^" 
Phil. i. 29. . " If we suffer we shall also reiga 
with him ;" but wo to them that are at ease and 
without chastisements, for such are bastacds 
at)d not sons. Should you then like to be a 
bastard, cut off with a shilling, or have only a 
portion in this life? " O, thou of httle .faith, 
wherefore dost tliou doubt?*' when it i^the 
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bfeathf of^Jhrist that has quickened thee to feel 
thy %itf atr* tfeirst' after him j and it is Christ 
iiiflflitee i\ovvr that dbc(yvers all thy evil tempers 
uk&^ iiiSbred corruptions; '* All the churches 
^iirtl kiiow that I am he which searcheth the 
TfJifes'andTyearts.* 

'-^ You did fibt inetttion poor Charles. My soul 
da^y Jrtays fbr yoa all. God- bless you all. 



-'J ': 
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W. H. S, S. 
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MY DEAR BHOTHER CHARLES, 

JVfekcYiand' peace be with thee, through our 
iJ6fdkt[d Savioiif Jesus Christ. It has cbni- 
forttd my soul, it has done my heart good, to 
hedV by your ispouse how yoit watch the good 
hatid of God, and how the Almighty, accoVd- 
in^ to hi^ promise, makes all his goodness jiiss 
befbre thee. He has promised to bless such fe 
thefr family, in their flocks, in their store, arid 
ill fiitj field; and your eyes^ will see this niore 
and^ more, if you follow on ^:o know the Lord.' 
Even 'those who ridicule, laugh, atid deride, 
Wcfeildglve all the world to bHti their a(tate who 
fearH&od-; having themselves i lidl Withfn, of 
which otir 6wS'pas1; experieiil:^e'aJrsWres^ tf^V'Tor 
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<' t!ie wicked [safya Gocf] is like the troulBird 
sea when it cannot rest, \those wnters cast OKp 
mire and dirt/' " There is no peace, saith niy 
God, unto the wicked." This we hare oftei 
felt in our former state of blindness and igno- 
rance ; and, when we are brought to know our 
own heart, then we know the heart of all 
others ; for, *^ as in water face answers to facc^ 
so doth the heart of man to man." 

I hope my dear Charles will keep as much as 
possible from the company of the ungodly, for 
God says that " one sinner destroycth much 
good." Their company and conversation harden 
the heart, disquiet and unsettle the mind, dis- 
turb the peace of the soul, bring lightness and 
vanity into the heart, confuse and bring guilt 
and distress into the conscience, till it is difS- 
cult to recover our former quietude and tran- 
quillity. Watch and observe these things, my 
dear brother in Christ, and you will find them 
as I have done; and do not take my advice 
amiss, as I long for your spiritual welfare, . and 
my poor prayer to God daily for you is, that 
you may be kept by his power through faith 
unto salvation. Moreover, be not stumbled at 
the walk and conduct of professors, but com* 
pare them with your own feelings, and if thqr 
run counter thereto it is a sure sign that they 
never were quickened, nor blessed with a tender 
conscience, but that their hearts are hardened 
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from God's fear. This I will say for my. 
self, in the name of God, — that I have found 
more real satisfaction! more soul ennobling 
joys, more solid |>eace and rest, and more bles* 
sed felicity, in one hour, in the happy enjoy- 
ment of God my Saviour, than all the men ia 
this vorld ever found in the pleasures of sin 
since Adam fell 

I have written a letter to the wise and learned 
Mr. 'fi. about poor Adam's spirituality, that I 
might stop the mouth of fools. No small stir 
will this make among them ; they will storm^ 
but never overthrow it while I have got a bible 
to read. Farewell, my dear brother; be of 
:good comfort ; Christ came into the world to 
♦save sinners. I conclude by subscribing my- 
self 

^» 

f 

Your most affectionate friend and 
Servant in Christ Jesus, 

W. H. S. S. 
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My dear Brotber in the Lord Jesus, 
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X, HAV£ beep for $ome time past fixtreinfilgr^ 
weak and poorly, having entirely \o$%,my^B,^fift:s[ 
tite,; with a. very If^d cough aiid,colci» 8P ftb«t 
I^e( but little rest at nights, \vbich> witlj h4f<lt 
laJ^piir, keep the Coalheaver;dQWii;^ivd m}^^\ 
th^f I sl^aH ever rise up again \ koaw, not, ti9f^ 
doe? it <;:pnceru me ; for, thQugjh tbfs . QutiWard < 
m^ .perishes, yet th^ inwar4 man is dt&k; 
streflgt)iex)j?d apd renewed. The . wprjc of feitho 
in t^e^heart, though it be but as agrj^in.of.muir* 
tard sgf d) . wr\! at times discover itself in tbft 
weakest jehcvcr » for it never dies^ can never 
be Iq^t, 7iji>r ca^ ijt fail : but will at times open 
the heart , una let in a little glee, a little JQJ?,- 
and somttimes peace; so that meekness and: 
humility are felt and enjoyed; and though these 
arc transient, momentary, and short-lived, yet 
we may call them Gad, for there is a troop be- 
hind; and I can see this even in Mary's letter 
to me, who, notwithstanding all her complaints, 
must learn to thank God for the day of small 
things before she gets greater. 

O, my brother, be diligent ; " Strive to en- 
ter in at the strait gate;" for, when once we 
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et in, wisdom's ways will be found to be plea- 
santness, .and all her paths peace. And what 
in this world can ever •c^ihe up to the favour, 
love, and mercy of God in Christ Jesus? I 
DOW feel the blessed oe£Sects cf xny poer^ wseak 
faith in Christ, having peace in my conscience^ 
untfaout the fear of death oi* wrath. God Kas 
delfvwe<l niy soul from all these, and given ttie 
a^nn, 'Stable, aiid certain hope and expectation 
of "the great reward of inheritance ; and this ht 
ba& promised toaU that fear his name, small and 
gteat. My dear C. be diligent in business,' fcr- 
vMt in spirit, and' for every thing let your re- 
qiiec^t be^niade knofwn unto God, who will hear 
out^poar, broken, aild imperfect petitions. Christ 
is ^ur high priest; therefore ask all things in his 
name, and in due time you shall* most surely 
pnevaii and reap, if you faint not. 

^ My kind love to your spouse, and may God 
Almighty bless you both, keep you from evil, 
and lift the light of his countenance upon you : 
so^prays 

W, H. S S. 
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Dxm. 

Roridence Cfaapd, August 2, ^802. 
My dear FrieDd in the Lord Jesus, 

I HAVE been my long journey into the Norths 
or thou wouldst have heard from me befoit 
now* Yesterday morning, to my astouishmeftt^ 
poor M. came into the vestry, when I coiiUI 
scarcely believe my eyes. This day have I 
blessed and thanked my God with many tears 
for his goodness to you, and for the hope he 
has given me of you all. Not a day do I forget 
you in my poor prayers; and I nour see that 
God answers them, and confirms ^vhat I have 
already said to you^ namely, that God will ma- 
nifest himself and his dear Son to you> that you 
may know him for yourself, and that you may 
enjoy his presence, his Spirit, his love, and 
the light of his countenance, which will be no 
less than heaven upon earth, or the Almighty 
God dwelling with mortal man ; and then you 
will own that what I have preached and writ- 
ten is truth. I am still determined to come and 
see you as soon as the weather gets settled ; and I 
have begged his blessed and heavenly Majesty to 
send us a little harvest weather, agreeably to his 
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own promises, which I hope ho will in his own 
good time. 

Mary comes on^ and gains ground ; and I 
am fully persuaded that God is among you, 
searching, trying, teaching, supporting, en- 
lightening, and encouraging you ; and that ere 
long you will find him more sensibly present, 
by comforting and filling you with joy and 
peace in believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. I 
bless my God for sending me among you, and 
for condescending to leave a sweet savour of 
Christ among you, for which I trust you will 
bless him through all eternity. 

I find I am this week to see you here, which 
I have much longed for, when I hope to have 
the satisfaction of walking with you over my 
farm, as I am now all alive with cattle. 

Farewell. Grace and peace be with you^ 
through our Lord i^nd Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Tender my kind respects to your sister, and 
believe me to be 

Yours most affectionately in the Lord Jesus, 

W. Huntington. 
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I,>M 56*11 rjwd, Mary) from my j(mFn$iyrifi|^ 

Q^ , .U, Jbettei\ I have beed muicb Qtruck «fe^(t 
^uUfien cbaQgei tliat liai^.. taken pjbace aV^^^^ 
jmntj 4nd f^el much for the poor ' old lad^ mA 
Bl.:. bu^ theo^ Js >no cont^ndmg.'ritbihim^tbiltr 
ifk bigtuir tha;n • we are. W^ mus& ^ b<i :sftill,/ atid^ 
know that he is God. .O, bow bleeped asi^ij^ood 
h^e ithirough grace 1 . aud haw comfc^tjibfai ijb ir 
taknow that the^ fear of God ia plaiited.itL^ that 
hftari; ! £very grace aecures tiie Jfii^donii 
wberefore follow aftcor charity, or love^ r^hl)fK 
oiiAne^s^ peace, faith, aieekness, i patifencei; iiset- 
ttlM^ thii^$ i>efore your eyes^ and pray .for ^ndf 
covet theoi ; seek» chensh» encsoarage, and qoih 
risH them :' for mo^t precious promises> ve ihsre^ 
tp : annexed, and the senaations of them acd 
sweet ; the profit of tiiem is great, and the t(tr 
curity they aiford is infinite. Do not make a* 
lon^ lingering job of it, Mary ; tarty not ifl^ 
the place of the breaking forth of clnldren, for 
God has brought thee to the birth, and shall he 
BOt give strength to bring forth? ** Strive t» 
enter in at the strait gate,'^ though bondage and 
wrath press thee on one side^ and Satan an^ 
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conscience on the other, and thou findest thy- 
self in a strait between these two ;^ yet strive 
on, and plead the promises. 

The new man of grace is formed as soon as 
we are quickened, and then we are called the 
oflfepring or issues from^ de^th,' Psalm Vxriits 20^ 
and aach failing on Christ ; read Isaiah x:til/24'. 
Thc^e are thus brought forth in God's account; 
as he toys, ** Shall I cause to bring forth' and 
^hQft the wbmb, saith thy God ?'* Shall I give 
Ufei and not give love? Love is the best fnicti 
^ife ; life constitutes us oiFspring and isisue^ ia 
tfae^ight of God; but love, that casts out ill? 
feuiV' mdkeB Itsure to us, and gives ud the comf^ 
fWtaf ii tAH the difficulty lies at this^ g^^i^ 
which. gate is Christ, ihc mediator between G^i 
aod us; and we cannot come to the Father but 
by him. We have access with confidence* by^ 
the.faith of him. Therefore strive, Mary ; soft^^^ 
times a ray of light will dart through thy hop^;^ 
tltine e.xp€ctations and thy earnest de^reis wiU 
chu:t through, and thou wilt seem to have thy^ 
foat on the threshold. Thy hair will movit 
on thy head; thy blood will run, thy soul 
melt; thy eyes will be fixed in thy head, thy 
heart will enlarge, thy hopes will bud, thy 
bowels yearn, and thy very soul will be open 
t^ receive the King of glory, ♦ v 

-But oh! the curtain drops— the heavenly 
scenery vanishes,, and then comes Satan, Mith 
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a ** Where is now your God?" When we feel 
the thief we shut up, all is barred against him, 
and we seem further from the mark than ever ; 
yet still we keep the heart chaste for him, and 
for no other; which he knows, and therefore 
says, " Open to me, my sister, my spouse;** 
while she replies, " It is the voice of my belov- 
ed that knocketh," intimating that he is always 
welcome. Fix thy heart upon entering here, 
Mary, and rest not on the outside, for "without 
jire dogs,'' Rev, xxii. 15. 

Tender my kind love to C, mother, sister, 
and to the poor woman. 

Ever yours in faith and love, 

W.H. S.S. 



DXV. 

The Cabin, Dec.19, 1802. 
DEAR FRIEND, 

Yours came to hand this day, the contents of 
which surprised m«. God sets the poor island- 
ers perpetually on my mind, and never suffeis 
me to forget them ; and I believe, with an un- 
shaken confidence, that I shall never pray for 
the poor knot in the island in vain. The miser- 
able contents of your letter I view as the best 
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tidings I ever had from you. " Shall I bring to 
the birth, and. not cause to bring forth?". Isaiah 
Ixvi. 9* Paul saySy that ^' Adam was not de- 
freived ; but the woman, being deceived, was in 
the transgression, notwithstanding, she shall be 
sayed in child-bearing ;" or, as it is in the ori- 
<.giua), * there is salvation for her by the birth of 
A son ;' that is, by the birth of the Son of God, 
who is the only Saviour. This is promised to the 
woman that continues in the faith ; and I am 
fully persuaded that Mary is no infidel : there is 
^qthing in God's book that she rejects or dis* 
believes, therefore the promise stands good to 
her. God promises to be a present, yea, a very 
prgsenthelp in time of trouble, and that, he is 
near to them that are of a broken heart, and 
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

He suffered me to labour and toil in my own 
strength till I despaired of all help from self, or 
from God; then he appeared: "He giveth 
power to the faint, and to them that have no 
might he increaseth strength.' — ** When they 
had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them 
both/! Mary is now a complete bankrupt, and 
jibe will jsurely bring her discharge in due time. 
God has cliiosen us in the furnace of affliction, 
and it is through much tribulation that we must 
^nter into the kingdom of God. 

Suffer we must, Mary. Christ the captain 
of oy r salvation was made perfect though su£^ 
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feringsi; lie vai tempted in ^U'«pMit9 Irkle^iilito 
us; all our sins were laid'upon hiilv; imich'fiDit- 
tradiction from smners did be endarer^imieh 
sliafBe and reproacli, betnfg stripped of his oi^tfass, 
and crucified naked ; erowned \vitfait!liorns,4|fit 
Upon, buffeted, railed on, reviled and insulttd 
IQ tbe agonies of death; WfafO our sim^r Quod's 
wrath, and the eurse of the law; were 4ll ^mpom 
hiniatonce. And shall we complaittP Momg 
ibe scriptures declare that *^if we suffer with 
him, we shall also reign with binr;V aM^ ^las 
our sufferings abound, so shall oarconsolaitiMs 
abound also." » #«pri. #fr 

Does Mary know that suflRmng isrthe ^gif^M 
God ? Paul says, ^^ To you it 4S given nat&oift%rt9 
believe in ChriBt, but also to saffer ftAr his^aAe^o' 
wherefore he says, ^^ I takepWatiIre iu^infirtu^ 
ties, in necessities, in persecutions, and niidir* 
tresses, for Christ's sake." All who are in hea- 
ven came through great Iribulation ; therefore 
let us bear the chastening of the I/)rdy for we 
have sinned against him ; I would not be with- 
out his rod for all the world. All mankind 
are bom to trouble; but God's elect have 
troubles which the men of the world have not. 
The rod of God, the bonds of sin and wratb^ 
hardness of heart and' unbelief; carnal Vftmity 
and rebellion, tbe aixusatipn^iof ^tp!in«Wf()>f 
pTo«cl^ of copscip^cc^^s of, wi^tibifMmffli 
the old man pf^Hv4aii|>l^> «4v*#e#l^ 
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tu|p eflitr i tvith:gniccTgni(l the^Hiftly t^tert; tteiA^ 
•tannity of tbem, lon^ingHfoi^che Lord's pteScfe*^, 

tl|is MsofUrkfaows^ nothiD'g of; and €ates ndthitig 

t faoHlai^ ^«nrs i»r> Bttld mor^* pati*«tec ; ' zn^ 
nAmt that has hatf its perfect>«rol-k, she wflllife 
puthtj laukteg nothing. The more perilous atid 
dfeadfuliovr state is, the more deep and* ketfA 
<mY siifferiigs aref,' the more welcome, the nitore 
pmdiom is Mlvation when ' it cornet; thfe topfe 
invaluable does it appear, the more'la^ihg is 
thdf^teatfhig i^npred^fon it inakes, and the rtore 
pttQbeand thairksgitings redound 'to tire glory 
dfbfied. * Maryl fare\*^cll. Hold oirt'ftlth atlct 
pMittoeu * '^My poor -prayers ^trsAl ht in youf 
oritiwtj^/ii^ 
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February 25, 1803. 



jPotkts <hinie iafe to hand, and afforded nli^ 
lilttd) aatisfactio^i. ' Yttu irt in the furnace as 
wMll%s-^I^ lbc(^*6&t€ti of those that are at case in 
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Zirttt; fof whi^h I bless v^y God, for, if we vere 
of this world, the world would love its owii ; 
bMt iirp unto us when all men speak well of us : 
bt^f; God has chosei^ us out of the world, there^ 
iore the world hateth u?. My 30ul blessed God 
for his choice, and I bless God for the worl4'ji 
hatred. Hug the cross^ Mafy ; kiss the jpd^ 
^nd let everv' hUter thing be sweet, for by t\ke$c 
things we live, find without . tribulation p^^ 
^aU:e^te^ the kingdpm. ^. ^^ 

Those who have stoo4 high in a professioiL 
sind in carnal ea^e, ignorant of the plagi^e of 
their own: hearty and destitute of the grace of 
Qod, wheif they come into these trials^ ^^9Si 
who ^re right, and would give all they arc 
worth to hsLYp been favpured with our furnace 
ij^rk beforp they took the highest seat. But 
God set us down in the lowest room, fpf whicf 
I bless his dear name ; for, if I must glory, t 
will glory in my infirmities, and that he ^has 
known my soul in adversity. It is given Ir 
our behalf not only to believe in Christ, bat 
also to suffer for his sake. 

Furnace work, my dear daughter, is that 
which makes us more precious to God than the 
golden wedge of Ophir. ^* Bonds and afflic* 
tions abide me '' as well as you ; and they are 
good, for I believe my success is greater than 
ever, and I am now looking out for the aprisg; 
when I hope to see the poor outlandish folks 
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^araif if God spare n\y life and permit $ut 
this, winter has brought upon me a confirmed 
asthma, so that my breath is very bad : it \9, 
pwev^r, the poor, the halt, the lame, the 
aimed, the blind, and those that are ready to 
parish, that are compelled to come to the mar* 
l^ige supper of the Lamb. 

Vou complain of hardness of heart, and qf 
ipdness. I tell you that more of that has fallen 
ta my .share than ever fell to yours, and yet I 
fyoiitd not change my state with any soul livings 
Ijised to envy every one, but now 1 envy none, 
r^am the worst of sinners, and I hopQ in the 

$est of Saviours. Blessed are they whom God 

• » ' ' * 

chastens and teadhes out of his law ; blessed 
arQ ' they that endure temptation, and blessed 
ve they whom this world hates and reviles. 
Frav, Mary, have pity upon me, for I h^ve 
Qii^ch oA my hands. My love to Charles and 
aft 'friends. . ' 
''-' ' W.H. S-S. 
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Ju r ide^ IM^ry ii In great fear where i\o real 
^xitkd'of^tkai&i **fli^re is no temptation 
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^thit lias taken you but what is common to 
man ; but God is faithful, who will not soffel' 
lis to* be tempted above that we are able 'to 
bear; but with every temptation maketh a wiiy 
'for our esfcape." Our dear Lord " was tempted 
in all points like as we are, but without sin ;'''and 
being perfectly holy, * Satan's suggestions i^re 
Worse to him tha they are to us, who have no- 
thing by nature but sin. Satan tempted hiltf^tb 
turn stones into bread, yea, even to fall down 
•and worship him; and was suffered to take Yfnti 
•from the ground, to carry him through the air, 
and to set him on a pinnacle of the tenipfe, 
tempting him to kill hitnself by casting himself 
down ; all which he endured: but the Lord has 
never suffered him thus to fly away with any erf 
^his poor followers. You read of the buffetings 
'of Satan, of the reproaches of Satan, of his 
temptations, of his accusations, of the curse^f of 
Satan, and of the fiery darts of Satan; if these 
"then are Satan's, they are not ours. 

I often hear poor sinners blaspheme and 
qurse when they see me passing by, thinking 
thereby to vex me; when their oaths go 
through my ears and my mind, and the curses 
of Satan do the same, nor can I help it: but the 
oaths of the. one are no more mine than the 
curses of the other. The unpardonable sin, my 
dear daughter, differs widely from the tempta- 
tions of SaUin. Satan has lost thy heart, and 
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ill ppss^siorv of,^i| ; or why does hp.ten^pt ? If 
:ie, bad, possession he would lead the;^ captive at 
m will. Can sinners, who are without strength, 
esist the strong man arined when he has g^t 
-\xl\ possession of tlie heart, and (as Paul says) 
•qigns and rules in the childrjcn of disober 
lience ? .Greater is he that is in thee than ^11 
:hat are gainst thee: "The feeblest of the 
>oj^;^ehpld of f/iith shall be as David." A likely 
natter, that he should lead thee into the great 
:a:^gr^s§ion, when he cannot prevail over thee 
;yen as he was suffered to do with poor Peter^ 
w^Jjgn ,he forced his own oaths out of Peter's 
i^QUth : and even that did not root up either the 
aitb or the love of Peter to his dear Lord. 

Angels in heaven could not stand alone, but 
iell, self deceived. Adam could not stand 
loije, but fell through Eve, and Eve fell set 
luped b}' Satan.^ Even the most comfortable 
rame. that is found in a believer soon withers, 
mless the good Spirit of God is pleased tp. wafer 
nd maintain it; read Joel i. 12. How then 
an poor fallen mortals stand, when suffered tQ 
le exercised with the buffetings of Satan? You 
re upheld every moment by the mighty power 
if God, and kept night and day by the same 
>ower, or you would have been in a m.id-house, 
Q black despair, in all qianner of <.pen profan- 
ly^, o?; ill hell,, long ago. Satan threatened me 
vith^ull thysj?, and no doubt* but he has pro^ 



dieted the sdme to thee. And v^hjsrtididif sot 
already m some of these peiik? Ifot fer hks^t 
of will nor power in Satan ; as vHzj be seeb-tin 
^udas, Cain, Saul, and Simon Magus ; bii€iU6« 
cause thou art kept night and day by GodyMfA 
watched and watered eVery moment. ^ I kme 
been an eye-witness of many going into diospiHf^ 
ttion and madness under the first temptatiup^ 
who never endured a thousandth part of what 
Ood brought me through. ,^ 

Excuse haste ; my house has been robbed |U» 
night. Ever yours, ■-. *. 

vfm rife Su'St 



DXVIIL S 

TheCabin^ March l6^ lao^a 
MY DEAR CHARLES, 

I AK glad to hear that you got home safe^ and 
that your cough is somewhat better. 

I have not much doubt but that you felt some 
little enlightening in your mind, and some little 
enlargement in your heart, after you went froqi 
us ; for the Lord tells us, that we shall not seek 
his face in vain : he sows, and w,e reap, and 
gather fruit unto. eternal life: ** The time 
Cometh When he that soweth and they that reap 
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ihall both rejoice together.** Aid h«ftr «v>«fet ii 
L iittle reviving, refreshing, and bringing of ujk 
brth to the ^ight again? How sweetly Aoes 
!3hrist shine into the heart, aiid entertain our 
:houghts, when we think of him; as David 
lays, ** In the multitude of my thoughts withiii 
ttC thy comforts delight my HonV We cati 
easily tell when Jesus draws near to us add 
X)mmunes with us by the way : ** Did not our 
learts burn within us while he opened iitito us 
'ki6 teripturcs?' said the two disciples* who 
Krere going to Emmaus, troubled and disconso^ 
'ate aljout the crucifixion of their dtet Lord and 
!^f aster ; and while they were bemoaning hlmj 
ind lailienting their own loss and sad disap- 
pointment, not knowing that he was to ris6 
igaitt, the Saviour drew near. And so it ofteii 
lappens now, when his sweet and soul-cheering 
:)resence appears to be gone, the light of his 
countenance to be withdrawn, and all secret 
comforts to Vanish away ; when we appear as a 
mere empty vessel, withering away like a green 
lierb, doubting whether he will ever return to 
IS more. Then how sweet are the promised re- 
Teshings from the presence of the Lord, when 
le fulfils his word : •' Israel shall revive as the 
:orn, grow as the vine, and spread forth his 
•oots like Lebanon." 

How many hundreds of times have I sat so- 
itary, filled with doubts and fears, like a silly 



d9ef]aiua^»t^faearr/.)^eidtt)0ly hAlovwiiip6f a § 
gcka^knA^^lnisXBie^ ]bokingiiglo0mylJaiid^disi-J 

iikba^abloil:^ 411^ d4mes4^ix{iix>iiMiti^^ wishing faii 

wfatli^Ii hiigbt>hliokuii'^oi)t my griefVandritM)lii|bkL 
tilii L tfbed^^ sick hi love! ifitit, i>|6fii; kamjfiaai 
ever^ theifaiitbfulyj t^eoonslfiiat^ ^he imobadgefa 
abb JoitierialvraLys xeturfiedagaifli*. a \^ii.l/^^i 
, Tlioti^civiliha&atilast^DtpQcir'Maidj^'iQt^fbotM. 
J9^titigxpi Sht j^Ofv ibar* that ^licj shaUi.y^,^ectt 
Qbi^stJ '.« Why) iTm all or^ectulliiti^: bji <i£itam4, 
th§ Rft^nailiP^od ia enmity. .^9aijQdt'lnin,<r%fcbidh '^ 
rejecting pf hiot with aimtoea&ii.LSuppQc&nglive 
were ^W^ .hyj o?ttJac€» wijlijog tpo^mteiEUr*. hkn— 
what thenPr " It is not of him that willetb, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God that shewetH 
mercy."—" I will/' and^^ou shaU" are God's 
language in his covenant ; " I will be their 
God, and they shall be pay people." Notice the 
parable : " A certain man had two sons ; and 
he came^to the first, saying, Son, go work to- 
day in my vineyard. And he said, I go, Sir." 

* 

This man did not reject, but embracedKihij 
orders, promising obedience, and compUme|it'^ 
ing him with the title of * Sir;' but he went 
not, for without Christ's power we can do hom 
thin^. He then turned to the youngei: ^on : 
*' Sqn, go thou work to-day in. my vineyard. 
He answered and said, I will not " go, let the 
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tnaequ^oceibe w.liatiitmay; TliLs is rejecting 
tiriBt^witlv OiWitDess* JBut what say^ the I^rcl? 
hy, *t aftQiwar^U he repented and went, and 
d (lie.wiU ofhlsiflatber." His Father's wiU 
ustbe done, not lus o^vii. Paul rejected and 
a^phemed.him; butwiiatof that? The dear 
edeemer rsays, Paul *' is a chosen vessel unto 
e^ to bear my name among the Gentiles.'' 
Is Mary an Arniinian P Does her salvation def- 
end, upon. tlio. withered arm of her own power? 
i^vatix)a of God's will or of hers? Has she 
jwer to reject .Chri&t, or to embrace him? No, 
X God's election stands not upon such broken 
^ed^; JSatan makes a fool of her. 

God bless you. Ever yours in Christ, 

W. H. S, S- 



DXIX. 



January 28, 1808. 



HAVE had a bad cold this Christmas ; but am 
t present tolerably well, abounding in hope of 
)nger days and more sun* My dear friend 
Irs. B. has. fluttered her wings to purpose ; the 
bains, the grave clothes, the old va.il, the nap- 
in that was about h^r head, the bolt of unbe-* 
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lief, the Tte^ scroll of deH €if^ MOftf'Yeftcb* 
tkmd/ and the dismal condtisioirsf 'afea$}l:>dMi^ 
solved, these mountain^ liavinf flo%\'ed dcAiWit 
hifi presence ; the rongh things are ismodHied, 
the crooked are straightened, th*^ VfilUys-**^ 
exalted; arid the hills made low ; and she now 
sees for herself the salvation of God. Though 
long in labour, she has not miscarried, but is at 
length delivered, and both root and branch are 
safe, and will be saved I have no doubt; so that 
1 think 1 may now say that four in one family 
will be my joy, and the crown of my rejoicing 
in that day. 

They are now building a chapel for m^ at 
Sleaford, and enlarging both those at Eeicester 
and at-Gmntham. But my outwai'd ntaii do- 
cayfc, and night is <5oming oh with me^ vfftefffldi 
man can work. Wehave bad the City €hb]^et 
for about a month, where we Art wefl atteliifed. 

. • # ■ * 

My work increases, but my strength ded^K 
However, to spend and be spent isall th*l{ii6i 
be expected ; and blessed be God for everitfd^gj 
the incorruptible seed, the fruits of the Sfktkf 
ane in us, and of the Spirit iv^er shdll reap^^fife 
everlisting^; for these fruits must ' end Jnf a 
harvest of gloty, and this 4riWrfuptibte Heft! 
srhall at last be found in the body, when tlteSte 
cotruptible bodies ihall put oh incorfti^pf!M» 
and these mottil bodies put cwtl immortafivj^ 



}m$ ^we^lmv^ i«r lip^di andl in^xpectafiieti; aaid 
b^ cK>p isrja^isiiTe a» the seed, and the harv^tt 

(^rt^iinuw-bht tetfd tlmei 

My Iwnd love td Charles, atod to the littltf 
les ; iitid fic€ipt the same yourself. 

W. H. S.& 



DXX. 

r 

i.' 

April 73> Ji803. 

Dear Brother in the Lord Jesus Christy 

. . • ' - . f . 

wjm much to hear of tby sours welfare, md 
}W thou art in bodily health, as Mary telh 
e that thou hast been weak and feeble. There 
ov^ skilful) tender, and never-failing pbyst^ 
an, who is the Saviour of the body and thj( 
itlier of spirits ; who kills and makes alive, 
ounds and heals, brings low and lifts up : and 
I besides him are broken reeds, miserable com* 
rters, and physicians of no value ; for their 
ill, in the best sense, amounts to nothing^ 
eirjudiifment is worse, their talk unsavoury; 
id their medicines nauseous: whilst all Christ's 
escriptions are good, his mixtures pleasing, 
id all his purging draughts profitable, if not 
datable. 
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doro, which he sometimes gives us for oiyo|S(f^ 
noaok^s sake aiul (Mir ofren/»f)fii;{tvilAF^/%«penVLny 
when afiUcl^d .with Jealousy^ u^iJl^W^ofir^ \f1g9i 
bondage r The. avTeet-^ceatftd roy v*(li, Mpofl ^i^^ 
faoDdks of the>lQck fuakies thfirboU ofl^fual^^f 
draiv ba£k> ajul ^pito^s thd hArdthearA;f>6^ng 
V. 5. " The oil of joy lightens the spirit, g)^r 
dstis tiiie hearty and* makes the fac^e jt^lb^e;" 
Issifdi IxL S. And gloomy enough w^eari^ ))(i(hc9t 
dm^i^gone^ i^nvying ev£;ry; one tha^ seemsni^ 
hav&jff^t^ ife The aioQere milfc of Ui^. w^rc^j^ 
Gmnfofabsttaf the pr»)nTise$i calied broasvs) iE)(f>^PT 
si^iatabit^ Isaiah Ixvi. 11 ; ^*- these t ai^ j irit^nd^ 
t0 keikpattsTfroBfirlxeiftig^rtcfcetty;' jdor ftrfoengftlff^^ 
dairilili^bsii and makie aa. active ;i (and/ tb^ -V^SS 
Bodye2w&Me^ tfaeonare hun^yiwdig^l; /wljU^ 
the n[^e t^ir jtiie?iappetite^ itim.jW©pJt£l( |b^ 
braad)i(!>f liffii) The wcxrst iugi*ej^nj^K\Hbic;h>Ab€ 
great 'Physksan mak^s use of^areubitb^ri jioibs 
asfd^ bftt^r: aloe&^ With . bitbgr • herb): ^as 'tbf 
passorverto^bie ieateci ; and. all ;thi& XoiRde gun* 
nreihts smell of myrrh and aloes* whiph ^ery/j HO^ 
sitrerigthai: . tlie :. stoimtch .and .help^ djgQ^{iqil<; 
and) when we find tbat^c\reproQf$.Qf ip^itruct^oA 
are1ihe?wky of liffe:;"i»'e had. mth^er ha^^ .thi^90 
tbjknopiiim^ which, compose into ft. sppf(»d and 
easy deicp ;./'. The»fuU wuK loathes the hpp«j(> 
cx)imbp Kutto die; hungiy soul ^my &itt«|rfhiag 
is sweet;'' *^Tbe heart knowetb' it$ <jiwik toti 
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!m<^s$i'tsnd'a^Mrang^K ^Mttrmcddledi! net. with 
ri'jojjH^*^ ^ "^^ ''-'* i^ ojfM: avv- a , .v tv; .mo. 

itilj at!dMti)>iW to the boneff. i aTivdtie «>riuD 
eath*»i>y a<iy/of thetftf 3but/<heiithat receives 
^tf\ '9haU live foif <ev«r >>iaQd theyians> aUifmr^ 
id 'to hb dbtaiMtl by beg^tig, and in ao othcir 

Hidden ^^iitia is a oomfortringicotidial; tlatt 
oFteii giv^n ta us when iaifitifig and- despaiil- 
[g ^ suc'e^bs ; wormurood and* gali ace given 
fioft'w^ biVe beeft -doiog isoiMlilitng \rhich*we 
LirselTesI Maref di^h^incd of^ or neglested tpbat 
Hi ou^ht to have'dofie/'dr hayi been unthmlk^ 
^I'fbr^wteit('ha$ bi^etti doneffertua(>:<Tfada|feU 4o 
kjntf's J(lt x^H^^en she wenD iittoi the. Babjrlonifih 
iptivit^'r Bitter waters are given iin^o>vis when 
^ haVe^^veent-mnrttuiring/coiDplainiQg/r and 
;beHing againiit' tlie Lord; vdntingi the'ds\rfl 
urden of 6up hearts in quajrneHing^ and coi\r 
mding instead of praying; Salt is a> prasecvia'- 
ve, ihteoHed to mak'C us loathe vaio conversar 
on, and to speak 'of savoury ithlDgs:^ J " Have 
dt in ydurselves, and be at peace one with^n- 
ther; let yoor words be 'seasoned with aalt, 
iinistering g^ace to one anotber.V This salt is 
i*ten applied to us after we have been humbled 
»r sin, and makes us smart. when rubbed in, 
aving a soreness and tenderness behind : bat 
is a m6st choice ingredient, and makes every 
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thing iioiD it taite Mvoory. Clay«*— Jeans put 
clay upon his eyes, and asked him if he saw 
aught. This hides the jightfrom us, because 
we are ungrateful for it ; but, when it is rubbed 
offf we see the better : ** It is a precious thing 
for the eyes to behold ,the sun/' F^9^^-T-Isaii))i 
laid figs upon Hezeluah*s bqik The fda^wcfe is 
called a fig-tree, which tree is low, and the fruit 
sweet. . Prides is a.* boil, an ugly swellki^,' for 
which humility under the rod is the best plaifttr. 
£ye salve«r^Our Saviour says, *^ I cponsel thtt 
ta buy of me eye <salrQ, that thou maycst Mik^ 
Tbis mak.es usiquick^sigbted, and is often* ^tfdi 
vben we have:faeet jioriog too mu^hi «ver' oitf 
ewA heart; and God iflrtendsiirersfaQdttttaer^ 
fUscean .spiritual tilings^ aod things^ at ^ dtt* 
tfmec. •...'>', .vy J 

^ tl>ear friend, adieu. < Bemeobef use toilife^, 
and all friends... ; . . > ^ii^ k 

Yours most affectionately^. ' ^[y^^ 

• • • 'Wi »:• i^f^ft; 

* 

' ' ...» ,. ,y* ♦ * i*»i. 

' .1.1 , 
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»^£8 3ri 'i' . • '^ '-'' '■'■' - ^ •■' ' ' •••• ••'. <r' 

#Jr^earSiate> in Gferi^t Jesus, and companion in trl- 
^i bfltolidk, giate and peace be witli yob and yours^ ' 

Xf«o^(& to knaViif poor.Gharles got home s&fei 
hdWflbis ihsalth ib, and that of the poor little 
b^gr:;; and&how the battle goe& on between tb<> 
d^i^ 3Ht) poor . Maiy. A very unequal bakmei 
ofi^PjiVief In^Theiigod of thisw^rld, th^ kiiigo^ 
tboUottoQikssipit,: engaged m^a long war' with 
a<^Qer mim^y who ia ncitbei^IaiD^ driven fiionl 
tb^fiifld^ nor pyere^me^: Noj liorever sballl^e} 
I will give you power [says Christ] to trend 
oaJISftpm^x i$Oi^}ons» and overall the: poii^er 
of the enemy, and nothing shall h^ any means 
hurt you/' And sure I am that heaven knd 
earth shall pass away, but the word of the Lord 
shaU nft pws away. Every foe we have, Mary, 
IS conquered. Christ '' destroyed him that had 
the power of death, that is the devil," and wb 
overcame him by the blood of tlie Lamb. ^* fi« 
of good cheer," says the sweetest of all dears, 
and the greatest of all names ; ^' I have over-* 
come the world." And faith gives the whole of 
this conquest to us ; " This is the victory that 
Qvercomcth the world, even our faith ; nay, in 
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ail these things we are mote than conquerors 
through him that hath lo%'ed us/' And let jny 
poor dears forget not thu, namely, that our High* 
priest bore our sins, our judgment or punish- 
ment, and bears the iniquity of our holy things. 
\ie appears in the presence of God» and ever 
lives to make intercession for us, and tberefore 
gives us this charge, " Whatever you ask of the 
Father in my name, I will do it" 

No. sin, Mary, that is in us, however beset 
or troubled in prayer, can ascend to the Father, 
becaose the Mediator, tlie . Ad vocate, the inter- 
ceding Iiigh*priest, is between God and us. 
Hence the charge^ ^' Ask in my name." 
Korean any wrath descend from God to ut 
because of Christ's intercession ; ** This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear 
ve him." On this account God has sworn, ** I 
will not be wroth with thee^ nor rebuke thee T 
that is, not in a vindictive way. . Be sure, my 
dear^ to mind this ; for it is through Christ we 
have access to God, and cannot climb up any 
other way. Hence Christ is called our resting* 
place, our refuge, the cleft of the rock, onr 
hiding-place, &c. and ** He that dwelleth ia 
the secret place of the Most High shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty." Davk) 
says, •^ 1 have set my king upon my holy hill; 
blessed are all they that put their trust in him.*' 
Then fix thine eyes, ears> thoughts, and heart 
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iiere; *aiid;5ur€! I a^ that these truths shall fail^ 
atidjjeaven and earth be.no more, .before the 
devH shall overcome tliee in this way, which is 
thine, obedience to the FatHer's, cbmra^nd. ^ 
*" The shaxb^st of the battle, Mary, is over; 

taitn arid nope sram. ground by every ons^t, and 

■*Qtt>i^U Uui ,?•' ru ^>'- "' ' ^" ' t • \' -^* <•*" 
appear stronger and stronger; and as these wax 

Strong Satan's vage will ab^te,'and his darts lose 

thein force. W'e feel them dreadl'ui when heal* t 

and conscience are stained with guilt; but, as 

faith looks to Jcsu3, guilt wears, away, peace 

affaiDL is ffek, hope, springs up, and , love lies 

smoking in the ashes, wanting nothing Hbut a 

clear view, of Christ to make it blaze out. n\e 



moreTwejgKt ilian the noise of an old bauad 

singer. ,^ , > 

^ Crlorioiis. days are before us, M^ry ; the bit- 
terness ot de^th is past : and such a weigHt ot 
cry will come down, as wiU lay you in the ciusT. 
rray for and, encourage each other, tor 1 x)e- 
Jicve that both of you are in the covenant, nor 
have T.a doubl of it. , , , . 

biviiU ' -'i.i .if^od^^essryow.aill., .^.m r»f.ftM 

.Hid Aoi\ V(it =t' '^u ^'.i ■* v.a I'K '^^JH!* SrTSV" 
".niifi ni mn) irrij j-i^: '^---i 7;'M ir ;u V>t-«i 
tiiitid Uits WW'.:':: >u'> »i/! " :>irf» it n i 
vox. Uh X 
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DXXII. 

ivAy 20, 180?. 

Olad was I to hear of the poor outlandish 
folks. You are not alone, Mary, in this con- 
flict : the devil and the doctor have been at it 
all this morning; and sure I am that nothing is 
found in thy heart that has not this day passed 
through mine; nor do I expect ever to be free 
from these till death puts an end to the war. 
You have no reason to complain, for I know 
that you gather strength every day, and stand 
more firm than formerly. God's grace still re- 
pels the force ; and Satan's darts do and will 
lose their edge, faith and hope, light and know- 
ledge, counteracting them : this the devil feels, 
and it makes him more desperate. But, as 
«ure as you are born, so sure will the abundance 
of Joy and gladness succeed this fiery trial; for 
Paul says, " As our sufferings abound, so do our 
consolations abound also by Christ; and, as 
ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye 
be also of the consolations." And God says, 
** For your shame you shall have double, and 
for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion. 
In this land they shall possess the double, ever- 
ing joy shall be unto them," Isai. Ixi. 7. 
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It 18 worse than hell itself to Satan to see 
irist embrace a perishing sinner. " Simon, 
nou, Satan hath desired to have thee,*' &c. 
id this was just after the dear Redeemer had 
d, " Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for 
sh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, 
t my Father which is in heaven; and upon 
is rock I will build my church, dnd [the 

w 

unsel of devils, called] the gates of hell shall 

t prevail against it/' This Satan heard and 

t, and then desired to sift Peter. And thus 

was with our dear Lord ; for, as soon as there 

me a voice from heaven, saying, « This is my 

loved Son, in whom I am well pleased," then 

is Jesus led of the Spirit into the wilderness, 

be tempted of the devil. And so it was with 

•b ; after God had declared him a perfect and 

upright man, 1;hen came Satan, and began 

5 work. And so it is with us ; as soon as God 

ines into our heart, to search, try, and dis-^ 

ver our state to us, in order to prepare us foV' 

e reception of his ordained mercy in Christ, 

en comes the devil. But sure I am that the 

3ment God shines in us, to shew uS our sin, 

at very moment Satan is cast out of our 

art and affections; for, if he reigned and 

led in us, he would lead us captive at his will, ' 

d make us do as he bids us ; which is not the 

se, for none of his orders are obeyed, and sin 

>t obeyed is. sin destroyed. The^ body of sin 
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is destroyed bj Christi as Paul says, and shall 
nort have dominion over us. 

It is no sin to be tempted. Paul was bufieted 
by a blasphemous, messenger of Ssltan, and be 
prayed three times that it might be removed : 
but Go^ told him that his grace and strength 
were sufficient, and made perfect in weakness; 
for, when we have no power of our own, it 
evidently appears to be God's power that keeps 
us, and his power is promised only to those 
who have none of their own. When he hath tried 
thee thou wilt come forth as gold. When Sa- 
tan had ended all his temptations on the Son of 
God, then " Jesus returned in the power of the 
Spirit, and the fame of him was spread abroad/' 
And sure I am that, if it be a sin to be tempted, 
God would not have suffered his dear Son to be 
tempted as he was. 

Whenever God brings you out, Satan will 
weep and fawn over you, as he did over me, 
wanting me to pity him. You will understand 
me by and by better than you do now. I know 
that Satan cannot take one hair from your head, 
fpr you are in the hand of a safe ally, and tbi^ 
will end in a double portion of joy unspeakable. 
Tender my kind love to Charles. 

Ever yours in the fire, 

W. H. S.S. 
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DXXIII. 

Jaly22^l603. 
To my dearly beloved Siiter in the Lord Jesut Chritt \ 

And I may say true yoke-fellow, for neither 
your temper nor mine are any of the best ; 
and, as your spjrit and mine are remarkably 
stubborn, so your back and mine often call for 
strokes, and we can say that hitherto they have 
aot called in vain, as we seldom go long with- 
out them. . Seeing then that we are often 
scourged for our iniquities, and brought low for 
eur murmuring and rebellion, we will call our* 
selves fellow- sufferers; and, being often cooped 
up in unbelief, in legal bondage, or laid by the 
heels, to keep us from pride and from running 
into mischief, we will call ourselves fellow-pri* 
soners; and, being continually harassed with 
the devil and sin, and perpetually at war and 
seldom at peace, therefore we must be fellow- 
soldiers ; and, as we are always busy, doing 
good or doing mischief, serving the Lord or 
serving sin, we. must be fellow servants ; and, 
as our neck is never long free from some yoke, 
either . the yoke 6f bondage, the yoke of our 
transgressions, or the yoke of faith, we must be 
true yoke-ftUows. Never mind it, Mary; imany 



310 

a good apple grows upon a crab -stock, and 
many a wild olive-branch is engrafted into the 
good olive-tree, Christ Jesus, and are partakers 
of the fatness and goodness of the olive-tree ; for 
*' where sin abounded grace doth much more 
abound/* 

I am glad that I now and then find a per- 
verse, obstinate, and froward one, who come« 
my way ; that is, who seldom goes long witlir 
out a sore back or a bleeding heart. Of this 
sort I do not find above two or three in all th^ 
Bible to whom I can compare myself, and those 
are brother Ephraim, brother Jonah, and bro« 
ther Peter. And it/ is often a soul-humbling 
consideration to me that none of these things 
pi^ke any alteration in the decrees and pur- 
poses of God ; — turbulent or gentle — toward or 
froward — compliant or reluctant — it makes no 
difference ; *^ I will be their God, and they shall 
pe my people." 

I have of late had some sharp soul exercises, 
which is generally the case before some M'ork 
of deliverance is going to be wrought among 
the people, those discourses in general being 
much blessed that are fetched out of the fire, 
and attended w ith self-emptying and self-abas- 
ing sensations. Last night came a woman to 
ue from her mistress, a lady by title ; and there 
are but few of them, as Paul says ; however, 
she has long been seeking rest, and going frcnn 
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place to place to find it ; of late she has been to 
hear me, and is coming to-morrow morning 
early to have a little conversation. She is 
zealously' affected with preachers; though she 
reads my books, which caution her against 
them. Sh6 says she is in sad bondage to the 
fear of her rich friends; but, having a great de- 
sire to hear me, when she set out all fear was 
taken away, and she came boldly, and felt much 
melting of soul when she entered the chapel. 
Some things made her tremble, while otherj 
encouraged her. 

Let me know, Charles, whether you have 
any suqh thing in your heart as the stirrings up 
of the old man. He is first discerned by peev- 
ishness, fretfulness, sudden gusts of anger* 
sourness, and bitterness ; wanting something to 
<quarrel with, and always in a great hurry, yet 
doing nothing ; toiling day and night in th« 
mind, and yet every thing going behind hand. 

Farewell. God for ever bless you. 

v 

Amen and ainen> says 

W. H. S. S. 
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DXXIV. 



Aagostp^ J 803. 



HxiLf thou highly favoured ! the Lord is-with 
thee: blessed art thou among women, and 
^* bless.ed is she that belie vetb, for there shall 
be a performance of what was told her from the 
Lord." The victory is gained, Mary; the devil 
begins to puff and blow; he feels now ten thou* 
sand times inore wounds inflicted by your re- 
sistance, cries, tears, and prayers, than you do 
with all his suggestions, reproaches, darts, and 
blasphemies. Oh, what a mighty thing h 
faith ! though not bigger than a grain of mus- 
tard, yet it overcomes the world, and interests 
^11 in the victories gained by the Son of God, 
" J3e of good cheer," says he, *' for I have overr 
come the world." His victories! are sure by 
faith, being already gained, and therefore he 
bids us be of good cheer. What an unequal bar 
l^ncp of povver there is in this long conflict! 
The god of this world, the king of terrors, the 
king over all the children of pride, on one side : 
and a poor woman, the weaker vessel, on the 
other. When he conquered the world he began 
with the same sex — poor Eve; and yet the 
(laughter of Ziop despises l)im, the daughter of 
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Jetusalem shakes her head at him : and wdl she 
may, seeing her second husband, her lioble ally, 
is the Lord of hosts. " Ye have overcome 
the wicked one, because greater is he that is in 
you than he that is in the world." Dreadful 
was his cursed rage against Christ in me : no- 
thing that is foul, filthy, brutal, vile, or un- 
clean, but he threw at the harmless Lamb of 
God, the holy child Jesus. And do you won- 
der at it? Were not fallen angels and fallen 
men both under the curse of God alike ? And 
might not the Saviour raise up which he pleas- 
ed? Milton says, ^ Man shall find grace, but 
devils none.* And Paul says, " Verily he took 
not on him the nature of angels, but the seed 
of Abraham ; the children being flesh and blood, 
he also himself took part of the same." 

Nothing galls the devil like this — that such 
great and noble creatures as angels, who now 
in their fallen state are so lofty and proud, 
should be passed by, and such poor worms as 
we are be raised up. But in this Christ glories, 
calling himself the Son of man, which shews 
that he took upon him their nature. This is a 
dagger in the mind of Satan. The woman was 
the first whom the devil conquered, and of the 
woman Christ took our nature. " The seed of 
the woman fihall bruise the serpent's head, 
destroy his wisdom, craft, and subtlety, and 
all his assumed and usurped power, by redeem- 
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ing us from sin, with which the devil has filled 
usy by bearing our sius; aud from death, whicb 
Satan had brought us under by sin ; and this 
Christ did by dying in our room : he redeemed 
us from the wrath of God by enduring that 
wrath, and from the curse of the law by being 
made a curse for us. Thus are we redeemed ; 
and, as for Satan, who brought sin and death 
upon us, we are delivered, while he is left be- 
hind by his own warks, for sin and death will 
reign in him, and over him, to all eternity ; 
and both the curse and the wrath of God will 
abide on him for evermore. This is man's salv^ 
ation and the devifs destruction : Christ •* was 
manifest in the flesh to destroy the works of 
the devil." And can Satan ever forgive or for^ 
get this great work of the Son of God ? No ; 
he M'ill resent it to the uttermpst, though all ia 
i^ain. 

Wherever the Spirit of Christy the gospel of 
Clirist, and the grace of Christ, come to 4 poor 
sinner, they always find him iq sin, in league 
with Satan, united to hini in the bond of ini* 
quity, fighting under and abiding staunch to 
him, as to his king and head, being blinded, 
)*uled, and governed by the devil, and led cap- 
tive by him at his will. . Christ then displays 
his power in the soul, enlightens it to see where 
it is, and quickens it to feel the eneiiiiy's r^ge 
aud wrath: then the poor signer tUFQ' tale. 
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takes part with Christ, and enters the list 
against Satan; which is wounding the head out 
of the house of th^ wicked, by discovering the 
foundation to the neck. Read the third chap- 
ter of Ijabakkuk.^ Christ, in allusion to that 
text, calls the sinner's heart the house of the 
9trong man, whom he binds, at the same time 
spoiling his house. This is the blessed work of 
the Lord of hosts, mighty in battle, as says the 
Psalmist, " He shall wound the head over divers 
countries ; he shall drink of the brook in the 
way, therefore shall he lift up his head," and 
pursue his victories. 

This is the work that Christ is now doing in 
you since you have prayed to him, and blessed 
and thanked him for discovering to y?)u your 
lost state. *■ I have drunk my wine with my 
milk. Drink abundantly, oh beloved !" Then 
he lifts up his head, and attacks Satan in the 
soul of some other poor creature ; and this you 
will soon hear of elsewhere when the work is 
brought forth in you. Had you spiritual light 
enough, you would bless yourself to see how . 
this work of bruising the head goes on. " He 
poured out his soul unto death," says God; 
What shall he have for his pains? Why, ** I 
will divide^him a portion with the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong." The 
great are the persecuting potentates of the 
earth. He shall have a portion out of their 
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f ubjects. The strong means the devil. I will 
divide them a part of Satan's spoils. Christ 
easts out the strong man armed, and spoils his 
house. This is called taking the prey from the 
mighty, and delivering the lawful captive, at 
which the devil is so exasperated, that at times 
he comes to regain his lost possessions, with 
such rage as though the sea had overflowed all 
its bounds ; ** When the enemy shall come ia 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up 
a standard against him;'' which standard is 
Christ, who stands *' for an ensign to the peo- 
ple ; to him shall the Gentiles seek, and his rest 
shall be glorious." 

You have nothing to do in this work but te 
pray, watch, stand still, and see the salvation 
of God. Hear what he says. When he began 
his work, be saw that the air was full of devils, 
for there Satan keeps his court;. hence called 
" the prince of the power of the air," and the 
whole world was full of wicked men, all on 
Satan's side, and against Christ ; who, as he 
came to redeem mankind, seems to wonder that 
man, poor ruined man, did not join with him: 
but no ; man was against ^him, and ^' he saw 
that there was no man, and wondered there was 
no intercessor; therefore his own arm bronght 
salvation unto him, and his righteousness ft 
sustained him ; for he put on righteousness as 
a breast-plate, and an helmet of salvation upon 
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s head ; he put on the garments of vengeance 
r clothingy and was clad with zeal as with a 
oak: to his adversaries and enemies he will 
pay fury." But what was all this to do? To 
scue his darling from the power of the dog, as 
follows, ^' So shall they fear the name of the 
ord,"* &c. Read Isaiah Kx. Nor will Christ 
er leave this work till he has set us poor 
ornis down in that glory from which the devils 
11. The children of God, which " obtain the re- 
rrcction, neither marry nor are given in mar- 
ige, but are as the angels of God in heaven." 
his work Christ wijl do ; yea, and set us upon 
e judgment-seat at the great day, and devils 

our feet ; " Know ye not [says Paul] that we 
lall judge angels?'* Now, let Mary lay all 
lese things together, and then wonder at Sa- 
n's hating Christ if she can. He hates him 
ith implacable, immortal, and eternal hatred : 
I will put enmity between thee and the 
Oman, and between her seed and thy seed." 

If I were with my poor dear Mary, I should 
111 her as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. You 
id poor I are stubborn ones. I had furnace 
ork enough to melt a thousand, and you seem 
) require partly as much.^— But be of good 
Lieer; for a heart well broken never gets cal- 
ms again; a little rap will break it afterwards, 
5 1 have found by happy experience; a severe 
own is sufficient to melt me to contrition. 
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You are, hoverer, afiaid of the mpardonsUik 
tiiu But wby so? Toar repentanoe is vmU 
life ; yottr hunger after Christ is from life ; jour 
exercise of faith is life ; '^ he that believes hatb 
everlasting life ;" your hc^e is a lively hope; 
and every time your heart moves in love to 
Jesus, that motion is life : he circumcises our 
heart to love him, that we may live : indeed, it 
is nothing but love that keeps you actively 
struggling, fighting, and crying in all this 
storm ; for, if destitute of life, you would sink 
and be drowned in despair and perdition : '' Bj 
these things men live, and in all these things is 
the life of my spirit; so wilt thou revive me, 
and cause me to live." How can any one dream 
of sinning the sin unto death who has alreadj 
got everlasting life, as you certainly have^ so 
sure as you are bom. 

The battle is almost over; and this letter, 
under God, will I hope help to finish it. And, 
when the devil iis routed and put to flight, you 
will see him no more till he alters his dress, and 
counterfeits an angel of light, when he will 
weep like a crocodile, wriggle and twist like a 
serpent, and fawn like a cat ; he will crawl over 
your natural passions till he move you to pity 
him, and make your bowels sound like a harp, 
as he served me. In this trap Satan has lately 
caught a farmer in Kent, whom God call^ 
some time ago, and at whose house J have 
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since preached, though he thought he stood so 
last that he should never be moved. 

I have begged for the poor islanders with 
ilfiany tears, and got up this morning at day- 
light to write this, which I think has been sent 
me by God for you and yours. 

God bless you all, says 

W. H. S. S. 



DXXV. 



Augiist 10> 18091. 



Dearly beloved in the Lord ; Grace, mercy, and peace 
be with thee through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I LONG to know how thou goest on. Hitherto 
the Lord hath allured thee, and brought thee 
into the wilderness, and given thee for thine 
encouragement a door of hope : he hath drawn 
thee " with the cords of love as with the bands 
of a man." And dost thou still go on so ? Or 
dost thou begin to feel changes come over thee ? 
There are two troublers of Israel, which will 
sooner or later find thee out; namely, Moses 
and the old man. You have read of the sad 
scuffle there was in Abraham's tents between 
Sarah and Ilagar, when Sarah quarrelled with 
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Abraham. " My wrong be upon thcc," says 
she. ^' Thy maid is in thine hand ; deal with her 
as seemeth thee good/' says Abraham. Then 
Sarah dealt hardly with Hagar, and pursued her 
from the tent. Hagar flies into the wilderness; 
an angel sends her back, and Sarah is obliged to 
submit. They had fourteen years of this work, 
which may be called occupying business in hot 
waters. But when Isa^uc was weaned both the 
mother and her son were cast out, and God 
calls her the bond womau; and her son the son 
of the bond woman^ born after the flesh, while 
his laughing at poor little Isaac is called perse- 
cuting him that was born by promise. 

Paul tells us that Sarah and Hagar were God's 
two covenants in a figure. Hagar is mount Sinai 
in Atabia^ and answers to Jerusalem that now is, 
and is in bondage with her children: but Sarah 
is the free woman, and a figure of the covenant 
of grace, answering to the heavenly Jerusalem 
which is above, and which is the mother of .us 
all. Now, as sure as you are born, the very self- 
same spirit which kindled that fire in Abra- 
ham's tents, and kept that perpetual smoke an4 
smother "thpre, is inyour house; and that sam^ 
strange fire, fume^ aid rage, that burnt in y,o*iF 
heart at my visit to Ely, is a good deal li^ent. 
" The law workctli^ wrath." It filled Say^h 
with rage* God. by the law stirs up jealousy 
like a tnan t>f war j Isaiah xlii. 13. Sarah was 
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il^us becauM H^gjar /had cone^ved wliilt 
Tikh could not; then&iK Ae MW the fmAt 
IS in herself, andiiot tn^^ithttln* Tb6lti# 
;eps die poor sirnier alwa;fs in n htiny, ttrid 
t notbiog is- don^: it makes- him jpiteVH^i 
3tfui, and hasty ; and then he freta And 'gi$£V6a 
it, always doing wrong and always repitii^ 
g of it; striving against it and cioiitlmiklly 
mbling into it H^ is perpetually fa^yin^ t6 
end the matter, and continually marring 'tM 
aking it worte. If he resolve to lit down &nd 
) quiet, theii the storm is worse ; and if deter* 
ined to go back, then is he driven on with 
eater violence: often at his wit*s end, and yet 
kding M*it enough for new projects, liew plans 
d schemes: all which are confounded by a 
irit of bondage. This is Babel building; and 
is often seen that a spirit of carnal jealousy 
one ingredient in this mixture of burning 
^mbustibles, attended with bitter waters. Doc- 
t Sack and the Countess are no strangers to 
;s of this kind. 

There was no place in Abraham's tent tilt 
od gave orders to cast ()ut the bond woman 
id her son, when there were peace, lo^ and 
y. So says the New Testament: Sinai, or 
e law, genders to bondage, and bondji^ is 
ivish fear. Now it ii perfect love that caste 
it fear; fear hath torment, and torment hath 
labts Md unbelief: but when lovt cbines 
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it casts out the bond wotnan^ tfaat.is^ the cove- 
nmt of works; together with her son, that is, 
the works of the flesh, or dead works ; for 
".when We wcj;e in the flesh [says I^aul] the 
motions qf sin, which .were by the law, worked 
in onr members to b^Bg forth fruit untodeath,'' 
The law.and. thejije fruits are cast out by. love; 
and as soon, as they are cast. ojut tranquillity 
will follow. I liaye seen a. deal of this going on 
in other fan^ilies. : ^ 

God bless thee. My love to all. 

. Ever thipe in Christ, 
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DXXVI. 

* r 

^ September f2, 1803. 

\Y HAT must I call thee, Mary ? Why, as thou 
art engaged with the world, the flesh and the 
devil,. I must call thee my fellow soldier; and, 
being both well B,i\d deservedly scourged for 
our siu; prid^, and folly, I will call, thee my 
fellow sufferer ; seeing, too that >ve are often 
shut up in unbelief and^ legal bondage, ^ or else 
laid by ;,the heels in the. stocks to k^ep us from 
running into mischief, I will ^all thee my fel- 
low prisoner. Moreover, as all our confes$tQA5^ 



333 

titions, cries, groans^ sighs and tears, con- 
:ts and struggles, searchin^s . and research- 
es, humility, self-denial, reading and ponder- 
J, watching. Waiting, hoping and, ejxrpecting,' 
3mitting and debasing, are. under theinflu- 
ce of the Spirit of life and power, and in obc- 

4. 

mce to God's word, indicating the anxiety ofr 
ost sinner after a provided Saviour, I will call^ 
ee my fellow servant : and, as thou hast now-* 
d then a ray, ^budding hope, a. glimpse, a 
it, a respite, a cordial, an enlargement, a 
:ing up, an encouraging promise, a little sub- 
ssion, a transient flame of love, and a flowing 
t of gratitude; I must and will call thee my. 
low citizen. And I am fully persuaded there 
aot a single lie in all this. If I were by thee 
hould congratulate, thee as one after my bwtt; 
art 

Thou art neither a drone in labour, nor 8lug-< 
h in child-bearing. Every striving, every. 
)an, every effort lightens the burden, lessens 
vish fear, loosens the shackles, eases the 
ud, mitigates the torment, and strengthens 
th and hope. The oW man waxes weaker 
i weaker, and the new man stronger and* 
onger. Faith itself will overcome the world. ^ 
id sure I am^ that I can perceive fivie other 
ices in Mary*s letter. , 

I tell thee again, Mary, thou art one after 
r own heart-- the. very picture of the Doctor; 
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u t>ix>ufl a £ucii^r, as <>b6tiiHite as a iduI^ as 
smir a» Verjuice, bitter as gait, as pecTiih as a 
wasp, as crooked as a nm's horn, as lordly as a 
Turk, and one that can cavil, contend, snart, 
ph>voke, wrangle, uritate, aggravate, sulk, povt 
and flout all the day long. All this I knew the 
fitftt time I saw thee. No moderate furnace, no 
oommcm fuel, will pbrge us; we must have the 
sevenfold heat and the coals of juniper ; and, 
tl^ii the Lord has purged thy filth and dross 
#iUi the spirit of judgment and with the spirit 
of burning, Gharles^li hare a new wife: old 
Aiiigs will pass away, and sdl things become 
new.' Many strong men havel seen, who have 
'waked so feeble xmder God*s rod as never to re- 
cover their health and strength again, for, hav- 
ing obtained thcir second birth, their death sooa 
followed; and all of them together never had 
theienth paft of that flogging whic^ fell to -my 
share.^ ' ' ' ' "' - ' ^-~ \ '' '" " ' " 

Never fedf ; cheir up, itny jiictthre, mj' ima^e.. 
my own child in sin, and in alf the Htirks of the 
flesh : but never fdrget this-^that *^ where sfa 
abounded grace did much more aSbuhd,'* and 
"where much i* 'fo^giVcn the same *ldv*th 
much.'* Thiey thai arc Ikithftil to 'the uhtigbt- 
ecus 'mammon will be faithful also to thtf^truc 
riches. Reproofs of instractidh are the 'ways of 
life ; iu' i9/e farnace hath he chosen lis, and he 
miikes known his choice of us in the fire, for 
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there it is tibat be saya, '': thcgi &re xoy ptfof^c^" 
and there it is that we^say^ -^ tbe loH ^ 

All this labour and tot}> Mary^ t^tthoa.act 
now under, ia^nothlng else but a broketi law; 
the law discovers sin, and qiakea it fippn^ ^ji* 
ceediog sinful; it worketh srratb and jg^dsa9 
to bondage ; it administers . condemnation ;.^ aio 
takes occasion by Jt^ and works ^U manner of 
concupiscence^ yea ^' the strength of sin is ^ 
lavir." Paul tells you, in hfs; epistles^ to the l^a- 
latiansy that Hagar and Sarah were th^ tv<P^ 
cQYenants : that Hagar waa piount Sinai in 4ra* 
bia, answering to Jerusalem, that is in^bondi^e 
with all her cbildr^n^ And^^Qu.w^y $ee what 
wrath and strife^: j()alQusy ^nd? i^dge, thece M^i^re 
in Abraham's t^nts for fourteen years, (as men- 
tiojned i« ^jr^^a^t^) liillptbp bqnd womaui tji^e 
law, waa ca«^t;o;it; ai^jdth^ l^opd qhild, the old 
man of sin, was cast out with her : when these 
are gone, Sarabt or.the new poyj^viant^ and I^aaCi 
ov\ tbe Qew man 9f gr*tfip,,,will l^^^qu^t fsi^pugb* 
Ah! aayf Maryi4?ut; )fhwM>tl^t.<p be.? When 
^our stre^ngth J3 all gppe^ ^jfor, *' jto them that 
lave no nught he ii^cr^etli str^nj^th/' When 
ilary ia an, inaQlTeitt> fiv V )vhei^,^heyMd nothing 
o pay; hfff^klyfjing^yefb^:'! .^^heu she ex-* 
►ecta nothing biitr def|r4|ie^oi|^ **^ ^ey shall 
ome tbat ate ready- to p6rislL?> . AgatOt^^ they 
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shall 6ivlinv when they, seek for me with: all 
tbeir heart." Neverthetews, be of good cheer, 
Mary ; God is a present help, yea, a very pre- 
' sent help in time of. trouble; ** he is near to 
them that are of a broken heart, and saveth such 
as: be of .9, contrite spirit ;" yea more, he dwells 
with tfa^m that are of an hutnble heart, and 
that : tremble at his word. So that Mary is 
not without God, nor without hope, in the 
world. . '^ ' f. ' • • 

« 

♦ Trine has been when Mary might have seen 
me 'in- 'tags with -only »one shirt,- children and 
wife waiting bread; and at the same time the 
chur^hHbelis ringing, a man at the door preach- 
ing blasphemy,' and a hundred more burning 
me in effigy, till God sent an awful shower and 
storm, and put .an end to the convocation. Let 
thine enemies laugh -and' rail on';^*there is a 
w<y Unto, them- that laugh jnew, for they shall 
weep;- and a-bfessing on them that -weep now, 
for they shall' laugh. And it is the Judge of 
quick and dead that ha til spoken these words; 
and heaven' and eai'tb sh^ll pass away, \mt his 
word shall stand fast. ' 

• Mary hf^t^elf do*h not envy the happinMs> 
no, nor covet thd 'State, of any onfe of- her cnc- 
mies; she knows where they -are, arnd they 
would /be glad to change states with her. 

I have got the rheumatism in my bead, and am 



but poorly ; initfiope Aottly to be at Ely, God 
willing; Give tny love to dutrles, Rebecca, 
and mothen 

Ever Yours in Christ Jesus, 

W- H. S. S; 
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DXXVII, 

Griddewood^ Oct 6/1903. 

My dearly beloved Brother in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
whom I love in the truth and for the truth's sake, 
which is with us and dwelleth in us for ever ; 

I ftoTB that thy mind, thy desires, and thy 
thoughts, are at tirties still going out^nd long-* 
tng after the only Friend of sinners, and the 
only Saviour of mankind : if so, there is how and 
theti a heavenly ray of light darts into thy ioul, 
and now and then a promise or word of instruc- 
tion or encouragement comes into thy mind ; at 
other times a sweet breeze, a neavenly gale, 
which enlarges the heart and excites great ex- 
pectation of better days and better tidings; 
then again some awful account of God's judg^ 
ments having overtaken some wretched sinner, 
and bringing him to a fearful end; which will 
excite wonder, " Why me. Lord?" and raise 
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far by natuits we ' am ^t altiu»4 Agcttn ; vrtnt 
kmd providence ttiitis up id oar behalC whiprmii 
God appears for m^ whUeotbiets 6tftw} m n^ 
ofthenro^^ but catmot dbtain it; at the siglit 
ctf which they murmur aiid envy those -whotai 
God seems to fairour ; and in whose behalf he 
silys, ^^ My hand riiall be knowtt towards my 
servants, and mine indignation towards mine 
enemies.'' 

All tibis God will most assncedly fulfil, 
thoiigh tQ pujr af^ehensioD it ms^ not always 
appear SO: but when it appears otheiwisehwe do 
W£il to watch and wait, for ^^ Judgment shail 
return uQto righteousnessi and the; upi^ight^in 
beidrt shall follow it." At other t times, instead 
of fui enliveqfing ray, all is d^k, dism^^,, .and 
giqqiipj; iiQci^r wfaiqh iihe heart siiiksc an4^ g^ts 
he^iryj^ and the soul is loir^ dqiedied^ d^t^^edj^ 
^p4r 9R ^pwed, as npt to . be-i^ble to lif ti^> i^ 
he^ mu^h less to Iq^i^^ .a,ny>pne'ii ;tiie fifcct 
N^ ev^y 4)iing, .thatloolts.gjiy mahe cica.- 
tapn,: proi^ptes sorrow in the-«oijLl;.the sut^oi^ 
righteousness is eclipsec^; w^ cannot shiimj^ 
th^f foiT^ ^!f Q>. solitude sujts bf st ; ai^^lnqrqfiipe: 
g^ no re^ie^ 90 redress, but by :{M)tiriog;^3DKt 
wr soi^ s^lone,. andshew^pg God qur trmth^fi; 
and; soni^tinpeS; ^vei^ tbi^ is denied, as theP^mr 
)st faiths " I f^# ^9 troubled I C2^nnqt spe^k." . 

ULf abs^^Cj however:^ ffiakes us prize his 
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th aifd tie«c))C» «» t^ kfi^w who it ii th»t 
kc8 thfiie i;baiig^«» wm^ o^f fraiiK& to differ 
di otfafrs^ while ** tljQse that, have no change, 
r QQt Qod^'* ^* The h^art l^iio^eth its ow% 
ref pi^fi " wb^n he ifi gwe, *^ a^d a i^trangw^ 
sraieddieth not with our jo^ " whf o Jesm^^ 
nt&. agai«« Every visit that be pays i^d. ui^ 
eeter aod sweeter, his face ahinei ^brighter ai^4 
ghter, and faith gejts atfoiigei ai^ strc^p^r; 
For a small moment have I forsaken thje^ 
t with gceat ^merolf ^ wilM gather thed: in 
bttla wra^i I hid my face fxora thee for a 
»menty but with everlasting kitldness^will I 
ire. mercy on thee; safth^the Lord thy Re- 
amer ;** therefore. " in the.day of adversity 
isider; God has s^et t\m one against die 
ler.*' :':;,- ^ . ' ^ r ■ 

Ay, sa)rs Charles, it ia so indeed; but when 
am left (fans gloomy J seem s6 weak^ aiui 
Eirtless, that I c&M feign myself sick, aiyd 
to bed, havingHQ heart for any thing; but 
ik like a fool, scarcely knowing whatl am"* 
out Then I get peevish, and am r^ady te^ 
arrel with every bodyr^ feeling such bitter-^ 
ss, rage and anger boi^ng within, th>t [^a-^ 
even at the providence of God, because he 
Q mend it if he would. So th^t I. find it aa 
lomon says, " the foolisilmess qf rp.^n pervert- 
n his wayjc and his heart fretteth against the. 
)rd." 3at God knew fro^i eternity what we 
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sh<mld be, and wbat^we arc ; and yet he loved 
us, and wHl love us to the end; and/ as a proof 
of it, chastens, cuii^s, crosses, and tries us, 
that he may humble, soften, meeken^ and make 
us sore and tender ; and then declares that he 
will dwell '' with diose that are of an humble 
and contrite* -spirit, to revive the heart of the 
bumble and the spirit of the contrite ones.*^ 
'. God bless thee, my dearly beloved brother 
in Christ. 

Ever yours, 

W.H. S-S 



DXXVIII. 

Octobitr 31« 1803. 
Bear Friends in the Lord Jesas Christ, 

We reached Gricklewood last night a few 
minutes after ten o*elock. There is little 
else talked of here buf the Frfench invasion. 
What the Lord has to do with us the event 
must prove ; but this I believe, it shall go well 
with them that fear before God, 'Let us, my 
dear friends, cleave close and watch Ins hand 
all the day long; for he will pull down, and 
not build up, those that consider not the ope- 
rations of his hands; but those that observe 
his handy works shall understand the loving 
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Jness of the Lord. Praying and watch- 
observing and acknowledging, reading, 
litating, confessing; submitting,' professing, 
uring, hoping and expecting, are the prin- 
il branches of our holy profession ; and I 
e we shall never flinch, nor give place to 

devil, but dispute every inch of ground 
h him; for there is not a truth in the 
►le, nor a promise mad6, too, not one bless- 

conveyed, nor an answer to prayer given, 
i he will labour to dispute us out of: yea, 

very being of God and the striptures them- 
/es ; and at times will tell us that there is no 

• » • • • • : 

• li . 

* His being and his name disown^ 
And say that devil apd l;e|] there's none.* 

llow pleasing then it must be to God to sec 
children unwearied in fighting with him, 
lowing hitn iip,' giving him stroke for stroke, 
Iding the shield of faith, persisting in their 
jfession, and crying day and night to God to 
avenged of their adversaries! " Blessed is 
t man that endureth temptation, for when he 
tried he shall receive the crown of life/' 
jain, " 1 write unto young men because ye 
e strong, and have. overcome the wicked one; 
r greater is he that is in you than-he that is 
the world." He is a conquered enemy ; the 
IV iour overcame him, and spoiled him of his 
» main arms, sin and death. The Saviottr's 
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blood cleanses from the guilt of all sin, 
is thereby blotted out of the book of God*8 re- 
membrance, and shall 'never be found nor 
remembered against us any more. The righte- 
qusness of Christ justifies us from it ; grace 
counteracts its reign; the Spirit*s witness se- 
cures us from its condemning^^power ; and God 
promises nev^r more to impute it ; and at the 
resurrection it shall never more appear. " There 
shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of 
the Lord of ^ hosts;'* no more shall the uncir* 
cumcised and the unclean pass among Uie citi- 
;;ens of Zion. . . 

. I have found no small degree of liberty in 
praying for the poor afflicted boy,, and cannot 
help hoping that God will answer, either in her 
half of the body or the soul, in hi^ ^wn due 
time. 

I began this scrap on Thursday n^prf^ing 
last; since when I hav^ been so harassed with 
company of one sort or other, that I could 
not finish it till this morning. Busy or not 
busy, however, company or no company, I 
never forget the poor outlandish folks. 

Farewell. The God of all grace, mercy and 
peace be with you ail ; so prays the troubler of 
Israel, . , 

w. ri. S. i. 
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Bee. 9, 1803; 
. .Bear 9rolh!^|:i 4ll<l,3i^^ ift the Wd Jm% 

OURS is come safe to hand, and I have laid 
the matter before him who has all power in 
heaven and earth, and found no sniall liberty at 
the throne of grace! ITqw it will turn out God 
only khow^> and time alone caii tell; but if he 
speaks the word^ the little si^rvant shall be 
healed, which God jgraht, for the sake and for 
the honour of his' drily begotten and dearly be- 
loved Son; for there can be neither wortji nor 
worthiness in us, Yoii may have more love, 
joy, peace and comfort in your soul, than you 
have at present : fcut' I qiiestidh whether you 
eycf Will likve more of the po\Ver of God with 
you ; fbr He is a present, a y^ry. present help in 
trouble : " When thou passest through the fire 
thou shaUqotte tiurrit, neither ;shall the flame 
kindle Upon thee^** 

*rh6u artiiow in ^he deep waters of inbred 
corruption, iand in tlie flames of infernal rage : 
and, if ever those words were fulfilled in this 
world, they are in your present experience, and 
you are as sensible of .the protecting power of 
God being with you as I am of the sight pf my 
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eyes, or of die use of my limbs. You are also 
as sensible of your faith now, and at times as 
strong in faith, as yon ever will be in this 
world. You can feel his arm,^ and see his faith- 
fulness, truth, and tender care : but his soai* 
dissolving mercy and all*subduing love, dart* 
ing from bis reconciled and reconciling connte* 
nance, is reserved for some future period, as 
the crowning work of all, for it is charity that 
edifies or builds us up for even 

I^t Satan swear, rage, and rail on ; he heaps 
more indignation on his own head, but is suf- 
fered to do you no harm. He suffers ten thou- 
sand times more than you dd when he sees a 
lost soul get into the favour, love, and cove^ 
nantofGbd, which fills him with such jealous 
rage as wounds him to distraction. And how 
can it be otherwise, when he sees his own works 
in the poor sinner destroyed, and superabouhd- 
ing grace reigning over sin ; the sinner raised 
to that heaven he has lost, and himself plunged 
deeper and deeper into the pit wherein he 
hoped to catch us? He will soon shift his garb, 
change his voice, weep over you like 6, croco- 
dile, fawn like a cat, and stir up every fleshly 
passion and corrupt affection that is in your 
heart, to pity his hard fate, and lament his 
doom. You may see several of his mourners 
in Ezekiel viii. 14. 

He drove a strange trade with me when he 
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rned himself into aa^^agel of light: You may 

rhaps/wp'uder at this, biit so you will find it^ 

loubt not. .'God's strength, however, is maxie 

rfect:in Qilr weaknes^^iaiid his grace siifi^ 

?nt for .us; so that Satan has.jgained no 

oiind) for we are just where we were in spite 

him. Christ .promises to us power to trea4 

»on jsecpents, and^over all the power of the 

emy, and that nothing shall by any means 

irt us ; and we . are living witnesses of 'the 

jth of this great promise^ for we are bettered^ 

rged 'from self and self^sufHciency, from fof- 

dity, self righteousness, false confidences, and' 

tten hopes ; and our faith has gained ground, 

d grown exceedingly, under all these darts 

Satan. And, if our faith thirs fights the 

vily stands fast, yea, and gains ground upon 

m, what can it not do ? 

Mary, you know not what a debtor you are 

the grace and power of God. You know not 

lat spirit you are of, nor what great trea:- 

re is already found in you. But this I know, 

at ** there is no enchantment against Jacob, 

divination against Israel : the Lord his God 

with hiin, and the shout of a king is among 

em." -:;''''■'■' ■ , '^■' • 

I have lately had a sharp contest with Sa- 

a, both by day and night; but I came out 

th fresh views, new ideas, and additional 

wer; and last Sunday a large -flock out of 
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^riuMhriuigh to fetob ik iip miil«i4K.4(c#SW* 
I have lately had tidmgaof a , ]a^y »4| .^^^ 
%ioo4 ' (my oathc filaioe) < bein^ i brougl^' out 
irliea I Decently pleached tlicre,; she wakfai|yfj^ 
ted. to her old forms, but no(K^ for gop4P4Mft 
«sd is now opposed. from* all <fi|ar!(ers».aSt|# msp 
to be th^ case with those wboaiQod lay/lh*ifr 
. . Tbader my kind love to, poor JCbar)ts,oJj(,f^ 
beoea^ motheri and all friewb. . .j . - ^r :^i:s? 
Ever yours in the patii of tnbftlattfiiirtn^ j.9is 

/ W..|I^jij-%^ 

DOOJI 

'^ '':•' • <»• ' • . DXXX. '* .It '\i^ c- Y 

• • )/3 mil* yfQ(R 

JaDoary 2, 1804. 

DEAR FRIENDS, ' . ^^\ ** 

I;HAV4^ no>y >fi«iJil>ed my preachmg. %f^^ 
wfiek, and long much to hear frofl|i jw^ ^'^ 
J«ord ^seibms to give you a large, sbare.of ^urpji^ 
mmk at the beginning of your ^iffmmPio\^ 
UfMwev^r^ good that a man: bear .t)i(^ yJF^dtt 
bU yputh ; that is, it is good for ay/^jji^g;}!^ 
fossor to be well e^rcised with thei yokf^/giy^ 
4iimi«lvem$grQisionS|^apd..tbe,ypfce ofil^rajiibpad- 
.ageiwWch|serv^«jtQ bripg u8icl^^Qff/|oi9Vl})f 

avu« »•• ...... . ♦ .. . . ^ '^v; ?^'if iS(L 
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e fledb. ItaMkes' U9 more pure is our kit- 
aige» iiMf9€vftQg€lie&l in oor obedience and 
»rs1ttp/Jih)d tnow grateful to Christ for Im 
aiee atod. great salyationw 
To bcsar thfeyokeih our youth is. good, -bo- 
use, . aftei* much indulgea^^ (sudl aa Job 
d Hjezekiah had)> to be brought back to all 
e dtoriBa.of $1941 and into bandage, distreas 

d mtseiy, appeurs, as Peter iays^ ^^ though 
me stralkigb thrpg had- happened to us; bem- 
use soula much - indulged hevisr>^x'pect such 
^tDieiit» But I' am fulty perisuaded that the 
erlasting. hilts stand not faster than my 
th stands in this, that God, by all these 
;anS| works for his own honour, and our souIU 
od% . 

You will in due time wonder at his mercy 
)re tlian ever you titembled at his anger ; for 
your afflictions abcmnd, )|0>hall ypur conto* 
ions. abound, according to bis prombe, which 

wifl Qiake good ; ^^ Fol* your shame you shall 
ve <k>tible> and for confusian you shall rre- 
ce' m y^iir p^(^t)h; therefore in this land 
u^all pMsless double^, everlasting Joy shall 

unto yob<;- - This is^a promise of the ^ Old 
istamtot^'^^dikftl ^J^diator of the New Tea- 
[nent will put an hdiiour upon it. 

Theuapardpxiable sin, my dear friend> ean 
ver he committed. but by real hypocritea; no 
ul^ that has anyf^ or reverence of God, qr 
at was ever mide hp^est, tender, conscien- 

VOL. III. t 
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MBncuAi^ocired hit csusev soughlrkiU frm ionpit- 

ingi .ftod faiugering for the bnad of hea^Hri^ tio 

60ul that ever was ccwvinced^ ccnkvidod^ q«Mi- 

-^^fidf sdi^eh^di and triedby tbe Holy Spimt; no 

«ftiii^^i^ tliat eiver folt the- plague of Im heftut; tbe 

curse of tke law, the angeri)f God| and tbicstjBd 

i^tMt rigbtcmisness ; no broken^hettfted'^ siii- 

^Q^ no contrite - soul, no one that wasev^ 

bumbled undei? the mighty band of God, to.fplftt 

histnoutb in tbe dust, if ao be4bei< nHgbtdbe 

bdpey «jfer committed that ain^ wbichi'Wn 

lonlybe done by an unpardonable sinner^ Nifbole 

ileapt, conscience, and aifection» trere M^ 

searched, never purged, never infliieticetf^Vy 

uthe Holy Spirit. Christ tells you that Buj^ks 

liattaMray finally, so a»to return fco irittrt,^ H^e 

II© foot in- themselves, for that robt^s Wq^B^. 

xi, 48; and love, Zcph. iii. 17.- ''^ • "-^ "^'^ 

The Lord .says* of such hardj^d 'sibA^, 

<thAt tiiey • suddenly spring up into*a^4&Hfl^ 

profession, and then wither, because tlv^4i<4e 

no deepniess of earths Their souls ar^^^'VMt 

trtsunded, broken, softened, iheekene^^ nor 

'made tender, sore, nor con trite: but flie^'wRBftr 

)away for lack of liioistttre ; that is, thfey Mi^ftto 

'godly sorrow, true penitence, riof . <!t)wrn^8ft 

Of contrition, gratitude, affbctioits ti^riMnfs- 

'^ittega to God in pV^c^ ; but, ai^^tffif ^«SlJf- 

(jliires ^iaf, thfcy hbal^d the word, ancf "iii^efit]^ 

^-Tungup; whereas, instead of' springing up, 
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01^ w^t«/ktiQOlGo&4bwn, and hive been long 
{iriAc0M^«id4tl|a)twi^' a witness^ to thiydiijr. 
They^tii3eiv{9dtli6 word i^ifitb joy;" uriielteas 
tej hive »teceWed it i& ima^y. ^e(ir jbys 
itfaen^d iitv>ajr^^ Mrhifet you have hud no joys to 
[(heov aMithiiig>ib|it jBorro^ and vtxatioA of 

: Ghi)iBt>8laya^ ^^ As soop as the sun was up 
eyrsmereisfaorehed;" that is, as he explains it, 
^Kbe^'{iiidrteau.tiDn..and temptation came be- 
iiS]B of dte^word^ they were offended, and fell 
rajtya^^herasas^ .you' have had nothing but 
(frptatk«K.aqd7persecu|ion(far years^ and thave 
'3»^ g^^^riDgt 'Stronger to this day instead of 
e^99F)ji^:bQl$l£yrin$tei^4i of being frightened 
?^';/r««jSfifpJ^Hft And pray wh#* are ^touto 
Ik ^MB^ V .Yff^jiwer^ .newr; in the scornerfs 
W!^t)^# £fc |»P9*cJei ftf presumption, :nor 4id 
)u ever pretend itO; be VP^^ ^he RQCk, much 
H^.^gofi ^.qMfunt., Youi. ba^Q , .been ia the 
»^ji¥e.j>Ma^p4 ip ^miry. clby ev^riisioceil 
,y<e^|K(K)4isiiE.yj?u,r afnd. ^a^not therefore: uft^l 
W9fii ujalesflf j^QH.feU int9. heUitseJf. ; . .{> c ; 
I>?*4«yfttt5^¥^r n»?k?.ftJ>".^lM5 >p«of!aiw<mi«nd 
nf^iRft More ft. figltfeoij? ASfismW*i)9IBd 

i»/y.?'^^,.^j.ft;9h'^ch? j^p. /rjim ¥*^«wi 
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trf mercy, 'lanW g^fng 'all 8wrfta^fbst^ ftdtftio 
fklWt}^ airay/ lA must be thk casef iiAHP^IIIiMt 
%vh6^ commit khc iifa ttiitfl deithj- • '-^ ^^^ nu.i? 
Tte unpard(ytaab1e%lniierdb^9^^t%«^4ril 
profession m ^lii beait/ but^rn the h#Ad^3)K 
cioesiiot-begin wiA -Me, Ofhting ^i#idlMM(i, 
but ^vith ligbt; he i^ iiiumiDated, ll«&.^^^4 
Be'g^s great knowrledge and utiAerstiMdiAJ^ 
1 €or. xiii. 1 : m this light al)d knoW'teiigr'h^ 
tejoites, an^ receives the wend With j*y5^lfich 
is called tastifig of it; Heb. vil 5: Wher«i^ 
a visible reformation • takes ^laee : thfe (ibcl^Ml 
i^irrt goies but of the man ; when tWre -dfUl^ealr 
great gifts of knowledge, of spe^dh afny^UffH^- 
ancfc, to preach,* ' ptti'y, tep^^vTC and^ ¥bl^e, 
which are callecf a* tiiftiiig of-thc hetV^tfly gift, 
Heb. vi. 4. • ' AiM/ as^ tha h(*3f^Spfritri*et»«BMr*d 
tb^se gifts eVeh upon Judds, be is ^\Sm nkt 
pari? t)f the midiitry, Adt^i. 1?; <)nfc^&ttXTrfilt 
is^ a^ifH but not grace. *Know*st ihoK^'ltot 
that such may be stewards of thcimyfiteri^^of 
God, and yet not ste^i'ards of-tb^ mtiflfttd 
grace of God?- ^* Knowledge. 'pAffeth ■'Opr' 
HcnCe such are said to- be vainly poflfednp^tfa 
a ffeshly miiid ; and bur 'Lord decl»tb tfhftC^bfe 
i?^o hath not lif(i, but merely a gift, frbmHiin 
shill betaken away *eventha%^w1iich he ^llalSi ; 
N^life bee thai hkth life, to'-himshatP^e #Ven, 
arid be stiatiha'^e mor^ abhndimce! "! ^^-'- -'- 

r 

ft 

Those who possessed such giftsj when de- 



m 

riMfi^l of::#%V99i4r(t exposed: to .shame and 
dSfi^nPfst^hdlore the people of God, . who then 
lun them : and^twJ^eti ^cfa a barFea branch fs 
1^^ fiom t^i^ vii^e, ^h(^n rwtcked; men gather 
lemvftpto their /Qompany ; they then moui^^the 
:orQ0r's diair, and deride thepcs^^ nefdy,,.an1i' 
mple saints of.Gpd. , Hence tba qhurchcom^ 
lai&% '^ Wfi are filled with the scorning ^of 
30se that are at ease/' who^ in order tp recon- 
il^ themselves again to the wxirld, s^Qd an em- 
assy, and desire conditions pf peace, as. Judas 
id when he made ^covenant with the priests 
>: betray Christ They hate the power of jGod^ 
'4)$rever convictions, conversion, humility,^ of 
leeJcness appear, because tho^e flash . con vic" 
;Oi| and reproof upon them; so^that theyr^fie^r 
^^nd^)Mil 9gainst sncji * tilings, and are thfere- 
^Mt said t^Oidp despi^- to, the Spirit of gra^oe. 
-bey deiiide and ridi^uk all tall^. of pa^d^ 9snl 
WW by tbe,,h^Qd of ChrWt; and benc^ are 
lid^tatraiBple^ under foot the Son of God; s^ndj 
atiog^.him, as the Jews did, they are of, the 
^me spirit with tho^e who murdered him, and 
ate Jbis church as the Jews hated ^Christ, tl^e 
etd of itvB church^; whefefqre tbey {ire said to 
TMcjify ihitn . afre<^. AU.,>vhic^, must be ^one 
gfaip^j light, aiid ;knQwJedge, vJUing)y, wil- 
iUjJj BOeajpi^tfipqsJy, ao^i} jf^itly ^higbhand— 
nd that pubj^y, J?|«fo;|^f - |Mt^ul ^i1|^ emenjies 

TTiv; lV.^'L .'';«? '-■ K .''••.-•;.->-• -,- > i^ 
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to G9df^;^diei«|b»e i»i$ catt«^ puaMl^Ottriitilto 
aH'Opeli'Aame^ '- ->' w/ q'»t./! f»t boi* 

«. I am in topes' that' Got'WtlL^l^fit and :bi«i^ 
tliMe.scfapi todiiefitaiigU iliy ^af 'friMiil ftmit 
tteaiiafe nfi&atati; Tender my Itind iM^i^tQ^ 

Yours most affectionately in Chnaf^ - (^H: 

V i*i ..:•.' . : r/ ,, ' • . 3;"s - . :^^ Of 

f 

PSAR SUT£E, 



lfl>lnfb9fi«ligl>twg^TjiegimtiDg; ar foigetiiB^o 

tb«je/riiriiN» in ftiy ' eodscicnc*, for'if^^is^JftiaBJ^- 
niqnthi'a^ imeel wrote t(y1!h^,' aifiF^ftiiVe' 
not^yet- received an aiiswer from pdo^ M»*^;' 
viUeb)<)ftisttttd me^Qdt a little, 'as I tiev^r'^^ 
gotueither you>w yours; ^ Sdmdtitries I.^iiipi 
poriidi that you were Tn;'at other tiMes thdtt' 
t&e ^t child was goae^and grief had sv^aP** 
lomcfl yob up; aod the last tidings that ^h« 
davihbsoiig^ ine were that C. was draWu awi»y 
by the cunning :craftiuesS' of those who- 4ie ^ hi 
WBhotoLddcekC) attd^that all my labour WoiHd 
be ifMt and in tmu. Thvus he *puCTled; plagued; 
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od to keep you, and teach yoiiy /faid^^itw^ 
ffRgtftif equal to ycm dky^ . . The. -AiroaocK iriil 
w^ ip«H:tus( for the longer: wte< are is it^ iikt^ 
righlber we^ahajil cocmoQt; tbeloog^r we.tiMlii^ 
le bitter cup, the loogor M^ittfae^ur^t'ilrteii^ 
ley come. » - n ^ . •: .oY 

It is tkti everlasting rule, ''As thy day, so shall 
ly strength be ;" as afflictions abound, so con* 
^lations abouud; as 1^ outward man decays, 
» the inward man is renewed day by day ; and 

we are partakers^ of the sufferings, so shall 
e be of the consolations : '' for your shame 
)u shall haye double, and for confusion they 
tall rejoice in their portion." This is God's pro* 
ise, and he will make it good. We may be 
!i^n "ta^tsed with a ti^Kpe^t, diiti 'titt dOttvfdrif-- 
t ; j:()xt;^hd) vr\\h majce u^:an eternal ejt«ilkfii^, 

crotvrn of gloryr ^od a liadem bf httUiAy^. 
bei^jEyver his h^ftd i* put forth aiid made^ hiW. 

Qttr, behalf. I know k it good, ttwi GodI hi^ 
idiit, } that: a man bear the yoke in hisr youth } 

« 

a<t is,, that wtf should be diso^plined With the 
)ke of 'pur own transgressions, and the y6k4 of 
p law in our youth, or young daye ofonr-fMt 
^ioH; for' it niakesf the SaviourVyoktf tafifd^ 
fly, .jim). bis burden more fight., t « v ; 

I hat^ lat^ly^r Ilk raiiocK: ti^ay^^ Md^ idiit^? 
arp estereiis^^^ but ii]» the Sp^i^rll»v.^ 'Ktf fc'nf ' 
uch more than myself; s^thit I hive,, \itrttif 
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he cannot destroy the soulr b9 miiULQtltient kh9'> 
bpdyo .'Tibc lamtiix child, ftliAtWia^b«<Hlgk^^^ 
Cht4(st^ he cDQvubed^ fay twiating' itis boiiMibK| 
H& Sieatrd rjph^t hbodi «nd filled his ;akin vj^} 
hoilsu >: A«)ther poor:inaii: had bis ears btoppe^j 
avdhis tongue confined; and when Christ oaati 
oqt the d/evily the dtaf heard^ the dtimb fipaifelo 
anib the people said, ^ He hath done allthfaigiti 

wdty ^ ^ * ...i jrHl 

Just before Christ snfferedr S%tm gotiholAl 
of -poor Peter's tongue^ and began to/reb»Atfj 
Christ for talting about dying at Jeru8alem>><fiR^ 
Christ .idetected hiib : *' Get theebehJAd nsc^rSfr: 
tan.'' But, at the apprehension Jof:OWi d§M I<AH>i 
Satan iroriced ia^tlbe blood and aenaes qfiall:^ 
diseiples^iiitKl rodced them to sle^p^ so tbat)^hfOI 
coittld no£ watch one hour; fi^* whi^ 6at^ 
hoped: to have bad them sl^n by the soUlierp. 
But the Lord continually told them > to M^pb^ 
and pray, lest they entered into tempta^pn, 
thereby giving them a bint that a sleepy dgyijl 
wai$ upon them ; whereas, telling ^em * so Jn 
plsftA' terms would have alarmed them, for i^t'^ 
thil? time they knew but little of Satan^ ^ 
vices : and it is this branch of his cmft, ,|b^t j^n 
kre now under, in w^hich you come step by step 
after me, for he brought me into the same state; 
but prayer routed him ; and I have not^ a single 
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rtiiiw hiWi^f against. Go^an4H^^^ r- > 

;B\9> n/eK.t^briHich of pQliqy is tq, blind ^ 
4erst;apdii\gi a# Paul saj;^ *> le9.t the gloriouii^ 
lit of ^hc ^sprl of. CHrist^^boul^^^shinje ifi^ 
sm.*' Hence you read that ^the; kiag^^pqq^, j9|[ 
s beast i^,ifullpf dackne% .,. ), j_. ^i i r 
His third branch of labour is to ipake the 
H obstinate : " Go, work to-day iu my vine- 
rd/' says the Lord^ *V but he answered, I 
11 not/* This is the devil's work, his armour 
lerein he trusted, and hjs strong holds or 
Iwarks, which he raises against God. But the 
•ly Spirit, who is stronger .than the strong 
in armed, takes away his armour wherein he 
isted ; by quickening the soul, removes car* 
1 oa^ ^M sewrity j.Rpd by ajian^jog t]^,.9p^- 
ience^' aud awakening the mind, ^d^ts^gf^ i^ 

Isc peace. ' - . ^ • .i. j jrrr 

Through the mercy of .God in Cbrist J^^i^i, 
can clearly see that this work is alreadj(f(39i?6 
thee. Satan has lost his f6rt rpy9l-;-rTtI]ie 
art, the conscience, and the wiU--^wbic)i he 
s long laboured in vain to regain.. An4 sui:e 
am that it is our present wo, anduet^^nal 
;nger to have that sworn enemy in undistpr^d 
^ssession of these. But when the hply i^pirit 
3 cast hiip out we are safis.. And ycMi ^^y ^q^ 
hat pppr, pitiful shifts he makes when h^ has 
St the heart and aoul of poor sinners. You 



he cannot destroy the soulr k9 mllioiitient Ab^? 
hpAyci yriielamti^bicfandf^t^t waa^bifHkglft/^ 
Chriisi; lie <:birvol9ed,^ fay twiating' its hoiMth^^ 
He Sieatrd r Jpb*s Mood, and billed his akin viA) 
lK>tl9L >. Aikodfeer poor :mafit had his ears btoppedjj 
awl Afais'toi^ue confined; and when Gbristoasfej 
oqt thcTbvily the dtaf heard^ the dtimb fipaftitfo 
anib the people said, ^ He hath done all thfaigitt 
wdid' . •. * ..i ^rHl 

.Jttst before Christ sn^eredr StUn got.h^Mli 
of* poor Peter^s tongue, and begat toi'reblAtf^ 
Chrbt for tailing about dyings at Jerusalem,^^^ 
Cfaffist.tletected htnci : *' Get theebehjnkd nK^iSi^j 
tan/' :Bttt, :at the apprehension x)f xh^T) 4fm ii^ 
Satan vroriced ia the blodd and aens^s qf all^llb 
disciptes^imd racked them ti> sleeps so^tbaMbfilf 
coiuld not watch one hour; f^C/ whffh ^atf^^ 
hoped: to have bad tbem slain by tbii^ 9oUltfr^» 
But the Lord continually told them^tpi W9^fill^ 
and pray, lest they entered into tempta^puy 
thereby ^ving them a hint that a sleepy dj^yU 
was upon them; whereas, telling them SD:^a 
plaotiD terms would have alarmed them, for i>i^^ 
thtjt* time they knew but little of Satan^^ 
vices :: «nd it is this branch of his cmfti itJi^t J!9» 
ire now under, in which you come step by atep 
after me,'for he brought me into the same state; 
but prayer routed him ; and I have not a single 



34ff 

ubt,' iflWC p*rs«vtBre in calling upon the Lardy 
^ th^!^ ybfr will s^n seethe blesded ^ffects^ 
eft Ifi^ttil&htaftfer^lsc^ - • . , . 

^Mjr^A^r!afiiter m thi^Lor^ sees vrhtt poin^i 
:{M diifti Sdt^n 16 putto> frottnl^emg a pre-^; 
ide&kitkgi^axkd ^ettcsg hittweMf upas a god 14* 
^^nwJd f and, 'from: being the roariiirg'4ion^ to* 
^rtfyMrttH dedh iaiid tfestruetiony he is iidw^ 
l%ed tb'beiconie anockerofthecradle^ to^epc 
solfld^htertof Zion ftbm qallkig upon Godi^ 
he had not lost the heart, he would never 
i^rdc^ rsr tS sQOb: poor; loirDsubterftiges ( as 
^ >^¥du Imve/ Mary^^ahaost tired i^innoiit ; 
ibaginis to paift for breath; and I knovr'lliat 
i3lam l*avfe liow but little ibrce in tliem, iwfc ' 
^1)W duggestidhs leave that bane behixidithem;7 
lich they^^fbmierly didj^ and as hope rise% itr, 
ifitetiEi<6ts 'th^ta, ^ so that they have but little' 
iglft. TWs^wiidthecase with me, till at }ast 

lionsens^ aprpeared like the noise of an old 
lad singer: 

The spring is 6omihg on apace, when I hope, 
pay you atiother visit I am glad to hear that 
3r Charles is coming to town, and shall be 
d • to see my feHow farmer. That God 
nighty may bless you both, and the poor little 
js, is, and I hope ever will be, the prayer df 

I Your soul's well wisher, 

^ - W. H. S.S. 
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tbigfct do ; atifl a long time 4id ^Ul^i^ at this 
biftyrfe I #Mind4t9ut^ kavitig tioiW^&'tnsVini^ 
nkt'i hdwemer^ accoiding to cilslplli^ J ldJfdtli|Q 
SatUn"^ charge, and carried it to Godbjt pvilff^; 
Md m that way> and no other, 4id L gi^t ^rid^ 
it. $oan after this lie tried me atiotbe^nfeiy^ 
l^hieh was ' by sending blaspheniiXis vtbdbglifc 
ih^oughimy mind while in the p«)|bi«j inbMSildl 
that I'have at times ^topt and4fsten^d tdt^#h«i^ 
%bs»li€d and ashamed^ in themidMpfmy^M^l^, 
Aihi6h he even tempted 4ne tabla^hem*l«^"»Jfi 
/ $brel am that the LorI hath sh(Af«Hii^<^ 
llMrt, anfi m^do' manifest its cmin6^ii^''%^ 
f>b\t«r has m^de the6 wi>Hn^< t4]M; la4r <ff fSitti 
ki ^Htten Qfl thy ikiiiid; hi^ lov^ hik6 Hi^id^fS^ 
1l^ thy hfeart/ and hn fcaee in^ thy d^s<^^ 
.^ can Salau e^er regain these, ' lidt^tntk^ 4% 
soul loyal to him again. Neverthelesil,^r|jelt 
C^?v*e that he has foiled thee, and'thoii^hfek^^ept 
trnek pan of the- price ; or thoa hast tfot toid^bhc 
ikH. '• Yba say that it was not long iinc6^'jtoa'feft 
yourself in the light of the Lord's couhS^aklie, 
and feared very often you were d<Mfeg- these 
things yourself, which continually made you 
fear the unpardonable sin. * 

Here Satan foiled you ; these comforts were 
from* the good Spirit of God, though Satan 
suggested that it was your own. striving that 
worked you up into these frames, which made 
you suspect them, wherefore you shunned arid 



S49 

• ~ ^ • ^ ^ • 

A fofm of godliness, human pride, Carnll 
sdom, false, doctrine, and self-righteousness, 
2 Satan's forts an4 bulwarks : but, wheii he 
s lost his possession of these, he can and does 
ytk ia the bodies of poor creatures, though 
tt without God's leave. He can work both in 
e ton^iie ^iid^fes. Our Lbrd cast <>trt a*d«vfl 
bthoDfi bVwdittd dfanib, whd'thdn t«6l!Hi««# 
dsjJakef' It"*riS' Satan lTi{lkirt|gtfs6«T ^tet^i 
ft^o&tA-Vefettke oWr dear Lord, white W MiA 

PeWr; •*^ettIieebehiiitl'me,'Satah:'* '«at!iA 
fa W?k''}ft the' muscles J ♦'^Oiigh* fe6t'*hi« 
•inftrti, ^iftittg A dabgHter of'AbraKam, ^hdift 
tan'h!ltft''bduAd these eighteen yeArSj-'ttflife 
9fcd ffofti this bond oil the Sdbbath' d^iy ?'"iHfe 
h 'ff&tk'tob in the blodd/alis thfffe&se ik'^ 
lis'thkt'are insane,* whbfn^ie kefeps^inf' at^-\%t. 
rtt heat duriiig the coldest night,-' vfrttfe«> fB»y 
!^fer watit a^fite. The Kttle b()y^thAt A^tffe C^ftP- 
gtt5 Christ, Satan thrfew do^Vn4n convulsfon^ 
rtwistrnghis bowels; for \<rhich the Lord^W^ 
iked^im, and* healed the child. • *i : rr^g 

The devil used toget tiie'into ft i^otft)4 sMf^ 
hen I had scarcely any flesh uptm-^y 4M(n#l, 
lerefore far enough frombein^ heavy thf^itt^ 
>rpulency. And these sleepy fits xrer« b!U^%^H 
ihed, for they never came unless in the fittest 
%, t^ prevent my getting up \xy |)rSyir,^^' 
se when on my knees at prayef, or tti ¥fe^l^ 
le Bible. Any thing^ else but these ihlhg^^ 
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mlgte do; fttid a lotig time^id ^Itf^bur^at this 
fai#ienr6 I #dtend4tQut, having tioftd^l&lnsWu^ 
tMi however, according to cilsioin^ I Md^ifo 
Sattti's charge, and carried it to God'b5» prsM^; 
Md in that wayv aod no other, 4id 1 gi^t ^rid"^ 
it. ^oon after this he tried me anothef^^^iy^ 
which was ' by sending blasphemous tthobgfMs 
th^oBghimy mind while in the palpiV,' inisMM^ 
that I have at times stopt and Vtstened W4h)ti^ 
^abf^kd atld ashamed, in the* midst <yfmy^W6l4i^ 
Ai^hviti he dvett tempted me to blas^hetti*l^'"'Jii 
.< $4ire I am that the Loid hath^shofbd^il^'^ 
lieart, an4 mfade manifest its <:4Minsigliif'^%lis 
^b^4^^ has m^de thee wiHing,-^ tlie la4r ctf Ifiltft 
4s WiFitten Qfl thy ddihd} his^ love hft b^'d^fStt 
llf thy heart,< and his peaee in^ thy e^ns(^M<^ 
iiM can Satan e^er segain these, -^di^tndk^ %Mr 
soul loyal to him again. NeverthelesiS,- F^^ 
i^h^ that he h^ foiled thee, and'thon^h^^ept 
tmok pan of the price ; or thoi^ hast tfot told^be 
ill.' Yfeit say that it was not long sincfryWu'ftft 
yourself in the light of the Lord's counftetaakiicf, 
and feared very often you were doibg- these 
thitig9 yourself, which continually made you 
fear the unpardonable sin. ' 

Here Satan foiled you ; these comforts were 
from* the good Spirit of God, though Satan 
suggested that it was your own. striving that 
worked you up into these frames, which made 
you suspect them, wherefore you shunned arid 
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:}fB^ nforfnwT' . rbikrd w « of r griief im4 bopi^i^gf^ 
Jjbfir^ Iryiogrto. get your. pW lo^id* i()^jag»m« 
l^!4i^Qwise>negleBted pcaycr, iu 0|j4«ri£tQ 
i;eg$e fj^rn . legal performances* AU %hi^ 1W«$ 
^'vr^raog; a«d it is thus that we ofjteii. gvi^iP 
th^ Hi<>ly Spiiit, for want of knowing betUr* 
.Xbwei^.iw<niiemtiiL.Q'uirli€p44g% nw* ^ i,t,9fl]r 
pl^^uie to God that we ^IvxiLd f^Tvyr^^ 
^j^$^s;,,bHt H makes us feel tbepi. ini MeH\v^ 
humble M3, t^ftt ^ na^yiftelour »e«d qfi Qlm^ty 
ftftdfft[>,phew MS »boW) bitter At feh»g fcw^s. uJt is, 
ji#wever*i lOw liberty. tbfttvGi9dnreipfipt^,«R4 
^f}}f at.; vQiri^b di6d to pay ^ur idebtsi Japd Jw 
^91149 hip ^^ord jand Spiicit tov bring iWf i^pfc ef 
^i^p.,. JPlo npt hug: your chains^r wJ^obftafe 
fKpf, 4b^ .saixit's ^mamemtd^ bi^t t}^;:<^rM^q^'s 

ui^;^ha^d< there be any thing, i^.^\$. l/tf!^ 
.>KhitobL \vwi,ia the.former, ^>3irdouui^ »*h^ hifm 
^pjaqbApoumy hands*. My kiud lpve;l<^«€^arlQf,p 
APfi this poor little boy, wham ; I (Pe^en i li^gg^ 
4^pd bless you both^ . . , , , ^ /.- hni 
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*»r.I4,J«04. 

biAll FAl£Nt>, 

I BAt'B rather wandered at your long aUeB<:«« 
Is'thb warfitre ended? Are j'ou out of the fui^ 
ftaee? Havse y6ijf sfaotilclera i>eeii deiiveied 
from the burdcoa, and yxp^x ba&dn ffom the 
pots?> And are you<aa the wingi of a dove 00- 
'vcred with iilv^r, and hef feathers with yeUour 
gold? it is- Qad*s promise that,, when he vo* 
stores comforts to :£pha'aim, he will also reatoit 
GonffortS'to his moqrners. I have bbfne.a^lacgp 
share of your burdeas,. and should' be -glad to 
hear of your deliverance, and of the jojui aid 
^tory that follow u|>on \X; ktiowukg' tba^t^iSUfSJ^ 
tidings wouM.be a coipfort to mei and i^ &aih 
proof that God hears and answei^ pi^yen I 
also long to know how, Charles. does; tell- inei 
therefore, as the Shunamite.isaid to Elisha, '^ Is 
it well with thee ? Is it well with thy hus« 
bfi^nd ? Is it better with the child ?" 

I am at present in tolerable health, ai^ 
(blessed be God) more successful I think th^i^ 
ever ;' which ipelts me, brings me down to sstf 
loathing, draws forth my heart and my admira* 
tion to God, and serves to spur me on in the 
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work, .which to tny poor <>^ oircaM Jbecoines a 
ycarioMil aad a burden, for X soi9|i tjiti. But 
tbis ir Saturday; time is precious ; aod^ if Mfu-y 
gets udf. of her corretfMMident,. (be IcMt said 
may be tbe most pleutog. _ , 

God bless you all;, so siays ,.,,,,, , 

W. H. S. S. 



4 



• W 9 



r ' ^ ' » If 



» X T 



• * 



it 



bxxxv: 



> ■ 



• • Eoiney, Jan. M, 1804.: 

Dearly' l^eloved Brother and SUter ixf. the tiord Je&ut, 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you. 

. # , • • • 

* ■ 

J^OURS came to hand the night before we set 
tiiftbr Sussex, with the good tidings of a safe 
arriiral atid all being 'well at home. Bless God 
ibr all his love tokens, favourable symptoms^ 
and soul preserving and reviving visits. • " Thy 
visitation,'* says Job, " hath preserved my 
spirit/* 

Ithdth been no small comfort to me. that 
$atan hatb not been permitted to divide and 
^eattcr bur afFectiohs : " By this [says our Lord] 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye ha\>c love one to atf other.** This is the cha- 
racteristic, the grand badge of oiir profession— 

voA». III. Sa 
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'iheh(mA^of&^€t4i<iltfiil^UnwirSt ^fiVtMf of 

M diflbt^tft^edi^aiid bttiJis of Kkw^ ^rktcfrij^ 
Vila and Mttten d wah^s lattotit^ tb Inreakj "k^ft^ 
''Let UB bmdc'U^-bdnds^bdl^r^^Md^ 
i^ir cordis from us: but he^at sitltetb^in b^L 
van slidl laugfa, the Ldrd ^baU v l(we , tlm&fau 
denston^ Why do the huitlKit r^e^ « bnd ^e 
|ieople hnagme. a vam thing i?'^ >It ts taa)|>pose 
Godtand faia revealed . wilii • "whaohii^t .madaihis 
ItfMoiw tpizll the jorett roiM^ csEmoto-^WAt 
eyoa shall ; sbe lictunleK^ ^a iquE^t fi'ahiMlaiMiyc a 
i^ loberaiicletdiaiiball-iiot be! taMenaidoinp^iibt 
. iMiei of tlie atakcs thereof^ [irhidiUnrdpD(Dr;«wa- 
, aibleisimiti^J ahalt ever.b^ temo^^eAfiAMkx 
^iiialtaosT'Of the eords thereof bet >brokea^idfii. 
^K3ali. jK). " Ihese GQitd&2nid^;2ac0Bk:t^^ 
'ftu army witfat JKumeo^ ji«^. mnmbatithdasiirbci 
.are ftn^lcd dn the gfdh^Sintitemeu aod llhsiiMiiid 
of t^i^intyoAra ftor bieafcilig^f ift^ apeiiB Zibh> 
bonds. . ''^ 

Kothing, no nothing under heaven puzdes, 
vexesi and perplexes devils, worldlings^ and 
hypocrites, so much as to see the saints of God 
Jive together in unity, which is '^ like the oiat- 
ment upon the head, that runs to the, beards 
rand goes down to the skirts, of the cloihiog**' 
It Gotnes forth from ChriBt, and descend to the 
weakest and remotest htliever; and God has 



$$$ 

'^«rida(lba^il wei^Quilll ^>bfil36itti\d iJi^ftliHiit 

lHrtCrjoR7tp^t«yjii£*«iAl ift rthCsJM^ Ut^d 

bliw(kl diM6v4t}rjpfl>£ldklditi (^ptt; rfiQ:^^ ^lum 
IdB builds 1^ SoibiiB^faBli afi^eiulDi hirg^m^i' 
^.oqdoHft as the ttti^titttiaacms csMifialr^ iti^mtl^B 
tfa^fthriog ^tond'Ao ,threl«lv^p«cicnJs,Naidhdi]^f 

c^Wflpinrtb" .^]ili^thrQefi0tel.€CMyt:3diatl€dftM^ 

$pii;iboo Aialiill th^t tlcsnocfifansil^Aisdlrcitfa^Mid 
ittafiup&^otfre gldld?td^ ttiirigbdiftiisiiintbliit; 
«rhile 0!]tojuoiM) thaft fairtet'iGiitiilt triearitd^bniftk 
^teiie;cBrdipidnd>ilDr8dU*ef afamad : «>« ifo'4llat 
^•itrn»tftoitfaitom»r s^ort lae,' niidr^ef tbit^iga- 
tiittndhlwtetvitbiiievtMtfeemt^i^ ^ Lsdjri<8.'^]Mid 
Ifr^Bx'i^iansSyidesim theit Idad lollies 1k> ^u 
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' -,»',/;' o '. J ^' '•; .fi." 'F»wl Off) fj dino'. 
, Xi|» ^<^ay.douf/5 p9^ , tux .k^9^i 49%Qting.^ 

and am persuaded it wiH not.^QS^iivs^bt^ri&M 
Vf^ff q^,^t,|,,fop»«4ynteld,.ywrftftfc^fe(airtan 
Ifpplrtjjljjicl^iabput,. Ue,U i»pH*tfpieJioandv»eMjr 
Df(]l»i%fffU|9^!W(l V4^f;at.a;}8iM)>C9i9«d(fd<^t)lt«rt 

i\i^iKit^^§^FyifAgiifi¥ 2and. fQF a -LOogiiKQife ends' 
■fiJrt^,'thwtj#»i4fi«ft;4t :t«rbet thfe-rttevifea.iBirt^att 

. 4Vfi)^jij#n$l (M)yiiHi<:>Ql»«» tcmt^tatM iaatkih. 
,)fasj jb^ Wfiitk ; and bave a^en 4)iaQyi'atitco<i« llw 

tj!^-)9«gie!/^ur^-e.i aiid> wke^r be b& mfitbe 
\l^a^t,:in Uiet inind» m the conscience, 'arii^ the 
Jjilopd, I IcBow.tbdt pr^er will mo^eo liio). 
•^Ihor^fQrc^ persevere, Mary, ?ad by GodTa law 
I. will belli the«,; but jfou must tell me howrriire 
^4u:ce/e(l; fpr I^hava not a siagle doubt of 9iic^ 
cpsfi^.^^iP^gb^Wr ever JblessedXed^^^ 



My dearisi&ter has but little cause to com* 
plain about her poor child; — the fruit of the' 
womb is the Lord's reward. We have long- 
prayed for his life/^atid t cutinot but hope that 
God>wIlg^Xi^rJkiin a life of grace, and length of: 
days for ever and. evei* r «iifll4indw^ drn^Wfts- 
ingi no answer to prayer, that can come up jtA 
tHfe.8f«»iit^«ti ii«ylng/tfc*i*fdW'} bitf^fctflt^bt 
Witb^ill^issiMiM Ood^s v^ilF; tttid fie im ^kh^ 
imtri*il^'hi*<6Wn»Wiy. EWjih »fWjiiefeted^W^B» 
miglftf«licj^*ii«t4ie*trciitt6 heilv^ h6^ '^A ' 
sd0^ ^^fiXhmP thds^paius ^deatflt,' ' £thd 'i«n1JB6^ 

'K3l?hd^«Wrth*4^t)^'Jiihies^Attd^Jo^^ IffWt 

KWPtAvf^nitoiisiinlgllt titbit thte^^ri^ht^Stnd'^eR 
hbllA}i|$i^)ehK«t i^ l^^kirigdbiir, WUieh'^ih^'^f^ 
{jOsed^<ww!ild'b6>it temporal one. '^Shef kti^ ^t 
\^hE» dieiasked^ but hartur^^s^ifsr weftf tidr^&f 
a'ttteoiiextf glory, Mrfcieh ki hw pray*r4^15lfe 
nevev^meiiticwfed ^ I hear 'enO«rgb'«b6«i^ytftit 
diilrdrto fill mt* with .iranden »^ lt'«ugltt^>«» 
fill {fou with thankfahie8a,''for. Odd' #ill<^'^6 
abonre^ftU that we can ask W fkihk^-^MdoAlMfg 
to: the. riches of bis grace throirgh J^u^ GUfM} 
I* Nothing can be- a g;reatir honour thaii'^b 
bear atid mirse a child, for Ged. ' See thd pta^ 
mm madeHo Rdche) in the Slsttrbapter'^^le- 
i'Miiiih, where tw>e thousaitd infimtit ftbm hdv 
80tt ^njamin M^e slam, by Htrbd; and (A^e 
promise tnade to her, that her wdik should be 
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rewarded; that there was hope ia her tAaidf^'s 
end ; that they should come from the land of 
the hist enemy, death, and come to the border 
of Iheir own couotiy^' itiMfc reign a thousand 
years with Christ upon earth, which is the new 
eartb that 'Pe<er^)eaks of, and in which all the 
righteous shall dwell during that space of time, 
Bttt Mary is- Uiebomi a repi^oaeh,- ihtfbgtf th^ 
ttlU the not abouf ' what Keep 'yolii> tmbtftb 
nfliH^ the ungodly ar^ befoi*e y«u; btftsit hM 
immg'l6oh ; if we hievt fatth, I'idttt^ have'i@te 
^!bi^ev'b<ifbre eod; Thc'hypberitfe >^immd 
£4feffiait?of aft^ thitf^. SQbmit;»iriyti*4i**fel^ 
tW^h^ i^H£%f ''God,' fbrIi8m'^lTy''^^^Mff€Jtf 
n^i^^^'§onii^g^dd>%hi&g''ih''thit<^<!Mi<i^ifo^i^l 
«ietE8rtf«jdd^'o# tkiidl 'Be^ Hi^'^mis^i O. 

into a;n angel of light, nor VfMdkH if '4tl!(J«(!JbUfd 
m yda' w}^ ffedi^ Mfw^ of <fe!gn€Vf tbtdfis- 
B^nyL^d^Kad^ybii to'^lfer tarn "hard tlA^^l^df 
tfec'iord-i-^eri'to inty^»csfeti*'inff^^e««fla,'»r 
h€ has -served ine so. • If!B8''ialiriitol«Klfeji^:yAi 
^ep, hliwiItp<!i1japifc'«r#Mc^e^'jfev??BB«t^*rf. 
^eniberwhaifNehfts-donr, odd' <hit^ bdMsv^aie 
*dtivn still, change how MrittJ^/'^-^;*^ .i-io6:ta 
'C I -cannot d^tcrmihc ab'odt 'coiffid^/'.^ljfelng 
^fhbat a curite. Qtv^ my lcitid1ov(?W6llfcl«s. 
Hi^ good lady sends'hef ? l»os€<'eo)ic}^l'^t(BsiB- 
1«on»^ God |br ever btesi you dl; 6»ffiyi~ 
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i^inoi" t ..,...,..• . . • • I «/ • 

J»H" c -1 u *'^ •-. 'firpteiDl$er'ld(::^mr.-x^ 

«y#d, Mi^ d^M»»' ^¥M«*g% . wJ»iqh filled to 

ing, ^q^i Jbfti^g|^lg>h(^ WiAS f<V/ many 4<iy4k . a^d 
b*Yi«g;p)peai*iM.:f Ke<^ t^n^, .last week, ^imm 
tqi^\tj^,'^if^,yr9rKil'W9& ^ixed last.Tburs4«j 
!»feB^#t/Wi)tb, ^b*iP^ fits ^f ^e agii^ follow? 
«4 .b».#cH»fiw,, mhpt. vftuv^ing* &(?„ aii4 tbf ». 

)tefftv«i;a«*!fl!?e<54ecl.j(8o;tj(j|%^|I..jvw ©bilged k) 

3gij^4.; ,^»4 4^i:«> I aiD;^,<;|<»^ .pi;i«w?^i *e)itwi 
,.^.tQf»y *w^, tbat.ai»pe»T? to be., left 4^r 

igtIjiHJl .9M ifl .w»4pwlwod,.. )jri^.,|^tbjflg .re- 
as^ining^bi^, thc^bsiyc remejnbnwoe .pf gre»^ 
liWogh*l9nf VI timet past, whifi^i se^yf o|i^y t;p 
agffl"?ya^ and ^cq\fX|lgf^. hftfd, tb^glits^ . Jl^o 
4eMr, nQirefreshipft up.«nvo)iH-,jaiOT«l^fiiflyi «9» 
comforter, according ^ iny feeliiig^ ; and wjbal 
» bepome :Ojf , the y rQuaisc of, bciHjg watered erery 
Hijaqaei^ and kfipt njght a«d day,, I, ktVQF iu>tt 
Qq^ h4« promised bi» w^ffprt ^ ,t|)«,.W of 
lai^uilMng* and tQ i9«lRe.aU.«|«FiM i« <W 

^c)we«a> ^ip^ci*!!^ if we ore inoUned to rejmenK 
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her Ahfi ip^or^ Ab #liibh/I fsiss.dfayr^il Arimri 
to do( 3biit?I faavB'MfafoiB\4»M09iidu%ed^iii}3i} 
sickness, which ksaB<^iBi gttoeral tedHd^faJttvnited 
wit^ much* b^rreaiiessf tlcachiess} xaodi instf tiiiibi* 
lityff.iiwjiirSD itisnovkr; - ':>\9«<^ii> jiit )b ?.31J 
^'.Ja.ridiiii nsccahle ftate of tlifeleM*'li<jes7ii»id' 
iHt^iesft hope, and ubis aQi^)<ii|^^(^npd«M><^l«; 
1 19^ oiieAWrlflfatfa/w4iith imifi pirt^aii etlcl^t^lt 
alLjh fihftt God aird^eitelievertfUkidioi^ ^felWfit^ 
gA^Of. » >I£<ii><illN^ tnpe to biB'Soii; A bis pwv 
miif , iCDomel^ dnd trbvedaM:, thie bafov^er^ilMti 
be^Jtvpiht^ M^, m ktdye possiiile ^rnffiod^'^ I^ 
fafae)t0<bis/w0inl« fekktck^ toiiis^prtAnis^ lloito 
mfltsfa% iti bn cmrcnant, ^'dban^ablcr^ifl hlsntftlii 
IflT^and fcouQlieli'Bnlil «to; be>perfonidiiii hls^boct^^ 
li^\fbiild! at miQcceaketohc'Oc&i airdfU^^bM^ 
dkad^,tod*>pe^: flore^is tb0> /ininsl*'&iittM>8bif%^ 
and I may say, it is his sure and eternal Ib^fldd^ 

T!l)^iH5e4feaiU d^ai)elibTwyili0lhbd<fal[#fii teiH^^' 

' became very impatient, and importunate * !b 
prayer, for the removal of it, and at last it left 
Mm: wfnert; instead of a pain in the head, be 
was seized with such unclean thouohts and las- 
civious workings in his mind, that he longed for 
the pain in his head again, but it came not. 
Israel-was fed with manna, of which they got 
sick, 'and requested flesh : he gave it them, but 
s^dt leanness into their souls*. The way of man 
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t;(iJt!(llQobe^^)QDinritle8(! • bi^oaaseii; IsJMift idttiim 

.icUirhft'teitaffttatiiettJtixsteep^ ^as^updn- th(s^af^ir« 
tleaat the apprehension of Christ inthegard^ht 
4^ifippdai;f^.i)y)ibiS()tdling tH&ftfc'to. wMch^kod 
pffty>aga9^iH^>tc^pltatioQ ; bat the.pQor dYScifS^. 
llAc{)DQ MbspkjiaBitbat: Satan amid ttimfTo^fed^) 
bff] whicli hi^n^ed nid ibr ibany ytn^, Irnd th^ii 
w<fttf *ol the fcw^pddr peopte that dfcated tO^lfftSi: 
^ftdi|>Iitgie3CblIhQo}i; Bttt^ whefa I ctame<'tii taUP 
<^' thi:sb< )thing$ tb profesaor^f hi London^ 'tli^ 
Oftll^d >t^eOfthi|skishii U€i#er^ryhnQiiiy^6ttrlc3His4 
ptein^td rnebt)f£ti|!e^ sGdne temptatkbn.' i fie pbttenty 
tkbwfotT^ jiilnbavta no donlkdnof ^deliveranee^vii 
Q^f^^iiner^j. ^nd \Wieo'itleavca)j)rou4ti>Wdi/9(if 
t,Ql frtsQd^fttr^ finr: Satati aevcarl ftirea^p thMgliBfiv 

Give my kind love to Charles, and to tbc. 
%&l$[ h^jrc^bdrigirly la^nd adoept the ^skmingrdur- 
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Dxxxviit; '"'' •• '■•'■" * ^^' ■ 

' BXCOVED I« THE LORD, 

HAVE.beea to Cranbrookia Kroti my n^^vj;. 
place, for the sake of a little air ; , b^it js^^iA. 
finable and low, with a cQld aofiilpw.fipj^gf u{]joa 
iiM!^ But it matters not; som^pis^i^^fi^ji^^ 
laid on, and borne* ^Whca ,we «^i/o^^|^a|{| 
vigpro^s. Satan is. suffered to f^|^i^us;,rj^ 
w^enold age comes op, a whc^^fi. ^l9f^(i <^. ^ |^ 
4)yiK infirmities pc^ssjbard upon W^ t^c^^^iff^^^^^ 
ofease Qut tbf popf, smajl rem^ijs^p,f ^^»|ft| a»3; 
n^sgr^ble life- _ ^, . ,,.,., ^j^^ ,^,;^ 

T.^ny warnings, summonses, jmd^^jygg^^^ 
do the inhabitants of these poor <^'^y ^rtf|^£?|^ 
r-^iye, Jbefore the rjjined ^nd^ JO^fn :^\ls^r^' 
kid-zn the dust. But pc^d )i?tb j^^ijjj^c^^d ^m 
creature in hope ; M The day th^u efjte^t theiff:- 
of thou shalt surely die;" and ^^hoy ,^\ct)f^ tb^ 
w|se manP As the fool." AU die; tjus is ya« 
nitycj J^ut the creature itself *? shall be deliver- 
ed from the bondage of corruption into the glo< 
rious liberty of the children of God i^ ** for this 
corruptible [body] shall put on incorruption, 
^nd this mortal shall put on immortality." ^* For 
this is the will of him that sent Christy that, of' 



9II that he hath given him, he should lose no- 
thing, but raise it up at the last day." This is 
God's will i and Chnst pam^ to do the will of 
him that sent him : nor shall on^ hair of our 
heads^ pei^sh. Christ laid down his life for his 
sheep, nor wilji he ever lose any part of what he 
has purchaised at so dear a rate ; '^ He shall see 
of'the travail of his soul, and be satisfied p and 
by his knowledge shall he justify many/' 
^ Nq murderitig or malicious devil ; «o sie^y 
or fawnifag devil ; no trarisforming nor profe^M* 
itig^d^ri! ; shiall evei' pluck us out of Christ's^ 
hifids/ Nd'devil shall evet alter God's Attfm, 
of AiaWhis purpose or promise void. Ni> de- 
^ilshall 6v^r alter the mind of God,^ or mak»' 
ttim IkUie t6 his covenant I'm rich les^ make him 
alter his word, or be perjured in His oatb-r 
^^'^^Mjf Vioute6f '^haU stahd,'^and'I \vi!r dtrall my 

pfeksUffe/'^''"\ '" • '' ' ^'■ 

"^ Ih riiy 'pi e^ent Weilk irid fteble state I can 
^^i Abprdihise of visiting' the iiland, but have 
^'dlicited Mr. JPenkins" to visit yoii, irtd I be- 
ltV6 he SSeill. If it please God, after ! am in* 
s6me measure strengthened, I am fully hint 
fipbn seeing' the islanders. God bless ydu all. 

- • ... 
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i ' ) ill '.J '} ' f t^./^ t. '.uIJ (OOii/j^i' o? bfiii 

<i|jrj9ft^hls , severe winter, C^f^shti W^WW «!»T( 
plft^ts.n»Jwtnes^o|f,l^rea;h^.an4 pygj^ f{)g|)^ 

lii^i^hp >e^-gulU 4wpy,s, n?,qff ^p^yj? ^nftiu^ 

<>9lff#^Wlil «Y^r JM, or, eyQr,sJ»ilriH|SfflrfJ?ej& 
n^^-*%iilrWoi;k ,for„poqr,:nje„se.tj^8^a|hf gg^it 
niWfi* ^gajoat prgvidepoe; -prp*eiH.,f[JcBM?gft. 

b§^n piij^oitt ,4rJV€n j^iplpajl n^y WiOftrcftft^^ft^ 
4|w«.ipb\ed love,. \^w^n^ tpil^ ^iljeuaKtyr^fl. 
usefulness, yea,, ^ny ;tjiing ap.d. ey^f^ t^BftjtQ: 
1^,%. quarrel, feed pfif yers|B«M}?s<- wd.^qjff^ji on 
tbe dispute aod conteDtipn. But Mary wijl pftfrw 
hfip ask, ' Is this the devil or ^e Poc^ort^ . <4» 
t^y;8Qul liveth, I cannot tell, ,th?j[^re ^ojmuch 
alike^ At such seasons I have begged .i^r^ipa^ 
tij^iice, submission, and resignation; butaUia 
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vain; these divine articles being-of such -wdrtht 

'and so -scarce, that I eanliardly-procure a'sii)- 

'gle grain. Yet it is iiiif ])r^n)i^f\vhat enlirgeroec^t 

■Ihaveat'times in my work, laiid when thatk 

ovei?,4 g8t.a<t4he old trade- again. 

Sometimes, what with begging letters, not^s 

miirti tTj^J^bkatid afffictea,'Vi8ftorfe -coming with ^ 

(cioWi^intsl^^fft' steasiottS- Jn '%y bWfr ioul; the 

-xhiaK^%J^t&t« 'tDCfte^h'^mfm', 'aiSd -^U -tbi* 

tlftdt* ffl^^ iiite-rtrit^es, r am Uriv^n alttdStite* 

•2wlirh4i MH^ fe^dstiorMa*:ift\''€¥'tteen^''lWftiJ 

lM#'tfi4 'Cdifhfeji^fcf is i^hsf Mn' ■■ mtitift^' 

. 'tm^imi^^ii? i'ga\mit "the Dbcto'i^; ' i^rfd'tKfe'fle^rtt' 

^^ifeb'iffthfffe'! "Afttr ilFihisi oiie 'sQfV^Atf,' 

<ft&Sfd(iKfflfeto9Ag'ittnuetidfc'^a^mite'6r^r'ifrari^ 

l»iJb^^«%8Uiitehita6e^a' siWmti^' iirt)VMkili4i' 

d4©4hiai'g^ikftt' ih^ ^^aJ^fer^-^Will tttek'^Uifiksl^f^? 

tfiea 1fll-e;petf^,'^'and*'' all- ti>y inrfi'tttitW^sP^teS? 

ffflffiiiff>iht6''pwl4fea, blessings, knd terickftnitftfttf? 

y«¥^f^te"'H?^lri- or perhaps the rieii'e^dfffffi|f 

mSHi'^iwrn: Mme Hs gone, and 'I aitt'^pMiiS? 

nlteekW^'^as' *v«r. iSe* thit V6-Ttta;f"1*^'^'-' 

^lafini^s^hit a sti-aiige -WiWjiiositidn,' aW^'Whife 

'' A^ltiattgy fiihiplidalSon, *?s*a stmcf^v^f'^'h''f"' 

fi B^f^Vd'this mjrk'Ciiab "ott, I Mm ^ow 4i.fi 

tUlMlcWilr'v^Uhf myself that L heard bat little b# 

•'■e^vertHig work among us, when a thotrglic 

stJuiBk'fee; Jthdtof late, I had experienced • but 

liVlld i^ul'tt^tail ; afterwards, however, it catfte 

ctk^^iHi a^withcfts J "andvl'liave Ihtte-ctse-tiow; 
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Hiyiog tty hands'iipoii myiotiis ta iU8*«iy hkk. 

Qriadiugf sharp* and limgrnng puM^ iaip^ 

fitly violeat atrivingi^ tmd hatftk' tbraa^ - hiM 

««saailed me, till I hatf^theen out of rbmatb^cDiDt 

of heart, and ont of patienoe. Thua^'^OH kK^ 

^daryy I am not ignorant of the patnaoj^kftoyr, 

' and yet ao pleaaed with heing a fiitiier io the 

fiuth, that I* soon fofgct all the soikxiv, leMo 

'tMUrting itagain, Whtt than I should faiftibsr- 

^TCli'befOreCrod. - . ^ ir^ 

s ' The Lord Mesa you; my rlove to ipm 

Gharks, and tilie lattfe.merclumt >. : ;:t ^ 

* , T ■ • ' - '' -1. -jMff.y/or: 

DXL. • •• "'•' apJlK' 

Febnuuy 11, 1809. 

J WAS truly glad to hear from my poor friend, 
who indeed is a true yoke-fellow of mine. God 
has shewed us both the wickedness of our 
hearts, that we are in nature fellow-sinners. We 

. have been both well scourged for our fxfUy, Bpd 
are therefore fellow-sufferers, often .s^tAip^an 
le|i;al bondage, to keep us from rum^ing ^|ito 

* mischief : at such times we are fello^<j>ri;|p|iers; 
an idrnpst continual was with Satan xaB^s us 



367 

Itbvtt' (^t>e€if ' *fitl1o<ifMBerviititS'| ' atd, wtecnr ' xmiir 

ttier&'te sbAfethtog Wtter^ thin 'all this^j^fimr^fa 

:9he ftllovr8l]ii{) of die g6sp6t \^0'are« <Ktlled to the 

ftfllt^s^i^ bf Cbfist^'ili'Otfe bo{>e<of our ealliDg. 

^^' It is ebmnton, yoA hiKW^,:«iioqgtliej King's 

'^W<Al, t^ tfe-toudied wi^ jealooeyi is j^u.r^d 

te^ the holy Sobg - of "Sdftgis. . ^ qpliis ^ 19 • oaeodf 

the coab of juniper, which help tolfced'ifchferfkr- 

^mtfe^f aUktion; and if;, ifu^ hearJiofiisaiBt, 

as the snmmer %^iii'the^bi<i(e*of a fllttggiehebul- 

9odc, k^ af Severe shake to a rieketty child ; it 

will rouse them when nothing else will. You 

must, my dear sister, «KGuse me ; I came early 

to the cabin to write to ydu, but compan[y 

crowding in has hindered mej and the pulpit 

calls for study. ' ' -^ 

God bless you all, 



' «»>•. 



S.S. 



« 



DXLL ''"". 

Marcfay iSQffi 

Poor Marj^'s epistle tame safe to hand. Ar the 
wtse^marn sayff, *• that which is crooked cahiibt 
be ihade straight, and that whicH is wacffiflg 
catittot be numbered," Eccl. i. 15. We are ex- 



tremdy ipMr, aa4 yet mtammhf tidk Wt 
think ew ewtt tiate tht worit, «Bi «ur £^ 
Wd^t ; Mrd y«t would Mt ehMpge alMk «Mi 

cafe •with any am Uvimg. We waA evi^eMe 

«»d tokcM fiMT g^; eiHly0tadtherG«<MM|i^ 

tm«, ccniicraDicei nor eveA Uw meet fad^ %irit 

Ufliielf, wiil suffer u« to lay our haada iipoK ew 

heart, and say to God» We have not « feed 

bo|»e through grace: xrer date we appenl !;» 

G#d for confinaattoa of any anch thing, kaow^ 

iiig ift our own hearts that it weykl he a lif^ 

-Svl^y then, if we darenot advaoce rach m tes* 

'timoDy agaiost ourselves, <jrod's Spirit must bear 

. kii witness for God in our behalf. 

Ami does ^e goodness aud mercy of Ci^dv 
,]ilit«a to such shifts, and drive. us into siHh 
^ comers, that, when Satan, carnal reaaon, m$k€- 
lieC' tnd even wilful and stubhora puiirnwiiji. 
wtasld drag us to murmur and coQipUi% con- 
. adcnce atops our mouth, making our nwrigli*: 
tMuioess commend the righteousness ai G^i^ 
so l^at we are as much put . to our shifta as Ji^ 
was when he appealed to the lines of his lepfp^ 
for confirmation ; ^^ my wrinkles, risii^«iyp^J9^ 
my laee, bear witness against me.'V Ow^UfHfer 
reason why we have so little is» becMMf^^MMtoi 
not sufficiently thankful for what we.h«r%Mflid ' 
OIK grand mason why we do vx^^tmn^/mvitm 
S£tm and unbelid^is^ ^cmt€^^€fQfMpf^^inti$\ 
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submit fod lii^tiiaWj/^fieM^ttf^.^^^ wiUr.of 

>«A: J0riniip«iNnMe for*two to^lirfi m.^trjiCe im4 
ontentian-'if they h^e butmie will betjrMa 
tbcfn.s. vf.Son, go wprkHrttcvbi^; in vy. vib^ 
yard^ b^t he answered and said, I will uM: 
butr^-afteirw^rd .fae repctsted and went,. andr did 
the^lfcof his Father;'' his Father's will^ not bis. 
oirn« > Tlia firet joint in eternal union is submit* 
siati^or resignation to, or humbling oneself unr 
der, the mighty ^hand of God: of ^which Satm 
is wmLTCy and therefore labonrs hard to , stir^ 
up i^beliion, and every thing thskt is the le- 

verse of this. It was tbe.hi^iest branch o£om 

* ' - • ^ - 

Lsitys :obf dience^ '^ Not my will> but thine be 
done/' '^' He was obedt^it untocdeal}]^ evQath^ 
deatii^of ; the cross.'' 

•'iSMbarissiefi worketh not alone, but paticpxar 
nmrks. with it;^ and. wJien patience hgs its {Mr*. 
fyt% iMirk me ^e entire, lacking nothing/. Ex*'. 
ptfsi fhed^ty Gross, my sister ;-^No crciis^ no 
a^etife ^ nb' cross, no life nor lively frames ; na 
eto9i, "too help from God, who i^ a. present^ a 
vtry '^r^sent help in trouble ; no cross, no ifer-; 
tlMWin^r^yer; nochangea, no fearof God^ if 
iltlmtlit ^lory, let tts glcny in the things wfatcb 
bdttng to oar infirmities. Uo grace within, no 
wAr^'-aOi incorruptible seed to oppose^ nothing 
fbrthek>ldman to quarrel ^lih. No Christ* ia 
the hnart, no malice ftom Satan, nor attempts 

VOJU. II. 2 B 
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to dethrone him. No love to Christ, no haired 
fiom the world, for the world loves its own. 
This, Maiy, and these things, are our glory. 

Tender my kind love to brother Charles, and 
all the young folks. I have a bad cold. Dearly 
beloved and longed for, cleave close to God, 
and he will cleave close to us when heart and 
flesh fail 

W.H. S.S. 



DXLIL 

DEAR TRIEND, 

March 10, 1805. i 

You may be ready to conclude that I have 
forgotten my dear friends in the island ; but it 
is not so, for you are in my heart to live and 
die with you. I hold you fast in my faith j 
** my hope of yoii is stedfast, knowing thal^ ^ 
ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye 
be also of the consolations,'* the one always suC" 
ceeding the other. The Lord will comfort. afl 
that mourn in Zion; for, as afflictions abound, 
so shall consolations abound also; the more we 
are tried in the furnace, the longer will joy con- 
tinue; the sharper the fire, the more, con^toi*- 
puous the water of life that follows; a£d ,tiic 
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deeper we sink,, the higher we shall soar. I 
have laboiired long at my new book, which has 
increased so much, that it was not finished till 
last Saturday. 

I have lately passed through various changes; 
sometimes being very warm and fervent, at 
others cold and reluctant to all that is good; 
sometiQies much enlarged at the throne of 
^race, and then ^gain much straitened, both in 
spirit and in speech : sometimes armed with 
strength, struggling hard after him whom my 
80ul loves ; at other times apparently defence- 
less, unable, and unfurnished for every branch 
of service. All this, however, convinces me 
who it is that makes the difference. And sure 
I am that not ,one honest confession from the 
heart; not one fervent prayer; not one tribute 
of praise ; npt one thank offering ; not one 
sacrifice with the voice of joy; no. faith, hope, 
npr love ; no gratitude to .God ; no heavenly- 
mindedness — wpuld ever spring up, or flow out, 
if it, were not for the Holy Spirit's aid and as- 
sistance, under whdse influential power and 
powerful operations it is that all our energy, 
enlargement, fervour, access, power or indulg- 
ence, are felt and enjoyed; Under these all 
usefulness and fruitfulness are produced : and, 
ai'thc Hbly S|)ifit is secured to us by an ever- 

to depart from 

sure will our leaf 

2bS 



, lasting covenant, and is never 
fcnrisV, nor from his seed, so su 
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continue to be green ; nor can we, nor sbalbire, 
cease from yielding fruit. This is the way 
wherieby we are watered every moment, and 
kept night and day ; and the continual and ra- 
rious changes that we feel make us sensible' of 
it. In Christ, who is our life, is this Iniit 
fbund ; and by continual communication from 
his fulness by the Spirit are we kept alive^ and 
made in some measure to yield fruit. 

If I am at any time enlightened and enlai^^ 
to an uncommon degree, should I attempt, it 
again, though even under the sam^ iiiflaemx, I 
am sure to find myself straitened and barren i)e- 
fore I have done. In nothing does a > lifeless 
professor discover himself morfe than in ihisrO. 
that he is always and at all times alike ; whilst 
the poor believer is seldom the same fer^a 
Vhdie day ; " They have no changes^!' sa^ 
David. ri' 

•Mjr kind love to Charles and the little' ;mic& 
^ Ever yours in him, 



^ . . \^ ^^ 
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Maet, liow d6 yoii do? is il'SlrelFwkti'aiee; 
is it vrtll with thy husband; is it well with the 
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child? The winter is passing away^ the rain I 
IficqDQiiviJil sopn be over and gone; the flowers 
appeal* on the earth ; the time of the singing of 
binds ,is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard, in our land, cooing to his mate, saying, 
*l Ohr, any dove, that art in* the clefts of the 
rock, in the secret places of the stairs,. let me see 
thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; forsweet 
is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely/^ 
The cleft of the rock is ,the side of Christ, 
whence flowed blood and water ;-^bJood, which 
purges from sin and the sting of death ; ^and 
Water— the Spirit and his grace, wh^ch quic]cpa 
tbe dead in him in whom we have both pardon, 
w^dvlife; and he is the stairs, or Jacob's ladder, 
i>y;which we a&cend to the Father; ^^ Le^« the 
inhabitants of the rock sing." Now the, \ovd 
HBays, " Let me see thy face." If we cannot 
iook up with joy, then let us look up for help, 
as this invitation is a trying one; for, if con- 
soisnqe 'accusje, it puts the soul to the test. The 
publican dared not lodk up, and others have 

« 

Been weary of looking upwards. But Christ'st 
blood cleanses us; as oursuretyi he discharges 
our debts; his obedience removes the curse, and 
his death removes wrath. Hence he bears this 
name, " But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me, 
piy glory, and the lifter up of my head.** 
^'Mary, rest not in any attainments; there is 
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past experiences; Paul reached forward after 
that whicji is before. The Israelites gathered 
manna every day, and God promises to water 
us every moment, and to keep us night and 
day. These refreshings, and this power, are to 
be sought, called for, and felt after ; and you 
know what meekness, humility, energy, con- 
trition, and self-abasements, attend these wa«> 
terings, these refreshings, when God is, as he 
promises to be, namely, as the dew unto Israel. 
And what boldness, freedom, and familiarity 
there ar6 with God at such seasons ! He U rich 
towards all that call upon, and will reward 
them openly. 

I have recently been much indulged, having 
written and preached almost day and night, and 
yet God suffers not my cru$e to decrease, nor 
my spring to fail. I am a wonder to myself, 
and to others also. But the infirmities of oki 
age gather fast upon my heels; andj as this lin- 
gering cross comes on, others are taken off, and 
my end is much and often in view, which serves 
as a spur to keep me pressing on with diligence. 

Give my kind loye to Charles. I never for- 
get him nor you. God bless both root and 
' branch ; so says 

S.S. 
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DXLIV. 

The Cabin, April 1, 180^.' 

I AM gkd at my heairt to bear of Mary's safe 
wrivai, and that my brother farmer and . little 
W^ are well. ' Tell Charles that I long to see 
liim upon my farm, that we may compare nptes, 
And' have the satisfaction of seeing that God 
Messes the house of Obed-edom for the ark'9 
^ake: yea, he blesses the habitation :of the just^^ 
and the place where his honour dwells. Hii 
^pnimi iS) and shall be, ^^ known towards hij$ 
eervan'ts^ and bis indignation towards his, ener 
nies;'' and^ if he pulls them down, as he did 
Job, it is to di^ov^r the false hearts of pre^ 
lieaded friends, who at such times look cold 
and shy, while others rejoice at the calamities 
of the just, and so ripen for ruin: and. whei( 
this business is d<me God raises them up^ again, 
wbiqh serves to establish them as the favourites 
of heaven, even before the eyes of their ene-^ 
mies; whereby they are often convinced that 
jthey have fought against God ; and thus they 
sinkj and never more recover either their pro- 
fession or presumption. - 

My deayly beloved friends, let the hands 
work for the family, but the mind and heart 
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for God and for the souL We may and can be 
diligent in business and fervent in spirit. Let 
business have its proper hours, and yet redeem 
the time that used to be spent in vanity, in 
order to serve the Lord. Reading feeds the 
mind, enlightens the understanding, and in- 
forms the judgment ; feeding the' soul for medi- 
tation le&ds to watchfulness on Ood's provi^ 
dence, and keeps the infernal materials of Satan 
unheeded.. We have a mercy-seat, and are not 
j|^6rant of the benefits that arise from that 
quarter;' and God dearly loves to hear the 
prayers of his people, which are the delight of bis 
heart; " Let ine hear thy voice, let me see thy 
countenance;*' look up for help ; " sWect is tl^ 
voice, and thy countenance is comely.** His 
pleasure is " in them that fearhim, and in tho^e 
that hope in his mercy,*' He has formed ns ^ 
people to this end, that we should shew forth 
his praise. . : /i. 

I am now in my cabin — my sweet, my i^ly 
retreat : hut it is too close for my short breath^; 
though God, and none but God, knows how 
many struggles, blessings, and praises, I have 
sent up from this delightful oVen. 

Thank the little ones for the coppersmi^; 
"hope to requite them when I come. My sife^ 
QCre love toCharles, you, and them. 

W. H. S.S. 
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DXIV. 

ft 

BEAR SISTER, 

June 14, 1805. 

Yours I received with the birds. I am poorly 
with a violent cold in my head and stomach, 
and my breath is short. I cough much in the 
uight, which makes roe heavy in th€ day-time. 
The infirmities of old age creep on apace : but 
this, Mary, is Qur comfort — we shall never die^ 
uor shall our hope be lost. ** Faith worketh pa^ 
tience, patience experience, and experience 
hctpe;" for, if we believe, we shall pray, watch, 
and wait till God fulfil his word ; and though 
peeyishness, inst^d of patience, often prevail, 
yet we. soon cool, and pray again, till some 
token for good appears. 

Every season of enlargement or refreshment 
is experiencing something of a change, and 
every grain of comfort produceth hope ; " that 
we, through, patience and comfort of the scrip- 
tures, might have hope." When God's anger 
j(a» Zion says) is turned away, and^ie comforts 
Vi$, a good hope springs up; hence called 
** everlasting consolation and good hope through 
^race." And I myself have seen that comfort 
in Mary which worketh hope. And it is a lively 
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hope to which God begets us— a hope active 
and vigorous, that is looking out^ longing, an4 
expecting every promised help and deliverance; 
and it rejoices at every token for good ; " re- 
joicing in hope,, patient in tribulation, con- 
tinuing instant in prayer." Now a hope that iS 
looking out is active; a hope that longs has 
appetite ; a hope that expects the fulfilment ef 
the promises hath life ; and a hope which at 
times rejoices is vigorous. 

You read of " the work of faith, the labodf 
of love, and the patience ,af hope.'' Hope tlbat 
can blear is a hope that works hard ; and, though 
patience may seem at times to fail, yet od? 
strength is often renewed, and then we begin 
afresh : so that, although patience fail, and wd 
faint, yet we never give up, because God " ^iv* 
eth power to the faint, and to them that 'hav« 
Ho might he increaseth strength." Thus tiitf 
new man is sure to be renewed; for, if We dr« 
not renewed in love, nor in joy, yet we are in 
knowledge and in strength, and that daily, or 
I am sure (the devil laying so hard at us) we 
must long since have dwelt in silence: but, 
through Christ, our hope is yet in God, and 
<< blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, 
and whose hope the Lord is," for such shall be 
like trees planted by the waters, whose leaf 
shall be green, and shall never cease from yieldt; 
ing fruit. 
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Furthermore : where there is a hope in God, 
it is a grace of the Spirit, a free grace gift; 
and gifts of grace are earnests of glory, for 
every one that hopes for glory pants after a 
meetness for it; " Now are we the sons of God; 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but 
this we know, that when he appeareth we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is ; and 
every man that hath this hope purifieth him- 
self, even as he is pure." He seeks for pardoii 
through Christ upon every consciousness of sin, 
conscience disquieting the sinner until pardon, 
peace, and reconciliation with God, be obtained 
through Jesus Christ. And every time that 
any thing of this sort \^ obtained we abound ih 
hope by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

I know that you are delivered from the 
wrath of God : I say I know it, and so great a 
blessing calls for thankfulness. I am daily very 
attentive to ^his, for God requires it. 



Ever yours, 



W. H, S. S. 
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DXLVI. 



Aogost 30« 1803. 



Dearly beloved friends in the Lord ; grace and peace 
be with yoa tbroogh oar Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sr the good hand of God upon us, we got safe 
home, and in good time ; since when I have 
been often attacked with rheumatic pains, 
especially in my knees, and I expect to hare 
my share of these pains during the ensuing win- 
ter: indeed, according to the course of years^i 
have but little to expect but labour and sori^ov^ 
yet there are some, yea, many things 'JtBst 
sweeten all; in looking back on what hd^tt 
done for us and in us; the deliverance I10 il/i2s 
wrought out for us ; the many promises lu5lias 
Fulfilled, and those which yet remain behintb; 
Ituk faithfulness to his word, the kindness^^life 
Tias shewn; the hope that is set before us,^aMl 
the cohfidence of hope that is within us; our 
diillverauce from the fear of dciith, and dread of 
liJ^ttiiation ; the miseries, troubles, trials, tempt- 
'ifiotis, and afflictions, t^iat attend us in tUs 
^fift ';^' and 'the perfect happiness, tranquitiit^, 
rest, and peatfei that are above : these HAjing^ A) 
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at times damp us to this world, and make the 
world to come desirable. 

Oh, my dear friends, one grain of faith, one 
beam of hope, one flame of love, is worth more 
than a million worlds ! I should now think my- 
self one of the most miserable of fnortals, if, 
while bowing down to the grave under the in- 
firmities of old age, I had no God to look to I 
Ob, what has he dOne foX ''such poor creatures 
jisjwe are ! And what a treasure has he laid up 
Mfc' the' heavens for us! We shall, my dear 
iyiQnds^ bear his image, appear in his likeness, 
bs filled with his fulness, and shine forth as 
jtbe sun in the glory of his kingdom forever 
ajiid ever! This, oh this is the joy, the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, 
-which he has been pleased to set before us! 
^Wherefore, my most dearly beloved friends, I 
eotreat you not to be slack in seeking the face 
of the best of friends ; and do not associate with 
the men of this vain world; 'for in our last 
stages, in our afflictions, they are physicians of 
110 value; and of their company, of their so- 
ciety, and of their vain amusements, we must 
s^y that our souls have no pleasure in them. 
(Ranges we must expect; yet every day af- 
fords us some indulgences, and such as are of 
tnore value than a thousand world?. 

I am at present in a weak and low frame, 
having received a letter from poor Jenkins, ex'- 
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pressire of his being ill, and very low ; but the 
most savoury and heavenly letter I ever had 
from him. God is with him of a truth. 

Ever yours, 

W« H. S. S« 



DXLVIL 



September 9^ 1605« 



Dear friends in the Lord Jesus, and fellow traveUen 
Zion-ward; grace and peace be mnltiplied as yon 
' maj stand in need. 

I AM not a little concerned to know how your 
harvest goes on, the weather has been so unfa- 
vourable-: do acquaint me. Yesterday the 
farmer who built the little chapel at Otford 
tww her^, informing me of a poor woman, who 
had been under the delusion of Arminianism, 
being. delivered from that snare of the fowler 
the last time I was at Otford ; and of a poor 
fnan, who had been long in trouble, being set 
at liberty at the same time^ who now says that 
aU the men in the world could never have per- 
soaded him that there was a person upon earth 

• 

who could have described his qase, telling him 
where ksi^ what ha was, and what was the mat- 
tet with bim, if the Lord had fiot done it by 
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iqa , Poor Mrs. Gr, before her labour came on, 
ha4 these words impressed on her mind, '^ Call^ 
upon me in time of trouble, and I will deliver* 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me;" and they: 
abode with life and power on her spirit, feeding' 
her soul and entertaining her mind till her la-^ 
bour was over ; so that she had enough to do to 
attend to them: but, as soon as her deliverance* 
was wrought, they seemed to vanish, and not so 
much as one spark of love, tribute of praise, or 
spring of gratitude, was left. This she laments ; 
and it serves to convince her of the absurdity of 
Arminianism, to which she has been long in- 
clined ; for who would lie under such a dead 
frame if they had a will and power to change 
it? .In what various ways does the dear Lord 
try .^s sometimes, by communing with us ou>t 
of the scriptures, sending one word afteiC ano^ 
ther, and yet holding our eyes under the old 
venl, that we should not see him? at other tiines 
Utting in a ray of light, and yet leaving us .$o 
bewildered as to be unable to form a judgment 
of it? This is shewing himself through the lat- 
tice. Sometimes he breakr^a^^ morsel of the 
bread of life to us, which ammiites tlie whole* 
soul, and then he vanishes out^of our sight* :At 
other times he goes before us in away of previa 
dence, turning up many things in oar favoiir) 
in answer to prayer : this is causing his goodo^ev 
to pass before us, shewing u» Ws jbackrpartsi, 
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wbiiti hii ftce must not be seen. It was tVis 
that induced Moses to entreat,^'^ I beseech thee, 
shew me thy glory ;** and again, " Let me see 
thy face." Howerer, this sight is yet to be 
seen, for '^ When we awake in his likeness we 
shall see him as he is/' 

Pray, Charles, write me word how the harvest 
goes on. God Mess you bodi. 

W.H. S.S. 



DXLVIII. 

r 

Septecnber la^ 1905. 

xVt present I am pretty well, though much 
threatened with rheumatic pains, as if this win- 
ter would be a trying one to me. I have had 
good tidings since my last visit to Otford : and 
I think L, have been long plowing and sowing 
at Ely, where I have no doubt but by and by 
there will be some reaping ; the seed will not 
rot under the clods, for God says, *' Ephraim 
shall ride, Judah shall plow, and Jacob shall 
break his clods/' One shall see work done, as 
an overlooker ; others shall convince and con^ 
vict, to lay open the heart; while some shall 
reprove and rebuke^ to soften the hardness of 
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it} ** liMt the righteous smite ine> it shalLrbe a 

kindness ; let him reprove me, it shall be an e&^ 

odlent oil/' which, like rain, softens the ckxh* 

I will in no wise believe that all the seed soa^q 

among the islanders witt prove barren ; ** Cast 

^y bread upon the waters, and thou shalt find 

it after many days.*' Our blessed Saviour, the 

bread of life, works in secret; and many, when 

first they cdnceive him in their minds, do not 

know what they have received, nor what is the 

matter with them^ Their borrowing the books 

is a good sign ; and, should God spare me till 

another spring, they will inquire, when I come 

again, more than ever; for I clearly perceive 

that the oftener I come, the more I have to 

bearmetiaafl/aoit will be;. for God will work, 

and none shall let it. 

Two' old ladies, who were wiser in their owA > 
cdnceit thaii 6even men that can render a rrason^ 
hkve l^tefy been enlightened, and are now cu2fc 
otPknd cut o\xt of Arminianisro, What think 
yBtl^of that? And a poor distreseed old^mdai 
aiiffeng the wbods, who was long in trouble,- hbs . 
atlfd'beert set at liberty. : ». 

'^^^irfaty, the^ tfirngs' fire mic' for 'the wQtkjjj^ 
A^'^s^ahgted^ Sheep ar? forifiy*irei: the.iLdtalli: 
gf^kntr tTiev'^od^dfc^irj^; fdf >he 'ktoQWs<.thali;i%( 
zf^fikt^&, aMM^t^ei^rt^^ten; itttf.<tjhite'«oiw, 
aiJ6!^^ P*¥|5n8WJi«vite«*«6 a= ^lai^^toieri, oiHidv 

VOL. HI, 2 c 



986 

•f prafinforsy who are in arms ^pSn:^ mj 
comiag ; but I hope to be there next M cmday. 
God blest your dd hearts. Pray aem4 me w0tA 
how harvest goes ob« 

Ever youia, . 

W« H* S* & 



DXLIX. 

Septembor 34« 1809. 
My dearly beloved. Brother and Sister in <%ri8l. 



jfoii have heard, by a letter fropfi his Exoei* 
Ifency^ that beiBteiids to pay yoa « visit: of 
wlneh.I am glad^^ kilo wing that the good work 
in you often wants reviyii^, r^iewing, or re- 
freshing ; sttd 1: hc^e that.sometbiiig of this sort 
will attend bis visit, for God kaotws that I hmg 
after your souls in the bowels of Christ and it is 
the earnest prayer of my heart that you may^ be 
enlarged, established, and directed into the en- 
joyment of divine love, and into a patient wait- 
ing for Christ- Nevertheless I have my £^rs, 
knowing that his £xcelleni$y> constitution is 
in a shattered, tottering, debilitated coaditioo> 
lest the cold barn at this seasoa of the y9W 
should be too much for him. 

I long to know how you succeeded with 
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your harvest. As t6 myself, I am often faint 
and feeble, yet pursuing : the prize is before 
us, but the road is rough: yet the helps, the 
encouragements, the supports, are many. Every 
glimpse of his face makes darkness light before 
us, and crooked tbfiig3 dtr^ight; It tuti^a the 
darkest night into day, and a house of mould- 
ing into a marriage feast. But the visits are 
short, and the vacancies long; prosperity makes 
us cheerful, but adversity makes us droop. 
Sweet is the smile, but bitter the desertion. 
However, we must cat of his bread, and drink 
•f the wine that he has mingled, and the best 
wine is kept till last. No man expects a har- 
vest till be has plowed and sowed :, no warrior 
expects the victory, and the spoils, until he has 
fought the battle. Arid who expects the prize 
that never ran the race ? 

Dearly beloved friends, farewell ! That mercy 
^nd peape may be with you is, and I hope ever 
will be, the constant prayer of 

Your companion in the kingdom of Christ, 

W.H. S.S. 
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Octobtr 19, 1^05. 
.^uT" . SI ^ v«3 Jhl^ 5a die 



Gxw -z. Jt e fcy. <am ^ckcl be with Mary, and 

y$iih pctyr Cliaries. arj -St'jzw tzaTcIlcr and feU 
Io\e ^nuxtr^ I jm "ius axcr^frr snacewkat cheer- 
!uL :o m^ icui» iati oiust tiercfuc trouble my 
u<ir rritrati* w::a some .ir rbc oreiflowing(\ 
^ Couose^ :u iie j eart is .2> iisep matciSy and the 
"WXtis :)f viiviijm xS'aijwia:iir^of Wisdoms 
noicc and xisiiGcns Trcnli xr; » the sons of 
st^fu Wisccm scesjcs a wcri a c» season to 
tliem thai are weary; oer w«g3' cpbold them 
that arr fe-rrrg ; klc speaks » ocm that are 
dead; tbej near zer vi3&cr; or vonl quickens 
tacd, azu: r\ir word fbevis rbe <xre that is given 
them. Wlidsxii Kxaks bi ri^^ieovsness, as one 
si^htT tr> save: this fojin^s hope^ and hope 
brings sali-atl^n. WIscczx speaks peace to the 
iKati^en zho^ And these are her different 
ToiccSy wr.ich Cbmis sheep hear and foUow, but 
a mzDgcT tbcT will not tbiiow. Why ? " Be- 
cause they know not the voice of strangers." 
-There is no suitableness^ no support, no life, no 
salvation, no peace,, in all they say ; and there- 
fore they will not, cannot, dare not follow thein. 
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The sleepy devil I find still haunts thee — a 
full proof that he lias lost the fort royal of the 
heart, and all his armour wherein he trusted^ 
This armour consists of, 1. im belief ; 2. cruel en- 
mity against God; 3. blindness of mind; 4. 
hardness of heart ; 5. ignorance of God ; 6. carnat 
security or false peace. With these he keeps pos- 
session of the palace, and his goods in peace. Faith 
conquers unbelief, and continually wars against 
it. The love, mercy, and kindness of God in 
Christ, war with enmity, reconcile the mind, 
and lead it to favour God and his cause of 
truth. Light works against darkness, rends'thc 
veil, and lays the sinful heart and the suitable 
' iSaviour open to view. Mercys moving in the 
iieart, melts and softens it. The bowels move, 
y^arn, and sound towards a kind and suifcring 
Saviour; whereupon a godly' sorrow, meekness, 
contrition, and repentance, flow' out, ^ which re^ 
iftove the stony' heart. The life, energy, and 
struggles of hope, war against false peace, while 
doubts and fears keep the soul in continual mo- 
tion. . . t .: 

By these things Mary may see what* that is 
which is born of the flesh, and that which is 
born of the Spirit The worst enemies the devil 
has in the heart of a saint are light, life, and 
love: but the worst of these three is love. When 
the light breaks in, if ^atan cannot keep it out, 
he will bafSe, confound, and confuse the mind, 
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till the M«l caanot make a judgment, either of 
what he sees^ hears, or feels. When life quiek* 
flOS the souK he will send a hundred dauberi 
with untempered mortar to heal the wotmil 
slightly, crying, " Peace, peace, where there 
is no peace.** fiat when love flows in he ii 
obliged to decamp^ as it brings the former state 
of ftflicity fresh to hi^ mind, filling him witk 
rage, jealousy, revenge, and desperation. No- 
thii^ drives like the fire of love and the joy of 
it: the fire and flame together are too much 
^ven for Satan himself, who never could main- 
tain his standing against them ; but, for tlie 
«ake of a little respite and delusive ease, like 
the old cobbler, he packs up his kit, and scuUa 
pfi^ as soon as these times of love abate ; how- 
ever, 90 sure does he return with desperate rage, 
spreading his own infernal malice, jealousy, and 
bitterness, through all the soul, till we are con- 
strained to call even the truth of such love*visit 
itself into question^ '' And, if it be notao now, 
who will make me a liar^ a^d make mj speech 
nothing worth ?" 

God bless you all ; ao prays 

W. H. S.S. 
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October 28, I6t3f5« ' 

The sleepy devil still continues with poor 
Mary, which brings on a cold chilly and a care- 
lesS) insensible stupor, attended with a lifeless 
life, a hopeless hope, and a dead, unfruitful, 
fearless fear. Satan is an unwearied enemy ; a 
cunning, watchful, diligent ensnarer; an accu- 
fs^er, and an artful fowler, seeking whom he may 
devour^ in which he neither sweats nor tires 
day or night His unabating malice against 
God; his desperation, revenge, and immortal 
hatred at the woman's seed, and at elect sinners, 
can never be allayed^ , II« is an outlawed rebel, 
a state prisoner, iKaindia the phains of his own 
crimes; reserv^ed f<M* futpre torment; ujader the 
unpardoaabia sin, an4 -undgr the curse and 
wrath ipf Godj @^d a . Tassal ; to the reigniujg^ 
power both of sin and everlasting 4cath., But 
has Zion no spyerpign against this ^tyrannical 
usurper? . Js there no remedy to the disease of 
his assaults and darts? Is there no balm in Gi- 
lead for these wounds? Yes, there are all 
these — there is hope ia Israel concerning this 
thing. 

livery promise is both a b^sis and a warrant 
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for hope : " I will [says Jehovah the Saviour] 
give you power to tread upon serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, ' 
and nothing shall by any means hurt you.'* 
Watch that text then, and make full proof of its 
veracity. The enemy shall never drive one 
fruit of the Spirit before him, nor deprive us of 
one divine blessing, or saving operation ; for, 
'^ when the enemy shall come in like a flood, 
the Spirit of the Loixl shall lift up a standard 
against him," that we, with the temptation, 
may havp a way niade for our escape. 
: As soon as he leaves you he will go to ano- 
ther of your society; for he is a ghastly va- 
grant, a local hell, and a portable pestilence. 
Deliverance is promised ;, and is to be. sought, 
prayed, and with watchfulness to be waited for 
and expected ; and, if the xmswer tarry, it is a 
cross that must be borne, and shall be sancti- 
fied; under it " faith worketh patience, and 
patience experience, and experience hope ;" and 
these latter are greater treasures than the for- 
mer are trials, for the trials or sufferings are not 
to be compared with the glory of* God's grace, 
which is, and which is to be, revealed in us : 
** Unto you it is givtn, in the behalf of 'Christ, 
not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for 
his sake," that God may count you worthy of 
the kingdom for which ye also suffer. 

The heart must know and feel its own bitter- 
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pess; and the same heart, and not another, 
shall exult in its own joy: " In adversitj^ con- 
sider, and in prosperity be joyful; God has 
set the one against the other." And who can 
make those things straight which he hath made 
crooked? Surely then they that have none of 
these changes fear not God, It is the mpnrners 
that shall be comforted ; if you drink the.bitter 
cop of affliction, you shall sip also of the cup 
of consolation; and, as afflictions abound, so 
consolations shall aboundr" The deeper we dive 
in the pit, the higher we soar on the rock; the 
longer in bondage, the longer the jubilee ; the 
sharper the battle, the more glorious the vicr 
tory. The fi^ry trial is to tryus, and the trial 
of faith is more precious than gold: therefore 
think it not. strange; the same is accomplished 
in your brethren that are in thp world, and is 
and has. been accomplished even in the'scribr 
bier of this. 

Tender my kindest love to Charles, and . to 
3II the poor little -ones. This comes from the 
mourning grove, near the weeping, willow. 

W. H. S. S. 
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DLir. 

.Pecfetobdr 13, 1805. 

MT VZkK FRIEND, 

I HAV£ lately hid A violent cougfa and ocAU, 
and strove hard to break through it for a fort- 
nighty but all in vain, being at last obliged to 
lay by for ten days ; since when am much bet- 
ter, blessed be God for it. The outward man, 
says Paul, decays; but the inward man, the 
hidden man of the heart, decays not ; some fu* 
tare trait or member of him being stitt left, 
felt, and perceived ; for, if faith lie dormant, if 
patience be tired, if meekness be removed, and 
hardness of heart f[>lloti^ ; if love wax cold and 

♦ - 

humility b6 fled, yethop^ remains: and, though 
hope be removed like a tree, yet knowledge is 
left: and, should that appear to give way, and 
darkness to our view should succeed ; yet, if 
we get into company with hypocrites or fools, 
in their glass we shine bright and glorious ; ancl 
this is one member of the new man, who is re» 
newed in knowledge after the image of him 
that created him in righteousness and true holi- 
ncss. 

Oh, Mary, every member of this new man is 
Mhorth more than a million worlds. Christ knows 
his own image^ and every a^peafancp of it ; 
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^' that which is bern of the Spirit is spirit,'' and 
€^€Ty grace is a good thing towards the Lonl 
God of Israel; for, though at times all joy is 
darkened^ and all peace and comfort are fled, 60 
that bitterness rand misery, Satan and corrup- 
tion, come ia and rise up like a fbad, yet is 
there $omething letY even tlieiji, and that is life ; 
for the appetite is keen, the soul hungers and 
thirsts after the bread of life, after righteoim- 
i^ess, after the waters of divine grace, and after 
the enjoyment of the living God ; yea, longs 
after the word of life and the means of grace : 
and, although lusts and corruptions, pleasures 
and vanities, and the felicity of careless world* 
lings, are by Satan extolled, magnified, and set 
before us, even in ail their glittering and gaudy 
sh^ow, so as to make us envious at the foolish, 
and at the prosperity of the wicked, yet evejti 
this is not preferred before the bitter cup of 
affliction^ for the soul then says, with pious 
Job, "The thing? tl>at. my soul refuseth to 
touch arc as my sorrowful meat," Job yi. 7. 
All these were set before, him, yet were they 
not the bread of life, which, strengthens 
man's heart and feeds the new rnan ; but they 
were sorrowful meat to Job, though npt s^Hch to 
the fool, who feeds upon foolishness. Thus ypu 
see, Mary^ two things remain in the .wor^t of 
^imes — knowledge of ^nful self and 4iyi<^ Ufciy 
>yhich makes us long for spiritual, pro visi«^i^; 
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and "this, [says David] is tiiy' comfort io »my 
affliction^ for thy word hath quickened ine.'* 
' Furtliermore : -wlven allevidences seem to he 
obscured; weak/ and ready to die, yet one is 
sure to escape the common slaughter; even 
when'all the seed royal besides seem to be slain, 
and that is, love to the brethren : and " we 
know that we. are pasaed iVom death unto life 
because we love the brethren;" although at 
times the devil lays hard even at this, filling us 
with rage and jealousy against them, stirring 
us up to envy them, strip them, and to try hard 
to knock them down; yet even then this evi- 
dence is not destroyed ; for, as soon as we flee 
them sunk down into the pit, we labour with 
all our might to pull them out, to strengthen 
and set them upon their legs again: so that we 
do not ainj at their ruin, only to keep them 
from running too fast, or prevent their getting 
before us, which at most is but (Jacob like) 
holding them by the heel. A blessing attends 
those whom " the Lord hath made ruler over 
hishoushold, to give them a portion of meat iti 
due season." ' ' 

I am fully persuaded that this basket* of 
fragments came from the Lord, and that some 
of tlie crumbs will suit Mary, even though the 
sleepy devil be still upon her; for, though the 
body sleep, conscience does not: " I sleep, but 
my heart waketh," ^^ It is the voice of my be- 
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loved that knocketh," Conscience was awake^ 
and the knowledge of her beloved's voice was 
still with her. My best love to Charles and all 
the little ones, God's blessing attend this, and 
niy poor prayers shall follow it. 

The COALMEAVEIU 



DLIII. 

The Cabin, January 29, IS06, 

JVIr. Jenkins has been ill ; I have been out of 
town a fortnight, and wa^fronj home when poqr 
Mary's melancholy epistle arrived. You are not 
the only one in the furixace, but have plenty of 
company. I have not for many days had so 
sore a conflict with Satan as I had yesterday 
morning, M'hen he followed me to the pulpit, 
and beset me when I was in it; nor has he don^ 
yet. Add to this, that I have a bad cougl^ 
* and the rheumatism in one arm and sboulden 
"so that I do not expect to recover the strength 
of that arm any mor*e. I am also troubled with 
aii asthma, and have several symptoms of a 
dropsy : but " the day of death is better than 
the day of one's birth" to sensible sinners ; " It 
is. given on our behalf not only to beheve [in 
Christ], but also to suffer for his sake.'' But 



v hen I shall be (aught to endure all long suffer* 
lags with joyftilness I know net ; for, if it was 
to save Biy life, I eannot take it patiently : m j 
stubborn heart will rebel, though this onlj 
binds the yoke faster, and makes it more gall- 
ing* However, God knows whereof we arc 
made, and what is in us^ better than we do ; 
and sure I am that divine love shall outdo hell* 
ish hate ; infinite wisdom is moi^ than a match 
for infernal cunning; grace shall reign, and 
sin shall not have dominion. So God says, and 
*• if we believe not, he still abideth faithful, 
he cannot deny himself." Nevertheless, even 
the furnace, the rod, the path, of tribulation, 
reproofs, rebukes, bondage, and even Satan'^ 
fiery darts, with a hope of better tidings, bet- 
ter things» and better days, are better than 
carnal ease, the pleasures of sin, or a portion 
in this life ; for I am truly sick, of self and of 
tin ; and he that hates his life in this world 
•hall keep it to life eternal. 

I am truly sorry for your loss> of which I had 
formerly a large share-; but am now less cdn- 
cerned about thos6 gone before, than about 
those I must soon leistve behind. We kriow fiot, 
however, what is best foK< us-; and must there* 
fore be still, and know that he is God. I do 
not wish to be high, nor highly exalted : t^ 
be self-abased, meekened, lowly minded, sor- 
rowful, broken-hearted; contrite, humble, aad 



less than nothiDgi is sai^3t ainl i^est for us iti 
this land of dro<ig})t,t |1^& b^^rr^n wildierne^St 
I may «ay the laud of t,he lerieniy. But sucely 
tbey caonpt be of tbi» wof Id who hate it, and 
are hated of it. • / 

< Fellow-&Hiner ai^ fellour'^siifFcrcr, fellow-pri^ 
soner and fellpw^-ioidier, fellsow" rebel and. true 
yoke-fdlow, fere well : '* he that siiall come 
will come.*' Q^x light affltctiona are not^ IzMt-^ 
ing. My kind love to Charles. God Uess yoii 

♦11.., , '^ r -: . ...■.'■•(■ 

VV • Jcl. ij* 3.- 
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DLIV. 

Pebri99l]r 4^1806. 
Beloved Fricndai in the Lord Jesus, 

1 HAVE received a few lio/es from the £pi|iale 
vqlunte^rof JQQ^-pMn^. who I find is still Ir 
armsi and ^niok^s with venge^ncci However, 
I koQw tbiM: ii^ ti^tl^:. firQ.witlgoouty though 
no dpubl: 3%tan ^ill blow it up a^ long a$ foel 
can be procured to feed the flame. But we 
batvf this prproiis9f/ ^VWbw thou passeth tbrpvgh 
the; fire I iriU b^ wit)i ttk^e^ therefore thou 
shalt nqt b« burnt, Qoith^r ahaJit the dame 
Hi&dle ^ppn thee." This fiiel is all in tl^e flesh. 



. Ibe^fl^nw is in* tlmicariHil 4mn^ andhpiMK iM 

a||r«eabte urorkin^ are in tbc oM cwniriv^liMdl 

i% corrupt aacorcUng to the deceit&il loiM 

'KbitApkl maa must be crucified, -^nd tliisdtffM 

M^ill send a few nails through him ; -andi mhni 

tbis^ done Mary, will, as I have .i^tmL do«9| 

look back and.l^igb at her own folly. .<-. i^in 

' .The new. m)&n will revive out .^if all .t^'% 

smeke^ and receive not the lea^t 4kmfagf^ ^i^n 

ir^i for no such unhalioived fiteiAtfUl evff%k>B^lfl 

upon him. The dross will consnineir b¥t A$b 

the gold :.<''the trial of faith is mnQh»iQQr& ^v^ 

cioos than gold, though it be triQdi\yitb .^IttA 

and shall be found * unto praise and bOnaurj||§ 

the appearing of Chmt." Both* t)^ ^y^^l jih|| 

the tictory of faith are pteciout, l|i£caf^^^9ii||i 

appears in triumph. It has foughlb M^tf^tJMI 

de^ti, ^th the flesh, and with theispM;itx)f^QiH 

pOBition in thia^world. Ith^ foHgJlttAvith/ipitf 

ptistors in the pulpit, with liypocritief /in;.pr(ht 

fession, with hereticks, with all^fthe fbara ^ 

death,'-' afnd with all the iriiaginary hdrrors^^eH 

hell'. Surely^then the * trial and- conqiiitot9![ ^ 

sAehf a faith mu^t be more precious'lliaa'golA^ 

and* the .more it is tried^ the* 'etroiigercatff 

gro^v9• • ' '•<•:! I '^ -^-tji* 

^f f our sotrls knew the meanlfig'and^orth^eAi 

this text; ^^Tearnot, for'thyMafceAis.tlitfyilhu*rf 

band," we should hug and cfmbraceeVefyfliifi^f 

that has a tendency to drive uftcloscr.tb^iUkn. 
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And itrtngt it is, though true, that tt a hus- 

html he stiles himself jeakms, atid his i^ery 

Mme is jealous. Exodus kxxiv. 14. And it is 

voDderful that he should set so much value on 

the affections of such poor worms as we are; 

Wthe delights in tlie believing and loving heatt, 

calling every rival an image of jealousy $ evea 

a provocation or inordinate affection has not 

ticaped insure. Jatioh places ail his delight 

io Joseph, and makes him a coat of many co- 

Irars ; in which he goes out, to return no more ; 

only the coat arrives, to convey the sad tidings. 

lacob sets his heart upon Rachel, who is the 

§nt of the family that dies. Abraham with 

Isaac, and David with Absalom, both feel the 

aatne trial. And sure I am that Christ has done 

enough to win our hearts, for he sets no small 

value upon them : " My son, give me thy 

keart.*' When the Lord is uppermost within^ 

all things go well without; and all things must 

and shall work together for good to them liiat 

lave God : this; and only this, is our whole 

work*^to keep Christ and conscience together, 

and to let him be uppermost; and have the chief 

throne in our affections. God has set his King 

Upon his holy hill of Zion, and Zion is hts 

people, Isai. li. 16; anct their affections are the 

koly hill of Zion : ** Christ in us the hope of 

glory** IS God's mystery among the gentiles. 

My kindest love to Charles. Ever yours, 

W. H. S. S. 

voi. HI. 2d 
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r 4ear 6tst€Sr% epistle » full of cpq^pl^ti^^ 
raeli 09 are poured in upon me fro^ all quaDt^p 
0f fcbe nation. I answered (I believe) np. je;^^ 
•than tcai Hut week, though my qwn aoful mus 
fliWftst a» de^d as theirs; for I ,luve hei^ ^y^iv 
tni; mj^ tiewbook till my cruse, i§ ihsLified^^^d 
4^ aprtttg. beqoffre almost dr}v ^everthi^l^^ 
tjie beiwver 15 neyerjeft without, a. gfound. fpj 
IJa^Gjt'^Ag, iiqi; .witbomt .matter whereof to glpg^; : 
«i»IPQWftr4.iri^ fqr we may glory in oux,jn- 
A*iQUie^« None but the sick nq^jd the, J^hy^f.- 
^ian. Peri^ung sauh need thc) baAQuet,, ^)n^ 
Jhey shall come to it Tbq. ^Iry. gfoiunjd-rrjt^p 
IMMT and needy s^ek water, *an4..^hall h/ivge it. 
^Ike floul m trouble needs p^e^est belp, ^ci 
43»U H helped* We must dri,9,^,.oC Chris's 
ivmpi wc mpst be pifinted tpg€;^J^e^:.i;i the 1^- 
:M^%Qf,h\i^ deaths and we shall ^ay^ fj^Ilow^hip 
!w>thihim in his sij^fferings ; withoat tl^f^. ^^y^> 
^m. should nQt be capable of feeling /or him^^qr 
^fiywpathiziag with him. j . ^,, ^- 

- Thcfee crossesjr Mary^ discover the^ dross j|^d 
\fM9xmteli fk^d (be future ray p pf ^is eoyr\tf- 
naa^eiWiU ii)elt the.soul;f remove the dross ^^d 



40S 

lift, and draw thy soul into himself. Thou vrast 
never more dead to this world, nor more sick of 
it, than at this time. Vain and foolish things 
ai'e not indulged nor meditated on ih the fiir^ 
nac«r. Pauri^ thprn iOf the flesh kept him from 
pride. God oftentimes niortines us to sin by 
siili malcing us so sick of it by its' inward A\Or 
tioh's, that we loathe' it both in ourselvHcs and ifn 
others. Israel was cured of idolatry by iflbk^ 
tr^. They vlrens always warping to idols> tiU 
God t6l'd them that he Would retnoye th^tB 
ftxim thieir b#n land into the furthest piyt* 
unHjir heaven, where they should worship gddf 
d? gbld and of silver J and the king df-Brf>y- 
ion's ^oMen image and fiery fbrnace' gave 1^1^ 
theiV'flirof it,30 thatthey ne^fer \irent't6 t^he^iA^ 
itf^'bi^ gods atiy' more. I like my compahienS tb 
'iliarc'iii'hiyfot: "Who [says Paul] maketb me 
'^iid,^b\it iko&l'thkare rijadesofl^?" ^ • ?/ '* 
^' Sih'c^e^ r 'obtained' my pardon, and * the lijve 
•ttt&t iiitrdndi' it, I have gone frt)m plac^ to pla'de 
iil tfhiains/, bound hand and 'foot, and yet jpreach- 
ihg'tb ^ti-eil'gfheB others when I could not stuad 
alorife J niyself half starved, half naked, Weak 
ind^ totteri^ig;' in body; my children ili^ heal 
#<iiit; h6t)led, shunned, slighted, and abused 
by all : but I bless my God for the whole of % 
,ki!owing wHo^brought me through and brought 
rilie out. 'Add I 'kdmii^ehis conduct,, His good^* 
siess, his wisdom and mtrcy, to poor, helpless^ 
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ihif'deltntfcTc89 ttie. Wcarc bnttl«v*«tlsja«wl 
the sout most be humbled, tneekteed; s^l^d, 
inrf dissolved, or the ne\V wine VMy^bii^ 
the botiiJe, and the bottle would jierish.^ "^N#«r 
^ibe "must be put into new* bottles/ tb«tt^Bw4i 
ire preserved/' There is more in 'tfeaf^ttet 
-than many are aware of. • <'^^^' 

• I have now almost fitiishedmy bd61t,^l^\l 
shall have a little more leisure. Poor Jifffltfts 
has been long ill, -and writes alhU^stefaougtr^-^to 
etnpTby balf my tlmt in answering him^^slfeft*. 
e*er/ the good work goes on, lbo\i^h-W5fn|ifo 
*iTOst*^bitt« conflict* between, being ifilfisberi^ 
4/i^^in^. Tatifi almost we^ry'of ctoft^tiignyt, 
s^dloMg to^ gt^t ^rc^ad ; but the w^a^ei^^^H 
^dlgloom}^ : My kindest love: to Cfa»rlis)ra»l 
all the little ones. God for crvtt bteasiydaaikf 
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IfHiHtEitlfet) ttiy^dear friend's lettfer^ anti -Was 
^^deedingly glad td tiear of the chiWsHiieccr 
^^«ry,^ U'hich caused itiatiy •^t^iaaildsgfevin^^o 
>(Jfad,.2*tdi^nfeigf»eH^afiteti^ " I.i'overbwirto 

L%\m? amlrtffcug^ht it lfeaTO)ld andhdHrseness, 
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^rfel^k firftv€ij,t§:ipy «bW9lgp hcwfrf; >»t,aiq; now, 

c%i>fe frjEipji >Ely; Many , lucic^en, num^eiita^ 
aR^}glpQmy>Ghaiigcs> which: left me .^ 
bf^CBi ^nlj^n)h^y, 4n^. ^ imsanctilied ;. J^hfih* 
liousi refractory, stut^borU: <an4 ^uBx^Untlq^gi 
:^ei'$^rdsusr€^t,ep€3fgy.m\yrs^jftv^ ^9^ most 
powerful ^leadings^ pe^tioos^ axxi; argumepts; 
Th^ : agai&> <;pop^ up ia soul ; .blind, ^d^rk, 
neMll^sS) i^nd uneasy ; after wlUqh i warq(>eek^ 
bumble^ rand, Jowly ; . tbe» again came bitt^t;^ 
xie§s> istrife^ • and a -longing • for deal^i ith,at;cl 
n«gb*ffi*ethd end of it all. N^ejit canf>e: abnsive 
Ifirtt^rSy neptete with jgiiorajii?e'^a9d?inwllfe|ic^} 
as if il! was intended for.notluftg but arRjDfrk fi^? 
affowsand'S{:^oFtfor foob« ^ \ - •;*•' - , '^ ' 
*^ 'On i S^Anday morning twice have I been 
straitened J on Monday and Tuesday at liberty; 
at Lewes scarcely ever so much led out; at 
home quite the reverse. But dead or alive ; 
high or low ; let loose or shut up ; in the light 
or in the gloom — preach 1 must, having no al- 
ternative, for want of an assistant; and this 
makes the preacher's life ten times wors^ than 
yours. " Gryjng dliildren^. and no jbvrea^ts^ i^- 
jnnuns^rable beggars, and np fa^e^ditia^Jai^ge 
family, andean empty cupiH)ard; \itQ\k\d try $1^ 
patfence of the n[»^t pliEtcid of aHjparents. But 
yeri}y therb is an end to |hese tfaingSi and our 
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expectation shall not be cut off. On the bther 
faftody I see liat a few, even in professioni &t ease, 
abounding in health and in wealth, with nei* 
ther son nor .nephew, and no rod upon them. 
These I often envy, and watch with a jealous 
eye; yet conscience says^ I wouldapt cha:|ige 
lf\y lot with tb^m for all the \7prld. So that I 
Am a mystery, a paradcq^ and a riddle. The 
mbre w*e are shaken, the less we cleav^ to the 
dust The tnore fire Ave have, the 'less* tfrdssi 
being thus emptied continually f roto i^essiilr * tq 
vessel, that we may neithei: settle* 6if thte»kfeS*f 
|elf-nghteoul»ness nor carnal security.* • ^^ [' ' 

M^ry wjU say, telling alt thes^ e^ihpti[ii)t$ 
to «i<? is sendiiig coals to Newcastte i^^^^ifi^oi 
the abundance of the heart the taoiitM li^k-r 
eth.'* This is at present my tnpasai^, But4^W» 
mind these ehings, Mary, it i(il[ktt\mphd/lG^V}aik 
life in this world that shall keep it td-^l^^l^- 

* 

nity. I envy all, yet would chang^-^tetc^xvUh 
none: and I must submit tliese thiJUgi td^iny 
superiors. • • m .. i 

i have1)egged of God all the fayb^rif yoq 
bid me; Tender my love to Charlts,\and the 
little ones. ' ' -n . 

W.H. S. S. 
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DLVIL 

October 29. 1800^ 

^^ ^S^ar FKecida in the Lord JesQs^ 

Grace unto you, aad peace from God oujr Father, ^ui 
from the Lord Jesus Christ, who i* our hope; * - 

4?lfAv& J»tejty.beeH at Qranbrook, my jMitiyjf 
fittece, .where ^^11/ e?ci?fipt the ^aiots, are u»* 
I»ft5^,nili> me^ aoiQBg wl^on^ the ww^ Q^t^ 
Lor4 iseema^jtfO run ^pd b.e£lormed. I hayp n^ 
iJlmth^, bpt ypu are still in the waiii. Qfid'M 
^t)i1^sl:ery a^pjjig the Gentilejs is Qbrif^ ijs|^ |}f 
tbfi Jjppe of glory/ He takes possesjfian 9^^ 9^ 
44^1$ in^ all th^t are of. a broken iin4 qoati;^|;^ 
IfcftTJt^ wWielvi^ Jknow,n by the <j€?ip€raJ;e Wfr^ftf 
&»t«a:«gavf)ft( uf» his ui^rfmi^tting att^ka,^ 
si%tQn\fiihu^d ^y bislAbpMriDg In v^ipi at; .^vijr 
5||Mftrttciipii, wbi$^t, is hi^ Wle aina. 
. Ixx all these battles we lose neither o^t; g^9?^ 
QlWprfti»H»e^ Wf oijie trut^; but ar? jin po^seji- 
ilk>n oof thejiaip^ faithi hppg, lov^, wee^AQs^ 
bmnllity, and self-abasement, as when j^b^J^tr 
tlfi jbega^n. .His grace has be^n sufficient, and 
God :has appe^ared true to his promisf-^fis our 
4ay, ^o our strength has hfie\i. Nor arc Wic 4e« 
prived of cme ^u^; peither electiou, iredeinp<» 
tiojQ, j.uatif)Qationi oor r^eiiemtion ; ^vkt tr^th 
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has been durahietd^and imckldnnSatailTahBSitfe 
^VTttich'tbese diiBgs oat of liiir Jiandsjt fterrstetf 
tikd'word, and so ini(ke qsiba^nar^/emdidfndi 
d^ttt'^/se are still. m {M>sses8ioQ:ToiEiahl7l:faisditre»' 
sure— ^Christ within us has been the strengthcaf 
our lieart, ivhen liexrt aiidjifl(sh(3-haawllk)th 

. Grapt, Mary, sha;tl r^ign. Chrisb^ isftilbA 
light within us: *^ Out of Zion XSod h»th 
shined," and still doth shine; heis^^^soma^vrnt 
Jesting light, oor Godrand glarjr/' jNiSi-fliMl 
£btan ^v^r cause this sun tQ %et,j qm\ hlmtih'iktr 
kyei SO' ^& to^ree this sweet facenonsKiMudi/h^st 
lives ia us : hemre spring alioiirfee(ihg^, ?PP^^ 
tiics, craving, longidg, andt>stiii^hi^ja^er 
Oadf Arid etiergy io prayt^r. itfe liastiwa^d 
om^jsoiilSf^'bound up our* Iirokefi^sfDititBi -^nd 
ipdkenr) peace to: our consei&nd'ejsrtfhasrjaeai'dMd} 
hiod^aad'cliasteoed Us; butiJi^s not |^T€^iM 
ditfy uliiQ 'dfiatb. S 1 n, the «ting o6\ jdf ath,'' sa 
longof yeigns j the' ourse ' of >the •kwiidolthi 911^1 
pieisoeus; tlie sentettee of .conde^nationiifiiM 
the (gospel does rH)t lie ii|>dta : n% as fU p^n^lbe- 
li©rserB>;.;Tieithcr;,djtJes consctencH&^«^dmfe9llKfjLH$^ 
as it did before we knew Christ; nor* dpes.ithe 
vindictTTe wratli of God terrify us as formerly. 
Though" fatherly angfer may frown upon us, 
yet, being all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus, it is impossible that condemnation 
.and wrath should abid^ upon us; for ** he that 
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dbielbrnrctii&w^nobfjfoAddin»d^ soub re- 

UdHned frbnri^irrath'teattDot^vbeitadenlitifsaemf 
jSodduuT! sworn aigainst tliis^: that lie will nuobftt 
wtxttb'WttbiuS) nor-rdbiSik^ us, *io a viodtcfitfe 
*^ay.V''' t- ' 1 '. ' . . ' •. ^ •» ; ' •>;..-. 

rfjoMoreo,verirfaith' always views God as ai&r 
ther, not as an angry judge ; as a friend^ ^aoftii 
lidt:Jl$ fln«€tien^y ; as a fountaurof Kving^ ^ktcr^ 
titKd -n^t^as aicoksuming fire ; as our chbf gdQct, 
dnd nm a taTHjIe majesty to us. • Again, let m 
(itf^rti PtKil) comtbrt oar souls on another ground^ 
ivAuchtisithc' change that iie has wrought iuus^ 
SfeifWtouJd^fsayfinhcJ do good ' '-^hat is tha Iwn* 
ct^jmy will; and ^h^ sst'iV/* is the^on ; . '^ hiitsevil 
tejjlresent'.witb-me, and the ^od that 1 weidd 
i^e^noti" Again: ^ to wfill is pfesent is^th 
ine;'M;oa(9ip easily choose'; ^S but bow. to^peim 
jbM()I find not.^*vAgain«:*^ with the imlndxil 
MTV^tfae bw 9f£rdd, wi til oiyi flesh thcilatihof 
siii."J ^JV^ain : fM delight in thefldw toC^Ghsd 
dft€r:ith6> inner man/' or;\vitbGod^ilQve in'onel 
totithlit iii opposed 'by a iaw/inniy membersit^' { 
*">'ilFender'myK kind love to theobildren»M>^oai0 
Ofefailes and tJear' Mary, the heavens bless' j^oni^ 

^iShf 'Amen, , • ^ ^f 

» 

. I - i J « . •-. 
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DLVIII. 



Nov. 7^ J30G. 



To Mary and Charlei the CoaIbtol>er ft^deth gtcet- 
tagi wishmg ^ace, iiier«y, und peace, thlott^'oiije^ 
jEiord Jesos Cfariat. 

Dear] J beloved in God, 

1 AX daiij pmyiiig for your irelface,F uroiulfrt 
in^ how you do, how you gO:on, atnd ihoiw; tbf} 
little ones are. Eor my part, through the teiH 
der mercy ixf Xjod^ I am braivelyv eocdspt that 
Iknr and then th€ Theufnatism informs - ihtit 
h' the (^intiier ^seaMn. HoM^ver^ theie it a. gpod 
physician both of body and sdui, whd^iltikevf^ 
these hdrngitig tog^ber till our work bo ^Aonci^ 
tilt our appointed time be come, and tintii li^ 
lias made us fit and meet for tJK iolisrituts^e 
above. And every soul \s 'fit for tba^t j^ort^Qf 
kingdom as soon as JesusChrist mantf^sts^ilim^ 
ib\f^ and by his Spirit takes po^sesferkm of i«s; 
for Christ " is made of God uato us wtsdoiH* 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption -J* 
imd this is all we waut; for wisdom makes us 
wise unto salvation; righteousness make$ ns 
just, and gives us a title to heaven> Rom. viii. 
30; Titus iu 7; sanctification m^kes us cleaui 
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j>ure, and hoty; and redemption is tlie price 
paid for our ransom, and discharges every debt 
we oive. And thus (^brist is all in all: all to 
us» and all in us; and w,^ arc complete in bim ; 
^* clean every whilt/' says the ever blessed Sa-r 
vibnr; *^ there is no spot) in thee/' 

.^3 for niy spul, I famye been tossed up and 
dawn like theiocast, i^ithghM!»mine&9of inia4 
and unbelief ip my heart ; stubbornness in sny 
willy and Satan at my heels; but of late w&tr* 
tei's have been better, the storms have blown 
QVWi the cioads .4ire dispersed, and the. blue sky 
})ai)ap{ieateid^serdne» which, has brouglit a caaioii 
and* for a while I have been tranquil, miBtk:, 
aad at liberty in my work. But inbred ewtf 
and Satan W;ill attempt a nieeting» an tinjbi^^ d 
0€nij^nction again; far our corruption;^ are hi*., 
spawn, his seed, and bis faitb&l allies, who 
V^iU oev^r desert Im cause, forsake his ii^te^ost, 
iu>r piTove the hMt disloyal to him^ beiQge^rth* 
ly, sensual, aad deviliish. But Satan is destroyed 
with endlj^s destruction, being given up and 
bouud over to eternal perdition in his own 
crimes. The oW man of sin is crucified, and 
the body of sia destroyed, through the dea& 
of Christ Jesus* 

. Grace in the heart, Mftry, is the. Saviour's 
crop, which at times goes out to him in exer7 
cise, when he meets it,^ thereby encouraging 
tbft soul With grace the Lprd ynitqs j in it he 
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delights; it is his own empire; ^ Grace shall 
reign f it is the new man, and God is ^le fa- 
ther of it. It is a treasure from the Lord's ful* 
ness, and is lodged in all his family, as the 
first fruits of the harvest of glory. Faith, hope, 
humility, love, meekness, self-abasement, and 
submission; light, life, asd joy; tiii^eomBt^ 
ami peace ; rest amd ^streagth i paBdoni^^ ^puckr 
ening, justii'yiug^ sapporxing gface^ ^I|.wV 
lcme:lhe world, and all that, is m-jit^: and.ilt^ 
crop God waters, guards^ and koepa i^g^ ^i4 
day» : ^nd thts/we kaovr is troie ; Ibr^. imt^ifitb- 
^lUuJAag . all the attempts and j^ttbckd^j^ $\% 
Satan^ and theJwoiid^.tire am ^till imc^fclfcipdS' 
•essimrofje very 'grace, thit Godi e^ifsr kmtqmh 
tdjufioiiiuw: and; if<lt is^nDtgoingout^^faabrdte 
4t;;ihtomfe;i iflnet ia exerdte,/it Mi'Mlil ;i9i Jhe 
Jiabtt ^ it'iSia piiocrpld. Jirithin,j^ ihlit ntnt tn^ 
in^ ^MTitliout; . li*^^ Wiierc is your latf fa r jsi^ddie 
,hmd:Avlv£afon\thi j$ez ( your f^th : 4h^ jDaklr)^, 
itaofl^* ittwas not theii active ogdinyte ftsih bar 
u2 Go<|iW;ev£r:bIo9sydn boebfar; iS09|iiiays,37^i* 
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J , PLIX. . 

r^r^^d .i')n',^ .vr'>;i '.•^:. ••}..• .! - ^j. 

:, „ . - i . November 13, 180(J: 

2€)>^im4&> itihi;e I come to inquireafter tiiewd&re 
aiP>i#)^.(k^t ifi^kfitds, faopiiig that the naxne of Aoar 
-lj^dli|di^s^ki:^t:is mth them, neither opt of 
^ii^thuor dntmf tt)iMl. ^Out4vf sight he ctntiot 
isfitf i£%e:t\09tN?H brs hand (> for, as. soon asihrer 
'litfijdm^dioiirrfifiitiife to kk o^viij oiir 'fleshrito 
»hiB ^bdh^adj ' ^iiA:tht: mighty God becmaieuthe 
eiM^dl Hbrtii (hn/' as out Inmranne)^ : ot^ Ood ii^itfa 
«6pvW«b Yp|H)ibte3 tht' Iieirvi^f^l things^ ?^Bod 
^itbidgs^Mrenprpiit Umierthis feet; :nado£f.»tm 
MJi.^; HiCcal jiw^J^vj^Thusj isxlKefiraftiABam 
-Ibst i a;tt; f t he^ ^cond Adam - < obt^med : all ; \ and 
^biee^it isfihsEt we'4iavetdife.|)romisBLof.lih€^tfe 
Jhibt^riiQri^ilis, ahd ' of .that *:}wUioh) is to come. ; 
and tlis^ aH^'thinga are cie^i tartbem^/trb^Ltrbe- 
Tie ve, * wiiHe^Jto . tdie iinbelieviog notbing' ' is^; so ; 
and a little that the righteous hath is better 
than the' treasures of many wicked, because we 
ha\:c it pndier the blessing frpm Christ, whilst 
they have it under the curse from the old Adam. 
Hence it is, and in this, way, that all things are 
ours, all things being for the elect's sake. \ And 
•we are exhorted to watch his hand, and. to ob- 
serve these things, that we may understand the 
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loving kindness of the Lord ; for his hand is tb 
be known towards his servants, and his indig- 
liation towards his enemies. And this hand 
towards his servants supplies all our wants, and 
is our support. Not one truth, essentikl to 
salvation, has God revealed to me, but what; 
tome heretic or other has laboured to strip Ine of^ 
not one promise has been applied to me but what 
Satan has laboured to dispute me out of, or elsfe 
to steal away ; and he has repeatedly stirred up 
and animated my corruptions with fresh life 
and vigour, so as to oppose and fight agaiifst 
ev^ry grace that God lias implanted in my heart 
And whenever I am inclined to do any thrmg 'it 
moment, a sensible debility is sure to be pre*' 
sent, to render me idle and helpless, cold and 
inactive. The mind is inclined^ but the heart 
hangs back ; the spirit is willing, but the flesh 
is weak. However, after ill, Satan never can 
diminish, destroy, nor remove one grace, on* 
truth, one promise, nor one promised bless^ 
ing, from the soul : he may, and he doe3» inter- 
rupt the exei;cises of grace, and by his mntie? 
distress us in the fruits of grace ; but the root 
he cannot destroy. For instance : whf*n wider 
temptation, we are deprived of the joy of Mti^ 
but not of faith itself; faith is the ro6t, add j0f 
is a- fruit; hence called jthe joy of faith. 60 tIsV 
#e Are often without comfort, which is ealM 
the comfort of love: hence love to us 1$ -ibot 



ilestTO'^d, .npi:xiuf faith in Christy tUougb tlii^ 
fruj^ oC it is. opt. eiyoyed, §9 w^ read of thq 
l^l^undipigs of hope, whidioaayjaQt be enjoyedi 
j^ug^Tl|i9|>^ stiii remains. Composure, traa« 
,4j^^lityt 9^Qd quietude, are ;^e fruits of peace; 
bi^t these m^y be,; ai^d oftep are,t int€i'i*u^te<i 
by .tribulation : ^^ In. t^e woxld you «ball bay^ 
t^ibjf^Utiopr, but in me you j^hall have peace." 
I^^^cci i$ not destroyed by tribulation, though 
we. may have much bitterness of soul iilsteadof 
iqjiujetude ; ^f For peace I had great bitterness,*^ 
p^;s He?c^;iab^ Observe the difference betweep 
tl^e ,rpot of the matter, and those fruits which 
spring fro n? t^e rpot. 
,^ j'jrendei; my best love to pharles and tlie little 

W. H, S. S. 
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Cricklewood, Nov. 26, ]80<J. 

Ppoji dVlaiy's mournful and melancholy epistle 
ftfna »afc ta baud, pregnant with great feai 
V^p.|ia fear is, aixd palming that ypon GodV 
wiA ^bich I believe to be .the devil's <mali€^ 
Md cunning; , for God bath sworn.. tba( h^ 
ha*h^no iplwsure^ in the dea^b of. the wicjced. 
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mtich less in the grief of the just ; for . iti atl 
ouf afflictions he is afflicted, and whoso toueh- 
eth us toucfaeth the apple of his eye, which is a 
tender part; and sure I am that nothing less 
than real truth, and the greatest sincerity, can 
appear in his word. God has paid Mary many 
visits, always communicating better tidings to 
her soul than these, sufficient to convince her 
that he is not the author of confusion, but of 
peace. 

I once went fifty-one miles, by invitation, to 
preach, and when I arrived the preacher would 
not suffer it. At another time I was invited to 
a place in Buckinghamshire, where the preacher 
locked the door, and went off with the keys. 
Another time I was requested to preach in tht 
county of Sussex, but prevented by the pafson, 
who also fled. And once, being invited to 
preach at a place in Northaftiptonshire, where 
BO meeting would receive me, I. preached out 
of the window of a cottage, the people standing 
without doors. If all these disappointments 
ar? to be considered as ma«rks of God'a dis- 
pleasure, the Acts of the Apostles contain 
little else. 

I did not meet with the kindest receptiotn 
when I first went to: Downham, yet I firmly 
believe that God sent me there, and that it was 
the<}evil that sent Mary back from C. laughing 
at her on her way home, and accusing her 
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for ker foily ^hen Mie|;ot tiietet ^f Led: no man 
sa^v^odD^l^t^^'lveUs^tetti^ed/ I ^am^eanpted of 
G0di?:)'ii»od^c Saviour «yv"' He thattb.of 
God i|iealseda God's word.'' ' Be Ijidsiis seek 
bkD^£aidey proidismg that' iv€i sh&il re&ev :our 
a<3rargt|i JT.we^ Tv«iat itpoa him: he blesses, the 
taan^whoi beateth him, waiting at his gates} and 
lim^dhiAg it the prists of his doors t acid pr^'- 
Ti^isbs^iiia phB«eftc^ where tvro of three meet ia 
his name, charging us not to forsake the way df 
aasefcbftng together, as the manner of some is. 
Surely tben therfe is n6t yea and nay in Goc^ 
nAi'^yet-'in his Word. But every cross and 
frititi >ete^y disappointment or soul e:!^^rciS6^ 
ard't}\e1¥uits and effects of God'is having set^ bis 
Ibve ^iipoti vis. " What h toan, that th6ti 
sllda)dtst^ magnify him, that thou sbouldest set 
thine bekit upon him, and that thou sbHildtM 
i^Ki«^iih every morning, and try him dtcfj 
JtttMneiit?^ Jobvii 17. ^^ - -^ 

V ' Phever had better opportunities in the'^ill- 
pitthSn during the last four sermons >frhich'I 
pte&cbed.— But Satan hindiered Mary, and Mafy 
gaVfe place to Satan. ^. ^ 

Kind love to Charlea and the little one*. 

G6d bliess tliee. ' ' 

n^^ J ; ' ; W;«. SJfi. 

^ .•>■»• N^» ••■. . •^- • « , *» '•J' ^ I 

VOL. HI. 2 E 



4iS 



DLXX. 

Tbc Cabby Dec. I, l&oi 
. pZAVi CHARLEIJ^* *. 

J- WAS in hopes of seeing rtiy fellow grazier 
as well as Mary, who I am sorry to find is come 
alone. Has ray beloved friend no appetite for 
spiritual provision— no longing nor craving for 
the bread of life — no favours, blessing3, nor 
mercies^ to be thankful for? .1 hope he has, for 
it is the presence of Christ that sweetens all; it 
brings heaven down to the earth, and lifts the 
soul up to heaven. God's good hand prosper- 
ing our works, and his love in Christ engaging 
our affections, .make wisdom's_ways .pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths^ peace. ~ . 

Whatever you do, my dearest frlt^Oid and 
brother, do not neglect callipg upon God ; but, 
however dead, cold or backward, persevere in 
it; for Christ tells us always to pray and not to 
faint; and in due time the Lord will hear, and 
answer too. He gives power, life, and love, 
which. the devil knoWs, and therefore labours 
with all his might to keep us from it, and to 
baffle and confound us when we are at it, that 
he may drive away every thought of God from 
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bur minds. He is a cunning, treacherous, and 
l^ubtle enemy, and hates Christ, because he 
came to destroy his work, and save us from his 
destructive power. Moreover; be watchful of 
the good hand of God, for he promises that 
his hand shatl be known towards his servants ; 
and when we see this we shduld acknowledge 
it. Blessings upon his name, and thanksgivings 
For his favouts, are pleasing to him : and, though 
we may not always be in a grateful frame for 
this, yet we should go and offer him the fruit 
of our lips, though we cannot prepare our own 
hearts. 

I have maiiy drawbacks, both from Satan 
and my own ungrateful heart ; yet I endeavour 
to press forward, though it is often against 
both wmd and tide ; for my own Conscience 
tells me that t am a great debtor both to provi- 
dence and grace ; and it is my souFs desire that 
poor Charles and the Coalheaver may never be 
tin grateful to God. 

Grace and peace with thee; so prays thy 
friend and brother in Christ, 

W. H. S, S. 
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Dec, 23, ISOft . 

fyearvfy beloTed in tbe Lord Jea«s> 

I AM sorry to hear of poor Mary's affliction^ 
which must add greatly to your own : tut you 
are not alone. I have had many heavy houra 
since I left Downham; the Redeemer, how- 
ever,- is still alive ; and because he lives we 
shall live also. Every affliction works for good; 
bringing home our scattered thoughts, it turns 
our attention inward, and damps and deadens 
«s to this world, giving us clearer views of 
the evils that are in it: of the state of the 
worldling, and his awful end. It saps the found- 
atfon of light and vain imaginations; nips 
many foolish and hurtful lusts which float in 
the mind ; makes the oul soft, humble, meek, 
and contrite, and maKCs us hate both self and 
this vain life. 

There is no fear of being carried away with, 
this world while the cross lies heavy. I saw se^ 
veral in my rounds who escape this path of tri- 
bulation, which at times has provoked me to 
envy them : but such are dead to all that is 
gdod, and swallowed up in vanity; and, though 
J have cnvried^ fretted, and rebelled at the sights 
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yet t would not change my state with cither of 
them for all the worlds Every cross, my dear 
jbrother, fixes a nail in the old man, who is in 
tjie soul as the ague is in the bloody very fond 
of beiQg cherished, nursed, and indulged; but 
God will not spare him, ^^ God ma^ men np*- 

right, but they have sopghtf o^t^ ni^PJ^ aq^v«3}- 
tions :" and tlie invention of becoming a god t^ 
know good and evil, by eating the forbiddcQi 
fruit, has brought this body of death upon ua. 
Hence it is said, that God forgives us; but be 
taketh vengeance of our inventimis, as he dli 
by the death of Christ, and by hts rod upon u^ 

If we would but watch and observe, w^ 
«hould find and feel that the rod is much wanted 
before it comes on. I am sensible t often stand 
in need of chastening 'and of purging; though 
we seldom cry for physic, yet the fool's back 
often c|ills for strokes. The first work of God 
^po^ us is to discover sin: the guilt of it he 
purges, but the principle is still left within, 
Grace counteracts its power; the cross morti- 
fies it; and the soul suffering in the furnace is 
dead to it, sick of it, and loathes itself on ac-^ 
count of its inward workings. Here the devil 
and^in are neglected, which the devil and the 
old man cannot bear. 

My love to Charles. God bless you both, 
^nd the poor childrpn, 

W,H. S.S. 
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in, Bec.^j I8p0. 

JSlsssbd be the Lord God i>f Israel, amen and 
ainen« I have now got through aU the labour 
and toil of Christmas, in which I have been 
helped mightily, and that with a strong hand. 
Yesterday was ordinance dky, which tries me 
not a little ; but my God is so good that I am 
drirried almost above myself till the work is 
done ; and then old age, with her many tongues, 
is heard complaining from every quarter ; and 
that her complaints are real, the unsteadiness 
of my hand speaks in every lide of this poor 
scrawl; But, when this earthly hoiuse, this frail 
tabernacle, shall be dissolved, we have ^n house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
This God ordained before the world for our 
glory: and all his works, of cFeatioq and of 
government, of redemption and of grace^ of 
providence land of Iwg forbearance, are to 
bring about and cpmplete this his great and 
graiid design^ and this my soul knoweth riglit 
well; and in this we are workers together with 
him: <*AU things are for the elect V sake/' 

We pray, that his work may be carried on ; 
Y^ watch, feed;j encourage, and cheer it, doin^ 
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atl we can to keep it alive and in motion, by 
reading, meditating, and guarding it against 
the inroads of sin and Satan. '^ Now he that 
hath wrought us for this self-same thing is 
God/' M^ho hath also sealed us, and given us 
the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. And this 
Work will at last terminate in theendless enjoy4 
ment of our incorruptible house; for ^^ these 
corruptible bodies shall put on incorruption, 
and these mortal bodies shall put on immor** 
tality, when we shall be fashioned like the glo- 
rious body of Christ," and bear the image of the 
heavenly Adam, awake in his likeness, and h^ 
for ever satisfied ARrith it. 

God hath " predestinated us to be conformed 
to the image of his Son." Upon this, my dear 
friends, the Coalheaver hath long set his heart; 
nor can the d^vil himself wrench it from my 
thoughts, though he is unceasingly labouring at 
it. I believe onepart of the devil's smitenoe and 
suffering to be eternal eilmity to die elect, eter* 
^al toil and restless labour^ in warring against 
them, yet ultimately doing them good against 
the malicious bent o»f his own will> by driving 
them to prayer, making them watchful, and 
thus procuring glory to God for all his prevail* 
jng love» 

God for ever blc^s my dearest fHends, 

w.a S.S. 
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January 15^ IS07. 

JVIt dear Maty knows not how glad I was 
to see poof Charles, who came Intq my vestry 
unexpectedly. My soul within me loves him, 
and longs after him in the bowels of Christ; 
and Ood knows that I lie not I clearly see 
that the Almighty blesses him in providence 
causing his goodness to pass before him* But 
my helpless soul lookft higher, my earnest desire 
and prayer being, that Ood nay iquickenhinf 
again ; revive, - refresh, renew, and comfort 
him with that peace, love, and joy, that vril\ 
ntvev end, which iAm world can never give,. 
and which it can nevet take from, the child of 
God. 

I would cheerfully do any thing in tliis world 
that I could for him, fi>r Mary, or for the poor 
little ones, unless the most deceitful of all 
hearts deceives me, who am tite worst in my 
own sight, and the most despicable in the sight 
of others, of all sintjefs; but I am sure, and 
fully persuaded, that the God of gods, and Lord 
of lords, loves me, supports me, feeds me, 
guides me, keeps me, is with me, and will save 
me with an everlasting salvation;; and that I 
fhail not be ashamed nor confounded \yorlcl 



«S4 

without end. Never since I have been in the 
world have I seen my most propitious Father 
more kind in providence and grace than of latQ. 
]^is goodness, tenderness, love, and kindness, 
are without a parallel, and exceed all descrip- 
tion. And these undeserved, unexpected, and 
ynimploredj fa^urs, make my will b^nd^ my 
heart soft, my conscience tender, and my af'- 
fections glow with love to the only father, only 
friend, and jonly benefactbr I ever had, or e\ner 
kne\irj and I think he is more teilder to tlie 
Doctor than ever ; and under these sweet views, 
delightful operations, and divine sensations, qa** 
ture — all Bature appears a blank, an empty voidi 
aud a deceitful and unsatisfying treasure. 

Old age, accompanied with rheumatism, 
astl^ma, and stiffness of limbs, comes on apace^ 
But oh ! — 3, good hope, a treasure beyond the 
grave, the pledges, earnests, foretastes, first 
ffuits, tokens for good, healing rays, and hea* 
venly beams, sweet glimpses, and living coals, 
that precede the day of death, are more pre-* 
cious than rubies ; and all that we can desire are 
not tp be compared with these ! 

God bless thee. Love to Mary and the poor 
little pnes. 

W. 11. s.s. 
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Cricklewood, Jan. 30^ ISO/,. 

Last night Mary's q>i8tle came to hand, and 
I was glad to heat from her, for my heart 
often visits DoMmham, though my carcass is ra 
Middlesex. Where there is much combustible 
matter, random sparks will fly, and even live 
coals from the attar may occasion iu though 
they are not the cause. All that comes from 
above is hallowed fire ; — the tinder, Che touch- 
wood, and the saltpetre, are ours. Old hem 
brood, and then kave, in order to receive the 
succession of young. Parents tutn adrift the 
mature, reserving the knee for the minor. Fa- 
thers in faith feed with the sincere milk of the 
word, till full age requires strong meat. 

I firmly believe that Mary's faith is genuine, 
that she is upon the foundation which God 
hath laid in Zion, and that neither sin nor death 
will ever prevail against her. But it is not so 

with poor ; and I know that prosperity is 

too heavy for flesh and blood to bear up under, 
unless it be counterbalanced by sanctified af* 
flictions, humbling crosses, or the all-conquer- 
ing grace of God. The non-elect angels could 
pot staiid Mone, Adam could not stand alon^ 
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JJcither could David, Solomon, hot Peter, wheq[ 
supporting grace was suspended, though restorr 
ing grace raised them up agam. 

I do long and labour for poor C. hoping in 
God that he will send revivals, renewals, and 
Refreshings from above, that be may not be car-^ 
ried away with this vain world;' Farming aU 
ways goes on best wheii we cleave to God,, 
whose blessing it is that mafceth rich, and he 
addeth no sorrow with it. ** A faithful man 
shall abound with blessings :" this is God's pw^- 
mise, and he will make it good. But, if we 
leave God and his promised blessings out of the 
question,, he can soon bring all our schemes, 
contrivances, cares, concerns, and industry, to 
nothing. I am fully persuaded^ Mary, that you 
have already the knowledge of salvation by the 
forgiveness of sins; therefore take all the 
evidences of pardon that God has revealed and 
niade known to me. — 

1. By the application of the law I found, as 
D^yid did, my sins were ever before me : but 
when pardon came I could say, as he did, " As 
far as the least is from the west,iso far liast thou 
removed our transgressions from us/V 

22. My sin was such an intokrable load^ that 
it was a sore burden, too heavy for me to bear : 
but, when pardon came, this burden was cast 
ppon the Lord, and he sustained xti6. 

3, Upon this I believed in the atonement of 



428 

Jesus, and ail my fears and faintings were 
banished : '^ I liad fainted unless I had believed 
to see the goodness of the jLord in the land of 
%h^ livipg." 

4. While my sins and fears, guilt and shame, 
hung heavy upon me, I was like the publican^ 
pot daring so mjuch as to lift up my eyes to 
God ; but when pardon came I couM say, with 
Pav^di " Thoii, O Lord, apt a shiejd forp^^^ my 
jglory> and the lifter up of my head. 

5. The ne:^t evidence that I obtained was 
peace; /* Thy sips are for^jven thee, go iji 
|)eace/' , 

6. My conscience bore witness for me, and 
not against me ; uor did it accusp me as heretor 
fore. " My rejoicing is this [says Paul], the 
witness or testimony of my pwp conscience." 

7. I knew that it. was sin which separate^ 
between Gpd and the sq}i1 : for when that was 
gone I found access to God, ^' We that were 
afar off by wicked lyork^ are made nigh. by the 
blood pf Christ/' 

8. My misery wa^ turned to jpy; J rejpiqed 
in his salvation, I S^m- ii* 1 * , 

9* Having much forgiven, I loved much, 
LukeviL 47. 

As yet I know of uo other evidences than 
these ; and I am fully persuaded that all, and 
each of them, have been ej^perienced, felt, and 
enjoyed by Mary, though they may at tjme^ 
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have been obscured, interrupted, Or apparently 
dispersed: but they cannot be finally lost; for 
this is God's covenant, to be merciful to our 
unrighteousness, and to remember our sins no 
more. And, when God has thus purged and 
purified these vessels, he has prepared them for 
his own use, that they should sound forth his 
praise, and not be begging all day long for the 
things which are already granted. Every day I 
beg pardon for my daily infirmities, imperfec*^ 
tions, and short comings; but not for the remo* 
val of them, which have been purged upwards 
of thirty-three years ago ; for I am sure that 
that work is done, and needeth not to be re* 
peated : " He that is washed needeth not " a 
second washing, or a washing all over, " but is 
clean every whit:'* he needeth no more wash*- 
ing, " save only to Wash his feet." 

One thing more, and I have done. Do not 
Jivc upon past experiences. To be looking back 
to what hath been done, and to fetch all life and 
comfort from thence, will at a long run bring 
leanness into the soul. You must in this sense 
forget what is behind, and reach after that 
which is before. Read Philippians iii. 10— .15. 

Tender mv most cordial affection and sin- 
cere love to Charles and* the little ones, and my 
poor prayers shall follow after. 
• ^ W. II. S.S. 
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I DO not forget my friends in the island in my 
poor petitions ; and mnst cotiPe^s that trading 
at the throne of grace isr^my souls delight, 
my daily employ, ray safest retreat, and the 
most profitable branch of all the heavenly and 
holy calling. There are six different infiuences 
nnder which I find I am most bold, and under 
which I can make most free and familiar. 

1. The testimony- of a pure ami peaceable 
conscience, which is called drawing nigh with 
a true heart/ ■ 

S. Humility of soul: ** God resistetk the 
proud, but giveth grace lo the*^ humble," 

3. Meekness irf spirit j ^^Come unto me, iall 
ye that labour imd are heavy laden ; take my 
yoke, and learn of me, for I aim meek and 
lowly,^ ^nd ye shall find rest untb your souls." 

4. When- fafth is in exercise J *' be that 
cometh to Cfod must believe'^ in hls'^xistence, 
and of his being a rcMTardier of those that earn-' 
estly seek Wm; ^- 1 -^ 

5; When under sdf abasement i ^' You shall 
loathe yourselves hi your own sight' when I am 
pacified towards you/' 

6- Whep the love and goodness of God 
draw us, and when gratitude of heart springs. 
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Arid flows out in answer to these divine dfii^-^ 
ings. 

The throne of grace, in which the Redeemer 
dwells, the best of all fathers shining in his face, 
and the most holy and ever adorable Spirit 
jnoving, attracting, and alluring the soul to 
approach him, is my heaven, and all the hea** 
veq that I ever kniew, felt, or enjoyed in this 
world. This, Mary, is my eternal all I wa* 
led to this in my first wounding,, and so .1 have 
continued ever since my healing; and the devil 
has opposed it with all his might, and with 
every artifice be is master of: but never has he 
finally prevailed; and my soul hopes in God 
.that he never will ; for, when thi^ is cut oflT, 
then all is gone. There has no temptation taken 
thee but what is common to fallen n^an: and 
we have the promise of.syn^p^thy an^ of suc- 
cour under them, and also .of ^ way being 
made for our escape. . , 

It ii no sin to be tempted of the d^vil : our 
dear Lord was tempted as ^^U ag; we; There 
are many corrupt stri^^gs. iu depraved nature, 
each of which Satan will tune. and touch in 
turn, when he is permitted to plague the saints. 
But delight in the Almighty, and a, deep sense 
of our own corrupt nature, will, and do, coun- 
teract his efforts; so that he never shall pre- 
vail against those who are kept by the power of 
God through faifli. 
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Satan sits in sackcloth while we feast on the 
Lord*s atonement, his grace, his Spirit, his 
promises, his love, the light of his couDtenance, 
or the kind appearances of his providence. 
And, in order to starve us, or divert our minds 
from these sweet repasts, he dishes up his de- 
ceitful morsels, on which he himself feeds: 
** Dost shall be the serpent's food. The works 
4of the flesh (and flesh is but dust and ashes) 
are his food ; and, if he can but get the mind 
to feast upon these vanities, it brings on bar- 
renness, deadness, carnality, shyness, distance^ 
and sensible resentment; for "the thoughts of 
foolishness is sin/' 

I am now in another strait: the houst 
wherein I live is to be sold, my landlord being 
bankrupt. This is the third house I have had 
since I . came to London ; and every one has 
been sold over my head. But my house which 
is above they cannot sell. 

Tender my kind love to poor Charles and the 
little ones. 1 do not, I cannot, I dare not forget 
the islanders. « 

Ever yours, 

W. H. S. S. 
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June 30, IBOfi 
t)EAR FRIEND^ 

\Y HETHER I have bcea assailed by poor Jen- 
kins's sleepy devil, that I might bear part of 
his burden, or for what other purpose I know 
not : but Satan has been for a Ipng time beset- 
ting me with this old trap, with which he so 
Enslaved and foiled me thirty^three years ago. 
Through mercy, however, I find he cannot keep 
his grouiid; •for by prayer to God I resist him, 
and hope to give no place to him, having ol 
late ipet with some Indulgence at the mercy 
seat Satan is aware ths^t I get old and heavy; 
and, ease and ^leep being suitable and season- 
able to old age, he is plying me hard with this 
engine of mischiefs But " he that keep^eth 
Israel neither /slumbers nor sleeps:'* and, as he 
watches over us, we must pray, and watch unto 
prayer. 

The matter you mention is wonderful. But 
the worst of our enemies know who is right : 
we have the testimony of their own conscience; 
and, when conscience speaks instead of envy, 
they covet the oil of the wise virgins. Two 
nobles, who died lately, scorners at all reli- 
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gion^ both called for the sacrament on their 
death-bed. Such conduct certainly justifies 
ours ; for, if they at their last hours take shel- 
ter in an outward sign, we must act a wiser part 
who hope in the Lord himself, and iu his spi- 
ritual grace; Moreover, Mary sees that all such 
are in the chaiiis of Providence, if not in the 
bonds of peace, and that God overrules tbem, 
though they submit not to his rule, or own and 
acknowledge his power. Godliness is profita!)lc 
to all things: this we plainly see^ and it has the 
promise of this life and of that which is to 
cofne. Nor can they ultimately be losers who 
fcHow the Son of God, for he is the heir of all 
things in heaven and earth, and does as he 
pleases with both. 

You desire me to come to Downham. I have 
ako htdn solicited to go to Helmsley in York- 
shire, Newark, Grantham, Leic^ter, amd Cran- 
brook: bift I have Httle ancHnati(Mi for travel- 
ling, having so many to feed at home, and so 
much trouble to get a supply in my absence. 
besides, I get old ; the 'outward man waxes 
feeble, and I am soon tired : but, blessed be 
God, the inner man dies not; £aith, hope, and 
love, are still with me; and, though these rise 
and fall, go forth and return, flourish or eeem 
to decay, wax strong or "grow feeble, burn or 
grow cold, act vr seem dormant, yet they arc 
liere, and will never take a final flight till 
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death. The end of faith is the salvation of the 
soul; hope is an anchor in the dark valley; and 
charity must accompany the soul through it, for 
charity never fails* 

' Tender my kind lore to Charles, and to the 
Kttle ones. Peace and prosperity he with you, 
and all that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin-* 
cerity ; so prays 

W.H. S;S. 
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• » 

August, I8O7. 

MARY, 

1 AM returned from a long, laborious, and wea- 
risome journey ; and I fear it is the last time 
that I shall ever see Jenkins again in the flesh. 
His limb$ are so weak that he canqot lift his 
feet from the. ground; and he is so sunk and 
overcome with sleep, that he does not care to 
be called out of it How many ways has Satan 
got to carry on his wars with the children of 
men ! And, when once he gains ground unmo- 
ksted and unresisted, and we give place to the 
devil, he is sure to carry all before him, as is 
the case with paor Jenkins. This has been, and 
still i*?, a deep, and I hope will be a lasting les- 

2 F 2 
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sou io me, to pray earnesriy to God at the be« 
ginning of Satan's devices, before they become 
a set*>fast ; for sure I am, when this is the case, 

• 

that seven spirits, more wicked than the first, 
come to finish the work ; and this wicked kind, 
as our Lord says, " goeth not out but by prayer 
and fasting.'* I bless mv most gracious God, 
and most propitious Father, that, though I am 
old, my zeal, earnestness, and fervour, do not 
abate, and I hope and trust they never will. If 
I look back, the pains of hell, the wormwood 
and the gajl, are not forgotten, for *' my soul 
hath them still in remembrance : and, if I press 
forward, it is not at an uncertainty. I have had 
many foretastes and first-fruits of what is be- 
fore, and these excite and encourage my soul 
to look to the end ; and, above all, to level my 
prayers and my indignation at that sleepy de- 
vil, the most pleasing tQ old age and infirmitiesi 
as an unclean one is to youth and gaiety. 

Give me the Spirit, the grace, the presence, 
and the approbation of my dear and ever blessed 
God, and I am at home, at rest, full, rich, at 
peace, and in possession of all that is worth 
having. And when this fs not the case all the 
world \vould be no portipn, nor the king's 
palace any better to nie than sleeping on the top 
of a mast. Bless him for ever, I have been not 
B, little indulged of late. The soul, once touched 
and influeuced by the .divine magnet of the 
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most holy Spirit, can never after rest but in its 
centre, nor stand but al its own. point of cer- 
tainty : for it will shake, quiver^ stagger, wa- 
ver, and faulter, till it be sealed with the full 
assurance of faith, which worketh by h)ve. The 
former conquers death, fears, and unbelief j and 
the latter casts out all torment. 

Tender my kind love to Charles and to the 
little ones, and let me know how you all do, 
and how much you have gained by trading. 
Ever fight, but never flinch* . 

Thb Doctor. 
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September^, ISO/. 

My-beloved Friends in the X^xA Jesus, 

1 OUR kind and affectionate epistles came safts^ 
to hand, replete with good tidings. I bless 
God that I do not labour altogether in vain. 
The account of Nancy and the two poor womeit 
broke my heart, and drove me to my knees 
with many thanks to the God of all grace, for 
being so kind as to give testimony to the word 
of* his grace; and to beg of Him to carry on 
what he has begun in thefm. We are taught of 



438 

God to lore one another. This is one of the first 
diving lessons; it is our hornbook; and love, 
Mirhen it is felt, is soon unders ood, being plaia 
and easy to Biake out. We are to be hated of 
all men for bis name's sake ; this we expect, and 
this we soon see verified. And the first thing 
we look for is to see if any cleave to us, which 
is our first token for good; and ia the elect's 
first letter in the divine alphabet. 

When enty reigns we preach and toil in 
YaiiK But as soon as love appears Christ and 
truth both enter; " charity believeth all things :** 
it swallows all down wholesale and retail; where* 
fore all imaginable care should be taken not to 
hold forth any thing but naked and simple 
truths, so as not to act as your old tutoress did, 
who died an Arian, undeceived, but hot re- 
claimed. I am fully persuaded that I stand 
fair and clear in this respect; and I am sure of 
this, that the islanders do npt love the Coal* 
heaver more than the Coalheaver loves them. 
We are bound in the Ip^undle of life,, united in 
heart to God himself, and shall i^f^ver be af pa- 
Tc^ted, either in this world or in. the world to 
^offikf. Enmity, to God an<i his s^nts is tiiie in- 
fallible brand of the serpq^t's seeil> aii>4 love is 
the eternal b^dge pf V^4iut^ 

- God blessi you. ^ 
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September 4> 180$^. 

HY 0E4R FRIENDS) 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

X REACHED home on Monday at two o'clock, 
and my return was welcorr)c to more than my 
own family. Mr* 's stock wa» nearly ex- 
hausted, and he longed for my return as much 
' as his. hearers. My London labour wearies most 
of them, and who will be my successor I know 
not. However, I labour the more cheerfully 
because I know the time cannot be long; aiul it 
is the earnest desire of rny soul to finish my 
course with joy, seeing there is no happiness m^ 
life, nor peace in death, without his presence. 
But we may freely seek, watch, wait, pray,, 
and cleave as much as we will ; bis absence is 
sure to be experienced more than his presence ;, 
and these are my worst hours, fast day% and 
Satan's best opportunities ; when be, dishes up^ 
andisets off, all the pleasures, amusements^ in- 
dulgences, and gratifications of this world, as 
his most dainty meats; for, being cursed of 
God, and left injpossession of all his crimes and 
irreconcilable enmity against God, he can feed 
Upon nothing but what is foul and revengeful. 
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Andy when he can gain access to us, and in* 
flaence us with his rage and desperation, bp 
eases himself by tormenting us ; for his mind is 
continually conceiving and bringing forth. But 
he never shall entirely deface God's imagie, era? 
dicate God's impressions, nor root up one im* 
planted grace ; '* What God doth it is dotae for 
ever; nothing can be added to it, nor taken 
from it ; and God 4<>th )t that inen should fear 
before him.** 

Yesterday I was like the members of 3— '^ 
church (truly so called), who are all still- bom; 
not of God's chosen, for they cry day and night 
to their heavenly Father. But yesterday was a 
cold, dead, dry and barren day to mp. \ bad no 
access all the day long, and in much peevish* 
ness delisted : but I was like t)ie coney, stopt 
out of its hole, Prov. xxx. 26. But tfiis morn- 
ing I awoke in better plight, in much m^eknes^ 
and contrition, and bad sweet freedom ^nd acr 
cess ; and blessed my dear Fathpr fpr all his fa- 
vours to you in the isle, and tp ppof, sinful me, 
for that he has not left me, nor suffered me to 
run in vain presumption, like thousands in ou|^ 
^ays. My soul blesses God for teaphing, fur^ 
nishing, and sending me ^imself; and ^^ thishq? 
^our have atl his saint^/' 
God ble^s thee, 

W, H. S. S, 
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October 5, I80;. 

1 HAVE been hmdere4 of late by visitors, from 
sooner aasweriDg my dear friend's letter. I 
really thought, when last at Downfaam, that the 
poor afflicted child could not continue long in 
that state : and I think it is impossible that par 
rents could shew more pity, or pay more atten- 
tion, to the afflicted thaq you and Charles have 
4one { 90 that there can be no just cause for bit- 
ter reflections ; but what the devil may attempt 
to make of it I cannot tell, for he often makes 
the righteous sad, whom God would not have 
made sad. He must, however, fi|l up his mea* 
sure, and a large measure he has to fill, because 
the heaviest of all^udgtpents is to fall upon his 
head. 

God expects no perfection from depraved 
and ruined nature, for he knows there is qo 
good thing in the human heart. We can bear, 
we can obey, we can perform, no more than he 
i^ pleased to work in us, both with respect to 
willing and doing. Faith, liope, and love, are of 
bim> and so are meekness, humility, and pa* 
tience. We can do no more than he enables us ; 
and it is iieedful that we should feel the contrary 
pprruptionis, that the fruity of the Spirit may be 
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distinguished, and God*s own grace acknow- 
ledged, to the glory and praise of the same : for 
I know of nothing that shews the superabund- 
ance of grace like the aboundings of our inbred 
corruptions. 

Forget you, and poor Charks, and your fa- 
mily, I cannot ; so far from it, that I have found 
tny bowels so much refreshed by seeing the work 
of God spread in the island this last time» that I 
have determined in my own n)iixd to visit you 
twice next summer, if God permit and you ap* 
prove. And I know that those who receive me 
receive him that Hnt me ; that God's Uessing^ 
will rest both on me and on them.; and that 
they shall see it, know it, and feel it Gods 
ways are pas.t finding out. Gut, whether the 
elect are old or young, tlhis I am- sure of, that 
through much tribulation they must and shall 
enter the kingdom ; for we are eho$eQ in the 
furnace of affliction, and in the furnace is G'Od's^ 
choice of us made known ; for in the fiie they 
look to him and call on him ; and he answei*s 
the caU, aud acknowledges the objects choseii. 

I am but poorly^ from preaching five times 
last w^ek, and yesterday being ordinance day, 
which altogether has laid me by the heeU. 

Kind love to Chailes. and the little ones. 

Ever yours, 

W. H. S. S. 
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The Cabin, Dec. 3, I8O7. 
DEABLT BEEOVED, 

Last night the basket and the letter arrived 
at Charlotte-street. I am glad to hear that you 
are still plagued with the flesh and the devil, as 
well as myself. There is but little danger of 
loving the devil's works all the time we are 
vexed with him ; nor will they tru^t in their 
own heart who are made sick of the plague of 
it. In a former epistle you wished to be in- 
formed of the different frames they are under 
who find the sweetest access to God. 

» 

First, in sore trouble I have found the great- 
est energy and power, though not comfortable. 
God ** is a very present help in trouble :*' and 
at such times the Spirit wonderfully helps our 
infirmities, making intercession for us. 

3. Under the influence of a spirit of meek- 
ness there is great indulgence : ^^ Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest : take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
heairt, and you shall find rest to your souls.** 
Meek souls therefore learn of him; such he 
calls to hin>) >nd such find' rest in him. 
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3. In tender and filihl fear is much frfedom 
with him : '^ In the fear of the Lord is strong 
confidence, and his children shall have a place 
of refuge,** Prov. xiv, 26. 

4. The soul that is sore, and sbon touched 
with grief, standing in awe of every scripture 
that militates against him; '^ I will dwell with 
the humble and contrite heart, and with them 
th^t tremble at my word." 

5. Self-loathing admits us to great nearoess ; 
^' Ton sh^U lothe yourselves in your owq sight 
for your iniquities, M'hen I am pacified toward 
you,'' s^ith the I/>rd God ; and to be pacified 
and reconciled to us gives us sweet access. 

6. True humility, which views every soul 
better than ourselves ; ^^ The heart knoweth its 
own bitterness," but not the bitterness of others. 
*' God resist^tb the proud, but givetb grace to 
the humble-"' 

7. A keen appetite is attended with much 
boldness, kind reception, and entertainment; 
^' He filleth the hungry with good things, but the 
rich be sendeth empty aw^y," though the rich 
pray as well as the poor, as ipay be sben in the 
piodigal, ^' J perish with hunger ;" yet you see 
bow he was fed. But the elder son, who was 
rich in good works, could not obtain a kid when 
the other got the fatted calf, the robe, the ring, 
the shoes, yea, even eternal life itself. 

3. Taking pleasure and delighting in the 
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Almighty gives great nearness ; ** thou meeftest 
him that rejoiceth av\d workcth righteousness ; 
those that remember thee in thy way/' 

9. Faith in lively exercise comes with much 
boldness to God; " let us draw near with a 
true heart, in the full assurance of faith.'* 

10. Under the influence of love is the sweet- 
est access; "sThen will I go unto the altar of 
God, unto Godmy exceeding joy/' Fsa.xliii.4. 

My kind love to Charles and the poor little 
ones^ the. rabbit merchant, and all friends, God 
bless you all; so prays 

- Th« Doctqk. 
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' December, I8O7. 
DEAR FRIENDS, 

^^HKN I was at Grantham I wrote a few lines 
to you, wishing to know how the poor child was, 
and how you were this cold, disagreeable wea- 
ther. I am at present confined with a bad cold 
and sore throat, and much difficulty of breath- 
ing. But none of these things move me, nor 
fret me, for all our evil things are allotted to us 
in this world: the good, » the better, and the 
best of all, are before us — hid with Christ in 
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God. And, when he shall appear the second 
time, without sin, to be admired in the saints, 
he will bring all those things with him which 
God hath laid up for them that trust in him be- 
fore the sons of men. There is a double cross 
for old age ; not only a body of sins, but bodily 
infirmities : but neither.»of these have any influ- 
ence upon the incorruptible seed of God's grace, 
or the fruits of God's Spirit, which shall live, 
thrive, grow and flourish, even in old age, and 
terminate in an incorruptible harvest. When 
this corruptible body shall put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall put on immortality, then 
shall sin and death be swallowed up in victory, 
and they who have sowed to the Spirit shall of 
the Spirit reap life everlasting. This will be the 
great and grand assize of the world, and the 
saints' last harvest-home, when the Master who 
hath sowed the word, and all they who have 
reaped the. benefit of it in faith and love, shall 
both rejoice together, and that to all eternity. 
This is the end, and these are the things that 
ate not seen, and are etersal, called an eternal 
weight of glory. 

When 1 was at Grantham I had a angular 
dream* I dreamt that a very large company ci 
people were collected together, i^io were all 
behind me, ^ad X atood at the bead of them. 
Against u% and in opposttion to us, stood ano- 
ther very large company, and several men at the 
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head of them. All on a sudden I sa^ a large 
rock appear, with a very singular top to it. I 
cried out * that is truth/ and explained itTall on 
our behalf; and none could gainsay one word of 
what I advanced. Suddenly another rock sprang 
up : * There/ said I, * that is more of our side 
than the other,* and I began to explain it with 
much boldness, zeal, a.nd fortitude, while they 
that stood against us were struck dumb to a 
man, and we came off with the garland. Upon 
this I aw<>ke with these words sounding in my 
heart, out of the prophet Isaiah, - *' Thou hast 
been honourable, and I have loved thee/' 

In my last round God was pleased to bring 
Out one young man, whom I have long known, 
ftnd who has been long in legallabour/ doubts, 
and fears, shut up in unbelief. He is a young 
man of family; and sound abillttes; and the ac-* 
count lie has sent me is descriptive of a real, 
geniftioe Work : a»nd it is: much on my cnind that 
be will soon b^ a labourer lin the vineyard at 
Leicester ; tlK)ugh in this perhaps I may be 
thought to prophesy as I could wish it to be. 

Give Hiy Christmas love to the children. 
Peace and truth be with you. 

W. H. S.S. 
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1 jiH at present tolerably well ; and, as Christ^ 
mas is past, I abound in hope of longer days 
and more sun; My poor friend Mrs. B. has 
fluttered her wings to purpose : the chains, the 
grave clothes, the old veil, the napkin tbiat 
was about her liead, the bolt of unbelief, the 
long scroll of debt, bitter reflections and dismal 
conclusions, are all dissolved, and these moun^ 
tains have flowed down at the presence of the 
Lord. The rough places are made smpoth, the 
crooked straightened, the valleys are exalted, 
and the hills made low ; and she now sees for 
herself the salvation of God( She has long la- 
boured, and has not miscarried; but is deli* 
vered, and root and branch are safe, and will be 
saved I have no doubt. So that I think I may 
now conclude that four iu that family will be 
my joyi ,and the crown of my rejoioing, in the 
great day. 

A chapel is building for me at Sleaford, while 
those at Leicester and at Grantham are under- 
going an enlargement We have left Monkwell 
Street Meeting for the City Chapel, which is 
much larger, and where we are well attended. 
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fiiit t'^nd, that as my work increases^ my 
fttrength decreases — the outward man decays, 
and night is coming on with me, wherein no 
man can work. However, to spend and he 
spent is all that can be expected. And^ blessed 
be.God fpr evermore, the incorruptible seed, 
the fruits of the Spirit, are in us, and of the 
Spirit we shall reap life everlasting; for tl^ese 
fruits must end in a harvest of glory, and this 
incorruptible seed shall at last be found in the 
body ; ^^ when these corruptible bodies shall put 
on incorruption, and these mortal bodies put on 
immortality." This we have already in hope^ 
and expectation ; . and the crop is as sure as tlie 
seed, and the harvest as certain as the seed 
time* 

My kind love to Charles, yourself, and the 
little ones^ 

W. H. S. S. 
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February 15, 1803. 

I AM coming to ask my dear friend how he 
goes on. I have sat at the window, looking out 
with pleasure at the mild, pleasant, and com- 
fortable weather, and to see the long winter 
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Vearitig away; but ^noWcdld and snow^e Ctmt: 
fig^}h. HbHurerer, Messed tie God, wc hnvc 
ieiti6l!her cbuntry, an heavenly otie, and itx that 
<*oufatry^ better and itior^ Enduring Substance, 
Ibr Odd is rile portion of his people, atndtSielot 
oftiuir^iihcTitance. **^alk before nie, Abn^am, 
and'Be^thou pierfecl; I km thy shield, and thy 
^cxcfeeding great ref^vard." Which fewa[rd is to be 
kndwn in this life,'for Paul says **^ He is notfar 
•froin eVi^ry otife 'of us, if haply Ve might feel 
after him," and 'find him. If he smfite, reprove, 
ftbiike, or contend with us, rt is to ^be 'felt hi 
oUr own coMcience : If 'lie shine, approve, or 
^lift'up the light of'hisc6mrtenance»upon'us, the 
mind is enlightened 'and 'made sefasiWe of it; 
and, if he bless the work of our hands, causing 
"his goodnesstopass before 'lis,' feith sees it, ^love 
follows faith, and thanksgivings and gratitude 
follow love : '^ My hand shall be known to- 
M'ards my servants, and my indignation toward 
mine enemies,*' says'God. Again: *• All that 
see me shall acknowledge them, that they arc 
th« seed which the Lord hath blessed." 

More dismal weather than we now have I 
never saw, and can but bless my God for a good 
hope; for ** the promise of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come ;'* a cof^forHable 
home, and every recessary, Avhile even rty poor 
animals are safe within doors. *' Bless the Lorrf, 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits : Mess 
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the Jjotdf O my .squI, and all that is within mf 
bless his holy name/* 

Tender my love to the troubler of Israel, and 
jto the little ones. We are all as well as old ag« 
can expect, aijid more blessed than we deserve, 
fijut Gad is gr^ci4>usy ^nd all grape js our& 

W.H. S.S. 
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_ ♦ 

I AM, my dear friend, very low and ill with ^ 
bad cough and cold ; so hoarse as to be lai^ 
aside as useless, and am of opinion that I shall 
*never see another campaign. However, I am 
fully persuaded that no poor soldier of Christ 
Jesus ever receives his discharge witbput a 
pension, having the promise of a penny a day 
in his service during this life, and life everlast- 
ing in the next. But there are many ups and 
downs before we arrive at that desired haven-:- 
through muph tribulation, dai^kness and light, 
insupportable mountains, and the valley of the 
shadow of death, fire and water, evil report and 
good report ; by which things men live, and in 
all these things is the life of our spirits. They 
give us feeling and promote appetite ; and make 
us sick of a body of sin, of self, and of all 

S g2 
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About us, creating a disrelish for the world, and 
all its vanities. 

I am at this time in a kind of disag^eable 
case: no trouble to driv*e, ne pleasures todravr, 
not hitving his presence, nor am I sensible of 
his absence. I labour under no frowns, nor am 
1 cheered with one heavenly smile. I am not 
hardened, nor softened with meekness. I long 
to find access, but am reluctant in every ap- 
proach to God : quite dissatisfied with my 
frame, yet without fervour to wrestle out of it* 
I believe I am in possession of e%'ery needful 
grace, though I have not one in exercise. I 
seem at home in myself, for there is no going 
forth in faith, nor are there any comings in from 
Christ. And yet at this time I am really ill with 
a slow fever, my breath being exceedingly short, 
with a bad cough, and very low and feeble. 
Poor H.J who used to preach iox me, is dead ; 
and I have had two letters from Miss B. inform- ^ 
ing me that her father is going oiF the stage 
apace^ so that I do not expect ever to see him 
again, though he is very happy, and wishes to 
see me; but I am too ill to undertake the 
journey. 

Farewell. God bless you both. 

W.H. S. S. 
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March 10, 1808. 

!My friends may well conclude that the Doctor 
is no more, or that he has no more concern for 
them. But it is not so. Last Sunday week I. 
went to preach at Cranbrook in Kent^ and since 
my return have had a little respite : the bird is 
let out of the cage, the snare is broken, the 
shackles are knocked ofF^ the yoke and the 
bonds are burst, the trammels are fallen from 
my legs j and I am quite alert, free, and happy. 
The good Lord gives me great success in the 
work, even in London, where Satan's seat is, 
for I d6 not labour in vain, having had proofs of 
it even in this week, unworthy as I am of such 
condescending goodness, displayed in favour of 
one«so mucl^ despised : biit so it is. 

The mysteries of the kingdom, the beauties 
of the King, the revenues of the empire, the 
benefits of the throne,' the glories of the crown, 
and the eternity of the reign, are hid from the 
pure, the prudent, and the wise, while they are 
revealed, to the base, the imprudent, and the 
fool. ^ The good Spirit bows the will, persuades 
the n^ind, and checks the conscience, exciting 
to prayer, to trust in God, and to acknowledge 



454 

all his favours to the honour of his holy name* 
And he, who observes and obeys these motions 
and operations of the Spirit, sows his obedient 
acts to the Spirit's dictates ; and *^ he that sow- 
eth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting." And evelasting life is in God's 
covenant, in his promise, in Christ Jesus, in the 
Spirit; in faith, in hope, in love, and in an im* 
puted righteousness. 

Tender my kind love to Charles, and to the 
little ones. I am tolerably well, but this eonti* 
nual east wind affects my breath. 

The Goalheatbb, 
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Bft^ch 2^ 1808. 
Mt fe£AA FRIENB, 

1 VBhT myself not a litde conoeraed for thee 
when I left DoWnham; but had not time' to 
write till Mn Jenkins left me thik morning. 
H0W6ver> I Relieve that iotbe sparks of tkat 
fire ha$ kindled in thee, which forbierly was the 
hottest ifigrcfdient in my fureack ; namely^ when 
others were tomforted ^nd I was tormenteid i 
wh^ they were suckled aid I Hvas ireaned; 
they on the knee md I turned adrift. But I 
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!|ay^ flow karnt hettei:. U^ lovea all tliat 
iov? hin), ap4 th?y tlpa;^ s*^k him early s^U 
%(ji l)im* I havQ rQ^<ginb^re<l tliee, eariii^Si^^ ii) 

in35 poo? ,P^?tyeri} ^ve? si wq I^ left th^ ^i^YAi 
6Qfli>^ hqf$9 th^t <So4 1\»$ Ijie^Tdf njiq i Vw^ ^o* 
m. thft feejli jiK^ge of IHjs, How^vcr^ it haf ^fr 
forded me some satisfaction that mifi (|e^ly \fi^ 
IpY^d Chsirlep ^ctfne% in fpy. ^ U«le qf thi§ purg- 
ing fire, as well as the Coajh^v^r; fojp it; i^ 
sure to aj^^r v^l^^ney^r, Qo^d gqc^ forth : read 
I$(ii$h x}\\. 19. This fire is intended to move 
us : pray we must, and God will hear us. Where 
this jealousy comes, Ipve 13 sure to follow ; for 
jealousy is love in the smoke, as joy is love in 
the flame : and he will not quench the smoking 
flax, but shine upon it, blow it up, and his pre- 
seiice will dr^w it forth into joy. 

I was always sure to receive a smile,, a 
gliwp^e, a cqa}, or ^ ?par^, aft^r the h^^t of 
%h9 smoking fur^G^ vf^^ ^ated; and tjiea | 
sa»r t^e ^me smok? and sx^otber ^rorking in 
j^thprs, when they began tQ epyy ip?, Wi4 ,t9 
i^oy^t my cfonifo;ts, s^f I h^d dpiie before. 

Ywf know flot bpw this ^ffair has raised my 
Jv>pjB th(it you wiU ^oon 8iW better thingj ; i;t 
l)^ brought; you oftpn uppi^ my giind to entreat 
th* jLprd fpr yo^i ; jinj:} J am sure that ere long 
^e will, shew th^e SQme to]cen for good, fo^ hp 
4pp* nftt ^iGt hip childreij willingly, pprgricyj& 

*hep wthQH* ft.c^vjp. Up 4pes }t tp rtir i^ptp, 
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up, to make them sensible of their need, aod 
earnest for the mercy he has in store for them; 
to make their hearts tender; and to keep them 
watchftil^ and feariiil of offending him. Aad 
these troubles help as to understand the scrip- 
tures, for what we feel we can in some measure 
comprehend. 

God Almighty bless thee. My love to Mary 
and the little ones. 

Ever yours in Christ Jesus, 

W. H. S. §. 



DLXXIX. 



June 17> 18Q8. 



Last Saturday night, going to bed at the cha-? 
pel, I had a most severe fit of the ague. On 
Sunday the wjieels dragged heavily, and in the 
evening I returned home. On Monday wrote 
letters all day ; and last night went to the city 
chapel, where I bad a violent pc^rspiration, 
which 1 hope has removed the cold chill. Next 
Sunday being our ordinance day, on the Sunday 
following I intend (God willing) to open the 
chapel at Leicester, and on the £6th to open 
that at Grantham. This,, my dear friend, is the 
(^ay appointed. I'have felt much for poof 
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Charles; God has put him into my h^art, and 
this morning I had uncommon liberty in prayer 
for him ; and, according to the confidence which 
sprung up within, I believe that God will send< 
him an answer either to Downham or Gran- 
tham. My last letter to him you have answered, 
and I thank you for it, though by the contents 
J perceive you are down again, which has given 
Charles a lift. The lime-burner generally puts 
his foot in- the stirrup, and mounts when his 
supposed rival is crest-fallen. This is weighing 
ns in an eyep barlance. 

Mary, God teUs us to be joyful in prosper- 
ity, and to consider in the day of adversity, All 
that God does for us faith credits, the heart 
believes, - and the mouth confesses ; all which is 
ratified in heaven, and shall for ever stand, God 
being the author of it, and of the peace that at- 
tends it, for the work of fkith is the power of 
God.' When Satan comes to us^ it is to find 
his own crop of corruptions, which exist in the 
enmity of the mind and the lust of the flesh. 
From enmity springs unbelief, calling God's 
goodness and his work in question, in order to 
make the Lord appear false, hard, severe, or 
cruel. This is rebellion ; ^nd when it is stirred 
up, Satan' moves the flesh with unclean things 
^nd thoughts. This is confusion:, but God 
never was, nor ever will be, the author of con- 
fosioi?. At every visit, revival, or release, hp 
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lias disproved and dispevsed thb stuff. Stand 
your ground, Mary ; you are Mpou that founder 
tion that God has laid iu ZHuu May b^ Ue^ 
you botb^ and tbe children ; so prayy 

The much despised Doctqe. 
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Aagast'59 1808. 

This is fine weather, Charle3, for you farmers^ 
but It has been bad for us graziers. Before these 
line rains my grass was burnt up, but npw it 
springs again. On the day we left you we 
reached CricJclewood, and fpund all w^lK I 
have, through rich mercy, be^p of l^te much 
indulged in the work; and the people have been 
refre^lied with no commoQ degree of power. 
Many of my views have been deep, and the 
ground I have gou.e over has bepn in a measure 
jiew. So that I think we get on, and our path 
chines more and more ; pf courpie our darkxies^ 
gives way, our unbelief wftKes pipre feeble, our 
doubt3 aud fear3 diminish, and the devil's dart» 
get lighter ; at least we ;hope ^o. 

I lor^g to see my old frieud^ 9.gain, in hope^ 
^hat some more of the H^br^ws wMl <}Oi^t foTtk 



out of their holes, whither the Philistines have 
driven them. I think we shall increase more 
and more : ^' the small one shall become a mul« 
titude, and the little one a istfong nation. I the 
Lord will hasten it " in due time. We have long 
been ait the worst part of the labour, which God 
has owned and blessed to the begetting of some ; 
thc/ making of others sick, who have conceived ; 
while some are quickened, some in lingering la- 
bour, and others in bearing pangs and birth 
thrpes. But when the best midwife comes— 
perfect love — it casts out all fear, and then the 
soul goes forth to meet her divine and adopting 
father, dressed in the best robe, adorned with 
a meek and quiet spirit, " which is in the sight 
of God of great price ;" decorated with godly 
sorrow; furnished with peace, faith, hope, 
submission, and humiliation. Then the new 
wine is tapped, the caudle goes about, and there 
is joy in heaven and earth when God accepts 
the sinner in his dear Son. God bless you. 

W. H. S. S. 
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August 13^ 1808. 

I 09 intendi God willing/ to be at Littleport 
next Saturday, to preach there on the 21 st» if the 
good Lord permit Am glad to hear that the 
Hebrews are still creeping out of their holes. It 
is well for us that there is a man raised up who 
seeks the welfare of the children of Israel ; and 
not only so, but who speaks peace to all his 
seed; which speech is given to us. It is the 
word that God sent^ preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ; he is Lord of alL And beautiful 
upon the mountains are the feet of them that 
publish this pe^ce, and who say unto Zion, Thy 
God reigneth. My soul longs to see you bqth 
again, for God knows you are in the very boN 
torn of my heart to live and die with you, 

Thi? Poctob, 
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September 7, 1808. 



Having waded through the ordinance day, 
and Monday and Tuesday evening's preaching 
"I am once more at home. We have had wet wea- 
ther here almost ever since I left Downham. 
And, if it rained as hard with them, I know not 
what my friends will do. But I must turn nny 
eyes from these things; seeing all worldly 
hopes and earthly expectations are delusive, un- 
certain, and vexatious ; whilst eternal things are 
'more substantial, more durable, and looked for 
with better hopes, founded upon better pro- 
mises, which are all yea and amen in Chrjst 
Jesus, to the glory of God by the salvation 
of us. 

At my return home I found the springs low, 
the cruse seemed to fail^ and my cup, instead of 
running over, was much below the brim. In the 
forenoon my soul was dry to myself, though I 
had good liberty in speaking, and a most 
crouded audience. In the afternoon little better, 
except a transient ray, which abode but a mi- 
nute. On Monday evening was much attended, 
but the same dry time to myself. And on Sa- 
turday last, on Sunday, and on Monday, little 
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or no access in private prayer ; no freedotti tio 
nearness, no familiarity, no fire^ no dew, no 
spring, no bowels yearning nor sounding ; nei^ 
ther perfume, flame, nor smc^e ; no dissolving, 
nnelting^ nor mourning ; a customary form and 
a dry task ; or, as Saul said to Samuel, *^ I 
ibrced myself Co offer an offering." I began to 
think that all the fire, the dew, and the oil, 
were left behind in the island. But last even- 
ing, when I preached ifi the city, the master 
came again ; and such eloquence, such heaveiily 
style of expressions, such enlargement of soul^ 
liberty, and fluency of speech ; such power, 
encouragement, and comfort, 3eemed to attend 
the word, that I was a wonder to myself. My 
soul was glad to feel him once more. I wsis 
wearied with toiling all night and taking no- 
, thing. Blessed is that morning which pre- 
sents Jesus standing on the shore. Whhout him 
we can do nothing; neither speak a good word 
nor think a good thought ; and conscience it- 
self sets to her seal that this is true. God ^bless 
you. 

The Doctor. 
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September 17, 1808. 

I'VDE^D, imy dear !friends, I have been most 
violently beset, attacked, and encountei^ by 
the old man with his deeds. The contiauanoe 
of ^bad weather, and the ^sad accounts of 00m 
not yet gathered in, .grieved me not a httle* 
The carnal mind is enmity ; it is not, it cannot 
be, subject to the law of God, which requires 
love. And sure I am that this spirit in man 
lusteth toenvy. Sore work have I had with 
heart risings at the frowns of Providence. This 
is Satan's feast and our fa^t ; because when en- 
mity works prayerwlthers: the former is. Satan^s 
♦ dhanii, the latter his bane. The whole .mass of 
' corruption, which Eve conceived while ithe fa- 
ther of lies operated upon hermind by.aniinflu- 
'^nce of falsehood, is communiolted to all^ and 
remains in every child of God. This is the 
body of death on which Satan works, keeping 
it alive by his foul embraces, his desperate rage, 
and his revengeful blasphemies. But this ser- 
^ciit could not live upon the Rock; he could 
fasten no bane, no stain, upon the second Adam 
from first to last. " The prince of this world 
Cometh, but hath nothing in me/* " Be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the ^yorld;" And if the 
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toot be boly, so are the branches, for *^ \re airi 
chastened for our own profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness." 

None, Mary, are so evangelical, none so 
free from the <lregs and taste of the old cask, as 
those who hate their own life, and loath them- 
selves in their own sight, whether we know it 
or not. But we find, by daily and hourly ex- 
perience, that this does not stop the mouth of 
prayer, cut oif the hand of faith, nor destroy a 
good hope through grace. Nay, the more these 
corruptions abound, the more grace abounds. 
And here we see the difierence between those 
whom God teaches and those whom 'the devil 
deceives: the former loath themselves, while 
the latter are perfect in the flesh. We deny 
self, and they follow it ; we grow out of self, 
and they grow into it. My sworn enemy is, 
I hear, little better than insane. I doubt not 
but God| in his own time, will find him employ- 
ment nearer home. When Paul laboured in 
warning sinners three years, day and night with 
tears, then had the churches rest. 

God bless you all. Amen. ; 

W. H. S.S. 
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October W, td08. 
Brother Etrmer and Brother Grazier^ 

Jtjiis has been a difficult time for our busi- 
ness. 1 never before had so long and perplex- 
ing a hay harvest, and such poor hay. But it 
is liot the intention of God that we should trust 
in a wheatsheaf, or place our hopes in a hay- 
stack. 1 am more than sure that God has pro* 
vided and prepared k better and a more endur- 
ing substance for us, He himself is our shield, 
and our exceeding great reward ; if we would 
stop short, he drives us on by a fit of jealousy ; 
and, if we would set up an idol as a rival to 
him, he will itnbitter that idol, so as to forbid 
the bans. ** I will put my fear in their hearts, 
and they shall not depart from me." So fluc« 
tuating, precarious, and uncertain, are all 
worldly tiopes ! But nothing — ^no nothing un- 
der heaven is so sure as the salvation of sensi^- 
ble, self-lost, and undone sinners, which is se- 
cured by the promise and oath of God, and by 
the precious blood of Jesus Christ. It is pei- 
ther our wisdom, industry, labour, ^kill, or 
foresight, that is the cause of our success or 
prosperity ia this world. It is the. blessing of 
•VOL. III. an' 
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God that maketh rich, both in graee and in 
providence, and he addeth no sorrow with it. 

Let nothing under heaven, my dear Charles, 
divert our minds, or 'draw away our attention 
fratn tiiia better part, which shall never be 
taken away from tis» Tken/^ whraeverGod 
sends In a bill of divorcem^t to separate be- 
tween lis and the world, and we are called to 
exchabgti Uie nticerUin for the true riches, the 
latter will appear in atl^heir e3tceirency,1)eaiiff, 
and inestimable worth, XVe shall leave earth (or 
heaven, toys for treasure, and daily troubleis Hk 
endless rest. Love to Mary aiid Charles. 

W;H. S.S. 
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1 HI winfdr is now come wiih a wittenr 
coM attd hea^ summer and winter, are ia d^ 
promise^ and ifaerelbre most come in due sea- 
son* MaiT^s letter arrived, and I thank bt 
God ib^ got bone sale» and fbnnd aD wcIL 
God » §OQd« bat I am rebellions^ and strong at 
tUBMS in unbeKef-— a :^q liiat easilr besets nsc ai^ 
kaat I find it so^ Bat God is t^thtuL in wbomi 
we befieTe; he cannbk denTbtaaeitL Testcrdrr. 
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being Christmas and ordinance day, was to me 
a hard day: but the Lord brings me through, 
though I often think and fear that I shall get 
dry/ and that the barrel of meal will waste and 
the cruse of aii iail. before God send another 
shower on my own soul. 

Hitherto^ tbe s^pting has <soiititittied, anfl 
atbers have owned if^ «veii when I have tonr 
eluded th^t the deeee and Hoor were both dtjr; 
Wh€a fears of this sort beset me I t\xm toy 
mmd on the word of God, and some wotd /Of 
other IS: sure'i^ come fiortbfrom that source and 
meetxne, and then I plead ii^ let it be idioitt 
what it may. The following passages came out 
when I was fearing and fretting about dying in 
the ministry: ^^ they that be planted in the 
house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of 
our God; they shall be fat and flourishing; tiiejr. 
shall bring forth fruit in^ old age, to shew that 
the Lord is upright : he is my rock, and there 
is no unrighteousness in him/' Again : *^ their 
letf shali: not with^, ^ther slmll tliey ctase 
from yielding fririt/* 
Love to Charles* God bless yon all. 
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DLXXXV. 

Jmnai; 13, 1809. 
DEAB FBIENOS, 

Last night I retnrned from Cmnbrobk, where 
it snowed or rained all the time I preached : but 
this ntade no difference to the hungry and 
thirsty, the poof and needy, whom neither 
wind nor rain, Satan nor sin, can ever keep 
back. There is a great work going on in my 
native p1a<:e, and I have not a little honour 
even in my own country. In consequence of an 
overthrow on the road, I am returned with a 
rheumatic cold~in my hips and knees, and am 
poorly all over. But, blessed be God, we have 
a good hope through grace. Infirmities make 
tis look up and look out; they help to keep 
our . thoughts at home, and make the Sa- 
viour more precio\ia, keeping this world at the 
foot of the mount while the mind is employed 
about the end and the reward. 

T have been of late sadly beset with the old 
I, and his ally the devil. Sad heart-risings 
rebellion, stubbornness, and perverse dis- 
ligs, have I had : but bave gained no vic- 
this way. I hope, however, it has sef ved 
mpty me of self, and to make some room for 
;tter treasure and a better fulnen, which at 
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Cranbrook flowed out to the enipty pitched s, ta 
the comfort of many. But these sweet visits 
are too seldom, and too transient; though the 
living must not complain. Our nature is too 
wild for the heave9ly visitor to stay with us 
long; he is a wayfaring man that turns aside> 
and tarries for a night Sometimes it is a dis- 
tant visit, when the utmost skirts of his glory 
are perceived, but he does not come clos^ 
enough to be felt and enjoyed. It is a sort of 
leaping upon the mountains, and a looking 
through the lattice. But even this is more than 
heaven itself, when compared with despair, or 
to be left without God» without Christ, aiid 
without hope in the world. 
I/)ve to all. Yours faithfully, 

W. H. S.S. 



DLXXXVL 

February U, I8O9. 

I nczivzj} my dear Mary's letter last night 
on my return from the city. Reason always 
looks. one way, but faith js surejto look ano- 
ther. All that God loves he rebukes and chas« 
tens, and scourges every son whom he receiv- 
eth. Under this rod we envy the prosperity of 
the wicked^ and are angry at the foolisht Nc- 
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verdieless^v the h»rdl fete of Luanis ended befe* 
ter than the prosperity of him that fared sui 
tttOu^ly eveiy day. Wherever God sets 
liearti there he heats his furnace. The fbttew^ 
teg teitt i$ singular, and to me most wonder* 
ftil ; but it was peni^ by one who had leamt it 
in the fire : ** What is man, that thou shouldest 
set thine heart upon him; and that thou should- 
est visit him every morning, and try him every 
moment?" Job vii. 17. From everlasting God 
feet his heart upon u», and in Christ he magni- 
fied us by his deeree df adoption, and appoint- 
ing us to inherit the kingdom ; and where this 
is the ease he visits our sins with a rod every 
morning, arid tries our &ith and hope every 
moment; so says the word of the living God. 
No affliction or correction for the present is, or 
can bie, to bur depraved nature, joyousi bat 
grievous ; but afterwards it yields the peace- 
able fruits of righteousness in those who are 
exercised thereby. And truth has said that the 
branch purged shall bring forth more fruit. Let 
hope look out and expect this. 

God often displays his divine wisdom in 
ways wherein purblind reason expects ruin and 
" destruction. Jonah's being cast into the sea was 
not likely to bring Nineveh to repentance. Sell- 
ing Joseph for a bond slave did not seem likely 
to save Jacob and all his house from starving by 
famine. Nor does this inundation in the island 



toem tikefy. to wosk, for #Qad to J^idiii . Av;bicb I 
ittUeve loir« God in that cQUQtry. But if^oi ej^ys 
iliatatt thiuQgs dQwojrl^ for good to suoh Ipv^it: 
fmd, as the scdptuies cannot bic broken^ ivot 
line Jot of the Lord's w^ocd aball f^Uo/iU ax^cora^ 
ftlblunent^ t^iougb heaven and. ea.rUi should 
bjKijtb fail and pa&s away. Let us compare the 
proniise with the performance ; itnd 3j^e> v^hevi 
&ith9 hope, prayer^ and patien(:e, ha^e bad 
tbeir perfect work, whether this calamity works 
for good or no^ that on comparing the promi&e 
with the accomplisbmeaty w« may set to our seal 
that God is true. That the end will provie this I 
firmly believe ; but, if we could siee how thi^ 
should come about, there would be no room for 
faith, as we should then walk by sight, and not 
by faith : whereas God declares that we shall 
walk by faith^ and not by sight. Gqd bless 
you. 

The DocTOJi. 
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Aprils, I8O9. 

I HAVE been, my dear Mary, a long round j to 
Cranbrook, to Lewes, and to Brighton ; which 
has kppt nie from home above a fortniglitu 
Your concern is about that which (in this 
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world) will never be cured, according to your 
expectation. The law in ilie members will 
work, and you are not ignorant of diie members 
in which it works. ^^ Put off the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts." Again : ^^ Seeing you have crucified the 
old man with his affections and lusts." Cor^- 
rupt^ deceitful lusts and affections are all one 
and the same thing. Corrupt affecftions are 
meant by all these terms ; for whatever sinful 
affections love, they crave or lust after. God's 
law Mquires love to God : but the carnal mind 
is enmity; it hates God, and loves sin, Prov. 
viii. 36. Hence Paul declares that the carnal 
mind is not subject to the law of God, nor can 
be. Sinful affections, which love the worlcs.of 
the flesh, constitute this law in the members. 
God says that '< All flesh bath corrupted his 
way." Charity to God and man was the nciost 
excellent way in which man went at first; but 
he has corrupted that^ and filled the earth with 
violence. 

^ When these affections run in their proper 
channel, they are called natural affections; 
when after the sins of Sodom, vile affections ; 
when after adultery or fornication, deceitful 
lusts and corrupt affections ; and when to e:^- 
cess in things lawfql, they are called inordinate 
affections ; when set upon this world, they love 
deiath ; whep upon money^^ they are the root qf 
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all evil; when upon vanity, such rare called 
lovers of pleasure; and when upon- self^ such 
are called lovers of themselves.. Most of these 
may be seen in David.— Corrupt affections, when 
the poor mairs ewe lamb was dressed for the 
wayfaring man; which is thef old man with his 
lusts. Inordinate affectiona are seen towards 
Absalom. Worldly affections when he said, 
•* My soul ckaves to the dust.'* The love of 
money when he says, *^ If riches increase, set 
not your heart upon them." 

Thus you see how this law waited on David, 
as it did also on Paul ; " With my flesh I serve 
the law of sin," Rom. vii. 25: for, though he 
never warred after the flesh, yet the flesh war- 
red against him, and brought him at times into 
captivity to the law of sin, so that with the flesh 
he served and obeyed it. And, though he loved 
the law or word of God, yet it was after the 
inner man. 

God bless you all. 

W.H. S. S. 
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May 24^ IMg. 

Xt if plain to mc^ Maiy, tfagt 4mi liaMKl ^Mc 
mer^ fouad a mai^ a^ectipm i« thj hestfl |p 
t]l^ Lord'4 old servant Mmm. Tbc vnl bqpffs 
tQ drop dowo over tliy faice, 9%i the yo|» to 
gall thy n^^K The l^w geoden^ tp (midage; it 
worketb wratb^ and QfmtnQU th^ lie^rt. Peev- 
ifbqess, frf tfulnev, ha^tincfi^ foiirpess of tern- 
p^ aqd bitter wardt^ lov^ to «elf and batred to 
Qo^f flesbly pity and bateful r^belUoo, are all 
tbat Mary will get by bugging Mofes. Sop 
take« occasion by the law* and all manner of 
concupiscence is stirred up. A legal spirit of 
bondage came from mount Sinai wbicb in tbe 
$gure is Hagar; and Abrabamr— even the father 
of the faithful — kept her, till they had a bond 
child, though they both hoped for, an heir of 
promise ; but it proved to be a slave, not a son ; 
one of a servile, not of a princely spirit ; an 
en6my, not a friend; a spirit of bondage, of 
yokes and chains, and not of that sweet anoint- 
ing called the oil of joy. A sinful soul is proud, 
and naturally under the influence of legal pride: 
the law revealing wrath,, it genders with this 
legal spirit ; this is the sour leaven of tbe Pha- 
risees; and all that spring)! from this union and 
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conjunction is, like Ishmael, fruit unto death ; 
Rom. vii. 5. 

It is not fleeing, but standing still ; not 
working, b^t believing; not looking within, 
but looking out;^ not contriving, but trusting; 
that does the work. He that believes is not to 
make haste ; the lame take the prey ; the last 
are first, and the leasrt of all is the greatest in 
the kingdom df God. Strange language this^! 
I know where Mary is, having done much busi^ 
ness in that way; but it stands for nothing, 
being merely bodily exercise, voluntary humi- 
lity, and will Worship ; it is not serving God in 
newness of the Spirit, but in the oldness of 
the letter; that is, not being attracted, wooed, 
won, allured, dmwii, or compelled by omni- 
potent and irresistiblte sweetness. *' The fool- 
ishness of a man pervertetk his way, and his 
heart fretteth against the Lord/* I could find 
in my heart to use sharpntiss (but I spare you), 
for all this is not looking to Jesus; neither is it 
relinquishing all confidence in the flesh, nor 
^loathing self, and rejoicing in Christ Jesus 
only. 

God bless you. 

W.H. S.S. 
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DLXXXIX, 

Aaguit 9, tfiog. 

X HI account you giveof the poor maa is most 
humbling and abasing to me, unworthy and 
much despised as I am: but God sends by 
whom he will send;^and owns, comqiissions^ 
and honours, those, as his ambassadors of peace, 
whom the world curses; and he curses those 
whom the world qualifies, commissions, and 
sends, while such wage war both with God and 
us, because he will not own and honour them. 
But Mary will see more of this work; for, if 
looks can speak, if countenances proclaim, and 
if I can read the still lessons of these dumb 
signs, there is another poor man, who will, and 
must, ere long, break silence, or else the stones 
will cry out. Those who cry in secret must be 
rewarded openly, which is God's owning, ho- 
nouring, approving, accepting, and openly 
espousing them, even before the world, I in-? 
tend to publish your letter, and niy answer, 
when I have time to write. Tell Charles he 
must come up, God bless you. 

Ever yours, 

ThbPoctqiu 
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DXC. 

October 4, ISO^r 

jS/ly dear friends may wonder at niy long si-* 
lence: but I have been ill, been a long round, 
and am going this day into Kent. Never, no 
never before, have I had such evident tokens 
of God's goodness attending the word. Ano- 
ther cloud of witnesses are issuing from the 
press, of such as have lately come to light. Ne- 
vertheless I forget not the islanders, who are in 
my heart and soul to die with them. I am glad 
that M. has not forgotten you. It is a feather 
in our cap, and God will curse them that curse 
us ; " Let them all ciirse (says David) but ^less 
thou." I am in hopes of overtaking Paul in 
due time, who could say, " I take pleasure 
in reproaches,, in necessities, in distresses, in 
persecutions, for Christ's sake/' It is a hard 
lesson for the flesh ; but we m«st be a sweet 
savour unto God in them that perish, a savour 
of death unto death. Miss C, who was called 
undet me at Newark, is. going off the stage, 
triumphing in God her Saviour, of which I hear 
most sweet accounts. 

. The Lord bless my poor dear souls; so says 
thetroubler of hypocriticfal impostors, 

W. II. S. & 
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DXCt. 

I HAVE at last finished my longsiermons on the 
penny a day^ paid by the Ldrd io all the la<' 
bourers in his vineyard; which has been a long, 
dark, and difficult path to tread, and stems to 
have been hidden froth all tht* commentators 
that I have seen upon that inystei^y. I am sorry 
for poor Mrs. W/s loss of her daughtter, though 
I firmly expected it long bef6re, as I found no 
liberty to pray for her life, excepting once at 
your house, when the bar wasiso strong, that I 
cdiild intercede for nothiiig efecrhiiffd^^he 
invaluable blessing of a^'KoptPIn X3rod*^%€3-cy 
thr6ugh Christ. And in that' I fBunfl jdd tfamp, 
no weight, no denial. '; ' ■ ^^'^ - '^ - 

The Spirit wilPmake interccisicm fof%8 ac* 
cofSing t6 the will of God, * but not against it. 
Tfaribiis are the works of thatbl^^ Gofhforter 
in us^ granting us sometimes suppbrl in the 
mind, whi^n heart ^iid flesh bbtfc fail ; 'ftirnish- 
ihg us with such answers to fools as stop their 
mouths; giving us to ^ee with new eyes here 
and there a passage of scripture suitable to our 
own experieace ; sometimes shewing us Com- 
fortable evidences of our interest ia the great 
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reward ; at other times he shews us plainly the 
difference between the most refined hypocrite 
and ourselves, when we can see that they are 
wrong in every thing they say, profess, or do ; 
whereas, if we were wrong, we should not see 
this. And thus the young man cleanses his 
way, by taking heed there tor according to Qod's 
word, whereby we try others, and perceive 
that they are altogether out of the way. 

This Comforter, Mary, has many things to do 
in us, nor will he ever leave, us. ^ It is the cove-: 
nant of God oiade with: Christ,, that the Holy 
Spirit should never dep^^t frpm Christ,, nor hia 
seed, either in this world; or in, the wprld to 
come. And sure I am that whexe, he qonvincesi, 
<^onvicts, searches ;^nd triejs, enlightens an4 
quickens, .;th^j^he:abi4e9, Mfltli his blessed crop 
of graces/ for ^yq^mpre: ^nd,^ though ^ w? rn^y 
not always -figjl pe«pfe^ love, comfort^ or j^oy,, 
yet have we hope, light, and lifej for, if we 
are »ot.jf^^>^,weft^^ ^nd, if .^w^ J^vc 

not Christ, .thejrpis ngthmg else that w^ll s^f- 
i^e. Apd b^.}ijpst hj^ our j^l when nothing bft;* 
sides him wiU do fpr us, 
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